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London Bird Report for 2005 


Chief Editor: A.S.M. SELF 

Papers Editor: M. TRIER 
Photographic Editor: D. MITCHELL 
Database Manager: S.J. SPOONER 


Systematic List written by: David Callahan, Andy Culshaw, Andrew Gardener, Garry 
James, Alan Lewis, David Lindo, Des McKenzie, Andrew Moon, Peter Newmark, 
Mark Pearson, Andrew Self, Andrew Verrall, Bob Watts, lan Woodward and Roy 
Woodward. 


INTRODUCTION 


Welcome to this year’s report, which | think is the best one we've ever produced. 
Following on from the survey of the London Bird Report and Ornithological Bulletin 
I’ve taken on board the helpful feedback for this issue, notably making the species 
accounts*more readable and adding in more comments. | am also really pleased to 
publish an identification article on Caspian Gulls by Steve Arlow — the first major 
colour paper that has been published in the LBR. This is particularly timely as the 
Rarities Committee is now requesting descriptions for all Caspian Gull records as 
from 1st January 2007. Ideally, these should be accompanied by photographs. This 
is so that we can get a really accurate idea of this gull’s status in London as it has 
become apparent that many claims of Caspian Gull are misidentifications. The site 
highlights accounts that were intitiated last year proved to be very popular so these 
will continue to be published in the LBR and it has been good to see reports from 
other sites. 


Although there were no changes to the recorders during the preparation of this report, 
one change has been made subsequently, with Richard Bonser taking over from Des 
McKenzie as Inner London Recorder from 1st January 2009. Des will still be 
compiling Inner London records for 2007 and 2008. I'd like to thank Des, who has 
been Inner London Recorder for a long time, for all his hard work. I’m also looking for 
additional help in writing sections for the LBR so please get in touch if you're 
interested, or if you would like to provide some illustrations for use within the report. 


2006 was a exceptional year for birds in London with two firsts — American Robin and 
Laughing Gull. Unfortunately for many avid London listers neither birds were widely 
seen. The American Robin spent a couple of months in gardens in Peckham and only 
came to people’s attention when photographs were published in the national press, 
demonstrating how easy it is for rare birds to hide within our city. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


On behalf of the Records Committee, it is my pleasure to thank the 1054 individual 
observers as well as other organisations who contributed records for this issue of the 
London Bird Report, the first ever time that we’ve had over a thousand contributors. 


I'd like to thank all those who worked towards the production of this report, the 15 
authors who wrote the systematic list (as named above), Peter Naylor for writing the 
review of the year, Steve Spooner for putting together the database, Martin Grounds 
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for help with data input, Roy Woodward for his illustrations, Dominic Mitchell for 
sorting out the photographs and arranging the colour plates, Mike Trier for editing all 
the papers, additional data input and work on the Gazetteer, and all of the 
photographers who kindly donated their photos. 


| am particularly grateful to all the Recorders, for the time-consuming task of checking 
through the species accounts in the systematic list and for providing invaluable 
comments and corrections at the draft stage as well as their responses to my 
requests for information; to Thames Water for the many courtesies extended to 
members; and to the following organisations for their generous help in the exchange 
of records: 


Birdguides 

British Birds Rarities Committee 
British Trust for Ornithology 
Buckinghamshire Bird Club 

East London Birders Forum 

Essex Birdwatching Society 
Hertfordshire Natural History Society 
Kent Ornithological Society 

Surrey Bird Club 


Andrew Self, February 2009 
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Spooner 


LNHS London & Sector Recorders: 


London Recorder Andrew Self, 16 Harp Island Close, Neasden, 
London NW10 ODF 
Email: a-self@sky.com 


Inner London Richard Bonser, Flat 7, 96 Rope Street, Surrey Quays, 
London, SE16 7TQ 
Email: richbonser8181@hotmail.com 


* 


Essex Roy Woodward, 62C High Street, Cheshunt, 
Herts EN8 OAH 
Email: roy.rkwoodward@ntlworld.com 


Herts Joan Thompson, 73 Raglan Gardens, Watford, 
Herts WD19 4LJ 
Email: Innhshertsrecorder@jksthompson.plus.com 


Middlesex Mark Pearson, 48a Stamford Hill, London N16 6XT 
Email: middxrecorder@googlemail.com 


Bucks Andrew Moon, 46 Highfield Way, Rickmansworth, 
Herts WD3 2PR. 
Email: andrew.moon@talk21.com 


Kent John Archer, 8 Smead Way, London SE13 7GE 
Email: john_archer@gofast.co.uk 


Surrey Steve Spooner, 32 Berkeley Drive, West Molesey, 
Surrey KT8 1RA. 
Email: sjspooner@ntlworld.com 


Papers Editor: Mike Trier, 38 Maury Road, Stoke Newington, 
London N16 7BP 
Email: miketrier@waitrose.com 


Photographic Editor: Dominic Mitchell, c/o Birdwatch, Solo Publishing Ltd, 
B403A The Chocolate Factory, 5 Clarendon Road, 
London N22 6XJ 
Email: dominic.mitchell@yahoo.co.uk 
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Recording Arrangements 


The area covered by this Report, conventionally known as ‘the London Area’, is the 
area within 20 miles of St Paul's Cathedral. The Area covers the whole of Greater 
London and parts of Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent, Surrey, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. However, for continuity of recording, Watsonian vice counties are 
used in this Report instead of the present administrative areas (but note that vice 
counties 18 and 19, South and North Essex, are lumped together as Essex). The vice 
county boundaries are shown on the map of the Area which follows. There is also a 
special recording zone for Inner London. This is a rectangular area, five miles north 
to south, eight miles east to west, centred on the site of the old Charing Cross on the 
south side of Trafalgar Square, which covers parts of Middx, Surrey and, just, Kent. 
A detailed Map of the Area together with a Gazetteer of Sites appears on pages 
7 to 13. 

The names used in this Report for certain sites are not shown on, or differ from 
those on, Ordnance Survey maps. Please consult the Gazetteer of Sites if in any 
doubt. It would be helpful if these names could be used by observers when submitting 
records. A National Ordnance Survey Grid Reference should be given in any difficult 
or doubtful case. 

All records of interest are welcome, from LNHS members and non members alike. 
These include information on the local status of common species, breeding records, 
notes on migration (including first and last dates and main movements), regular 
counts of wintering populations and notes on behaviour and on the occurrence of 
unusual birds. Many of the passerines, in particular, are under recorded. Regular 
reports from the same localities are invaluable in assessing population trends; such 
reports, along with comments on changes in status, are always very welcome. A 
guide for contributors of records is published in this report on pages 224 to 
226. Records should be sent to the appropriate recorder listed on page 5 or, if in 
doubt, to the LBR Editor. 

It will greatly assist the speedy entering of records if the Society’s electronic 
recording sheets are used. These are available from any of the Recorders or the 
Editor on request. Species should be listed in the sequence as used in this Report. 
Separate sheets should be used for each recording area. 

Records of nationally rare species should be submitted via the local Recorder to 
the British Birds Rarities Committee as soon as possible after the sighting. Breeding 
records of rare species should be sent via the local Recorder to the Rare Breeding 
Birds Panel. Where requested, records will of course be treated in strict confidence. 

Records of other rare and unusual species in the London Area are examined by 
the LNHS Rarities Committee before inclusion in the London Bird Report. Therefore, 
please complete and submit a LNHS Unusual Species Description Form (available 
from the Recorders or the Editor) or a brief description/copy of your field notes for 
these species. Please submit these as soon as possible after the sighting. Species 
for which a full description or brief description/field notes are required are 
evident from the ‘guide to contributors’ at the back of this report. 
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Gazetteer of Sites 


The following gazetteer is not intended to include every single site mentioned in the 
LBR and omits obvious place names of towns and villages. It does however, seek to 
identify the whereabouts of productive ornithological sites, well known or otherwise. 
It is intended to keep this up to date in each future issue of the LBR. Each site name 
is followed by the vice-county and a six-figure Ordnance Survey Grid Reference 
enabling sites to be pinpointed on the map above. The Grid Reference number either 
refers to the centre of the site or a point of particular ornithological interest. Readers 
should note that the inclusion of a site in this gazetteer does not imply public access; 
indeed some are strictly private or access Is by permit only. 

There has been considerable confusion caused in the past by contributors of 
records using inconsistent and unfamiliar place names and we would urge all 
contributors to use the names listed in this gazetteer whenever appropriate. In 
doubtful cases, please submit the record along with an Ordnance Survey Grid 
Reference number. 
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Aberdare Gardens (IL) TQ260842 Blackwall Basin (MX) TQ381802 
Addington Hills (SY) TQ352644 Blue Lake (KT) TQ622737 
Aldenham Res (HR) TQ169955 Bookham Common (SY) TQ130565 
Alderbourne WCB (BU) TQ029850 Bowman's Heath (KT) TQ518738 
Alexandra Park (MX) TQ302900 Bowmansgreen Fm (HR) TL189041 
Amwell GP (HR) TL380125 Box Wood (HR) TL353096 
Apps Court Farm GP (SY) TQ110673 Boxer’s Lake, Enfield (MX) TQ305962 
Arbrook Common (SY) TQ145630 Brent Park (MX) TQ240889 
Ashtead Common (SY) TQ175595 Brent Res (MX) TQ215870 
Aveley Landfill (EX) TQ558812 Brentford Ait (SY) TQ187778 
Balls Wood (HR) TL344106 Brickendonbury (HR) 1L330104 
Banbury Res (EX) TQ362915 Bricket Wood Common (HR) TL130010 
Bangors Park Farm (BU) TQ035824 Broad Colney Fields (HR) TL180030 
Banstead Down (SY) TQ252610 Broad Colney Lakes (HR) TL178034 
Banstead Heath (SY) TQ235545 Broadwater Lake (MX) TQ045892 
Banstead Wood (SY) TQ260560 Brockwell Park (SY) TQ316740 
Barking Bay/Marsh (EX) TQ451816 Bromley Common (KT) TQ415655 
Barnes Common (SY) TQ222758 Brompton Cemetery (IL) TQ258777 
Barrack Wood (EX) TQ597915 Brooklands (SY) TQ068620 
Barwell Court Farm (SY) TQ170630 Brookmans Park (HR) TL253038 
Batchworth Lake* (HR) TQ058940 Broomfield Park (MX) TQ304927 
Batler’s Green (HR) TQ158985 Broxbourne GP (HR) TL379078 
Battersea Park (IL) TQ282772 Broxbourne Woods (HR) TL340080 
Battersea PS (IL) TQ282772 Bruce Castle Park (MX) TQ336908 
Bayhurst Wood (MX) TQ065892 Brunswick Park (IL) TQ331769 
Beaulieu Heights (SY) TQ334696 Buckhurst Hill GP (EX) TQ425934 
Beckenham Place Pk (KT) TQ383708 Buckland SP (SY) TQ227510 
Beddington Corner (SY) TQ281668 Buckland, Rectory Lane (SY) TQ219513 
Beddington Park (SY) TQ292654 Bugsby’s Reach (KT) TQ398798 
Beddington SF (SY) TQ290662 Bulphan Fen (EX) TQ633864 
Bedfont Lakes (MX) TQ078726 Burgess Park (IL) TQ335778 
Bedford Park (MX) TQ210791 Burhill Allotments (SY) TQ115635 
Bedfords Park (EX) TQ518925 Burwood Park (SY) TQ100644 
Beech Farm GP (HR) TL190086 Bury Lake (HR) TQ053938 
Belair Park (SY) TQ328733 Bushy Park (MX) TQ160690 
Bell Lance Fields (HR) TL198040 Camberwell Old Cemetery (SY) TQ348742 
Belvedere PS (KT) TQ499808 Camley St NR (IL) TQ298836 
Bencroft Wood (HR) TL330064 Cannon Hill Common (SY) TQ238683 
Bentley Priory (MX) TQ155927 Canons Park (MX) TQ182915 
Berrybushes Wood (HR) TL069007 Carshalton Beeches (SY) TQ272638 
Berrylands (SY) TQ192674 Cassiobury Park (HR) TQ090970 
Berwick Ponds (EX) TQ543835 Cassiobury Park WCB (HR) TQ090968 
Bessels Green (KT) TQ505555 Chalfont Lodge (BU) TQ013899 
Betchworth (SY) TQ218505 Chalfont Park (BU) TQ013896 
Beverley Brook (SY) TQ213726 Chandlers Hill, lver (BU) TQ035834 
Bexley Hospital (KT) TQ513727 Charlton GP (MX) TQ087692 
Bexley Wood (KT) TQ483737 Chelsea Bridge (IL) TQ286778 
Biggin Hill (KT) TQ457572 Chelsfield (KT) TQ482642 
Bishop’s Park (SY) TQ241761 Chelsham (SY) TQ373589 
Bishop's Wood (HR) TQ066920 Chertsey Meads (SY) TQ060662 
Black Park (BU) TQ010836 Cheshunt GP (HR) TL370030 
Blackheath (KT) TQ390766 Cheshunt GP 


(Seventy Acres Lake) 


Cheshunt GP (Bowyer’s Water) 
Cheshunt GP (Friday Lake) 
Cheshunt GP (North Met GP) 
Cheshunt GP (Police Pit) 


Cheshunt Marsh 
Cheshunt Park Farm 
Chigwell Res 
Chipstead Lake 
Chiswell Green 
Chiswick Eyot 
Chorleywood Common 
City Road Basin 
Clapham Common 
Clapton Common 
Clay Tye Wood 
Claybury 

Claygate Common 
Claygate Green 
Clissold Park 
Cobbins Brook 
Coldfall Wood 

Cole Green 
Colnbrook 

Colne Brook, Iver 
Colney Heath 
Connaught Water 
Coopers Green Lane 
Coopersale 

Copped Hall 
Coppetts Wood 
Copse Wood 
Corbets Tey 

Cornmill Meads 
Coulsdon 

Coursers Lane Fields 
Cowley Lake 

Cowley Peachy 
Crane Park 

Cranley Gardens 
Crayford Marsh 
Crayford Ness 
Creekmouth, Barking 
Crews Hill 

Croham Hurst 
Crossness 
Crossness East 
Crouch End 

Crouch End Rec Ground 
Croxley Green 
Croxley Hall GPs 
Croxley Moor 
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TL374030 
TL368018 
TL371020 
TL369033 
TL371025 
TL370008 
71344044 
70460937 
TQ505565 
1L125047 
7Q219779 
TQ033963 
TQ320830 
TQ286748 
70342878 
TQ595587 
70435913 
70161632 
1Q157637 
TQ326864 
TL409018 
TQ276903 
TL282114 
1Q025775 
7Q042813 
TL205062 
7404933 
TL193098 
TL480025 
TL430010 
7Q277916 
7Q085897 
TQ570850 
TL380011 
7Q296593 
TL200040 
7Q052814 
7Q054814 
7Q126730 
7Q289890 
10532775 
70532781 
70457814 
TL312000 
7Q337632 
70478815 
7492809 
7Q298885 
7Q295881 
TQ070955 
TQ068943 
TQ065956 


GAZETTEER OF SITES 


Crystal Palace Park 
Cuddington GC 
Curtismill Green 
Dagenham Chase 
Dagenham Corridor 
Dagnam Park 
Danson Park 
Darenth Lake 
Darenth Valley Walk 
Darenth Wood 
Darlands Lake 
Dartford Heath 
Dartford Marsh 
Deephams SF 
Delaford Park 
Denham Aerodrome 
Denham CP 
Denham GC 
Denham Marsh Farm 
Denham Mount 
Denham Place 
Denham Quarry Lake 
Desborough Island 
Dews Farm Lake 
Ditton Field 

Dobb's Weir 

Dog Kennel Covert 
Downe Barns Farm 
Dulwich GC 
Dulwich Mill Pond 
Dulwich Park 
Dulwich Upper Wood 
Dulwich Village 
Dulwich Woods 
Durant’s Park 

Eagle Pond 
Easneye Wood 
East India Dock Basin 
East lver Lakes 
Edgwarebury Park 
Elmbridge Leisure Centre 
Enfield GC 

Enfield Lock 

Enfield Town Park 
Epping Forest 
Epping Upland 
Epsom Common 
Epsom Downs 

Erith Marsh 

Erith Reach 

Esher Common 
Eynsford 
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1TQ347707 
TQ239615 
TQ519965 
TQ514858 
TQ495875 
TQ550933 
TQ473748 
TQ559710 
TQ560704 
TQ580727 
TQ243943 
TQ516733 
TQ544774 
TQ360937 
TQ043818 
TQ033887 
TQ048865 
TQ027883 
TQ020884 
TQ025865 
TQ040873 
TQ045886 
TQ084664 
TQ052880 
TQ157679 
TL384043 
TQ103783 
TQ105841 
TQ339728 
TQ333731 
TQ335735 
TQ339729 
TQ334739 
TQ340725 
TQ357968 
TQ390884 
TL385137 
TQ391808 
TQ046803 
TQ190934 
TQ107678 
TQ313962 
TQ368982 
TQ326963 
TQ420985 
TL441048 
TQ190605 
TQ211580 
TQ488805 
TQ500788 
TQ135625 
TQ540655 
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Fairlop Lakes 
Fairmile Common 
Farleigh 

Farlows Lake 
Fernyhill Farm 

Field Common GP 
Finsbury Park 
Fishers Green 

Foots Cray Meadows 
Foots Cray Woods 
Forster Park 

Forty Hall, Enfield 
Frays Carp Lake 
Fray's Farm Meadow 
Frays Middle Lake 
Frays Northern Lake 
Frogmore GP 
Fryent CP 

Furzefield Wood 
Gatton Park/Lake, 
Gernon Bushes 
Gladwin’s Wood 
Godstone SP 

Grays Chalk Pits 
Great Amwell 

Great Halings Wood 
Great Soloms Wood 
Green Park 
Greenhill Wood 
Greenhithe 
Greenwich Park 
Grovelands Park 
Gunnersbury Triangle NR 
Gutteridge Wood 
Haberdashers’ Girls School 
Hadley Common 
Hainault Forest 

Hall Marsh 

Hall Place Gardens 
Ham Lands 
Hampermill Lake 
Hampstead Heath 
Hampton Court Park 
Hampton Hill 
Hampton Waterworks 
Harefield 
Harmondsworth CP 
Harold Wood SF 
Harrow School 
Hartnips Wood 
Hatch End 

Hatfield Aerodrome 
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TQ459905 
TQ125617 
TQ367602 
TQ047810 
TQ282981 
TQ128671 
TQ317875 
TL378026 
TQ480715 
TQ479721 
TQ387722 
TQ337987 
TQ054865 
TQ055862 
TQ056866 
TQ056868 
TL150033 
TQ194874 
TL103055 
TQ271525 
TL478030 
TQ019864 
TQ345518 
TQ609788 
TL368122 
TQ032895 
TQ272588 
TQ290800 
TQ538602 
TQ585753 
TQ390775 
TQ305944 
TQ201787 
TQ091843 
TQ170965 
TQ265972 
TQ476932 
1L373017 
TQ505743 
TQ165725 
TQ095942 
TQ273866 
TQ166676 
TQ145708 
TQ127686 
TQ050900 
TQ050779 
TQ565915 
TQ157870 
TQ547637 
TQ130914 
TL205085 


Hatfield Park 
Hatherop Park 
Havering CP 

Hawk’s Wood 
Hawkshead Wood 
Hawkwood 

Hays Wharf, SE1 
Headley Heath 
Headstone 

Heathfield Rec Ground 
Helicon Lake 

Hendon Park 

Henley Wood 

Herne Hill Cycle Track 
Hersham GP 
Hersham SF 

Hertford Heath 
Hertingfordbury 
Hextable 

High Elms 

Highgate Wood 
Highway Farm 

Hilfield Park Res 

Hill End 

Hinchley Wood 

Hither Green Cemetery 
Hither Green NR 
Hoblingwell Wood 
Hoddesdonpark Wood 
Hogsmill SF 
Hogwood 

Holland Park 

Hollow Pond 
Holmethorpe SP 
Holyfield Hall Farm 
Home Cottage Farm 
Honor Oak 

Hooks Marsh 


‘Hornchurch CP 


Horton CP 

Horton Fields 
Horton GP 

Horton Kirby 
Hounslow Heath 
Howell Hill, Ewell 
Hunston Mead ° 
Hunton Bridge Hill 
Huntsmoor Park 
Hurst Green, Oxted 
Hyde Park 

Hythe End 
Ingrebourne Valley 
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TL240080 
TQ124704 
TQ505930 
TQ014862 
TL220030 
TQ442695 
TQ330804 
TQ200535 
TQ139895 
TQ134743 
TQ039909 
TQ233884 
TQ374587 
TQ326742 
TQ128663 
TQ127657 
TL349107 
TL305122 
TQ522712 
TQ450630 
TQ283887 
TQ060881 
TQ158959 
TQ050918 
TQ157650 
TQ398729 
TQ390740 
TQ450690 
TL352084 
TQ197682 
TQ555631 
TQ248796 
TQ414873 
TQ295515 
TL384038 
TQ028825 
TQ358742 
TL373023 
TQ535825 
TQ190627 
TQ015764 
TQ005753 
TQ565686 
TQ123745 
TQ238621 
TL422114 
TLO76006 
TQ047815 
TQ396512 
TQ270803 
TQ020718 
TQ538843 
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Island Barn Res (SY) TQ140670 Merchant Taylors’ School (HR) TQ088940 
Isleworth Ait (SY) TQ167757 Merstham SW (SY) TQ303523 
Itchingwood Common (SY) TQ416506 Middlesex FB (MX) TQ359865 
lver Heath (BU) TQ033835 Mill Green SF (HR) TL245100 
Jersey Farm (HR) TL174097 Millwall Docks (MX) TQ377795 
Joyce Green Hospital (KT) TQ547760 Mitcham Common (SY) TQ290675 
Joyden’s Wood (KT) TQ500715 Moat Mount OS (MX) TQ215944 
Jubilee Gardens (IL) TQ318803 Molesey GP (SY) TQ129671 
Juniper Hill (HR) TQ060931 Molesey Heath (SY) TQ132672 
Juniper Wood (BU) TQ025895 Moor Mill (HR) TL145030 
Kelsey Park (KT) TQ376688 Moor Park GC (HR) TQ075935 
Kempton Park NR (MX) TQ116706 Moorhall Lake (MX) TQ048889 
Kenley Aerodrome (SY) TQ328587 Moorhouse (SY) TQ433532 
Kensington Gardens (IL) TQ270803 Morden Hall Park (SY) TQ264687 
Kenton Rec Ground (MX) TQ165890 Nashes Farm (HR) TL180096 
Keston Ponds (KT) TQ426645 Navestock Lake/Park (EX) TQ538985 
Kevington (KT) TQ482675 Nazeing GP (EX) TL385072 
Kew Gardens (SY) TQ182769 Netherhall GP (EX) TL394083 
King George V Res (EX) TQ374964 Nightingale Wood (BU) TQ038888 
King George VI Res (MX) TQ041732 Noke Farm (HR) TL125037 
Korda Lake (MX) TQ045886, Nonsuch Park (SY) TQ232638 
Kynaston Wood (KT) TQ482672 Norbury Park (SY) TQ310699 
Ladywell Park (KT) TQ372740 North Cray (KT) TQ490723 
Laleham Park (MX) TQ053680 Northaw Great Wood (HR) TL285044 
Langley Park (BU) TQ013814 Northolt RAF Aerodrome (MX) TQ100850 
Layham’s Farm (KT) TQ400627 Norwood Grove (SY) TQ333704 
Leaves Green (KT) TQ415615 Nower Wood (SY) TQ195547 
Limpsfield Chart (SY) TQ445523 Nunhead Cemetery (SY) TQ355756 
Little Britain Lake (MX) TQ049813 Nutfield Ridge (SY) TQ293540 
Little Venice (IL) TQ263818 Oak Hill Park (HR) TQ278949 
Littlebrook Lake (KT) TQ553756 Oak Hill Wood (HR) TQ280952 
Littlebrook PS (KT) TQ563764 Oakend Wood (BU) TQ014888 
London Wetland Centre (SY) TQ228770 Oakmere Park (MX) 1L263013 
Long Coppice (BU) TQ031849 Old Parkbury (HR) TL163023 
Long Ditton (SY) TQ174664 Old Slade Lake (BU) TQ040780 
Long Reach SF (KT) TQ553768 Old Wood, Richings Park (BU) TQ031781 
Lonsdale Road Res (SY) TQ218775 One Tree Hill, Honor Oak (SY) TQ354743 
Lordship Lane Rec Ground (MX) TQ326902 Ongar Park Wood (EX) TL495025 
Loseberry Farm (SY) TQ148636 Orlitts North Lake (BU) TQ041780 
Love Hill House Farm (BU) TQ013810 Orlitts South Lake (BU) TQ039775 
Lower Feltham (MX) TQ094720 Orsett Fen (EX) TQ628833 
Lullingstone Park (KT) TQ523644 Osterley Park (MX) TQ145780 
Lynsters Farm (HR) TQ034920 Oxhey Wood (HR) TQ105925 
Lynsters Lake (HR) TQ038916 Oxleas Wood (KT) TQ450686 
Mad Bess Wood (MX) TQ077893° = Oylers Farm (HR) TL350005 
Malden Rushett (SY) TQ169615 Panshanger Park (HR) TL283130 
Mansfield Farm (BU) TQ039836 Park Downs (SY) TQ267585 
Maple Lodge NR (HR) TQ036924 Park Farm, Chessington (SY) TQ181623 
Martens Grove (KT) TQ505752 Park Farm, Enfield (MX) TQ292983 
Maryon Wilson Park (KT) TQ419785 Park Street GP (HR) TL149024 
Mayfield Lakes (MX) TQ052789 Park Wood (MX) TQ092891 
Mayow Park (KT) TQ358718 Parkland Walk (MX) TQ300878 
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Parkside Farm/Res 
Parndon Mead 
Paynes Lane GP 
Peckham Rye Park 
Pen Ponds 

Penton Hook 
Petersham Meadows 
Petts Wood 

Pickett’s Lock 

Pilvage Wood 

Pinner Park 

Polhill 

Pond Wood 

Ponders End Lake 
Poplar Docks 

Post Wood 

Potters Crouch Plantation 
Prae Wood 

Primrose Hill 

Prince George's PF 
Princes Coverts 
Purfleet Chalk Pits 
Putney Heath 

Pygro Park 

Pynesfield North Lake 
Pynesfield South Lake 
Queen Elizabeth || Res 
Queen Mary GP 
Queen Mary Res 
Queen Mother Res 
Queens Wood 
Rainham GP 

Rainham Marshes 
Rammey Marsh 
Ranston Covert 
Ravensbury Park 
Ravenscourt Park 
Raynes Park 

Regent's Park 

Reigate Hill 

Richings Park 
Richmond Park 
Rickmansworth Aquadrome 
Riddlesdown 

Ridgehill 

Riverside Open Space 
Rockingham Rec Ground 
Roding Valley Meadows 
Roehyde, Hatfield 
Rowdow Wood 
Rowley Farm 

Royal Albert Dock 
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TQ303982 
TL433113 
TL380052 

TQ348750 

TQ200730 

TQ043692 

TQ180736 

1TQ445670 

TQ362937 
TL235028 

TQ132905 

TQ500612 
TL279006 

TQ362946 

TQ382803 
TL363131 
TL103050 
TL121068 

TQ276839 

TQ235688 

TQ160610 

TQ566785 

TQ230739 

TQ524935 

TQ038912 

TQ035910 
TQ120670 
TQ059700 
TQ070695 
TQ017773 
TQ288886 
TQ549829 
TQ525800 
TQ374996 
TQ041890 
TQ268681 
TQ223790 
TQ231684 
TQ281828 
TQ255522 
TQ030794 
TQ200730 
TQ057940 
TQ326602 
TL202025 
TQ143693 
TQ052837 
TQ435956 
TL215070 
TQ547595 
TQ004828 
TQ425807 


Royal Oak Lake 
Royal Victoria Dock 
Ruislip Common 
Ruislip Gardens 
Ruislip Lido 

Rush Green 
Rushett Farm 
Ruxley GP 

Rye Meads RSPB 
Salisbury Hall Farm 
Savay Lake 
Saxten’s Wood 
Scadbury Park 
Scotsbridge Meadows 


Scratch Wood, Woodmansterne 


Scratchwood OS 
Sevenoaks WR 
Sewardstone 
Shadwell Basin 
Sheen Common 
Sheepwash Pond 
Shepperton GP 
Slipe Lane GP 
Smallford GP 
Sopwell Mill 

South Norwood CP 
South Norwood Lake 
Southwood Manor Farm 
Sparrows Wood 
Spring Ponds 
Springfield Marina 
Springwell Lake 
Springwell Lock 
Springwell Reedbed 
St Anns Hill 

St James’s Park 

St Saviour’s Creek 
Stain Hill Res 


‘Staines Moor 


Staines Res 
Stanborough Lakes 
Stanmore Common 
Stanmore CP 
Stanstead Abbotts GP 
Stanwell Moor 
Stanwell Moor GP 
Stapleford Tawney 
Stocker’s Farm 
Stocker’s Lake 
Stocker’s West Lake 
Stockley Park 

Stoke Newington Res 
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TQ034915 
TQ410807 
TQ087887 
TQ095863 
TQ089891 
1L350127 
TQ173608 
1TQ473700 
TL383103 
TL195028 
TQ049880 
TQ585648 
TQ455700 
TQ064955 
TQ271593 
TQ205945 
TQ522570 
TQ379985 
TQ352807 
TQ196746 
TQ224928 
TQ065674 
TL370049 
TL198071 
TL154054 
TQ353684 
TQ341693 
TQ116632 
TQ436667 
TQ165932 
TQ347878 
TQ041925 
TQ044923 
TQ041924 
TQ038674 
TQ294798 
TQ340799 
TQ124693 
TQ033734 
TQ051731 
TL230108 
TQ156940 
TQ173928 
TL391109 
TQ040743 
TQ034744 
TQ503900 
TQ052933 
TQ046935 
TQ042934 
TQ080790 
TQ326876 
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Stone Chalk Pit (KT) TQ566753 Walsingham Wood (HR) 7L215035 
Stone Lake (KT) TQ565752 Waltham Cross GP (HR) TL368006 
Stone Marsh (KT) TQ568755 Waltham Marsh (EX) TL373013 
Streatham Common (SY) TQ305709 Walthamstow Marsh (EX) TQ350878 
Sundridge Park (KT) TQ416706 Walthamstow Res (EX) TQ353890 
Surrey Docks (IL) TQ360797 Walton Heath (SY) TQ232540 
Sutton at Hone Lakes (KT) TQ560700 Walton Res (SY) TQ122685 
Swanscombe Marsh (KT) TQ605760 Wandsworth Common (SY) TQ275740 
Sydenham Hill (SY) TQ335722 Wanstead Park (EX) TQ415875 
Symondshyde Great Wood (HR) TL195110 Warley Place (EX) TQ583906 
Syon Park (MX) TQ175765 Waterlow Park (MX) TQ286872 
Tandridge (SY) TQ376505 Watermeads (SY) TQ274677 
Tatling End (BU) TQ020870 Waterworks NR (EX) TQ363868 
Telegraph Hill (SY) TQ159647 Watts Wood (EX) TQ565788 
Ten Acre Wood (MX) TQ099838 Weald Park (EX) TQ570945 
The Basin, Edgware (MX) TQ188919 Welham Green (HR) TL235055 
The Causeway NR (MX) TQ105754 Wells Park (KT) TQ345717 
The Clump (BU) TQ022845 West End Common (SY) TQ125632 
Theobalds Park (HR) TL345005 West Hyde Fields (HR) TQ030910 
Thistledene (SY) TQ155673 West India South Dock (MX) TQ376800 
Thorndon Park (EX) TQ620916. West Ruislip GC (MX) TQ081872 
Thorney CP (BU) TQ048790 West Thurrock Marshes (EX) TQ583767 
Thorney Weir Lake (BU) TQ051799 Westerham Heights (KT) TQ430560 
Thorpe Water Park (SY) TQ030681 Wey Meadows (SY) TQ067645 
Thrift’s Pit (HR) TL366132 Whippendell Wood (HR) TQ075980 
Tilehouse North Lake (BU) TQ038898 Whitewebbs Park (MX) TQ325997 
Tilehouse South Lake (BU) TQ038896 Whyteleafe (SY) TQ33A582 
Titsey (SY) TQ409551 Willett Wood (KT) TQ452685 
Tolpits Lake (HR) TQ085943 William Girling Res (EX) TQ367945 
Tooting Bec Common (SY) TQ293720 Wimbledon Common (SY) TQ247723 
Tottenham Cemetery (MX) TQ332911 Wimbledon Park (SY) TQ246723 
Tottenham Lock (MX) TQ348895 Wimbledon Park Lake (SY) TQ247724 
Tottenham Marsh (MX) TQ354910 Windsor OS (MX) TQ241905 
Totteridge Long Pond (MX) TQ234941 Winterdown Woods (SY) TQ123622 
Tower Wood (KT) TQ448528 Wintry Wood (EX) TL475035 
Trent Park (MX) TQ290970 Wood Green Res (MX) TQ304900 
Trevereux (SY) TQ433504 Woodford GC (EX) TQ395928 
Troy Mill Lake (HR) TQ039905 Woodlands Park (BU) TQ038830 
Turnford Brook (HR) TL368037 Woodoaks Farm (HR) TQ033933 
Turnford Marsh GP (HR) TL370044 Worcester Park (SY) TQ222655 
Tyler’s Common (EX) TQ568907 Wormley Wood (HR) TL322058 
Tyttenhanger GP (HR) TQ191865 Wormwood Scrubs (MX) TQ221818 
Verulamium Lake (HR) TL140070 Wraysbury GP (BU) TQ015735 
Vicarage Farm (MX) TQ305975 Wraysbury Res (MX) TQ025745 
Victoria Park (IL) TQ363840 Yeading Brook Meadows (MX) TQ105835 
Waddon Ponds (SY) TQ309650 Yiewsley Lake (MX) TQ050804 
Wallington Green Nurseries (SY) TQ290625 
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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 2006 


Two species were seen in the London Area this year which had never before been 
recorded here, both of which originate from North America. The bird of the year award 
probably goes to an American Robin found wintering at Peckham in south London 
in January and last seen at the end of March. Closely following was a Laughing Gull 
at a reservoir gull roost in September, followed by another example of the same 
species at a different site in November, both in Hertfordshire. Circumstances were 
such that, although all these birds stayed a while, only a handful of observers 
managed to see any of them. Otherwise it was it was a very unproductive year for 
those London birders wishing to see new species for the Area, with only Great White 
Egret (4th-6th records) and Barred Warbler (8th record) seen that had been 
recorded on fewer than 10 occasions, and not many more with fewer than 20 records, 
including a Long-tailed Skua (13th) and a spring Bluethroat (18th). Just pushing 
over the twenty mark were three records of White Storks (19th-21st), two Alpine 
Swifts (19th and 20th) and single Montagu’s Harriers and Roseate Terns (both 
21st).The back up cast of slightly more regular visitors included White-winged Black 
Tern, Wrynecks, Hoopoe, Golden Orioles, Great Grey and Red-backed Shrikes, 
Lapland and Snow Buntings but the only scarce waders were Pectoral and Purple 
Sandpipers. Winter was relatively quiet, but Penduline Tits were still present at the 
beginning of the year at Rainham (staying until March) and returned again in 
December, to provide a star attraction here for the fourth successive winter. There 
were a few record counts of waders and wildfowl along the Thames, and storms in 
December produced a good number of Great Northern Divers and Leach’s Petrels 
and some Shags. Spring migration featured some good arrivals of passerine 
migrants such as Wheatear, Redstart and Pied Flycatcher in the second half of 
April, and an ever increasing number of large raptors such as Common Buzzards 
and Red Kites. Some impressive flocks of Arctic Terns passed through. After the 
sensational increase of Little Egrets in London in the 21st century, it is good to report 
the first breeding record with a pair raising young at the capital’s largest heronry, and 
Red Kites were again present in the breeding season at a site occupied in 1995. 
Peregrines and Common Buzzards seemingly established a solid foothold in the 
nesting stakes. Autumn had few real highlights, and was really disappointing for some 
regular migrants with only four Little Stints and not a single Curlew Sandpiper. The 
year also went without a single Temminck’s Stint. 


January 


The year opened with the Penduline Tits wintering at Rainham which were of ‘must- 
see’ category to visitors at the RSPB reserve all winter, and there was also a record 
count of 370 Black-tailed Godwits here on ist. A wintering Spotted Redshank at 
Tyttenhanger GP was still there at the beginning of the year until February and a one- 
day Red-necked Grebe at Thorpe Water Park was also to be seen on New Year's 
Day, the first of only two records for the year of this increasingly rare winter grebe. A 
Red-breasted Merganser that stayed in the Lea Valley during January to March 
arrived on 4th. A flock of 48 White-fronted Geese appeared at both West Thurrock 
and Tilbury on 15th. A flock of 70 grey geese over KGVI the same day were thought 
to be of the same species. The ever faithful Ring-billed Gull was reported again 
along the Thames at the Isle of Dogs for the first time during the year on 22nd. A 
count of 1,300 Teal at Rainham during the month was notable. The only Brent Geese 
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were at Horton (Jan 2nd-Mar 21st) and another at both Amwell and Stanstead 
Abbotts on 14th. Smew were widespread, counts reaching 11 at Wraysbury and 19 
at Thorpe Water Park in January. Two more Red-breasted Mergansers were at 
Staines Res on 27th. Finally there were Little Gulls at three sites, and Water Pipits 
peaked at 12 at Staines Moor. 


February 


White-fronted Geese were a feature of the month, with small flocks visiting 11 places 
between 1st-21st, including 55 at Stocker Lake and 26 at Rye Meads. A Brent 
Goose was at Walthamstow on 27th. A count of 1,068 Wigeon at Rainham on 12th 
was exceptional, and up to 600 Pochard at KGV Res very high. A Knot arrived at 
Tyttenhanger on 3rd to join an already present Greenshank and Spotted Redshank, 
an unusual collection at an inland site in the middle of winter. Another Knot was at 
Island Barn Res on 26th. A Bar-tailed Godwit stayed at the Wetland Centre on and 
off from 5th to 15th. Wintering wader counts on the Essex shore of the Thames at 
West Thurrock included 4,250 Dunlin, 38 Curlew and 25 Avocets. Large numbers 
of wintering Black-necked Grebes were again seen on the large Lea Valley 
reservoirs. At Staines, though a regular site, a wintering count of 15 in February was 
unusually high. Rare grebes and divers at other sites were practically non-existent. A 
Slavonian Grebe at Walton Res on 11th however broke the trend and stayed for over 
a month. Gulls included a total of 25 Mediterranean Gulls in February, with at least 
five different individuals at Beddington, as well as nine Little Gulls at Queen Mother 
Res on 22nd. At the end of the month a Snow Bunting was at Rainham on 26th. 


March 


Winter continued into the early part of the month, with few birds of note in the first 
week. At QEII Res on 7th, four Bewick’s Swans arrived for a short stay, followed by 
another at Holyfield on 11th. Black-necked Grebes at Staines Res increased to 17 
during the month. A single Garganey at the Wetland Centre on 14th was the first for 
the year in a poor spring for this species. Avocets wintering on the Thames at West 
Thurrock reached a record count of 49 on 15th which doubtless included a few 
migrants, such numbers being unheard of just a few years ago. On 19th, two different 
White Storks came over London, each bird being seen at two sites, one in Essex and 
Kent and the second at two places in Hertfordshire. One of the really obvious 
changes in the status of London birds since the start of this century is the increase in 
the number of large raptors, with Red Kites in the forefront of this development. 
Although clearly associated with the introduction scheme not far to the west in the 
Chiltern Hills, sightings have just about doubled almost every year since about 2003. 
This year the same happened, with a clear pattern of March-June occurrences. The 
sighting of 16 on Mar 25th heralded another great spring and summer for this species, 
which is almost becoming common. The final event in March was perhaps the most 
unusual, and made the national newspapers. Since the beginning of January a few 
different householders in an area of Peckham had been seeing an unusual bird 
around their gardens and were not sure what it was. There were no further reports in 
February, but in March it reappeared in the garden of a resident with a camera, who 
photographed it, and out of curiosity sent the photo to the RSPB. The news came 
back that it was in fact an American Robin. Although looked for by many over the 
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next two days, it was almost completely missed, with the exception of four early- 
arriving birders on 28th. This was the final sighting of this new bird for London. 


April 
April was a good month for migration. The first day started with a Common Redstart 
at Walthamstow, and very good numbers of this regular migrant were recorded on an 
almost daily basis until 22nd, with some 85 bird/days during this period. Many were 
males in full spring plumage. The peaks came on Apr 9th (with five at Wormwood 
Scrubs and five at two other sites) and 10th (10 birds at seven sites). There was 
another smaller influx of eight birds on Apr 15th. An Alpine Swift over the Highgate 
Ponds from Apr 8th to 16th provided a big attraction. During its stay, another turned 
up at Crossness LNR (on 14th).The same day proved to be a good one for pipits and 
wagtails. At least 600 Meadow Pipits flew over Queen Mother Res, with a further 127 
at two other sites. Nearby at KGVI there were 14 White Wagtails and another six at 
Queen Mother. Around this time the Lee Valley was full of Sand Martins with counts 
of 1,000 at Amwell on 12th (and 28th) and 100 at Rye Meads on 14th.The only Great 
Grey Shrike of the year was in Kew Gardens.on Apr 15th. This is a late date in the 
year for this scarce winter visitor still to be here. And a strange location! Migrant 
Wheatears suddenly appeared in large numbers on 15th with at least 102 reported 
across London on this date. Single site counts in double figures came from 11 widely 
scattered localities during Apr 15th-20th. On the 20th a major fall took place at 
Rainham Marshes with 49 birds counted. Not so numerous but always welcome, 
spring Pied Flycatchers put in a good showing during the month with a peak during 
the third week. Of the 11 spring birds reported, four were on 17th and the remainder 
in the following six days. There have been plenty of springs in the past when this 
species has not been seen at all. With all these other birds came a fine Bluethroat 
to Staines Moor on 22nd, which was a very cooperative and skulked out in the open 
for most of the day by the R. Colne. Yellow Wagtails, which these days are 
becoming noticeably far less numerous compared with not very long ago, reached a 
small peak with 35 on 23rd and 44 on 24th, totaling counts across the whole Area. 
Another rare migrant, the Wood Warbler produced 11 spring birds between mid-April 
and early May. A fortunate Reigate observer saw a Wryneck in his garden on 24th. 
The month only produced two Garganey (but there were others later in the year), and 
only a handful of Common Scoters (normally a good month on the reservoirs for this 
regular migrant). The spring wader passage was rather a disappointment, with only 
low numbers of the commonest species, especially at the best inland sites. Two . 
notable exceptions were a flock of 50 Bar-tailed Godwits at Rainham on 23rd, with 
23 Whimbrel at eight different sites reported the same day. There were only four 
Turnstones and one Ruff seen during the month and for the spring as a whole the 
complete lack of any stints, Wood Sandpiper and Curlew Sandpiper is rather 
surprising. Little Gulls reached a peak of just 12 at Staines Res (Apr 22nd) and only 
two Mediterranean Gulls were seen during April, but few of the rarer terns with no 
Little Terns seen (until May), and only a handful of Black and Sandwich Terns 
reported. It was however another good arrival of Arctic Terns on cue towards the end 
of the month, with a record year in terms of total numbers seen; peak counts were 70 
at KGV Res on 29th and 62 at Staines on 30th. Common Terns had built up to 81 at 
Staines by 28th. The month finished with a Great White Egret seen flying over 
Walthamstow Res. Formerly rare birds of prey seemed to be everywhere; during the 
month, approximate number of raptors logged included nearly 200 Common 
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Buzzards, 60 Red Kites, 11 Ospreys and nine Marsh Harriers, not to mention plenty 
of Hobbies and Peregrines. 


May 


The month opened on the same theme with a female Hen Harrier flying S over 
Amwell GP on ‘1st. A Brent Goose arrived at Rainham on the same day for a 21 day 
stay. It was a poor spring for Black Terns, with birds only seen during the month from 
A4th-13th (highest count only 11 at KGV Res). A Spoonbill at Farthing Down on 6th 
was seen later in the day at Beddington SF, whilst a Honey Buzzard the following 
day was seen over Rainham Marshes and nearby from the Ingrebourne Valley. At 
Staines, six Turnstones arrived on 11th. A Golden Oriole on a typical date was well 
watched at Stoke Newington Res on 12th. South of the river, a Hoopoe was found in 
a garden, also on 12th. A Roseate Tern at the East India Dock Basin on May 16th 
was deja vu for those who saw the pair that were there as recently as May 14th, 2002. 
As migration began to tail off, another Spoonbill must have given good viewing for 
those in the hide at Kempton NR on 23rd, and another Golden Oriole appeared, this 
time in Richmond Park on 24th. Finally a Nightjar at Teddington from May 26th to 
June 17th was more notable for its choice of suburban habitat (well away from the 
nearest heathland) than anything else. 


June and the breeding season 


Probably the rarest bird of a very quiet month was a Montagu’s Harrier which hunted 
over Rainham Marshes on 3rd and 4th. The same place had a Spoonbill on 6th 
which stayed in the area until finally moving to Walthamstow Res on 18th. 

The undoubted highlight of the breeding season was the discovery of a pair of 
Little Egrets nesting at the Walthamstow heronry during the summer, fledging three 
or four young. This is the first breeding record for the London Area. A pair of Red 
Kites was showing great interest in the same site in Hertfordshire where it was seen 
in 2005, although breeding was not confirmed. We await future developments. 
Numbers of both these species in London have increased rapidly in recent years, as 
have Common Buzzards and Peregrines both of which now breed regularly in small 
numbers. Further news of Avocets breeding in the London Area came from the 
London Wetland Centre in Barnes and also Rainham Marshes in Essex, two of our 
most important additions to the list of London’s wetland reserves in recent years. 
More details are given in the main section of the LBR, but this is only the third year 
ever that this bird has been found nesting in the Area (previously in 1996 and 2005). 
Judging by the number of Cetti’s Warblers now singing in Essex within the London 
boundary, this species seems to be well established in London at last, in this sector 
at least. Only single pairs of Dartford Warbler and Woodlark were found this year. 


July 


Waders returned in relatively small numbers throughout the month, with very few 
Greenshanks seen and Black-tailed Godwit numbers well down compared to what 
might be expected for July. Exceptions were 19 at Stanwell Moor on 10th, then 27 at 
the Wetland Centre on 18th. More unusual (especially in July), the brief sighting of a 
Purple Sandpiper at Staines Res on 23rd was probably the scarcest migrant of the 
month. Most previous sightings have been much later in the year. Others sandpipers 
reached respectable totals with 30 Common Sandpipers at KGV Res and 16 Green 
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Sandpipers at Beddington during the month, but there were only two Wood 
Sandpipers. Few other birds of note were seen, but did include a Great White Egret 
at Rainham Marshes and the Ingrebourne Valley on 17th, yet another Spoonbill, this 
time flying over Redhill town centre on 20th, and a Red-backed Shrike which showed 
well to many at Croxley Moor from July 23rd to early August. 


August 


Wader passage picked up considerably as the month progressed with a small arrival 
of Sanderling on Aug 3rd which consisted of as many as 11 birds at five sites, mostly 
western reservoirs. Green Sandpipers at Beddington peaked at 46 on 6th, an 
outstanding gathering. Little Egrets in Inner London remain few, so one flying past 
Tate Modern on the river on 7th is worth noting. After a short lull, a Spotted Crake at 
Beddington on 12th stayed until 14th, and 13th saw a drake Goosander at Troy North 
GP—a rare August record for this winter visitor. The 13th also produced peak counts 
of 10 Greenshanks and 43 Yellow Wagtails at Rainham, and a Little Tern at 
Banbury Res. Wood Warblers appeared in both Bushy Park and Regent's Park on 
Aug 16th. Always a good month for seeing Turnstones on migration, five were 
hugging the concrete banks of Queen Mother Res on 17th. Meanwhile Rainham 
continued to produce some good gatherings including six Wood Sandpipers on 19th 
with four more at three other sites the same day. Only the second Red-necked 
Grebe of the year was at Hilfield Park Res on 24th, followed by four Common 
Scoters at Thames Chase on 26th. Towards the end of the month passerines came 
to the forefront again. A good fall of Spotted Flycatchers was noted at several 
places between Aug 25th-Sept 1st. Peak counts for the top five sites alone during 
these dates gave a total of 53 birds, without counting any other site. At Bushy Park 
15-20 were estimated to be present on Aug 31st. These were accompanied by a 
Wryneck here on the same day, three days after an earlier Wryneck at Hersham GP 
on 28th. A Little Stint at Rainham from 28th-30th was the first of the year for the 
London Area, and there were only three more in September. A Spotted Crake was 
found at Cornmill Meadows in the Lee Valley on 29th and remained until Sept 7th, the 
first at this site since 1988. Whinchats, which had been building in numbers through 
the month, reached seven at both Park Farm and Wormwood Scrubs over 30th and 
31st. The moulting Tufted Duck flock at Staines grew to 1,865 in August, making the 
sighting of up to seven Black-necked Grebes that were also present rather more 
difficult. It was a good month for Marsh Harriers with six sightings. 


September 


The first week saw a Woodlark in the Ingrebourne Valley on 1st and Spotted 
Redshank at Rainham on 2nd. Numbers of Whinchats at Beech Farm GP rose to 
nine on 7th. A juvenile Long-tailed Skua was also found at Queen Mother Res on 
9th and remained eight days, often in the middle of this large reservoir. The on-site 
sailing club was offering boat rides for hire before too long for those wanting closer 
views. It was not a good autumn for tern passage, but there was a small influx of 
Black Terns from Sept 9th-14th, counts including 33 at QEIl Res on 9th and 36 at 
KGV Res on 11th. Yellow Wagtails at Rainham increased to 51 on 13th, and the only 
Pectoral Sandpiper of the year put in an appearance at Beddington on the same day 
and then again on 15th. Common Scoters arrived at Rainham on 16th and KGV Res 
on 17th with three more at Island Barn. Also on 17th a Honey Buzzard drifted high 
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over Staines. On the evening of 19th, those looking through the gull roost at Hilfield 
Park Res identified a second-winter Laughing Gull amongst all the commoner 
species, a plentiful species on the east and Gulf coasts of North America but a real 
rarity for Hertfordshire and a first for the London Area. It was seen again the following 
evening (for the last time). Found amongst the few remaining Black Terns at Girling 
Res on 23rd was its rarer cousin, a White-winged Black Tern, which hawked the 
reservoir for most of the day. A good sized flock of 24 Black-tailed Godwits over 
Staines on 24th enlivened the wader scene, and a Barred Warbler showed well at 
times in the East India Dock Basin over the two days of 25th and 26th; still only eight 
records in London, all in autumn and nearly all east of the City. As the month came 
to an end, another Wryneck was at Minet CP in West London from Sept 28th (to Oct 
1st) , and for those who like their birds in large numbers, a total of 1,316 Cormorants 
were loafing around the inner banks of Staines Res during the day on 29th. 


October 


A rather quiet month with for the most part, with no major rarities seen and only a 
handful of scarce migrants found during the month, although good visible migration 
was noted on several dates, especially towards the end. Little happened during the 
first week, apart from some final sightings of some summer visitors and a few 
migrants, such as the three Black Terns at KGV Res on 3rd. Holmethorpe SP 
claimed a Slavonian Grebe on 7th and the fifth Wryneck of the year for London on 
8th. On 15th, 19 White-fronted Geese moved over Beddington. A skua at Queen 
Mary Res on 20th was probably a Great Skua. A huge flock of Stock Doves were 
counted at West Hyde on 21st totalling 447. A Red-breasted Merganser was on the 
Thames at Rainham on 23rd, and three White-fronted Geese at QEIl Res on 24th. 
Any observers up before dawn on 26th will have been aware that a large movement 
of Redwings was already in progress at rooftop level across London. By the end of 
the day a total over 7,000 had been counted from just 14 sites. This must have been 
a small fraction of the actual number of birds involved. Woodpigeons sometimes 
move across the London Area in massive numbers, normally reaching a peak in late 
October or early November, often in the first few hours of daylight on clear, sunny 
mornings. This year was typical with 36,065 the highest count on Oct 29th which 
combined the totals from just nine sites. A good deal rarer, a Lapland Bunting was 
found at Staines Moor, also on Oct 29th. 


November 


The Thames Ring-billed Gull reappeared at Woolwich Ferry on 1st. Another large 
movement of winter thrushes was logged by visible migration watchers on 2nd. This 
time they were mainly comprised of Fieldfares, and many were seen passing over 
central London. Overall 7,065 were counted at 11 sites. These were.joined by over 
2,000 Redwings. A Common Scoter stayed at KGVI from Nov 4th-19th. The last 
Osprey of a record year for sightings in the London Area came on 5th when one was 
tracked across Hampshire and Berkshire, then through London past KGVI and Hilfield 
Park reservoirs. Also on 5th there was a Slavonian Grebe at Island Barn Res and 
three drake Scaup at Holmethorpe, and on 10th, a late Garganey at the Wetland 
Centre. The third Great White Egret of the year was seen at Walthamstow Res on 
11th. A Snow Bunting graced Staines causeway briefly on14th, a typical November 
date for this increasingly scarce visitor. As winter drew in so came a good many 
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scarce visitors from the north. A Red-throated Diver stayed two days at KGV Res on 
18th and 19th, before apparently moving down to the river to Rainham where one was 
also seen on 19th. The 18th also was the first day a Slavonian Grebe was on KGV 
and it stayed until the end of the year, and there was another the same day at KGVI 
Res which also remained well into December. Rainham Marshes and the adjacent 
Thames came up trumps again over the next few days, with a Hen Harrier from 22nd 
(on and off until Dec 29th) and a Red-breasted Merganser on 24th. The next day a 
Great Northern Diver was first spotted at Staines Res in what was to become quite 
an influx in forthcoming weeks. Perhaps more surprising than anything was the 
finding of a second Laughing Gull in Hertfordshire, this time an adult bird and clearly 
different from the Hilfield Park Res individual (a second-winter) back in September. It 
was seen in a gull roost (at Amwell GP) on the evening of 26th and also leaving here 
the following morning. To end the month, two Grey Phalaropes appeared on the 
same day on the Thames, one at Rainham and another at West Thurrock on 28th. It 
seems highly unlikely there was just one bird involved in view of subsequent records. 


December 


Atlantic depressions with strong winds and rain brought in some good birds at the end 
of the first week. A Brent Goose at Staines on 3rd was the highlight, until a Grey 
Phalarope on the Thames at West Thurrock 5th-became two Grey Phalaropes briefly 
on 7th. This leads to the assumption that there were only two birds in all the sightings, 
but there could have been three or even four! Meanwhile the appearance of a Shag 
and a Leach’s Petrel at Rainham on 6th and two Shags at West Thurrock on 7th 
doubtless was weather related. Then next day a quick fire series of reports during the 
morning of Leach’s Petrels on the Thames at West Thurrock, Rainham again and 
Tower Bridge and at least five big reservoirs in the Staines/Walton area was very 
sudden. At most of these sites, most birds were seen only very briefly so it is almost 
impossible to work out how many individual birds were seen. One fast moving bird 
could have accounted for many of the sightings. Great Northern Divers appeared at 
nine different reservoir sites during the month, many around 6th-8th, with probably 11 
birds producing the best winter in the last six. AS an example of mobility, one seen 
leaving Brent Res quite early on 8th appears to have arrived some time later on the 
south reservoir of Staines, much to the surprise of two observers already watching 
two others on the north reservoir. A Glaucous Gull was at Beddington from 15th; it 
later also visited QEII Res. Two species not normally seen so late in the year were a 
House Martin at the London Wetland Centre on 9th, and an Arctic Skua at Queen | 
Mary Res on 17th. More normal were four Bewick’s Swans at Holyfield Lake on 19th 
and Red-throated Divers at Girling Res on 18th (to 31st) and Queen Mother Res 
(from 23rd-26th). Also at the latter site over Christmas were a Purple Sandpiper and 
a Glaucous Gull, both on Boxing Day. 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 71 FOR 2006 Zi 


Contributors to the Systematic List 
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K. Hanley (KHa) 

J. Hanson (JHn) 

C. Harbard (CHd) 
Y. Harbison (YH) 

J. Harden (JHd) 

J. Harlow (JHw) 

G. Harper (GHr) 

M. Harper (MH) 

S. Harrington (SHa) 
A.J. Harris (AJH) 
C. Harris (CHa) 
D.M. Harris (DMH) 
G.J. Harris (GJH) 
M. Harris (MHa) 
M.F. Harris (MFR) 
N. Harris (NHs) 

S. Harris (SHs) 
S.R. Harris (SRH) 
T. Harris (THs) 

D. Harrison (DH) 

L. Harrison (LH) 

R. Harrison (RH) 
Harrow NHS (HNHS) 
J. Hart (JHt) 

P. Hart (PHt) 

S. Hart (SHt) 
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J. Harvey (JHy) 

S. Harvey (SHy) 

N. Harwood (NHqd) 

M. Hassan (MHn) 

W.A. Hatton (WAH) 

G. Hawgood (GHd) 

J. Hawkins (JHs) 

K. Hawkins (KH) 

P. Hawkins (PH) 

R. Hawkins (RHs) 

G. Hawthorn (GH) 

G.W.J. Hay (GWJH) 

R.M. Haydon (RMH) 

A. Haynes (AHs) 

C.D.R. Heard (CDRH) 

P. Heathcote (PHe) 

C.N. Hedderwick (CNH) 

T. Heeley (TH) 

R.J. Herbert (RJH) 

Herts Biological Records 
Centre (HBRC) 

Herts Bird Club (HBC) 

N. Hewitt (NHe) 

B. Hicks (BH) 

M. Hicks (MHi) 

R. Hicks (RHi) 

J. Higgott (JHi) 

S.A. Hikmet (SAH) 

Hilfield Park Reservoir Bird 
Report (HPRBR) 

T. Hill (THI) 

P. Hitchmough (PHh) 

B. Hoare (BHe) 

A. Hobson (AHb) 

J. Hockey (JHo) 

D. Hocking (DHg) 

P.T. Hodgson (PTH) 

A. Holden (AHn) 

G. Holliday (GHy) 

A. Holmes (AHm) 

P. Holpin (PHn) 

K.R Holt (KRH) 

P. Holt (PHo) 

M.R. Honey (MRH) 

R. Hooper (RHr) 

L. Hopkins (LHs) 

P. Hopkins (PHs) 

R. Hopkins (RHo) 

K. Hornby (KHy) 

D. Horsley (DHy) 

A. Horten (AHo) 

J. Horton (JHr) 

S. Housden (SHo) 

M. House (MHe) 

D. Housley (DHo) 


. Houston (CHn) 
. Howard (CHo) 
. Howard (THd) 
. Howes (MHo) 
. Hows (MHw) 

. Hubbard (PHu) 
. Huggins (SHn) 
. Hughes (CHs) 
. Hughes (MHs) 
. Hull (CH) 

. Hull (GHu) 

. Humfrey (THu) 
. Humphrey (KHu) 
. Hunt (MHt) 

. Hunt (NHt) 

|. Hunter (IHu) 

J. Hunter (JHu) 
F. Hurst (FH) 

E. Hutchings (EHs) 
D. Hutley (DHt) 

|. Huttner (IHr) 

E. Huxley (EHx) 
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Hyde Pk & Kensington Gdns 


Bird Report (HPKGBR) 
M. lett (MI) 
R.J. Ingold (Rul) 
A. Innes (Al) 
R.E. Innes (REl) 
S. Irwin (Sl) 
L. Ives (LI) 
B. Jackson (BJ) 
D. James (DJa) 
G. James (GJ) 
G.A. James (GAJ) 
M. Jameson (MJ) 
G. Jamie (GJe) 
S. Javes (SJ) 
A.P. Jeffery (APJ) 
D. Jeffreys (DJs) 
D. Jenkins (DJe) 
M. Jennings (MJs) 
D. Jobbins (DJo) 
S. Johnson (SJ) 
G. Johnson-Smith (GJS) 
B. Jones (BJs) 
C. Jones (CJs) 
C.D.R. Jones (CDRJ) 
G. Jones (GJo) 
M. Jones (MJes) 
P. Jones (PJ) 
R. Jones (RJo) 
R.J. Jones (RJJ) 
D. Jordan (DJ) 
M. Jordan (MJn) 
C.R. Jupp (CRJ) 


R. Kaye (RK) 

|. Kendall (IK) 

J. Kendrick (JKk) 

J. Kennedy (JK) 

A. Kennelly (AKy) 

P. Kerr (PK) 

A. Kettle (AK) 

R.H. Kettle (RHK) 

D. Kew (Dk) 

F. Keymer (Fk) 

W. Kilby (Wk) 

. Kilminster (RKr) 

. Kings (MKs) 

. Knight (GK) 

. Kohler (MK) 

. Kynham (RKm) 

. Lacey (HLy) 

. Lambert (PLt) 

. Lamsdell (CL) 

. Lancaster (FL) 

M.B. Lancaster (MBL) 

F. Lane (FLe) 

N. Langdon (NL) 

R.R. Langley (RRL) 

C. Langsdon (CLn) 

N. Latham (NLm) 

J. Lawrence (JLe) 

P. Lawrence (PLe) 

T.J. Lawrence (TJL) 

A. Lawson (AL) 

D. Lea (DLa) 

Lea Valley Park Rangers 
(LVPR) 

E. Leahy (ELe) 

A. Lee (ALe) 

R. Lees (RL) 

W. Legge (WL) 

R. Leighton (RL) 

A. Lewis (ALs) 

H. Lewis (HL) 

M. Lewis (ML) 

P. Lewis (PL) 

A.P. Libby (APL) 

D.J. Lindo (DJL) 

D.J. Ling (DJLg) 

V. Linge (VL) 

M. Lloyd (MLd) 

M.V. Lloyd (MVL) 
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LNHS Ornithological Bulletin 


(LNHS) 
B. Lodge (BL) 
K.W. Lockett (KWL) 
Londons Birding website 
(LBw) 
B.M. Long (BML) 
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G. Longstaff (GL) 

T. Low (TL) 

B. Lowles (BLS) 
D.P. Lowman (DPL) 
R. Lucas (RLs) 

|. Lycett (IL) 

S. Lyon (SL) 

A. Mackay (AMy) 

C. Mackenzie-Grieve (CMG) 
H. Mackie (HM) 

F. Macrow (FM) 

G. Maddison (GM) 
D. & J. Main (DJM) 
P.S. Main (PSM) 
|.R. Malcolm (IRM) 
D. Malins (DMs) 

P. Mantle (PM) 

C. Manville (CM) 

A. Marett (AMt) 

F.J. Maroevic (FJM) 
M. Marriott (MM) 
S.K. Marshall (SKM) 
E. Martyn (EM) 

N. May (NMy) 

G. McBeath (GMB) 
L. McCallum (LMC) 
J. McDonnell (JMD) 
A. McGeeney (AMG) 
M. McKee (MMe) 
D.T. McKenzie (DTM) 
M. McManus (MMM) 
P. McManus (PMM) 
D. McWalter (DMW) 
B. Matthews (BM) 

J. Meehan (JM) 

G. Merchant (PMt) 
P. Merchant (PMt) 
A. Merritt (AM) 
G.D.J. Messenbird (GDJM) 
C. Messenger (CMr) 
O. Metcalf (OM) 

A. Middleton (AMn) 
J. Middleton (JMn) 
R. Middleton (RMn) 
N. Millar (NM) 

D. Miller (DM) 

|. Miller (IM) 

. Miller (KM) 

. Miller (NMr) 

. Milliner (DMr) 

. Millington (DMi) 

. Mitchell (DMI) 

. Mitchell (MMI) 

. Monk (DMk) 

. Montague-Gibson (NMG) 
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A.V. Moon (AVM) 
C. Moore (CMo) 
E. Moore (EMe) 
E.C. Moore (ECM) 
K. Moore (KMe) 

P. Moore (PMe) 
R.C. Moore (RCM) 
R. Morden (RMo) 
G. Morfill (GMI) 

D. Morgan (DMo) 
R. Morgan (RMg) 
D.J. Morris (DJM) 
P. Morris (PMs) 

D. Morrison (DMn) 
S. Mort (SMt) 

R.C. Mortimer (RCM) 
G. Morton (GMn) 
J. Moss (JMs) 


K. Moss (KMs) 


P. Moss (PMs) 

K. Mottram (KMm) 
V. Mummery (VM) 
N. Murphy (NMy) 

J. Murray (JMy) 

K. Murray (KMy) 
S.H. Murray (SHM) 
J. Nash (JNh) 

P. Naylor (PN) 

R. Neave (RN) 

M. Netherwood (MN) 
P. Newbound (PNd) 
J. Newham (JN) 
H.J. Newman (HJN) 
P. Newmark (PNk) 
W. Newnham (WN) 
M. Niblett (MNt) 
G.C. Nicholls (GCN) 
B. Norcott (BN) 

S. North (SN) 

R. Northam (RNm) 
R. Nuttall (RNI) 

M.J. Oakland (MJO) 
J. Oates (JO) 

J. O’Brien (JOB) 

K. O’Hallaran (KOH) 
J. O'Reilly (JOR) 
P.J. Oliver (PJO) 

M. Orchard (MO) 
L.& T. Osborn (LTO) 
S. Osborn (SO) 

T. Osborn (TO) 

A.J. Osborne (AJO) 
E. Owen (EO) 

D. Packman (DPn) 
D. Page (DPe) 


V. Palfi (VP) 

J. Palmer (JPr) 

J. & P. Palmer (JPP) 
M. Palmer (MPr) 
V. Palmer (VPr) 
S. Papps (SP) 

N. Parish (NPh) 
C. Parker (CPr) 
A.J. Parkes (AJP) 
M. Parr (MPa) 
Parrish (JPh) 

. Parry (CP) 

. Pash (SPh) 

. Patmore (SPa) 
. Paul (RP) 

. Payne (KP) 

. Payne (RPa) 
W. Payne (WPe) 
J. Peacock (JPk) 
M.J. Peake (MJP) 
S. Pearce (SPe) 
M. Pearson (MP) 
M.J. Pearson (MJP) 
R. Pearson (RPe) 
D. Pease (DPa) 
D. Peers (DP) 
S.& G. Peggs (SGP) 
T.J. Pell (TJP) 

A. Pepper (APr) 
A. Perks (APs) 

P. Peretti (PP). 

J. Perry (JPy) 

M. Perry (MPy) 
P.L. Peterson (PLP) 
. Petts (SPs) 

. Phillips (KPs) 

. Pickett (APt) 
Picton (JPn) 

. Pitcher (LP) 

. Pittaway (VPy) 
. Plank (GP) 

. Pledge (DPI) 

. Plummer (DPu) 
. Podmore (APe) 
. Pollard (APd) 

. Ponton (APo) 

. Porritt (DPt) 
S.G. Posen (SPo) 
M. Powesland (MPdqd) 
S. Poynter (SPr) 
D. Poyser (DPr) 
F. Prater (FP) 

G. Prater (GPr) 

B. Preece (BPe) 
P. Preston (PPn) 
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J. Priestnall (JPI) 

J. Pritchard (JPd) 

K.L. Purdey (KLP) 

D. Pye (DPy) 

R. Pyrah (RPy) 

J. Quail (JQ) 

A. Quinn (AQ) 

G. Raine (GR) 

M. Ralph (MR) 

G. Randall (GR) 

P.E. Randall (PER) 

Rare Bird Alert (RBA) 

N. Rawlings (NRg) 

S. Read (SR) 

. Rear (DR) 

. Redfern (MRn) 

. Reece (DRe) 

. Reed (BR) 

. Reid (ARd) 

Reid (JR) 

. Reynolds (AR) 

. Rhodes (PRs) 

. Rhymes (DRs) 

. Ribeaux (NRx) 

. Richards (GRs) 

. Richardson (VR) 

. Riches (GRi) 

Richmond Park Bird Group 
(RPBG) 

B. Ridout (BRi) 

M. Ridley (MRy) 

C. Robinson (CR) 

M. Robinson (MRo) 

P. Roper (PRr) 

|. Rose (IR) 

A. Rosen (ARn) 

J. Rowe (JRe) 

C. Rowling (CR) 

RSPB NW Surrey 
(RSPBNWS) 

RSPB Tonbridge (RSPBT) 

Runnymede Ringing Group 
(RRG) 

M. Rusbridge (MRu) 

B. Russell (BRI) 

T. Ryder (TR) 

Rye Meads Ringing Group 
(RMRG) 

P. Rymell (PR) 

A. Salmon (AS) 

D. Sampson (DS) 

T. Sams (TS) 

A.F. Sanderson (AFS) 

E. Sargieson (ESn) 

M. Schickner (MS) 
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J. Scivyer (JSv) 

D. Scott (DSt) 

J. Seale (JSe) 

M. Searle (MSe) 

V. Searle (VS) 

M.J. Sheehan (MJS) 

A.S.M. Self (ASMS) 

P. Sellers (PSs) 

N.P. Senior (NPS) 

J. Sharpe (JSh) 

|. Shaw (IS) 

A. Sheaman (ASn) 

S. Shephard (SSqa) 

M. Shepherd (MSd) 

B.& C. Sherlock (BCS) 

J. Sherwood (JSd) 

R. Shinebaum (RSm) 

S. Shippey (SSy) 

D.S. Shippeyenger (DSS) 

A. Sidders (ASs) 

M. Silk (MSk) 

M. Simons (MSs) 

F. Simpson (FS) 

R. Simpson (RS) 

M. Sims (MSi) 

N. Sinden (NSn) 

|. Skelton (ISk) 

A. Skotnicki (ASi) 

C. Slade (CSe) 

J. Sleight (JSt) 

T.R. Smeeton (TRS) 

A. Smith (ASh) 

C. Smith (CSh) 

D. Smith (DSh) 

|. Smith (ISh) 

K. Smith (KS) 

J. Smith (JSm) 

M. Smith (MSh) 

P. Smith (PSh) 

R. Smith (RSh) 
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C. Smout (CSt) 

R. Snelgrove (RSv) 

M. Southcott (MSt) 

C. Spencer (CSr) 

P.A. Spencer (PAS) 

M.J. Spicer (MJS) 

F. Spink (FS) 

M. Sparrow (MSw) 

B. Spooner (BS) 

S.J. Spooner (SJS) 

D. Spratt (DSt) 

A. Spry (ASy) 

St James’s Pk Bird Report 
(SJPBR) 


W.A. Stacey (WAS) 
. Stachnicki (ASk) 

. Standbridge (SS) 
. Standing (RSg) 

. Stanger (ASr) 

. Stanley (DSy) 

. Stannard (ES) 

. Steel (PSI) 

. Steven (SSn) ” 
A.J. Stevens (AJSt) 
J. Stevens (JSs) 

P. Stevens (PSv) 

C. Stewart (CS) 
N.R. Stocks (NRS) 
M.S. Stone (MSS) 
W.R. Stoneham (WRS) 
P. Street (PSt) 

A. Stroud (ASd) 

J. Sturke (JSu) 

S. Styles (SSt) 

J.A. Sullivan (JAS) 
M. Sullivan (MSu) 
Summercroft School (SSI) 
K.J. Summerfield (KJS) 
N. Sumner (NS) 
Surrey Birders (SBs) 
J. Sutherby (JSy) 

K. Sutton (KSn) 

S. Swaby (SSw) 
A.S. Sweetland (ASS) 
J. Sweetland (JSd) 
R. Swinbourn (RSn) 
J. Swithinbank (JSk) 
F. Symons (FSs) 

M. Tabuteau (MTu) 
J. Talks (JTs) 

A. Tanner (ATr) 

N. Tanner (NT) 

R.& D. Tarran (RDT) 
P.L. Tarrant (PLT) 

J. Taverner (JTr) 

A. Taylor (ARa) 

C. Taylor (CTr) 

M. Taylor (MTr) 

M.J. Taylor (MJT) 

N. Taylor (NTr) 

R. Taylor (RTr) 

J. Terry (JTy) 

R. Terry (RT) 

A. Tester (ATe) 

B. Theakston (BT) 
B.J. Thomas (BJT) 
M. Thomas (MTs) 

E. Thomason (ET) 
J. Thompson (JT) 
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M. Thompson (MT) 
K. Thornton (KTn) 
S.C. Tilley (SCT) 
N. Timms (NTs) 
M. Tingley (MTy) 
T. Townshend (TT) 
B. Tranter (BTr) 
K. Travers (KTs) 
G. Tregidgo (GT) 
S. Trenerry (STy) 
B. Trevis (BTr) 

M. Trier (MTi) 

G. Trigg (GTg) 

J. Tucker (JTu) 

C. Turner (CT) 

G. Turner (GTu) 
D. Tutt (DT) 

A. Tweed (AT) 

G. Unwin (GU) 

D. Urquhart (DU) 
A. Vass (AV) 

H. Vaughan (HV) 
L. Vaughan (LV) 
P. Vaughan (PV) 
A.G Verrall (AGV) 
P.J. Vines (PJV) 


C. Von Hagen (CVH) 


C. Vousden (CV) 
V. Wakering (VWg) 


R.M.W. Waldron (RMWW) 


M. Walford (MWd) 


M.S. Wallen (MSWhn) 


M. Waller (MWr) 
C.A. Walsh (CAW) 
S. Walton (SW) 
S.J. Ward (SJW) 
M. Warden (MWn) 


. Warner (PW) 

. Warren (DWr) 

. Washington (DWg) 
& M. Washington (DMW) 
. Waters (DWa) 

. Waters (RWs) 

. Watson (AWn) 

. Watson (NW) 

R.J. Watts (RJW) 

A. Webb (ABb) 

R. Webb (RWb) 

H. Webster (HWr) 

P. Webster (PWr) 
J.F.N. Wedge (JFNW) 
E. Wee (EW) 

J. Weir (JW) 

S. Welch (SWh) 

M. Wemys (MWs) 

S. West (SWt) 

V. West (VW) 

G. Westbrook (GWk) 

G. Westley (GWy) 

C.W. Westwood (CWW) 
R. Westwood (RWd) 
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) 
D. Wheatcroft (DW) 

M. Wheeler (MWe) 

B. Whiskin (BW) 

M.S. Whitaker (MSW) 
A. White (AWe) 

G. White (GW) 

P.D. White (PDW) 

P. Whiteman (PWn) 

H. Whittle (HWe) 

D. Widdowson (DWn) 
M. Wigg (MWg) 

VIP AP Wilczur (JPPW) 
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A. Wileman (AWi) 
A. Wilkin (AWk) 

C. Wilkinson (CWi) 
J.D. Willett (JDW) 

|. Williams (IWs) 

J. Williams (JWs) 
L. Williams (LW) 

S. Williams (SWs) 
P. Williams (PWs) 
C. Wills (CW) 

D. Wills (DWs) 

A. Wilson (AWI) 
A.D. Wilson (ADW) 
D. Wimpress (DWi) 
J.S. Winder (JSW) 
A. Winn (AW) 

L.F. Winter (LFW) 
Witham Boy’s Brigade (WBB) 
P. Wood (PWd) 

|. Woodward (IW) 
R. Woodward (RW) 
E. Woolcock (EWk) 
S. Woolcock (SWk) 
D. Wooldridge (DWe) 
A. Woolley (AWy) 
M. Worby (MWo) 
M. Wretham (MWm) 
B.E. Wright (BEW) 
M. Wright (MWt) 

T. Wright (TW) 

M. Wurr (NWu). 

E. Youles (EY) 

G. Young (GY) 
G.T. Young (GTY) 
S. Younger (SY) 
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Birds of the London Area, 2006 


with Additions and Corrections for previous years 


A REPORT ON BIRD LIFE WITHIN TWENTY MILES OF ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 


The sequence and nomenclature of species in the systematic list of this report is 
based on the Birds of Britain: the Complete Checklist (Mitchell and Vinicombe, 2006) 
and the relevant EURING number appears beside each species and sub-species 
heading. 

The six counties within the London Area are signified in the report as follows: 
Essex, Herts = Hertfordshire, Middx = Middlesex, Bucks = Buckinghamshire, Kent, 
Surrey as well as In Lond = Inner London. North, South, East and West are 
abbreviated to N, S, E and W. Other abbreviations are: 


CBC = Common Bird Census OS = Open Space 

CP = Country Park PR = Playing Field(s) 

FB = Filter Beds PS = Power Station 

GC = Golf Course : QE ll = Queen Elizabeth I] Res 
Gdn(s) = Garden(s) R. = River 

GP = Gravel Pit(s) Res = _ Reservoir(s) 

KGV = _ King George V (Essex) RG = Ringing Group 

KGVI =. King George VI (Middx) SF/W = Sewage Farm/Works 
LBR = London Bird Report SP = Sand Pit(s) 

LNR = Local Nature Reserve WCB = _ Watercress Beds 
NR = Nature Reserve WP = Water Park 

OPC = Outdoor Pursuits Centre WR Wildfowl Reserve 


Observers’ initials in the report are shown against principal records. A full list of 
observers appears on pages 18 to 22. The abbreviation ‘mo’ used for some records, 
indicates ‘many observers’. All running totals of rare or unusual birds that are 
provided in the systematic list refer to occurrences since 1900. 


0152 Mute Swan 


Status: common breeding resident. 


Cygnus olor 


Breeding records (including nest building): 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey InLond TOTAL 
35 28 15 4 1 25 1 109 


A below average number of breeding birds for recent years, though this 
widespread commensal species is always significantly under-represented 
and often ignored away from WeBS counts, and it is therefore difficult to draw 
out a trend from the annual reports. Maxima for each sector listed below. 


Essex 


Herts 
Middx 
Surrey 
In Lond 


0153 


Essex 
Herts 
Surrey 


0154 


Herts 


0159 


Essex 


Herts 


Middx 


Surrey 


In Lond 
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Harrow Lodge Park, 120 on Jan 26th and Dec 10th. Walthamstow Res, 100 
on Mar 12th. 

Stocker’s Lake/Bury Lake, 74 on Sep 17th. 

Hampton Court Park, 82 on Dec 28th. Ruislip Lido, 50 on Aug 9th. 

R. Thames at Queens Promenade, 150 on Apr 26th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 97 on Feb 19th. 


Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus 
Status: scarce migrant, usually in autumn, and winter visitor. 


There were just two records this year, a poor showing after last year’s influx. 


Holyfield Marsh GP, a 1st-winter on Mar 11th (KTs). 
Holyfield Lake, a 1st-winter from Mar 11th-13th was also seen in Essex (mo). 
QEIl Res, four adults present from 06.40—06.50 on Mar 7th (DMH). 


Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 
Status: rare winter visitor. 


Hilfield Park Res, an adult on Oct 14th (SHM). Tyttenhanger GP, an adult on 
Feb 3rd (NBw). 


Both of these sites also recorded birds in 2005. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers. 


A very good year with several small groups present for several days and a few 
medium sized flocks. 


Fishers Green/Hooks Marsh, up to two present from Mar 4th-19th (SP et a/). 
KGV Res, 20 over on Feb 20th (per JFk). Rainham Marshes NR, up to four 
from Dec 26th-31st (PH, RDH, HV). Waltham Marsh, two from Feb 6th-16th 
(mo). West Thurrock Marshes, 48 over on Jan 15th, were also seen over 
Tilbury (DJo). 

Cheshunt GP, two over on Feb 9th were the Waltham Marsh birds (ADW). 
Hilfield Park Res, one on Feb 2nd (SHM). Rye Meads RSPB, 26 on Feb 7th 
(RMRG). Stocker’s Lake, 55 on Feb 4th-5th (JT et a/). | 

Staines Moor, four from Feb 1st-6th were at Stanwell Moor on the morning of 
1st (PN et al). 

Beddington SF, eight on Feb 21st (JPA), 19 on Oct 15th (JPA, GDJM) and 
two on Dec 17th (MN). Gatton Park Lake, 25 on Feb 18th (DAC). London 
Wetland Centre, one on Mar 26th (RK) and 30th (MJG). QEII Res, three with 
Greylags on Oct 24th (DMH). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, a 1st-winter of unknown origin from Feb 10th- 
20th (DTM). 
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Essex 


Herts 
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Grey geese sp Anser sp 
KGVI Res, 70 over on Jan 15th were thought most likely to be White-fronted 
Geese (REI). 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 
Status: common feral breeding resident, controlled. 


Often accompanied by hybrids, especially with Canada Goose and domestic 
descendants. Like other common and feral wildfowl, under-recorded. 
Breeding records (very much under-recorded) are given in brackets, with 
highest substantial counts where they exceed 50 individuals. 


Belhus Woods CP (5), 66 on June 11th. Fishers Green (1), 79 on Sep 18th. 
Grange Waters, 287 on Sep 10th. Hall Marsh (1). Harrow Lodge Park, 50 on 
Dec 10th. Havering CP, 56 on Feb 4th. Holyfield Hall Farm, 63 on Mar 4th. 
Ingrebourne Valley (2), 133 on Jan 21st. Rainham Marshes NR, 230 on Oct 
8th. Walthamstow Res (13), 133 on July 1st. Warren Gorge (5). 

Amwell GP (4). Cheshunt GP (3). Frogmore GP (1). Hampermill, Watford (Dy 
Lynsters Farm, 86 on Nov 19th. West Hyde GP, 57 on Jan 13th. Woodoaks 
Farm, Maple Cross, 54 on July 30th. 

Broadwater Lake, 100 on Oct 29th. 

Queen Mother Res, 96 on Aug 18th. 
Chipstead Lake, 180 on Dec 2nd. Dartford Marsh, 109 on Dec 15th. 
Sevenoaks WR (80 goslings on May 31st), 290 on Jun 21st. Sutton at Hone, 
95 on Dec 28th. 

Gatton Park Lake, 71 on Nov 19th. Holmethorpe SP, 79 on Dec Qth. 
Trevereux area, 79 on Nov ‘1st. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, minimum of 154 all year and max of 327 on Oct 
31st. Regent's Park, 62 on Sept 1st. 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla 
Status: occasional migrant and winter visitor. 


Recorded from 15 sites this year, the same as last year. The largest flock was 
12 at Rainham Marshes on Nov 22nd. 


Harlow, one N on Mar 13th (per BG). KGV Res, one on Mar 24th (per JFk). 
Rainham Marshes NR, two on Jan 27th; six on Mar 22nd; one intermittently 
from May 1st-21st; one on July 15th; three from Oct 8th-11th; up to 12 from 
Nov 15th-27th; one intermittently from Dec 1st-27th (mo). Walthamstow Res, 
singles on Feb 27th (DCn, PLt) and Nov 14th (per JFk). West Thurrock 
Marshes, seven on Nov 28th (DMn), three on Dec 8th (SSy) and four on 9th 
(RL). 

Amwell GP, one on Jan 14th (BR, PRr). Rye Meads RSPB, one on Dec 27th 
(RMRG). Stanstead Abbots GP, one on Jan 14th was probably the one seen 
later at Amwell (CD). Tyttennanger GP, one on Jan 27th (LGRE). 


Middx 
Bucks 


Kent 
Surrey 


0166 


Essex 


Herts 


Middx 


Kent 


Surrey 


In Lond 


0167 


Herts 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 71 FOR 2006 a 


Staines Res, one on Dec 3rd (mo). Tottenham Marsh, singles flew N on Feb 
28th and Nov 14th (PLt). 

Horton Fields, one from 2005 present intermittently between Jan 2nd-30th 
and again from Mar 4th-21st. (CDRH). 

Swanscombe Marsh, nine flew W on Jan 8th (per BG). 

Beddington SF, one on June 24th (JPA, GDJM). QEII Res, one on Oct 11th 
(SJS). 


Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
Status: very common breeding resident; controlled. 


Part of the furniture at London’s wetlands, so predictably under-recorded. 
Breeding records of at least five nests or 10 goslings are given in brackets, 
with peak counts over 200. The highest count this year was 916 at 
Walthamstow Res on July ‘st, almost identical to last year's peak of 900 at 
the same site. 


Belhus Woods CP (5). Dagenham, Fords (10). Fishers Green, 310 on Sept 
18th. Harrow Lodge Park, 230 on Jan 26th. Walthamstow Res (38), 916 on 
July 1st. Warren Gorge (5). 7 

Amwell GP, 230 on July 1st. Bury Lake (27 goslings). Cheshunt GP (9). 
Frogmore GP, Radlett (42 juveniles). Hilfield Park Res, 204 on Sept 26th. 
Panshanger Park (10). Tyttenhanger GP (25 goslings), 215 on Sept 16th. 
Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross, 290 on July 30th. 

Hampton Court Park, c220 on Feb 4th. Kempton NR (14 goslings). Staines 
Res, 319 on Aug 25th. 

Sevenoaks WR (48 goslings). 

Barwell Court Farm (19 juveniles, 2 goslings). Beddington SF (10 goslings). 
Kings Mere, Wimbledon Common (11 goslings). London Wetland Centre, 
200 on Dec 31st. Walton Res (9). 

Regent's Park, 295 in July. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 
Status: rare winter visitor, occasional visitor from self-sustaining population 


Verulamium Lake, St Albans, 11 on Sept 9th. 


One bird from this flock had a colour ring on it which was traced back to a self- 
sustaining population in Bedfordshire. As this population has been afforded 
Category C status it justifies this record appearing in the main section of the 
systematic list rather than the Escapes section where this species usually 
ends up. This is the first record from a self-sustaining population in the 
London Area; whilst more can be expected they will only be accepted if 
supported by evidence such as colour rings. 
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Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 
Status: increasing introduced breeding resident. 


The strongholds remain Middx and Surrey. Pale-headed birds originating from 
a ringing scheme in Isleworth are seen all over the region. Breeding records 
(number of pairs/broods in brackets) and site maxima above one are recorded 
below. 


Broadfields Farm, Thames Chase, two on May 3rd. Dagenham Ghase, two on 
Mar 28th. Fishers Green, up to three all year. Hayes Hill Farm, two on Feb 
26th. Walthamstow Res, up to three from May-Dec. 

Amwell GP, two on April 10th. Lynsters Farm, up to four all year. Maple Lodge 
NR, two on Mar 26th. Rye Meads RSPB, two on May 27th. Stocker’s Lake, 
five on Jan 22nd. 

Ashford Common Water Treatment Works, four on Jan 15th. Bedfont Lakes 
CP, three on Apr 30th. Bushy Park (2), 40 on Aug 27th. Denham CP, two on 
Apr 10th. Frays Valley LNR, two on Feb 5th. Hampton Court Park (2), 61 on 
Oct 4th. KGVI Res, four on July 22nd. Kempton NR, two on May 22nd. 
Littleton, five on Oct 21st. Osterley Park, four on Dec 18th. Queen Mary Res, 
two on Apr 14th. Ruislip Lido, seven on Jan 1st. Shepperton, two on Feb 4th. 
Springwell Lake, two on Mar 13th. Staines Res, eight on Jan 1st. Stoke 
Newington Res, two from Sept 13th-Oct 11th. Tottennam Marsh, two N on 
May 30th. Twickenham, 19 on May 19th. Wormwood Scrubs, two on Apr 23rd 
and Sept 12th. 

Denham Court, two on Feb 4th. Langley Park (1), nine on Aug 2nd Hnciiaing 
7 young). Queen Mother Res, eight on Aug 5th. Wraysbury GP, four on Jan 
25th. 

Bradbourne Lakes, Sevenoaks (1). Sevenoaks WR, nine on Dec 13th. 
Beddington SF, up to two all year. Cannon Hill Common, six on July 8th. 
Mount Pond, Clapham, 14 on Aug 4th, 10th and 15th. Holmethorpe SP, four 
on Dec 31st. Kew Gardens, six on May 7th. London Wetland Centre, 11 on 
Apr 26th. Molesey Heath, two on Dec 23rd. New Malden, two on May 28th. 
QEIl Res, 17 on Oct 28th. R. Thames (various sites), 30 on Mar 8th. 
Richmond Park, 14 on Aug 5th. Riverside OS, Molesey, four on Aug 2nd. 
South Norwood CP, two on Feb 24th. The Ledges, Esher, three on Jan 21st. 
Thorpe Water Park, 11 on Jan 15th. Walton Res, four on Jan 2nd and 6th. 
Wandsworth Common, two on Aug 25th. West End Common, two on Jan 
12th. Wimbledon Common, three on May 1st. Worcester Park, two on Apr 
13th. 

Holland Park, three on May 8th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, three on Sept 
19th. Regent's Park, three on Apr 1st. Vauxhall Bridge, five on Oct 10th. 


Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 
Status: decreasing breeding resident on Lower Thames, regular visitor to 
major inland waters where it breeds in small numbers. 


There were 27 pairs in the breeding season this year compared to 18 in 2005, 
the vast majority being at Rainham Marshes although there was no indication 
of breeding success from there. 
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The highest counts in each county sector are given, though one or two birds 
turn up at many more sites, and breeding records are in brackets. 


Creekmouth (1), 82 on Dec 24th. Dagenham, Fords (2), 26 on Nov 4th. 
Ingrebourne Valley, eight on May 21st. QEIl Bridge, 19 on March 12th. 
Rainham Marshes RSPB (21 pairs summered), 187 on Mar 12th. 
Walthamstow Res (2), 42 on Feb 23rd. West Thurrock Marshes, 67 on Feb 
14th. 

Amwell GP, 12 on Feb 5th. Rye Meads RSPB (1), 10 on Apr 16th. 

KGVI Res, nine on May 7th. Staines Res, 10 on Apr 5th. 

Queen Mother Res, eight on May 4th. 

Dartford Marsh, 24 on Jan 23rd. 

Beddington SF, six on Dec 8th. London Wetland Centre, five on Apr 28th. 
QEIl Res, 20 on May 12th. R. Thames, Hampton (1), five on July 10th. Walton 
Res, 25 on Apr 6th. 


Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata 
Status: introduced breeding resident, established and locally common. 


About 43-45 broods were seen this year compared to 34 in 2005 — the most 
successful breeding season ever in the London Area. The only negative was 
the loss of the high wintering numbers in Grovelands Park where the peak 
was just 17 this year compared to 180 last year. 


Breeding records (number of broods in brackets) and maximum counts for 
sites with peaks of five or more are given below. 


Bedfords Park, six on Mar 9th. Connaught Water, 40 on Nov 10th. Epping 
Forest (all sites) (22-24). Knighton Wood, 15 on Jan 11th. Strawberry Hill 
Pond, Epping Forest, 32 on Jan 16th. 

Aldenham Res, 11 on Jan 15th. Beech Farm GP (1), five on May 14th. 
Brookmans Park, 10 on Feb 4th. Coopers Green GP (1), five on May 14th. 
Oakmere Park 12 on February 19th. Panshanger Park (1), six on Sept 12th. 
Tykeswater Lake (1), 16 on Nov 16th. West End, six on Dec 30th. 

Bentley Priory (1). Bushy Park (1), 41 on Jan 15th. Grovelands Park (2), 17 
on Mar 8th. Oakmere Park, Potters Bar, 12 on Feb 19th. Osterley Park, 21 on 
May 24th. Stanmore Common (1). Totteridge Valley (2). Trent Park, 43 on 
Feb 18th. Whitewebbs Lake, 20 on Mar 7th. 

Queen Mother Res, five flew over on Oct'11th. Wraysbury GP, six on Feb 
10th. 

Sevenoaks WR, 10 on Dec 30th. | 

Epsom Common (1), 16 on May 28th. Esher Common, six on Nov 21st. 
Gatton Park Lake, five on Apr 17th. Island Barn Res, seven on Feb 24th and 
Apr 18th. R.Mole, East Molesey, 10 on Feb 2nd. Richmond Park (2), 56 on 
Feb 18th. Walton Res (1), six on Mar 10th. West End Common, nine on Dec 
17th. Wimbledon Common (2), 11 on Sept 28th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns (2), six on Oct 5th. Regent’s Park (2), max 14 in 
both winter periods. St James’s Park (1), up to two between Jan-Apr. 
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Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope 
Status: common winter visitor, with occasional Summer records. 


Numbers continue to increase at London’s main site — Rainham Marshes — 
this year’s peak count was 1,068 on Feb 12th compared to 839 in 2005. There 
were only a handful of sightings in the summer months, mostly from Inner 
London where nearly all records are escapes; however, the flock of eight in 
Kensington Gardens in December were probably wild birds. 


Monthly peak counts from sites with at least 100 birds were as follows: 
Jan Feb Mar Sept Oct Nov Dec 


Essex Cornmill Meadows 205 ~=80 4 142 - 70 
Fishers Green i 110" 100 6 - 48 68 
Hall Marsh 88 35 - 9 48 105 110 
Rainham Marshes NR 1000 1068 1016 97 254 500 520 
Herts Amwell GP 13indo0 - 32 100 - - 
Middx Kempton NR 225 : 3. 382 33 son 200 
KGVI Res - 8 - 12 - 10 204 
Queen Mary Res 184 180 - 8 26 - 161 
Staines Res 321° 395) 235. 92" (72) 14Gme2se 
Bucks Woodlands Park GP 100 100 - - - =i aRO2 
Surrey Island Barn Res 20) 19109 30 e<| seals 7 


London Wetland Centre 144 113 96 36 100M 55s aot 


Richmond Park - - - 40 100 . - 
Thorpe Park 160 57 109 = 152.) 1045 ns 
Walton Res (484 AS 21213) eZ202emeeee 


Maxima from other localities of 50 or more and all Inner London records are 
given below. 


Belhus Woods CP, 65 on Jan 8th. Grange Waters, 61 on Oct 15th. 
Cheshunt GP (Friday Lake), 85 on Dec 19th. Seventy Acres Lake, 50 on Jan 
26th. Hertford, 52 on Feb 17th. Hilfield Park Res, 70 on Dec 18th. Lynsters 
Farm, 85 on Mar 7th. Stocker’s Lake, 70+ on Jan 1st. 

Hampton Court Park, 51 on Feb 2nd. Park Lodge Farm, Harefield, 90 on Feb 
10th. Ponders End Lake, 50 on Feb 15th. Springwell Lake, c100 on Jan 30th. 
Barbican, one on June 20th. Blackfriars Bridge, one flew past on June 19th. 
Kensington Gdns, eight on Dec 26th. Regent's Park, three between Jan 6th- 
Feb 9th. St James’s Park, two on Apr 18th. Vauxhall Bridge, two on May Qth. 


Gadwall Anas strepera 
Status: local breeding resident and common winter visitor. 


There were 39 broods noted this year compared to 31 in 2005. Despite the 
presence of large numbers summering at two of our prominent nature 
reserves, e.g. over 40 at the Wetland Centre and 14 pairs at Rainham 
Marshes, no broods were seen at either site. 


Counts at the main sites are listed in the table below, followed by other 
notable counts, along with breeding records (number of broods in brackets) 
and a summary of Inner London records. 
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Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Essex Rainham Marshes NR PA AA MO tor al Eh) 10 
Herts Amwell GP A) Ss - 4 - - - 
Panshanger Park 544 80 = 62 =) Ol etero4 en O2 aa 66 
Rye Meads RSPB 2A OO 143), 90R 326 27h S108 103, 
Middx Brent Res Of hl Oh a 0 - =e OO 
Kent | Crossness LNR Ul A) ahh se IZ 4 Se AO shea! 
Surrey L. Wetland Centre ANy oC BR) 22: 2 WAR 1) AN 
Walton Res Oil a0 ZO 42 eZee 47k Odes 08 


Belhus Woods CP, 50 on Jan 12th. Grange Waters, 73 on Oct 15th. Hall Marsh, 
93 on Oct 30th. Rainham Marshes NR, 14 pairs summered but no broods seen. 
Walthamstow Res, 85 on Feb 13th. Wanstead Park, 100 on Dec 17th. 

Amwell GP (1). Cheshunt GP (6), 67 on Feb 11th. Helicon GP, 61 on Jan 
15th. Hertingfordbury, 73 on Feb 4th. Hilfield Park Res (2), 58 on Mar 4th. 
Lynsters Farm, 60 on Feb 12th and 17th. Maple Lodge NR (1). Panshanger 
(2), 102 on November 19th. Pynesfield GP, 61 on Jan 15th. Rye Meads RSPB 
(25). Stanstead Abbots GP, 69 on Feb 11th. Stocker’s Lake, c100 on Dec 
27th. Troy Mill GP (1). Tyttenhanger GP (1). 

Brent Res (1). Broadwater Lake, 50 on Jan 20th. KGVI Res, 52 on Dec 8th. 
Stoke Newington Res, 50 on Nov 29th. 

Orlitts North Lake, 52 on Jan 23rd. Wraysbury GP, 70 on Jan 23rd. 
Sevenoaks WR, 84 on Dec 27th. 

Beddington SF, 85 on Feb 18th. Island Barn Res, 65 on Jan 23rd. London 
Wetland Centre, up to 43 in June but no broods seen. Molesey GP (1). R. 
Thames, Barnes, 65 on Mar 12th. Richmond Park, 205 on Dec 14th. Thorpe 
Water Park, 62 on Jan 15th and Feb 12th. 

Battersea Park, 16 on Jan 15th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 21 on Mar 5th. 
Regent's Park, 33 in Jan and Feb. St James’s Park, three on Mar 29th. 
Vauxhall Bridge, two on May 16th. 


Common Teal Anas crecca 
Status: common winter visitor and rare breeder. 


As in 2005 there were summering birds at several sites but no proof of 
breeding. The highest count of the year was 1,300 at Rainham Marshes on 
Jan 11th, virtually double the equivalent count there last year — although there 
were 1,000 at Barking Bay in January 2005. 


Monthly maxima at the main localities were as follows: 
Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Essex Creekmouth, Barking 188 214 184 6 174 187 464 316 
Ingrebourne Valley CO SZ. 46r So OU On (4s 294 
Rainham Marshes NR 1300 913 557 298 200 255 969 609 
Walthamstow Res 29 iS 40 Se Or Alin wi20i 142 
West Thurrock Marshes 200 130 £60 =! Swale se Sl A) 

Herts Rye Meads RSPB Ol so 74 PA ya ait) aed 

Middx KGVI Res Ae. - Sh 6} 6) 112 Zk 
Staines Res OS 268 = 30 2 AN22e 34" 726 8 

Kent  Crossness LNR Silo S004 Oe Oro Oe 400267 9220 
Sevenoaks WR HD 5) Als} 15 = 00 Oe 66 

Surrey Beddington SF 85) 35) 225 0S SO Al 2000) Ai 


L. Wetland Centre At OMA die SO 4 O52 15) 3240 400) 2904 
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Notable peak counts at other sites and breeding details are given below along 
with a Summary of Inner London records. 


Beckton SW, 183 on Oct 15th. Bow Creek, 208 on Jan 13th. Connaught 
Water, 100 on Feb 27th. Cornmill Meadows, 295 on Oct 31st. Dagenham, 
Fords, 208 on Nov 4th. Grange Waters, 116 on Jan 29th. QEII Bridge, 70 on 
Feb 12th. West Thurrock Marshes, two pairs in breeding season but probably 
failed. : 

Maple Lodge NR, 74 on Sept 17th. Otterspool, 66 on Nov 19th. Tyttenhanger 
GP, 54 on Mar 4th. 

Brent Res, 86 on Dec 17th. East India Dock Basin, 155 on Dec 20th. Kempton 
NR, 55 on Dec 10th. Stanwell Moor, 57 on Sept 8th. 

Wraysbury GP, 90 on Feb 10th. 

Beddington SF, 1-2 on several dates in June. London Wetland Centre, up to 
18 in June. R. Thames, Barnes, 209 on Jan 15th. Walton Res, 64 on Feb 4th. 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, three flew N on Apr 21st, singles in Aug on three 
dates and on Nov 4th. Regent's Park, up to five between the beginning of the 
year and Mar 15th; two on Oct 5th with one remaining till the end of the year. 


Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
Status: very common and widespread breeding resident. 


The maximum count was 500 at Panshanger Park, just as it was in 2005. The 
table below gives monthly maxima at sites where at least 200 were recorded 
during the year. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Essex Rainham Marshes NR -. 204,190: 96 52. 170, 190 R ISo e202 e 22 
Weald Park - 230 220 - - : : =. 150 170 
Herts North Mymms Park - - - 200 200 200 125 - 40 
Panshanger Park 62 - 90 64 500 - 500 400 300 200 
Tyttenhanger GP 36 14 #24 19 56 145 - 250; ReeRist 70 
Surrey L. Wetland Centre 217 252 270-194 154 174) 197 \coeesie 225 


R. Thames (Barnes) 461 223 299 
R.Wandle (Carshalton - - 
Ponds-Wandsworth) 


232 499 490 489 
- =| 0 0=)263 


At least 149 broods/territories were reported this year compared to 260 last. 
year. However, this doesn’t take into account several sites where breeding 
was reported but no numbers were specified. A summary follows of all 
breeding records. 


27 broods plus 48 territories at 13 sites. 

90 broods at ten sites, including 37 at Rye Meads RSPB. 

Seven broods at four sites. 

No breeding reported. 

No breeding reported. 

At least 25 broods and 102 territories at 17 sites, including 86 territories along 
the R. Wandle between Carshalton and Morden. 
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31st. Regent's Park, “a poor breeding season due to cold spring”. St James’s 
Park, two broods. 


Pintail i Anas acuta 
Status: passage migrant and winter visitor in small numbers, very occasional 
summer records. 


Monthly maxima for the main sites appear in the following table and a 
summary of all other records is given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Essex Rainham Marshes NR DAA 200 OZ 5 1 Sinoe 44 
Middx Staines Res 2 - - - 1 5 | - 
Surrey Beddington SF 9 4 4 - - i 1 1 

L. Wetland Centre fohe alec aL (lll 2 - 3 7 5 


Cornmill Meadows, one on Oct 27th. Hall Marsh, up to two in Mar and one on 
Nov 23rd. KGV Res, five in Jan and Feb, one on Mar 23rd and two on Dec 
22nd. Sewardstone Marsh, six on Feb 24th, three on Mar 5th and one on Sept 
20th. Walthamstow Res, singles on various dates between Aug 6th-Oct 15th 
with two on Sept 18th. 

Amwell GP, two on Dec 27th. Cheshunt GP, one on Mar 19th. Hilfield Park Res, 
two on Mar 3rd, four on Sept 15th and two on Dec 18th. Rye Meads RSPB, two 
on Jan 14th and one on Oct 7th. Tyttenhanger GP, three on Dec 20th. 

Brent Res, one on Sept 9th. East India Dock Basin, one on Jan 22nd. 
Kempton NR, two on Mar 26th and one on Dec 5th. Stanwell Moor, one on 
Sept 2nd. 

Wraysbury GP, two on Jan 10th and 13th. 

Holmethorpe SP, one on Dec 23rd-24th. Island Barn Res, one on Apr Sth. 
QEIl Res, three on Jan 31st, singles on July 24th, Oct 18th and Nov 18th. R. 
Thames at Barnes, one on Mar 12th. Richmond Park, two on Apr 7th. Walton 
Res, two on Apr 15th, singles from July 16th-Aug 8th, Oct 3rd and Dec 23rd. 


It has now become virtually impossible to distinguish between wild birds and 
the free-flying escapes that have become established in Inner London and 
around the Barnes area. This population originated from captive birds whose 
young were allowed to roam free, however it is a fairly small population and it 
is notable that numbers at the Wetland Centre decline rapidly when wild birds 
at other sites leave our area. All records will now appear in the main section 
unless they are reported as obvious escapes although all records between 
May and August should probably be considered ‘of dubious origin’. 


Garganey Anas querquedula 
Status: scarce passage migrant, rare in winter; occasionally breeds. 


There were about 32 birds seen this year (15 in spring and 17 in autumn), 
compared to 49 in 2005. Like last year, birds summered but there were no 
indications of any breeding activity. 
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Ingrebourne Valley, singles on May 1st and 27th. Orsett Fen, a pair on Apr 
24th. Rainham Marshes NR, singles seen between Apr 25th-Sept 18th with 
two on May 15th; a male summered. Valentines Park, one from May 23rd- 
June 14th. Walthamstow Res, two from July 30th-Aug 4th, singles from Aug 
16th-20th and Sept 17th-25th. 

Amwell GP, one on May 11th. Coopers Green GP, singles on Apr 17th and 
May 9th. Rye Meads RSPB, one on Sept 3rd. Tyttenhanger GP, one from Aug 
25th-28th. 

Kempton NR, one from Aug 19th-23rd and from Sept 1st-4th. KGVI Res/ 
Stanwell Moor, one from Aug 3rd-Sept 24th. Staines Res, one from Apr 19th- 
22nd. 

Queen Mother Res, one on May 15th. 

Crossness LNR, one on May 4th. 

Beddington SF, one on May 21st. London Wetland Centre, singles on Mar 
14th, from July 31st-Oct 1st and on Nov 10th. Walton Res, singles from May 
12th-18th and from Sept 3rd-7th. 


Shoveler Anas clypeata 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor, scarce breeder, with 
birds often recorded in summer. 


Peak counts were lower than last year with a maximum of 244 at the Wetland 
Centre on Oct 31st compared to 469 at Staines Res in 2005. Birds were 
present in June at several sites but the only confirmed breeding record was 
of a brood at Rye Meads RSPB, although a pair with a juvenile in early July 
may have bred in the Wraysbury area. 


Monthly maxima for the main sites are tabulated below, followed By other high 
counts and breeding season records. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Essex Creekmouth, Barking 161 e104 KS - Sao ay 4 
Rainham Marshes NR 95 118) 163" = 9491” eo aA veeo2 
Walthamstow Res 29°37 23 21 Sil ee 

Herts  Stocker’s Lake 200 165 200 Gy Sie OMe, Ge e26 

Middx Staines Res 61 136 106 8 «237. 149) 9 556:aaad 

Surrey London Wetland Centre 128 164 191 97 187 244 198s aif 
Walton Res 129) AO) 65533514 9a On oO smears 


Grange Waters, 86 on Sept 10th. Rainham Marshes NR, one male 
summered. Wanstead Park, 50 on Dec 17th. 

Aldenham Res, 59 on Nov 27th. Amwell GP, 80 on Sept 24th. Cheshunt GP, 
98 on Mar 19th. Hilfield Park Res, 92 on Mar 25th. Rye Meads RSPB, one 
brood of six young; 104 on Sept 16th. 

Brent Res, 76 on Oct 8th. Broadwater Lake, 110 on Jan 20th. KGVI Res, 151 
on Mar 4th. Kempton NR, 92 on Nov 22nd. 

Wraysbury GP, 91 on Feb 5th; a pair with a fledged juvenile on July 9th. 
Beddington SF, 90 on Oct 7th. South Norwood CP, 50 on Feb 10th. 
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Jan-Mar and up to 19 from Aug-Dec. Regent’s Park, up to 25 birds during 
winter months. St James’s Park, up to six between Feb 15th-Mar 29th. 
Victoria Park, two on Jan 26th. 


Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 


Status: rare autumn and winter visitor, with its true status clouded by frequent 
escapes and feral breeding. 


KGV Res, four on Aug 19th. Valentines Park, one on Sept 24th. Walthamstow 
Res, two on Aug 6th. 

Amwell GP, two on Feb 12th. Cheshunt GP, four on Feb 11th and two on Oct 
22nd. Hilfield Park Res, four from Aug 20th-Sept 3rd, two from Oct 10—21st. 
Lynsters Farm, up to four between Jan 26th-May 25th, one on Sept 17th, two 
on Nov 19th and five on Dec 17th. Rye Meads RSPB, one on June 1st-2nd. 
Stocker’s Lake/Bury Lake, up to eight from Jan 7th-15th; two on Apr 9th and 
one on several dates in Apr and May; one on Aug 13th; two on Oct 8th and 
14th; up to six in Nov and nine in Dec. 

Harmondsworth Moor, two on Mar 2nd. Stoke Newington Res, seven on Jan 
7th and two on Aug 13th and again from Aug 23rd-Sept 19th. 

Horton GP, one from Jan 18th-27th and Feb 17th-18th (Same as Wraysbury 
bird) and two on Mar 11th. Wraysbury GP, one between Jan 5th-Feb 19th (in 
addition to a pinioned bird) and two on Dec 13th. 

Sevenoaks WR, one from Nov 26th-Dec 2nd. 

London Wetland Centre, two on Sept 23rd; seven on Oct 16th and one on 
19th; one on Dec 21st. Thorpe Water Park, one on Oct 15th-17th. Walton 
Res, singles on Aug 2nd and Nov 3rd and 12th. 


See also Appendix 1 for other records categorised as escapes — one only has 
to glance through these to see how many there are in the London Area, e.g. 
up to 28 at Regent’s Park and 19 at Bushy Park, to realise that many of the 
records listed above may be wanderers from these collections. Some sites in 
the UK have had their feral birds reclassified to Category C — a self-sustaining 
population; for this we require all breeding records, the only one received this 
year was of a pair which bred in St James’s Park — which doesn’t constitute a 
self-sustaining population. 


Pochard Aythya ferina 
Status: common winter visitor and migrant, scarce breeder. 


In total, 37 broods were reported, similar to the 36 in 2005. In the winter 
months, six sites had over 200 birds and the highest count of the year was 
600 in February. The following table shows monthly maxima for all sites 
where there were over 100 birds at least once. Below this all breeding records 
(numbers of broods in brackets) are given along with Inner London records. 
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Jan Feb Mar July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 


Essex KGV Res 450 600 - - 
Walthamstow Res 103 97 109 98 #64 - 3) Tee 
Grange Waters TS) 1 - - - 8 6: AZ oe 
Herts Amwell GP 150Ne205) = 925 - 5 3 2 . - 
Hilfield Park Res 649 42)" 39) 340) 369) 2508 4 ares 
Stocker’s Lake 108) 772 Sil 8 2 +41 — AG isOneiss 
Middx Brent Res Sif se Slee : - - - 143 
Broadwater Lake 95 100 100 - - : - . -> 
Staines Res Ze, - 6 i (63,5130) Sots 
Bucks Wraysbury GP 140 - = a6 - - - - - 
Surrey Thorpe Water Pk 224 259 63 : - - 197 27899350 


Holyfield Lake (1). Ingrebourne Valley (4). Rainham GP (2). Walthamstow 
Res (5). 

Cheshunt GP (5). Rye Meads RSPB (8). 

Grovelands Park (1). 

Wraysbury GP (1). 

London Wetland Centre (4). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 62 on Aug 15th. Regent's Park (16), 280 on Jan 
1st. St James’s Park (15), 66 on Feb 21st. 


In St James’s Park, a new brood of eight was reduced to four in two minutes 
by a Herring Gull which ate three and mortally wounded one before being 
driven off by a group of Pochard. 


Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 
Status: regular resident breeder and common winter visitor. 


Records were received from 139 sites, including most of the important 
breeding concentrations; 36 sites reported broods, of which there were a total 
of 151. The highest count came from Rye Meads RSPB, where there were 53 
broods. 


The following table shows the largest flocks of birds outside the breeding 
season, and gives peak counts from sites holding at least 500 birds at some 
time. Below this are shown the largest breeding concentrations (number of 
broods in brackets) and Inner London records of note. Moulting flocks at 
Staines and Walthamstow Reservoirs were much in evidence, reaching their 
peaks in July and August. 


Jan Feb Mar July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Essex KGV Res 700 - - . - 
Walthamstow Res 441 533 469 962 1516 . - 652 514 
Wm Girling Res - - - 760 - - - - - 
Middx Staines Res AG 142,438) 1826) 1865) 9239s obs meocmmGs 
Surrey Thorpe Water Pk 637 660 205 . - = 437° 480) 350 
Walton Res Wale 45 25725 670) 1725102 elocmemies 


Walthamstow Res (10). 

Cheshunt GP (14). Panshanger Park (5). Rye Meads RSPB (53). Troy Mill 
Ga): 

London Wetland Centre (22). 
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3rd, 91 on Aug 16th, 106 on Nov 27th. Regent’s Park (15), 300 on Jan 1st. St 
James’s Park (12). Surrey Docks, 105 on Jan 30th. 


Scaup Aythya marila 
Status: regular but uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant, occasional 
large influxes during cold weather. 


There were a total of 14 birds seen this year, the same as in 2005. Excluding 
the resident bird in Regent’s Park, all but one were seen between January 
and March. 


Barking Bay/Marsh, a male on Mar 12th (SHn). Creekmouth, two males from 
Jan 21st-Feb 18th (PD ef a/). Walthamstow Res, a male on Mar 1st and 15th 
(DCn et al). 

Wraysbury GP, the immature male from 2005 was seen from Jan 16th-20th 
(CDRH). 

Thamesmere Lakes, two males on Feb 17th (per BG). 

Holmethorpe SP, three males on Nov 5th (STy). Island Barn Res, a 
female/imm on Jan 23rd (SJS). Thorpe Water Park, one on Feb 12th 
(RSPBNWS). Walton Res, a female/imm on Jan 3rd (SJS). 

Regent's Park, a fully-winged male all year for its 10th year (ARD). 


Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 
Status: passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, never numerous. 


There were 17 records totalling 38 birds, very similar to the 19 records of 39 
birds last year. There were no obvious influxes and records were scattered 
throughout the year. 


Broadfields Farm, Thames Chase, four on Aug 26th (per BG). KGV Res, 
singles on Mar 14th and Sept 17th, four on Dec 17th (mo). Rainham Marshes, 
singles on Apr 17th (AKy) and Sept 16th (DMI), four on Oct 14th (HV). Wm 
Girling Res, four on Dec 18th may have been the birds from KGV Res (RW). 
KGVI Res, two on July 7th-July 8th (REI, PN, KLP) and one from Nov 4th-19th 
(REI, KLP et a/). Staines Res, three on Apr 30th (KLP et a/). 

Beddington SF, one on Mar 31st-Apr 1st (FP, GPr). Island Barn Res, three on 
Sept 17th before moving to Walton Res (DMH), one from Nov 30th-Dec 8th 
(DMH et a/). QEII Res, two on July 24th (DMH). R. Wandle, Earlsfield, one on Dec 
28th (DAC). Walton Res, five on Apr 25th and four on Sept 17th (DMH, SJS). 


Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
Status: common winter visitor, occasional summer record 


The largest counts in the winter months are shown in the following table, 
which gives monthly maxima for all sites with 20 or more birds. The maximum 
count was 76 at Staines Res on Apr 1st (compared to 63 at Wraysbury GP in 
January last year) — as there were only 49 there two days earlier it is evidence 
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of a spring passage. Details of a bird seen during the summer months and an 
Inner London record are given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 


Essex KGV Res 50 - 16 - 30 : 
Walthamstow Res 20 2 ee 2 1 ye bail 
Wm Girling Res 30 - - - - - - 
Herts Amwell GP 30) SS 5 1 es | 5 
Stocker’s Lake As) 7H ANS) 4 - 7 40) 
Middx Broadwater Lake 39 6) Sil - . . - 
Hampton Waterworks - 23 - - - . - 
KGVI Res 9) 5 5 Ay 20Paa20 
Staines Res Ui) Oi AS) = KS Oe 74)) ~ 24 
Bucks Wraysbury GP 40 30 - 30 = if 
Surrey Walton Res ys 19 12 V0) 1 6 if 


Staines Res, one between July 8th-Aug 6th. 
Kensington Gdns, one female/immature on Dec 20th (DTM) 


Smew Mergus albellus 
Status: winter visitor in highly variable numbers. 


Two sites reported flocks of ten or more birds (three in 2005), one of which 
numbered 19. Numbers declined in February until only four sites held more 
than five birds during March. The last reported was at Staines Res on Mar 
26th. The first returning bird was seen on Nov 15th at Connaught Water, but 
numbers were slow to build up with a maximum of just four at Wraysbury GP 
in Dec. Maximum counts of three and above are given below along with 
summaries of other sightings. 


Belhus Woods CP, up to seven in Jan and three on Feb 28th. Grange Waters, 
five on Jan 29th and three in Dec. Holyfield Lake, three on Jan 29th and up 
to five in Feb. Hooks Marsh, seven on Jan 14th. Netherhall GP, five on Mar 
11th. Also reported from Connaught Water, Fishers Green, KGV Res, 
Mollands Lane GPs and Nazeing GP. 

Amwell GP, up to six in Jan and Feb and one in Dec. Cheshunt GP, up to 
seven in Jan, nine on Feb 10th, four on Mar 19th and up to three in Dec. 
Stocker’s Lake, up to six in Jan and five in Feb. Also reported from Pynesfield 
GP. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, up to six in Jan, eight in Feb and six on Mar 19th. 
Broadwater Lake, three on Feb 4th. KGVI Res, three on Jan 2nd. Ruislip Lido, 
four on Feb 12th. Springwell, four flew over on Jan 15th. Staines Res, three 
on Jan 22nd, four on Feb 11th and up to six in Mar. Also reported from Korda 
Lake, Littleton GP and Princes Ski Club. 

Wraysbury GP, up to 11 in Jan; up to 10 in Feb; 11 on Mar 5th; and up to four 
in Dec. 

Thorpe Water Park, up to 19 in Jan and four on Feb 12th. 
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Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 
Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 


A quiet year for this species, with reports from nine sites totalling 11 birds (20 
in 2005). The largest flock recorded during the year was of three birds at West 
Thurrock Marshes. All records are given. 


A female commuted between Banbury, KGV, Walthamstow and Wm Girling 
Reservoirs between Jan 4th-Mar 23rd (mo). Holyfield Lake, a drake on Jan 
Sth (MBer). Rainham Marshes, one on Oct 23rd (ADe) and a pair on Nov 24th 
(HV). West Thurrock Marshes, three on Jan 15th (DJo). 

Staines Res, a pair on Jan 27th (KLP). 

QEIl Res, a drake on Feb 27th (LGRE). 


Goosander Mergus merganser 
Status: regular winter visitor, very rare in Summer. 


The maximum count was 24 at Island Barn Res on Feb 24th compared to 21 
at Walton Res in Feb 2005. Peak counts during the winter months are given 
in the following table for the more regular sites; only two flocks exceeded 20 
birds. Other notable flocks are given below, along with a summer record and 
one from Inner London. 


Jan Feb Mar Nov’ Dec 


Essex Weald Park 5 9 14 3 6 
Wm Girling Res = 4 - - 3 
Herts | Cheshunt GP 15 8 - - 4 
Stocker’s Lake 9 (ess Pai - 3 
Bucks Wraysbury GP OS of - 3 6 
Surrey Island Barn Res 2 Pb IP - - 
QEll Res 6 16 8 2 i 
Walton Res IO= 22 il Ate 6 


Nazeing GP, 16 on Jan Qth. 

North Troy GP, one drake on Aug 13th. 

Bentley Priory, ten on Feb 2nd. KGVI Res, 11 on Feb 5th. Trent Park, ten on 
Jan 13th. 

Regent's Park, a female on Jan 18th and between Feb 8th-Mar 10th (ARD). 


Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 
Status: widespread winter visitor of non-native origin, localised breeder; 
declining due to nationwide cull. 


Peak counts outside the breeding season are shown in the following table, 
which gives monthly maxima for those sites with 50 or more birds. Breeding 
records (number of broods in brackets) and Inner London records are given 
below. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Essex Walthamstow Res 122 119 109 - 4 aye Tete) 
Herts _ Hilfield Park Res 195 93 76 64 184 263 200 96 
Middx Brent Res 67 . - Seely i / - - 
Broadwater Lake 156282215 #33 - aL! eA 
Staines Res 352 453.0 179) = 26) 32064 ol 34D eee 
Surrey Wetland Centre Al, 53103") 520, s800e Sonn u: mee 
Walton Res 234 90,>105)4 "20 2 Ae 28h eS 


Belhus Woods CP (1). Connaught Water (1). Mayesbrook Park (1). 
Cheshunt GP (5). Rye Meads RSPB (1). 

Brent Res (3). Stanwell Moor (1). 

London Wetland Centre (2). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, five on Mar 2nd and 29th, six on May 8th. 
Regent's Park, 18 on Jan 1st. St James’s Park (3), 18 on Feb 15th. 


The nationwide cull is having a big impact on the numbers of Ruddies in 
London. At Hilfield Park Res for example, there were about 200 before the 
first on-site cull in November and 73 afterwards, this was reduced to 19 after 
a second cull, however numbers increased to 96 by Dec 19th. At Staines Res, 
the autumn peak of 457 was reduced to 24 by early December after seven 
culling sessions, this compares to a maximum of 743 in December 2005. As 
at Hilfield Park Res, numbers gradually increased and there were up to 94 by 
the end of the month. There was also a reduction in breeding agi with only 
19 broods this year, down from 25 in 2005. 


Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 
Status: breeding resident, declining. 


At least 25 pairs were present in the breeding season although there were few 
confirmed breeding records. The high count from Tyttenhanger is of captive- 
bred releases, as is presumably the counts in the Orsett area. All records in 
the breeding season are given (numbers of pairs/ territories in brackets) along 
with notable counts at other times of year. 


Abridge (1). Bulphan Fen (2). Curtiss Mill Green (2). Dagenham, Fords (1). 
Grange Waters, 35 on Oct 15th. Gunpowder Park, 19 on Feb 3rd. Holyfield 
Hall Farm (1). Ingrebourne Valley (1). Noak Hill (1). Orsett, 180 on Aug 16th. 
Orsett Fen (2), 600 on Sept 4th. - 

Batchwood, St.Albans (1). Chiswell Green (1). Goffs Oak (1+). Panshanger 
Park (1). Potters Crouch (1). Prae Wood (1). Shenley (1). Tyttenhanger GP, 
c100 in Aug. Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross (1). 

All records came from the vicinity of Enfield throughout the year: South Lodge 
Farm (1), Park Farm (1), Vicarage Farm (1). 

Queen Mother Res (1). 

Chipstead Lake (1). 

Ridlands, Moorhouse, six on Jan 21st and three on July 14th. Walton Heath 
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Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 
Status: breeding resident, declining. : 


After a more encouraging year in 2005 when this declining farmland species 
was seen in four counties, it retreated to its small stronghold of Essex and 
Herts this year. There were just six pairs reported during the breeding season, 
only one of which was proven successful. 


Mollands Lane GP (1). Ongar Park Wood (1). Rainham Marshes NR (1). Also 
1—2 reported from Hall Marsh, Ingrebourne Valley, Tylers Common and West 
Thurrock Marshes. 

London Colney (1). Panshanger Park (1). Tyttenhanger GP (1), 17 on Nov 
12th. Also 1-5 reported from Aldenham Res (as well as 20 noted in a pen on 
Aug 15th), Beech Farm GP, Broad Colney Lakes and Panshanger 
Aerodrome. 


Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


At least 103 pairs or territories were present in the breeding season compared 
to at least 66 in 2005 although many more probably go unreported. All 
breeding records are shown below, the number of pairs, territorial males or 
broods (in brackets), as well as the highest counts for most sites during the 
year. 


Bedfords Park (14). Dagenham, Fords (1). Ingrebourne Valley (17). Rainham 
Marshes NR (28). Tylers Common (3). Weald Park (1). 
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Bedmond (6). Berrybushes Wood (1). Bricket Wood area (10+). Bushey (1). 
Chiswell Green (5). North Mymms Park, 50 on Aug 26th. Panshanger Park, 
100+ on Sept 23rd. Rye Meads RSPB (6). Tyttennanger GP, 50 on Jan 15th. 
Staines Moor (1). Stanwell Moor (1). Tottenham Marsh (2). 

Arbrook Common (1). Beddington SF (1). Esher Common (1). Molesey Heath 
(1). The Ledges, Esher (1). West End Common (1). 

Regent's Park, one from Nov 28th-Dec 31st. 


Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 
Status: rare winter visitor and occasional migrant. 


KGV Res, one from Nov 18th-19th (DBn et a/). Rainham Marshes NR, one on 
Nov 19th (HV). Wm Girling Res, a 1st-winter from Dec 18th-31st (RW). 
Queen Mother Res, an adult from Dec 23rd-26th (CDRH). 

Three or four records this year (the Rainham bird could have been the one 
from KGV Res) which is above average. There were only single records in the 
previous two years. The two December records were atypical in that the birds 
stayed for more than two days. 


Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 
Status: scarce winter visitor and occasional migrant, often after hard weather. 


KGV Res, a 1st-winter from Dec 19th into 2007 also visited Wm Girling Res 
(RW et a/) and was presumed to be the Walthamstow bird. Walthamstow Res, 
one on Dec 17th (DCn). 

Brent Res, an adult from Dec 7th-8th (RB et a/). KGVI Res, a juvenile on Dec 
28th was the Staines bird (REI). Staines Res, a juvenile from Nov 25th-Dec 
31st (REI et a/); three on Dec 8th, an adult remained with the juvenile to the 
end of the year (KLP et a/). Wraysbury Res, one on Dec 4th was presumed 
to be the Queen Mother bird (CDRH). 

Queen Mother Res, a juvenile from Dec 1st-31st, an adult flew over on Dec 
4th, a second juvenile from Dec 8th-31st (CDRH). 

Island Barn Res, a juvenile on Dec 7th was joined by another the following 
day, both remained until the end of the year (DMH, AQ, SJS et a/). Walton 
Res, a juvenile on Dec 8th was different to the Island Barn birds (SJS). 


Probably ten different birds seen this year (assuming the Brent bird was also 
seen at Staines), the most since 2000 when there were also 10. All arrived in 
December and five arrived on Dec 7th/8th following stormy weather which 
also resulted in a tornado in Kensal Rise. 


Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Status: widespread breeding resident on most suitable waters, also passage 
migrant and winter visitor. 


At least 169 pairs were present, about the same as last year. The maximum 
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count of 113 at Rye Meads was virtually double that at the same site in 2005. 
Breeding pairs/territories/broods above one are given below (numbers in 
brackets), along with peak counts. 


Belhus Woods CP (3), 27 on Aug 13th. Dagenham, Fords (5). Dagenham 
Chase (5). Fairlop Waters (4). Ingrebourne Valley (5). Purfleet Chalk Pits (6). 
Rainham Marshes NR (31), 20 on Apr 9th. Walthamstow Res (3), 39 on Oct 
17th. Wanstead Flats (2). Wanstead Park (11). 

Cheshunt GP (3). Hilfield Park Res (3), 27 on Oct 8th. Panshanger Park (5). 
Rye Meads RSPB (20), 113 in Oct. 

Kempton NR (2). Parkside Farm/Res (2). Stain Hill Res, 27 on Aug 13th. 
Stanwell Moor (2). Stoke Newington Res (2). 

Chalfont Park (3). Wraysbury GP, 21 on Jan 12th. 

London Wetland Centre (10), 22 on Apr 30th and Sept 3rd. Long Ditton FB 
(6). Walton Res (7-8). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns (2), six on Jan 16th. Regent’s Park (3), 11 on Apr 
27th. St James’s Park, up to two in Jan and Feb. 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
Status: common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


Around 110 pairs/broods were reported, similar to the 114 in 2005. Additional 
birds were reported during the breeding season but it was not clear if they 
were actually breeding or not. Nevertheless, this is still greatly down on 
previous years, for instance there were 149 pairs/broods in 1995 and this was 
reported as being one of the worst breeding seasons in modern times. 
Maximum numbers reported were also reduced with 109 being the highest 
count compared to 337 in 1995. However, it is likely that this species is still 
being under-reported so all breeding records would be welcome. 


Breeding localities are shown with number of pairs in brackets. Maximum 
counts over 50 are also shown. 


Barking Park (1). Connaught Water (1). Dagenham Breach (1). Dagenham 
Chase (2). Dagenham, Fords (1). Essex Arena GP (1). Fairlop Waters (2). 
Grange Waters (1). Highams Park/Lake (1). Holyfield Lake (1). Hooks Marsh 
(3). Ingrebourne Valley (3). Lakeside Retail Park (1). Mayesbrook Park (2). 
Nags Head Fishing Lakes (1). Navestock Park (2). Nazeing GP (2), 64 on Feb 
oth. Orsett (1). Powdermill Stream (2). Rainham Marshes NR (1). Raphael 
Park, Romford (1). Walthamstow Res (5), 82 on Oct 6th. Wanstead Park (3). 
Warren Gorge (2). Weald Park (2), a pair displaying on Dec 15th. 

Aldenham Res (2). Bury Lake (2). Cheshunt GP (13) — including one sitting 
on a nest at Bowyers GP on Dec 15th. Frogmore GP (2). Hatfield Park (1). 
Helicon GP (1). Hilfield Park Res (9), 62 on Aug 26th. Panshanger Park (1). 
Pynesfield GP (1). Rye Meads RSPB (1). Troy Mill GP (2). 

Brent Res (13), 75 on Oct 7th. Broadwater Lake, 76 on Oct 29th. Bushy Park (1). 
Frays Valley LNR (1). KGVI Res, 108 on Oct 7th. Queen Mary Res, 52 on Dec 
16th. Staines Res, 65 on Sept 17th. Stanwell Moor (1). Stoke Newington Res (2). 
Queen Mother Res, 62 on May 17th. Thorney CP (1). 


Castle Lake, Lullingstone (1). Sutton at Hone (3). 
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London Wetland Centre (2). QEIl Res, 52 on Aug 7th. Richmond Park (1). 
Walton Res (1), 109 on Sept 8th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 17 on Apr 20th. Regent's Park, four pairs 
attempted to breed, two young fledged. St James's Park, one pair bred 
successfully. Surrey Docks, five on Jan 30th. 


Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 
Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 


This grebe has become a lot scarcer in recent years with two records this year 
following just one in 2005. 


Hilfield Park Res, one on Aug 24th (JT et a/). 
Thorpe Water Park, one on Jan ist (PCe, PWs). 


Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 
Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 


Seven records this year, one from Feb-Mar, one on passage in April and the 
rest at the end of the year. Numbers in London vary considerably each ear 
with three in 2005, seven in 2004 and 18 in 2003. 


Banbury Res, one on Dec 29th (PLt). KGV Res, one from Nov 19th into 2007 
was also seen at Wm Girling Res (RW et a/). Walthamstow Res, one on Dec 
27th (per JFk). All records relate to the same bird. 

KGVI Res, one from Nov 19th-Dec 18th (PN et a/). 

Holmethorpe SP, one on Oct 7th (per BG). Island Barn Res, singles on Mar 
4th and Apr 23rd (DMH). Walton Res, singles from Feb 11th-Mar 18th (which 
was also seen at Island Barn), and on Nov 5th and Dec 8th (DMH, SJS). 


Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
Status: passage and winter migrant and rare breeder. 


Monthly maxima from the most productive sites are listed in the table below, 
followed by records from all other sites. 


Eigen A M Jd Jo A ES ORe 4Nieee DL) 

Essex Girling Res 20 2 24 5 - - - S16 22ae 222226 
KGV Res - - 9 9 2 - - 1 Ziel | | 

Middx KGVI Res 2 - - - - - - - 1 - 3 3 
Staines Res 145 1535 1% 6 - 3 5 7 6s Ai8 5 Uf 


Banbury Res, one on Feb 19th (PLt). Walthamstow Res, singles on Mar 12th 
(DCn, PLt) and Oct 27th (DCn). 

Site A, peak of 25 on Apr 20th and up to 16 during breeding season but no 
broods seen. 

Brent Res, one on Oct 4th (RB). Broadwater Lake, one on Aug 23rd (CL). 
Stoke Newington Res, one from Aug 28th-31st (MJP et a/). 
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Horton Fields, one from Nov 16th-Dec 17th (CDRH). Queen Mother Res, one 
on Oct 11th (CDRH). 

Island Barn Res, one from Apr 4th-6th (DMH, SJS). Walton Res, one on Apr 
5th (DMH, SJS). 


Despite the large numbers present during the breeding season, there were no 
broods reported at the regular breeding site in the Herts sector. Elsewhere, 
they were widely reported with good numbers at the paired reservoirs in 
Essex and Middx. 


Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
Status: rare visitor, often during ‘wreck’ conditions. 


Rainham Marshes, one on Dec 7th (DMn). 

Queen Mary Res, one on Dec 7th (FJM). Staines Res, one on Dec 7th (KLP). 
Walton Res, one on Dec 7th (DMH et a/). 

Tower Bridge, one mobbed by gulls 300 yards SE of Tower Bridge on the 
Thames at 12.35 on Dec 7th (JAr). 


An influx of five birds all on the same day in December; this coincided with 
stormy conditions that also brought a number of Great Northern Divers into 
London. Influxes of this species typically occur earlier in the season and are 
quite rare in December. This is the most in one year since there were six in 
2003. The one at Tower Bridge is only the second ever to be seen in Inner 
London, the other record being from Hyde Park on Nov 13th 1973. 


Gannet Morus bassanus 
Status: scarce visitor. 


Crofton Hill, Bexley, an adult flew over on Jan 26th (JHr). 


The 66th record for London and the fourth year in a row that one has been 
seen in our area. 


Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 
Status: increasing breeding resident and common, elsewhere especially in 
winter. 


The main breeding colony at Walthamstow Res was not counted this year, 
elsewhere there were 83 nests compared to 74 (excluding the 308 at 
Walthamstow) in 2005. The huge count of 1,316 at Staines Res in September 
is the largest number recorded in London. 


The table shows monthly maxima from regularly counted sites with one or 
more count of over 200. Breeding records (number of nests in brackets) and 
notable counts from other localities are shown under the sector summaries. 
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deta SA M Jd J AD eS hpiO aaa 


Walthamstow Res 180 242 439 488 429 368 293 - = 500, 47a 114 
QEIl Res 230) 330, 365 45 44 25 1305 215 eS5U R295 27 ae745 
Walton Res . 85 76 46 18 2 72 2716, 260255) 215760 


Holyfield Lake (32). KGV Res, c200 on Sept 27th. Rainham Marshes, 162 on 
Feb 12th. Wm Girling Res, 300 on Sept 9th. 

Amwell GP (7). Stocker’s Lake (2). 

Brent Res, 92 on Oct 29th. Broadwater Lake (37). Frays Valley LNR (5). KGVI 
Res, 951 on Sept 19th. Staines Res, 1316 on Sept 29th. 

Island Barn Res, 355 on Oct 7th. London Wetland Centre, 85 on Mar 26th. 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 50 on Nov 3rd. Regent’s Park, seen carrying 
nest material during spring. 


Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Status: irregular visitor, usually in winter, occasionally in good numbers. 


Rainham Marshes NR, one on Dec 6th (HV). West Thurrock Marshes, two on 
Dec 7th (DF). 

Seventy Acres Lake, one on Mar 19th (MD). 

London Wetland Centre, one flew over on Nov 5th (NPS). 


This species is currently going through a scarce phase with five reported this 
year, three in 2005 and none in 2004. 


Bittern Botaurus stellaris 
Status: scarce winter visitor, often returning to favoured sites. 


Broadfields Farm, Thames Chase, one on Jan 2nd. Ingrebourne Valley, 
singles from Jan 2nd-Mar 27th and on Oct 24th. Walthamstow FB, one on Jan 
23rd. 

Amwell GP, up to two from Jan 1st-Feb 6th with one until Mar 29th; one from 
Nov 5th-Dec 18th. Bowyer’s GP, one on Apr 6th. Cheshunt GP, up to two from 
Jan ‘st-Apr 6th with three on Feb 10th; one from Nov 19th into Dec. Rye 
Meads RSPB, singles on Mar 17th and Nov 23rd. Stocker’s Lake, one from 
Jan 20th-Mar 23rd. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, singles from Feb 3rd-Mar 19th and on Nov 25th. Kempton 
NR, up to two from Feb 8th-Mar 21st. 

Wraysbury GP, one on Feb 17th. 

Sevenoaks WR, one from Jan 2nd-Feb 12th. 

London Wetland Centre, up to two from Jan 1st-Apr 7th and one from Nov 1st- 
Dec 31st. 


Records came from 13 sites in the first winter period compared to six at the 
end of the year. There were fewer reported than in 2005, with, for example, 
just one in the Ingrebourne Valley compared to three last year. 
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Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
Status: rare breeder and ever increasing visitor in growing numbers. 


History was made this year with the first ever breeding record of this species 
in London when one pair bred successfully at Walthamstow Res. Although it 
was a much predicted event with increasing numbers around the country, it 
was still a significant event as inland breeding is still rare in the UK. Three or 
four young were fledged, although one was found dead on Aug 6th. 


Records were received from 106 sites, slightly up from 102 in 2005. Following 
the record London count at the Broadwater Lake roost in December 2005, the 
total was breached again on Feb 26th when 50 were counted. These birds 
disperse to all points of the compass during the day—north and south along 
the Colne Valley, west along the River Misbourne and east towards Northolt. 
The numbers in midsummer were down on last year with a maximum of 21 in 
the Ingrebourne Valley on July 19th. The table below gives monthly maxima 
for localities with records in at least five months. 


J. ee eiMos oA Moe’, Jee OO Ne aD 


Essex 

Dagenham Chase Dee Gd | | - - 3 - - - - 
Ingrebourne Valley - ee el 4 - = Z| - - ri ead - 
Rainham Marshes | 2 3 i 5 5 9 6 4 | 3 3 
Walthamstow Res 1 - . - 1 2 5 2 1 - - - 
West Thurrock - 1 1 1 - - - - 1 1 - 1 
Herts 

Amwell GP 16 Ie 6 5 2 | | - ee 46 
Cassiobury Park | | 2 - - - - - - - i i 
Rye Meads - - - i 2 - 5 3 1 - : : 
Stockers Lake 4 2. 3 1 - - 1 - - - | 4 
Middx 

Broadwater Lake 10 a0) - - - - - - Ine als3 6 
Staines Moor - | - 3 3) 1 2 | | 7) { 2 
Stanwell Moor - - - | 1 - 2 | | | 2 1 
Tottenham Marsh | - - - 4 | 2 | 3 

Bucks 

Wraysbury GP - : - 3 2 1 2 - - = 2 
Kent 

Sevenoaks WR a had Sree =e Ps - 1 ee 40h 2 al 
Surrey 

Beddington SF 2 3 4 2 | 2 { { - | 2 3 
Wetland Centre - - - 2 1 1 2 1 | - | 1 


Tate Modern, one flew along the Thames on Aug 7th (per BG). 


Great White Egret Ardea alba 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Ingrebourne Valley, one on July 17th (SHy et a/) was earlier seen at Rainham 
Marshes (SHI). Walthamstow Res, singles flew over on Apr 30th and Nov 
11th (DCn). 


The fourth to sixth records for London; the last one was at Staines Moor on 


- Sept 6th 2002. Three records in one year is quite unprecedented as there 
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were only three previous records in London but they have been getting less 
scarce in the UK and are no longer ‘BBRC rarities’. 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Status: common breeding resident. 


The total number of nests reported this year was 356, down from a revised 
figure of 412 in 2005 but there were no counts from several heronries. There 
was also some evidence of new heronries being established. 


All details of nests are given below, with the number of nests in brackets, 
together with a few of the highest counts and peak Inner London records. 


Ingrebourne Valley (13). Mayesbrook Park (3). Netherhall GP (35+). Waltham 
Abbey Woods (no count but still present and stable, 8 in 2005). Walthamstow 
Res (85). Rainham Marshes, 44 on Dec 17th. 

Amwell GP (19). Frogmore GP (1). Stocker’s Lake (27). Verulamium Park 
(Gis): 

Brent Res, a pair built a nest but it was abandoned. Broadwater Lake (11). 
Frays Valley LNR (5). Osterley Park (did not nest this year). Staines Moor (1). 
Wraysbury GP (22). 

Kelsey Park (23). Sevenoaks WR (1, first nesting record). Swanscombe 
Marsh (9). 

Beddington SF, 42 on June 22nd. Bookham Common (20). Gatton Park Lake 
(27). Horton CP (4—5). London Wetland Centre (3), 25 on Dec 4th. Morden 
Hall Park (7). Watermeads at Mitcham (3). 

Battersea Park, 11 on Jan 15th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, “seven being 
hand-fed Pepperamis by an old lady!” Regent's Park (25). 


White Stork Ciconia ciconia 
Status: rare visitor. 


Rainham Marshes NR, one on Mar 19th (JLs, RL, IW et a/), same as in Kent. 
London Colney, one flew over at 12.00 on Mar 19th (BPF). Tyttenhanger GP, 
one flew in low from E at 11.35 on Mar 19th, circled main pit gaining height till 
lost to view at 11.45 flying towards London Colney (JFe, Gk). 

Crossness LNR, one flew N at 09.30 on Mar 19th (GJe, RTr). Darenth, one 
flew towards Darenth Valley at 14.00 on Mar 19th (DM). Sidcup, one flew over 
at 13.35 on Mar 19th (DM). 

Godstone, four on Aug 6th seen spiralling above observer's house in evening 
(KM). 


There were two different birds on Mar 19th, one in Kent/Essex and another 
over two sites in Herts. Along with a flock of four over Surrey, this was a very 
good year for White Storks in London. There have now been 21 records in 
London. 
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2005 correction and additional record 
Hertford, one on Apr 21st-22nd was published in error and should be deleted. 
Reigate, one flew over on Mar 17th (MHe). 


Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
Status: rare migrant not recorded annually. 


Rainham Marshes NR, an adult bearing a Dutch ring on June 9th (GA). 
Walthamstow Res, the same bird on June 10th and 17th-18th (SRH, PLt ef a/). 
Kempton NR, one for five minutes at midday on May 23rd (KBu, WAE). 
Beddington SF, one flew over SE at 07.30 on May 7th (KGu, GDJM, NRS). 
Farthing Downs, one over on May /th (JLe) was also seen at Beddington. 
Redhill, one over the town centre on July 20th at 09.30 (FG). 


There were four seen this year, the highest ever number of records in a single 
year. There have now been 24 records in London. 


Honey Buzzard | Pernis apivorus 
Status: scarce visitor. 


Ingrebourne Valley, one on May 7th (DMn). Rainham Marshes, one on May 
7th (RB, DMI, ASMS, RJW), then flew over Ingrebourne Valley. 

Staines Res, one drifted NE at 09.40 on Sept 17th (REI, PN). West Bedfont, 
two flew W at 12.07 (DMn). 

Regent's Park, one flew SW on Apr 29th (ARD). 


Following the huge influx of 161 birds in 2000, there were four in 2001, none 
in 2002, five in 2003, three each in 2004 and 2005 and now five in 2006. 


Red Kite Milvus milvus 
Status: scarce but increasing visitor; very rare breeder. 


The change in status that this fabulous raptor has undergone in the last few 
years has been nothing short of amazing. No birder can fail to be impressed 
by the sight of one of these huge raptors drifting across their field of view. The 
number of records has increased from 25 in 2002, to 38 in 2003, 54 in 2004, 
102 in 2005 and now an astonishing 201 in 2006 — an advance in the last 
three years of almost logarithmic proportions! It is pretty impossible to assess 
what level of duplication in sightings there might be, but clearly with such a 
visible raptor there is obviously going to be some. Perhaps unsurprisingly, the 
number of sightings involving more than one bird has also increased 
proportionately. The highest count was of five birds which flew over Leyton on 
June 7th, the same day that four birds flew over Tyttenhanger; and on May 
20th four birds flew over Regent's Park, the same day four flew over Honor 


_ Oak — it is possible that these sightings could have related to the same 


roaming individuals. 
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Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey InLond Totals 
No. of records 30 110 15 5 i 31 3 201 
No. of birds 36 = 124 17 5 i 37 6 232 


As can be seen from the table above the Herts sector is by far and away the 
most productive region for Red Kites with 110 records, followed by 31 in 
Surrey and 31 in Essex. However, it should be noted that many of the records 
in Herts relate to the resident pair and other long-staying individuals. 


Breeding was again suspected at a site in Herts from 2005, when a pair was 
seen copulating on several dates, although no juveniles were seen and 
another pair was reported in the Surrey sector as being ‘territorial’. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


The histogram above reveals a dramatic peak from March to June, and an 
equally dramatic fall-off between July and February; 85% of all sightings 
occurred in just these four months. In fact the spring passage came with 
incredibly suddenness — with just 11 records up to Mar 24th, there was a 
startling arrival of at least 16 birds on Mar 25th and seven the following day. 
The next best day was April 7th with nine sightings. It is likely that these 
sightings relate to birds dispersing from the Chilterns, as pairing takes place 
and the immature birds get displaced, although it could include some 
continental birds. 


All Inner London records are given below. 


Deptford Bridge, one on Apr 7th (DMn). Pimlico, one over at 12.25 on July 
26th (ASMS). Regent's Park, four drifted slowly W on May 20th (ARD). 
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Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
Status: scarce but increasing passage migrant. 


Bedfords Park, one on Sept 15th. Dagenham Chase, one on Apr 10th. 
Ingrebourne Valley, one on Apr 15th. Orsett Fen, one on Aug 16th. Rainham 
Marshes, singles on Apr 1st-2nd, 21st, 30th; May 24th; June 3rd-6th, 11th; 
July 17th, 19th-23rd; Dec 18th and 2/th (at least nine individuals). 
Sewardstone Marsh, one on Aug 26th. West Thurrock, one on Sept 17th. 
Rye Meads RSPB, singles on May 25th and Sept 8th. St Albans, one on Aug 
22nd. 

Tottenham Marsh, one on Aug 171th. 

Queen Mother Res, singles on Apr 4th and Aug 22nd. 

Crossness LNR, one on Aug 6th. 

Chessington, one on Apr 17th. London Wetland Centre, singles on Apr 10th, 
May 31st, June 2nd and Oct 14th. Richmond Park, one on Oct 14th. Walton 
Res, one on Apr 16th. 


Regent's Park, one on May 9th and two on Sept 7th (ARD). 


Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
9 4 4 2 6 3 2 - 2 


A total of about 32 birds is the same as 2005, but less than the 41 recorded 
in 2004. The table above gives records month by month (there were no 
records from January to March) and shows a clear peak in April, although 
there were no really clear passage peaks, in fact there were no more than two 
records on any day during the year. 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 
Status: scarce migrant; formerly a regular winter visitor to the Thames-side 
marshes. 


Rainham Marshes, an immature female from Nov 22nd-Dec 29th (HV ef a/). 
Amwell GP, a female flew south on May 1st (TA). 

Walton Res, an adult female present perched on a dead tree then flew east 
along the River Thames at 10.00 on Mar 4th (SJS). 


This is now the second winter in a row that one has been seen at Rainham 
Marshes—which used to be a regular wintering site. 


Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus 
Status: rare migrant 


Rainham Marshes, a ringtail on June 3rd-4th (MKD, PH et a/). 


This is the 21st record for London, where it is remains a major rarity—the last 


records were in 1995 and 2001; 13 of the records have been in spring and 


eight in autumn. 
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Harrier sp. Circus sp 
KGV Res, a ringtail on Sept 10th (DH). 


Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Breeding season records are summarised in the table below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey InLond Total 
Territories 67 25 8 0 1 15 3 119 


A huge number of 1,228 records received reflects the current status of this 
familiar and widespread raptor. Of the 119 breeding records in 2006, only 11 
were actually proved to have bred; consequently the table above gives only 
breeding territories, although even the number listed must be very low 
compared with the true totals, especially in Surrey. The highest count of the 
year was of seven over the London Wetland Centre on Sept 24th. Prey items 
reported included: Blackbird, Collared Dove, Common Snipe (twice), 
Greenfinch, House Sparrow, Long-tailed Tit, Song Thrush, Starling and 
Woodcock. 


Records were received from: Deptford Bridge (up to four), Hyde Park/ 
Kensington Gdns, Kensal Green, Paddington Green (up to two), Regent's 
Park (up to five), St James’s Park and Victoria Embankment. 


Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Status: scarce but increasing breeder, regular migrant/visitor. 


This large raptor continues to expand its reach across our region. An absolute 
minimum of 41 pairs were present in the breeding season in 2006, of which 
at least three pairs were proved to have bred. It is likely that many of the 
remaining pairs did actually breed successfully. The Herts sector stands out 
far above the other regions as being the premier location both for the number 
of records (more than twice as many as all other sectors combined!), as well 
as the number of breeding pairs. 


Six pairs present in the summer; 87 records during the year 

A minimum of 26 pairs present in the summer, which is likely to be an under 
estimate judging from the number of sites; at least two pairs bred 
successfully. 

No breeding records; 97 records during the year. 

No breeding records; eight records during the year. 

Six pairs present in the breeding season, one pair bred successfully; 22 
records during the year. 

Three pairs present in the breeding season; 90 records during the year. 
Camden Lock, one on Apr 11th (DTM). Deptford Bridge, one on Apr 21st 
(DMn). Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, two on May 3rd and one on Nov 4th 
(DTM). London Zoo, one on Apr 3rd (PLt). Paddington Green, one on Mar 
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29th (DTM). Regent's Park, seven records of eight birds seen between Apr 
Sth and Oct 3rd (ARD). 

The above histogram depicts the number of records seen across the area in 
each month of the year. There are fairly obvious peaks in spring and autumn, 
although perhaps the number of birds seen (rather than records) is more 
revealing of the passage across London with a clear spring peak in April of 58 
records (196 birds) and an even more striking peak in September of 106 
records (229 birds). The latter probably reflects the influx of birds from 
Scandinavia as they cross the North Sea and then drift south across Britain. 
Records tail off noticeably in the last three months of the year. 


Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Status: scarce passage migrant. 


There were 31 records in 2006, the best year ever; 19 were in spring and 12 
in autumn. The first bird of the year was at Cobham on Apr ‘st, followed by 
others on 3rd and 7th, with three more on Qth; a total of 13 birds were seen in 
April. Five birds passed through in May, with the last being seen on May 25th. 
The first returning bird in the autumn was on Sept 5th, eight more followed in 
this month, then singles were seen on Oct 2nd and 17th. Finally the last bird 
of the year was an astonishingly late individual seen from KGVI Reservoir on 
Nov 5th at 13.30 and then over Hilfield Park Res at 14.21 (earlier the same 
bird had been seen near Fleet, Hants, then over Moor Green Lakes, Berks). 
Clearly a northbound Osprey at that time of year must be completely 
disorientated! 


Orsett, one on Oct 2nd (RBs). Waltham Abbey and Marsh, one on Sept 21st 
(KC). Walthamstow Res, one on Apr 18th (DCn). 


58 


Herts 


Middx 


Bucks 
Kent 


Surrey 


In Lond 


0304 


In Lond 


0309 


Surrey 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 71 FOR 2006 


Bushey, one on May 14th (CME). Cheshunt GP, one on May 15th (CW). 
Hilfield Park Res, singles on Apr 13th (LGRE), Oct 17th (RT) and Nov 5th 
(HPBR). Panshanger Park, one from Sept 12th to 17th (AR ef al). 
Tyttenhanger GP, one on Sept 17th (Gk). 

Harrow-on-the-Hill, one on May 2nd (PP). KGVI Res, one on Apr 9th (REI, 
PN) and one on Nov 5th (REI). Queen Mary Res, one on Sept 23rd (REI)... 
Staines Res, singles on Apr 3rd (ASS), Apr 9th (APG, CWVW) and Sept 19th 
(REI). Stoke Newington Res, one on Apr 26th (MJP). Tottenham, one on Sept 
15th (SP). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Sept 5th (RMC). 

Wraysbury GP, one on Apr 29th (CL). 

Chipstead Lake, one on Apr 20th (TRS). Crossness LNR, one on Sept 16th 
(MSt). 

Cobham, one on Apr 1st (MS). London Wetland Centre, singles on Apr 9th 
(DMk), 12th (JGd), 16th (Al) and May 25th (RK). Trevereaux area, one on 
Sept 17th (PJO). 

Millbank, one on Apr 7th (EHs). Regent’s Park, one on May 9th (ARD). 


The peak counts in London since 1992 have been: nine in 1993, 12 in 1994, 
18 in 1996, 22 in 2004 and now 31 this year. Bearing in mind the increasing 
spread of this marvellous piscivore, we can only expect more records. 


Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Records of pairs in the breeding season are shown in the table below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey InLond Total 
59 18 8 0 0 16 2 99 


As with Sparrowhawk the vast majority of breeding records refer to territories, 
with very few instances of proved breeding, consequently the above table just 
provides breeding territories. This total doesn’t seem likely to reflect its true 
status, but as in previous years Essex comes out way ahead of the other 
counties. Could all observers report sightings of breeding birds in future 
(especially away from Essex). The highest count was of ten birds at Rainham 
Marshes (where there were four territories) on Nov 1st. Prey items reported 
by observers during the year included: Common Shrew, Pied Wagtail, Linnet, 
juvenile Magpie, dragonflies and flying ants! 


Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 12 fairly random sightings from January to 
March and August to November, with up to two in September and November. 
Regent's Park, two pairs bred. St James's Park, singles in March and May. 


Merlin Falco columbarius 
Status: scarce migrant and winter visitor. 


Beddington SF, one on Mar 23rd (MCk, MN). Coulsdon, one on Nov 25th. 
London Wetland Centre, singles on Oct 26th and 27th (DMk, RK, RGn). 
Walton Res, one on Oct 10th (SJS). 
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Five birds were seen during the year, all in the Surrey sector—one in March 
and the others in October and November. Observers are reminded that this 
species is scarce in London and notes must be provided. 


Hobby Falco subbuteo 
Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first bird arrived at Kingston-upon-Thames on Apr 1st, then another 11 
between Apr 8th and 21st . The pace picked up considerably after this with 
five on 22nd, then another 47 by the end of the month. Only two double-figure 
counts were noted during the year: 10 together at Wraysbury on May 7th and 
10 at Cheshunt GP on May 28th. 


There were just eight records in October, with the last bird being an adult at 
the Arthur Jacob NR, near Horton on Oct 7th. 


Pairs probably breeding Pairs proved breeding Totals 
Essex 11 2 13 
Herts 5 3 8 
Middx 4 2 6 
Kent 1 ; - i 
Surrey 1 4 5 
Totals 22 11 33 


The above table gives details of breeding records; there were no breeding 
reports from the Bucks or Inner London sectors. The overall total of 32 proved 
and probable records is close to last year’s total and represents an all time 
high, although it is still probably an under-estimate of the true breeding 
figures. Overall there were in excess of 800 records throughout the year — a 
good indication of its familiar presence as a summer visitor in our area these 
days. 


Details of Inner London records are given below. 


Bayswater, W2, two on May 11th (DJL). Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, singles 
on May 12th, Sept 1st, 6th and 13th (DTM). Notting Hill, two on May 11th 
(DJL). Regent’s Park, singles on five dates between Apr 22nd-Oct 13th 
(ARD). St Johns Wood, one on June 7th (DTM). 


Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 
Status: rare breeder, becoming an increasingly regular resident/winter visitor. 


Three pairs bred successfully, although one pair lost its young during a 
hailstorm, and another two pairs were on territory, neither of which were 
proved to have bred. It seems very likely that this is only the tip of the iceberg 
and in reality about twice as many pairs could actually be breeding—either 


. because the breeding is going unreported or because they are breeding away 


from the public eye. 


Seen at 27 different sites, with the most regular being Rainham Marshes 
where it was seen in every month of the year, except September, where at 
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least four birds were involved. It is also now a regular sight in the lower Lee 
Valley. In the breeding season one pair bred successful rearing one young, 
another pair hatched two young, but these died during a hailstorm and a third 
pair was on territory, but did not breed. 

Recorded from 15 localities during the year; all involved just single birds 
except for two seen together at Great Amwell. Reports mostly came from the 
upper Lee Valley and the Colne Valley, with sightings mostly occurring at the 
beginning and end of the year. 

55 sightings from 21 localities with the vast majority of sightings coming from 
either the lower Lee Valley or the south-west London reservoirs. 

Seen during every month of the year at Queen Mother Res, involving at least 
four birds, but never more than two together. There were several sightings 
from Wraysbury and one at Horton. 

Just 15 records from five sites, with the vast majority of sightings coming from 
Crossness LNR. At another site one pair bred rearing two young. 

There were 118 records from 18 localities, the vast majority (61) coming 
equally from just two sites — Beddington SF and the London Wetland Centre. 
One pair present from March to June was seen to copulate, but breeding was 
not proved. 

Recorded from Bermondsey, Green Park, Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 
London Bridge, Millwall, Oxford Street, Paddington, Regent’s Park, Sloane 
Square, St James’s Park, Tate Modern, Tottenham Court Road and sete (ele) 
There were no reports of breeding. 
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The above histogram depicts monthly sightings across London throughout the 
year, it only represents sightings and not individuals; the January and 
December totals represent an absolute maximum of 30-31 individuals in each 
month. What it reveals, however, is how much more visible this superb raptor 
becomes in the winter months as breeding birds move away from their natal 
sites. With the ready availability of prey (especially Feral Rock Dove), as well 
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as plenty of man-made breeding sites this species can only be expected to 
advance its presence in our area. 


Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 
Status: common, but elusive, winter visitor; scarce breeder. 


Reported from 58 sites this year, compared to 67 in 2005. The breeding 
population continues to increase with at least 22 pairs (up from 10 in 2005). 
All breeding records are given, along with details of principal wintering sites 
recording two or more birds (and their peak counts in the first and second 
winter periods in brackets). 


Cornmill Meadows (0:2). Ingrebourne Valley (10:6), at least 10 territories. 
Rainham Marshes NR (5:12), six territories. Walthamstow Marsh (2:0). 
Walthamstow Res (2:2). Warren Gorge (2:1). 

Amwell GP (4:3), four pairs. Cassiobury Park (2:1). Cheshunt GP (5:2); one 
pair. Croxley Moor (3:0). Hilfield Park Res (3:1). Rye Meads RSPB (6:5), one 
pair bred. Stocker’s Lake (2:2). Watford Link Road (2:2). 

Alexandra Park (2:1). Brent Res (4:3). Kempton NR (1:2). Stoke Newington 
Res (3:1). | 

Wraysbury GP (1:2). 

Crossness LNR (2:0). Sevenoaks WR (2:2). 

Beddington SF (2:1). London Wetland Centre (14:22), one pair bred. Pen 


Ponds, Richmond Park, one heard in late June. 


Regent’s Park, singles from Oct 24th-30th and Nov 6th-Dec 31st (ARD). 


Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 
Status: very scarce passage migrant 


Cornmill Meadows, a juvenile from Aug 29th-Sept 7th (HLy et a/). 
Beddington SF, a juvenile from Aug 12th-14th (JPA, GDJM et a/). 


A good showing with two widely seen juveniles. This is the first time this 
decade in which there have been two records in the same year. Both of these 
sites have had recent records with one at Beddington in 2004 and one at 
Cornmill Meadows in 1998. 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Status: very common breeding resident. 


All breeding records of five or more pairs are given below (number of 
pairs/territories in brackets), with the highest numbers reported outside the 
breeding season, as well as a Summary of Inner London sightings. 


Bedfords Park (5). Rainham Marsh (42), 120 in Sept. Roding Valley Park (5). 
Walthamstow Res (26), 78 in Mar. Weald Park (7). 
Aldenham Res (5-6). Cheshunt GP, 54 in Jan. Rye Meads RSPB (69), 220 in Oct. 
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Brent Res, 61 in Oct. 

Beddington SF (35), 98 in Aug. London Wetland Centre (24+), 239 in Feb (72 
juveniles in Aug). R. Wandle, Carshalton-Morden (61); R. Wandle, Carshalton 
Ponds-Wandsworth), 193 in Dec. Wimbledon Common (10). 

Battersea Park, 22 on Jan 15th. St James’s Park, several pairs bred. 


The highest count of the year was again at the Wetland Centre with 239, 
compared to 212 last year. Additionally, a pair attempted to nést at Staines 
Res under the main tern raft, possibly the first attempt at breeding there. 


Coot Fulica atra 
Status: very common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


In the summary below, breeding concentrations over ten are given (number 
of pairs, broods or territories in brackets), together with peak counts over 200 
and details of Inner London records. 


Barking Park (22). Belhus Woods CP (30). Dagenham, Fords (24). Rainham 
Marshes NR (59). Walthamstow Res (28), 577 on Nov 19th. Wanstead Park 
(43). Warren Gorge (10). 

Aldenham Res (12). Amwell GP, 220 on Nov 23rd. Bowyers GP, 461 on Mar 
11th. Broxbourne GP, 357 on Feb 11th. Batchworth Lake (10). Cheshunt GPs 
(133), 970 in Feb. Hilfield Park Res, 385 on Aug 13th. Lynsters Farm, 262 on 
Dec 17th. Rye Meads RSPB (90), 985 on Nov 18th. Stocker’s Lake, 318 on 
Nov 19th. Verulamium Lake (17). 

Brent Res (12), 770 on Jan 15th. Broadwater Lake, 300 on Jan 20th. KGVI 
Res, 267 on Sept 17th. Staines Res, 300 on July 16th. Stoke Newington Res, 
300 on Nov 3rd. 

Wraysbury GP, 265 on Jan 12th. 

Beddington SF (29). London Wetland Centre (42 juveniles in rie 280 on 
Aug 13th. QEII Res, 203 on Sept 8th. R. Wandle, Carshalton-Morden (21). 
Richmond Park (15). Thorpe Water Park, 406 on Jan 15th. Waddon Ponds 
(14). Walton Res (18), 278 on Sept 1st. 

Battersea Park, 107 on Jan 15th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 162 on Jan 
19th. St James’s Park, several pairs bred. 


Few comments on breeding success were received apart from at Aldenham 
Res where only one brood was reared from 12 nests. Eighteen sites recorded 
over 200 birds with the maximum count of 985 at Rye Meads. 


Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 
Status: localised breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


As usual there were reports from sites along the Thames throughout the year, 
along with a scattering of additional records—principally from reservoirs and 
gravel pits. The majority of records away from the Thames occurred between 
mid March and late September, and all involved only one or two birds, some 
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of which were overhead migrants. All of the reported territories again came 
from Thames-side sites in the Essex sector (with nine territories—12 in 2005) 
although a single bird summered at a Hertfordshire gravel pit. A summary of 
all records is given below (number of territories in brackets). 


Barking Bay area (3). Creekmouth, Barking (2), five on Apr 23rd. Dagenham 
Chase, one on Mar 15th. Dagenham, Fords (1), four on July 15th. Fishers 
Green, singles on Apr 28th and May 22nd. KGV Res, singles on Mar 23rd, Aug 
Sth and Aug 22nd. QEIl Bridge, four on Mar 12th and three on Apr Qth. 
Rainham Marshes (2), up to eight from Feb 24th-Oct 28th, with the highest 
counts in March and April. Sewardstone Marsh, one on Apr 4th. Walthamstow 
Res, singles on Apr 4th and Nov 19th. West Thurrock Marshes (1), peaks of 
up to six between Mar 15th-Apr 8th. Wm Girling Res, two on June 3rd. 
Amwell GP, one on May 28th. Tyttenhanger GP, one from May 6th-July 20th. 
East India Dock, two on Apr 21st, one on June 6th, and two on July 23rd. 
Highbury, one on July 27th. KGVI Res, singles on May 13th and Aug 23rd. 
Staines Res, two on Apr 27th, singles on Apr 29th, May 7th and 13th, two on 
Aug 28th and one on Dec 27th-28th. Tottenham Marsh, one on Apr 4th. 
Queen Mother Res, singles on June 2nd and Aug 23rd. 

Crossness LNR, four on May 4th. Northfleet, three on Apr 22nd. Swanscombe 
Marsh, three on July 22nd. 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 20th. Island Barn Res, one on Sept 20th. London 
Wetland Centre, singles on Feb 6th, Mar 21st, May 23rd and 29th, June 3rd 
and 19th. QE II Res, singles on Mar 15th, May 12th, 23rd and 29th, Aug 2nd 
and 7th, and Sept 7th. Walton Res, two on Mar 15th with one on Mar 16th. 
West Molesey, one on Jan 20th. 

Blackfriars Bridge, one on June 2nd (REI). Paddington Green, one on July 
18th (DTM). 


Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
Status: a scarce visitor in all months of the year; occasional breeder. 


For the third year running a new record high count for the London Area was 
made: 49 at West Thurrock on Mar 15th (previously 31 on Feb 25th 2005 at 
the same site). Away from the Thames — at West Thurrock and Rainham 
Marshes, Avocets remain scarce visitors to our area, mainly as spring and 
autumn passage migrants. 


Occasionally (in 1996 and 2005) spring migrants have found the conditions at 
sites they visit to be to their liking and have stayed to breed. This happened 
at two sites this year: with a pair hatching four chicks at the London Wetland 
Centre although unfortunately none survived; and at Rainham Marshes where 
one early pair raised two young with three other pairs turning up and nesting 
later, however they all failed as the site had more or less dried out. All records 
are given, or Summarised; 


Rainham Marshes, three on Mar 23rd and two on 25th; four pairs nested, one 
of which was successful; singles on Sept 17th, Nov 19th and 26th, 15 on Dec 
1st and singles on 14th and 17th (mo). West Thurrock Marshes, reported 
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regularly between Jan and March, with peaks of 27 on Jan 28th, 25 on Feb 
1st, 49 on Mar 15th and 32 on Mar 23rd, one on June 10th (mo). Wm Girling 
Res, two on May 4th (per JFk). 

Coopers Green GP, four on May 1st (DBh, SPe et a/). 

Crossness LNR, four on Apr 23rd (RTr). Dartford Marsh, one on Nov 29th 
(CWi). 

Beddington SF, singles on Mar 13th (APt) and June 10th (JPA). London 
Wetland Centre, a pair from Apr 22nd-July 9th, which bred but failed to fledge 
any young (mo), one on Dec 20th-23rd (JNn et a/). QEII Res, two on Mar 13th 
were also seen at nearby Walton Res (DMh). 


Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first spring migrant was recorded at the Wetland Centre on Mar 15th. No 
reports came from other sites until two were seen at Tyttenhanger GP on Mar 
21st, with most other sites recording their first arrivals soon afterwards. Spring 
passage reached a peak during April, and continued until the end of May 
(although the presence of breeding birds at many sites makes it difficult to 
judge the number of birds passing through). The highest counts during the 
spring included 14 at Walton Res on Apr 10th, 13 at KGVI Res on Apr 25th 
and 12 at the Wetland Centre on May 14th. No other sites reported more than 
eight together. 


The number of breeding records are summarised in the table below and was 
down on last year, when a potential total of 55 pairs were reported; it seems 
likely that this does not give a true representation of the number of pairs 
attempting to breed in the area, and all future records of breeding (or 
summering) pairs are requested. 


Pairs proved breeding Pairs probably breeding Other pairs present Total 


Essex 9 2. 2 13 
Herts 4 3 5 12 
Middx 1 0 0 1 
Bucks 0 0 0 0 
Kent 0 0 2 2 
Surrey 6 2 0 8 
Total 20 if 9 36 


The presence of summering adults, and post breeding dispersal of locally 
raised young meant that autumn passage was obscured. The highest 
numbers were recorded at most sites during late June and July, with 
maximum counts of 15 at Tyttenhanger GP on July 2nd, nine in the 
Ingrebourne Valley on June 28th and nine at Rainham Marshes on July 27th. 
Numbers dropped gradually during August with the last bird of the year being 
a juvenile at Stanstead Abbotts GP on Sept 23rd. 
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Ringed Plover - Charadrius hiaticula 
Status: localised breeder, common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Numbers reported during both winter periods were low, with no high counts at 
the start of the year and only two counts of over seven in the closing months — 
both from Rainham Marshes. They were more widespread during the spring 
and autumn, with the main spring passage beginning in March and peaking in 
late April-early May, and the highest autumn numbers occurring during 
August. As usual a few pairs stayed to breed, with 5—7 pairs reported, at least 
three of which fledged young. All breeding records are given, with other 
records summarised; 


The majority of records came from Rainham Marshes with singles on Feb 8th 
and Feb 12th, spring passage from Apr 9th-May 13th (with a peak of 13 on 
May 7th), autumn passage between Aug 1st-Sept 18th (with maxima of 34 on 
Aug 13th, and 26 on Aug 19th), and peaks in the second winter period of 32 
on Dec 8th and 20 on Dec 17th. Lower numbers were seen elsewhere on the 
Thames with maxima of 12 at West Thurrock 12 on Mar 23rd, and seven at 
the Queen Elizabeth Bridge on Mar 12th. Additional reports of up to three 
individuals: came from six sites in the periods from Mar 9th-June 12th, and 
Aug 14th-21st, and a pair held a territory, and probably bred, at the Ford 
works at Dagenham. 

At Tyttenhanger GP there were records between Jan 22nd-Sept 17th, with 
one pair breeding; spring numbers peaked with ten on Mar 2nd and nine on 
three other dates between Mar 3rd-25th, in the autumn the highest numbers 
were eight on July 3rd and six on Aug 14th. A second pair attempted to breed 
at Coopers Green GP, where up to three were present from Feb 19th-July 
24th, but apparently abandoned their nest at an early stage. Records were 
received from five other localities during the year with most between Mar 
19th-May 26th, and June 26th-July 23rd. The sole exception was one aft 
Amwell GP on Jan 14th. 

East India Dock Basin, one on Aug 20th. Kempton NR, singles on Feb 11th 
and June 14th. KGVI Res, up to three between Apr 21st-May 28th, with 
singles on Sept 8th and 25th. Staines Res, one on Feb 6th, up to three 
between Mar ist-May 27th (with 11 on Mar 5th), and up to five between July 
6th and Oct 9th. 


‘Horton GP, one on Feb 17th, then a pair from Apr 21st, which bred, fledging 


one chick. Queen Mother Res, singles on three dates in May, three on June 
12th, and up to three between Aug 13th-Sept 18th. 

Crossness LNR, singles on Apr 16th and June 5th, three on Apr 25th, five on 
Aug 8th and two on Oct 17th. Dartford Marsh, seven on Dec 13th and three 
on Dec 15th. Sevenoaks WR, one on Apr 19th. 

One or two pairs were present on territories at Walton Res, but no young 
fledged; adults were seen between Mar 25th and July 3rd, with a peak of five 
on Apr 17th. Beddington SF, one on Jan 15th, up to three May 4th-June 14th 
(with 14 on May 19th), and up to five July 22nd-Sept 22nd. Island Barn Res, 
one on Sept 7th. London Wetland Centre, up to four Apr 2nd-May 30th. QE II 
Res, singles on several dates Mar 15th-June 10th (with three on Apr 23rd), 
and one on Sept 18th. 
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European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 
Status: regular winter visitor to parts of the Area, scarce passage migrant and 
winter visitor elsewhere. 


As usual most reports of wintering flocks came from the Herts and Essex 
sectors, with only small numbers reaching other areas. Many of the records 
in Herts may relate to the same mobile flock. Some large flocks were still 
present at the start of April; in Herts, 300 flew over Rye Meads on 4th (with 
120 on 16th) and 639 were at West Hyde GPs on 8th (with 272 remaining 
there on 14th), while in Essex there were 120 in the Ingrebourne Valley on the 
10th, with 18 seen there on 23rd being the last of winter. Numbers at many 
sites increased in March, which suggests that birds that had spent the winter 
elsewhere may have been moving through the area at this time. 


In autumn, the first returning birds were four at Tyttennanger GP on Sept ‘st, 
soon followed by one at Rainham Marshes on Sept 10th. No more were 
reported before the start of October, but numbers quickly built up at some 
localities during that month. Records are summarised below; 


Reported from nine sites. Cornmill Meadows, max of 700 in Jan, 550 in Feb, 
750 in Mar and 250 in Dec. Dagenham Chase, max of 400 in Jan. Fairlop 
Waters, max of 344 on Feb 10th. Hall Marsh, max of 200 in Feb, 300 in Mar, 
100 in Nov and 166 in Dec. Ingrebourne Valley, max of 350 in Mar, 120 in Apr 
and 300 in Nov. aw 
Records came from 27 sites. Aldenham, 200 on Jan 24th. Amwell GP, max of 
140 in Mar. Batlers Green, Radlett, 120 on Jan 1st and 236 on Feb 12th. 
Beech Farm GP, max of 150 in Jan, 200 in Feb, and 110 in Dec. Cheshunt 
(Oylers Farm), 200 on Mar 3rd and a max of 100 in Nov. Coopers Green GP, 
max of 200 in Nov and 300 in Dec. Coopers Green Lane, 1,500 on Dec 31st. 
Courser Farm, 700 on Mar 13th and 200 on Nov 20th. Frogmore GP, max of 
500 in Jan and 100 in Nov. Great Amwell, 625 on Nov 25th. Hatfield Garden 
Village, max of 165 in Oct, 500 in Nov and 1,000 in Dec. London Colney, 250 
on Feb 4th and 200 on Dec 30th. Prae Wood, 350 overhead on Apr ‘1st. 
Radlett Aero GP, c500 on Nov 26th. Rye Meads RSPB, max of 300 in Apr and 
Nov, 400 in Dec. Shenleybury, max of 210 in Oct, 373 in Nov and 200 in Dec. 
Stockers Lake, 150+ on Feb 5th, 160 on Mar 15th and 200 on Dec 4th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, max of 150 in Jan, 650 in Feb, 900 in Mar, 350 in Oct, 750 
in Nov and 150 in Dec. West Hyde GP, max of 661 in Apr. Woodoaks Farm, - 
Maple Cross, max of 1,000 in Jan, 500 in Feb and 200 in Mar 

Reported from eight sites, mainly small groups flying over. The largest flocks 
were 35 over Enfield Lock on Feb 20th, 30 over Potters Bar on Mar 14th and 
22 at Vicarage Farm, Enfield on Feb 10th. 

Horton Fields, 19 flew SE on Dec 2nd. Queen Mother Res, 26 flew NE on Jan 
4th and 15 on Nov 16th. Woodlands Park GP, 70 on Jan 24th and 30 on Dec 
13th. 

Five at Dartford Marsh on Jan 23rd was the only report. . 
Beddington SF, 16 flew W on Jan 14th, two N on Oct 22nd, three flew NW on 
Nov 5th and one flew S on Dec 26th. Epsom Downs, one on Feb 4th. London 
Wetland Centre, one on Feb 4th. Ridlands, Moorhouse, five flew W on Jan 
26th. 


In Lond Regent’s Park, one flew E at 09.30 on Oct 3rd (ARD). 
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Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 


Status: passage migrant in variable numbers, and scarce winter visitor. 


Thames-side sites in Essex continue to be the best places to search for this 
species in the London Area, with 24 of the 32 reports received this year 
coming from Rainham Marshes and West Thurrock Marshes. 


Fishers Green, one on Dec 23rd (PRr). Rainham Marshes, 1—2 on ten widely 
spaced dates from Jan 1st-May 7th, and six dates from Oct 8th-Dec 3rd, 20 
on Dec 8th and six on Dec 21st (mo). West Thurrock Marshes, up to seven 
on nine dates between Jan 24th-Apr 8th (mo). 

Tyttenhanger GP, one flew over calling at 07.10 on Aug 13th (RFr). 

KGVI Res, one on May 11th (REI, KLP), a different bird on May 12th (PN, 
KLP), one on Oct 30th (AVM, KLP). Potters Bar, three flew over on Jan 28th 
(AGy). Staines Res, one on May 11th arrived from KGVI Res and flew off high 
to the NE at 19.55 (REI). 

Queen Mother Res, one on May ‘1st (CDRH). 


There were no records from south of the Thames for the first time since 1975. 


Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Status: widespread breeding species, common winter visitor and passage 
migrant. 


A total of 118 breeding pairs or territories were reported (142 in 2005), with 
the Essex and Herts sectors each holding roughly a third of these. Many 
observers reported very low breeding success—in some Cases all of the nests 
at a site were reported as failing, with some observers attributing this to the 
poor weather during the breeding season. 


Wintering flocks of 500 or more (monthly maxima from regular sites), and all 
Inner London records, are given. 


Grange Waters, 530 on Nov 12th. Rainham Marshes, max of 2,312 in Jan, 
2,476 in Feb, 748 in Mar, 600 in Oct, c1,000 in Nov and c1,200 in Dec. Six 
other sites reported flocks of over 300. 

Amwell GP, max of 550 on Feb 11th and 250 on Aug 26th. Beech Farm, c500 
on Jan 15th and 260 on Aug 27th. Coopers Green GP, c500 on Jan 15th and 
274 on Aug 6th. Great Amwell, max of 673 in Nov. Tyttenhanger GP, monthly 
maxima of 630 in Jan, 617 in Feb and 400 in Oct. Three other sites reported 
maximum numbers of over 300. 

Shepperton, 630 on Jan 1st. Stanwell Moor, c500 on Jan 1st. Counts in 
excess of 300 came from two other localities. 

Woodlands Park GP, 800 on Feb 6th. 

Dartford Marsh, 600 on Jan 23rd. Two other sites reported over 300. 

Counts of over 300 were only received from three sites, with the highest being 
counts of 420 from Holmethorpe SP on Nov 19th and Thorpe Water Park on 
Jan 15th. 

Regent's Park, singles on Mar 27th, July 17th and Dec 12th (ARD). 
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Knot Calidris canutus 
Status: passage migrant and winter visitor in small numbers. 


Eleven records including winter, spring and autumn dates is a fairly typically 
showing of this species. All records are given. 


Dagenham Chase, one on Jan 23rd (VHF). Rainham Marshes, one on May 
7th-8th (HV et a/). West Thurrock Marshes, two on Dec 24th (DMn). 

Hilfield Park Res, one on Jan 9th (HRBR). Tyttenhanger GP, one from Feb 
3rd-11th (MBg et a/). 

Staines Res, singles in summer plumage on Aug 3rd (PN) and 10th (KLP). 
Queen Mother Res, one circled the reservoir then flew off NE (CDRH). 
Island Barn Res, one on Feb 26th (DMH). London Wetland Centre, one on 
Apr 10th (WN et a/) and two on 12th (KOH). 


Sanderling Calidris alba 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers, rare in winter. : 


A typical set of records which all fell between April 23rd-June 12th and July 
27th-August 4th. Spring records outnumbered those in autumn. All records 
are given. 


Rainham Marshes, two on May 7th (PH, DMn, HV). Walthamstow Res, one 
on Aug 3rd (DCn, PLt). 

Hilfield Park Res, one from May 19th-21st (HRBR). Tyttenhanger GP, four on 
May 15th (SBk ef a/). 

KGVI Res, one on May 16th (KLP et a/), two adults on July 27th (PN) and 
three on Aug 1st (KLP). Staines Res, one flew in with five Dunlin on Apr 23rd 
(FJM), an adult on July 27th which later moved to KGVI Res, and four adults 
on Aug 3rd (PN). Wraysbury Res, two adults on Aug 4th (CDRH). 

Queen Mother Res, five on May 11th, one on 19th, four on 22nd, two on 23rd, 
singles on 26th and 29th; three on June 12th and two on Aug 3rd (CDRH, 
WAS). 

Beddington SF, two on May 19th, with one on 20th (JPA). QEIl Res, two on 
May 5th, one on 10th, two on 12th, one on 18th, three on 19th, two on 20th, 
singles on 24th-26th and 30th; three on Aug 2nd and one on 3rd (DMH, SJS). 


Little Stint . Calidris minutus 
Status: passage migrant in variable, but usually small numbers, rare in winter. 


Just four records this year, three of which were in September which confirms 
this as the best month to look for this species. 


Cornmill Meadows, one on Sept 9th (SP). Rainham Marshes, one from Aug 
28th-30th (SSy et a/). 

Queen Mother Res, a juvenile from Sept 19th-21st (CDRH et a/). 

QEIl Res, a juvenile on Sept 18th (DMH). 


This is the lowest annual number since the late 1940s. 
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Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Beddington SF, a juvenile was seen with Dunlin early in the morning on Sept 
13th, but had disappeared by 08.00. What was presumed to be the same bird 
was seen again early on Sept 15th but again disappeared (JPA, GDJM). 


Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima 
Status: very scarce late autumn and winter visitor. 


Staines Res, one stayed for less than two minutes on July 23rd (REI). 
Queen Mother Res, one on Dec 26th (CDRH). 


These become the 36th and 37th records of this species in our area, with at 
least one found in each year since 2000 (the last blank year). All recent birds 
have stayed for less than a day so many London birders would welcome a 
chance to catch up with this species. This was not to be with these two 
records — the Staines bird departed as soon as it had been found, and Queen 
Mother Res was closed to the public over the Christmas period, with the gates 
padlocked! é 


Dunlin Calidris alpina 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


‘As usual high counts were made at Essex sites along the Thames during both 


winter periods (Jan-Mar and Nov-Dec), although like last year, numbers 
reported from the Kent side were very low. Monthly maxima at the main sites 
during this period were; Dagenham (Fords), 29 in Nov and 53 in Dec; QEIll 
Bridge, 90 in Jan, 50 in Feb and 29 in Mar; Rainham Marshes, 521 in Jan, 
500 in Feb, 106 in Mar, 700 in Nov and 950 in Dec; West Thurrock Marshes, 
1,500 in Jan, 4,250 in Feb, 1,500 in Mar, 40 in Nov and 260 in Dec. Smaller 
numbers were recorded at most of these sites during passage periods 


‘between mid March and early June and late July to September. 


As usual small numbers were seen at inland sites (mainly reservoirs) during 
the winter months, with a wider spread of records, at reservoirs and gravel pits 
during the migration periods. Records away from the main Essex sites on the 
Thames are summarised below; 


Found at six sites away from the Thames with 21 records of 1—5 individuals 
all falling between Mar 12th-May 14th and Aug 2nd-Sept 8th. 

Reported from six sites during the year, with singles at Tyttenhanger GP on 
Feb 6th, and Hilfield Park Res on Dec 10th and six at the later site on Dec 
26th. 29 additional records, each involving up to six individuals occurred 
between Mar 8th-May 20th and July 19th-Sept 16th. 

There were 56 records (of 1—9 individuals) from eight localities, with all except 
two of these between Mar 15th-May 31st and July 6th-Sept 23rd. The two 
records which fell outside of these periods were of singles at Kempton NR on 
Feb 2nd and Staines Res on Nov 28th. 
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Two were seen at Horton Fields on Nov 28th, and up to four were at Queen 
Mother Res on 17 dates between Apr 30th-May 19th and Aug 8th-Sept 16th. 
Reports came from only two sites. Crossness NR, five on Nov 14th and seven 
on Dec 2nd. Dartford Marsh, 15 on Nov 29th, with singles on Jan 23rd and 
Dec 15th. 

59 records, from six sites, included ten reports of single birds in Jan-Feb and 
four in Dec. The majority of records, which involved up to ten individuals, 
occurred in spring and autumn though, from Mar 4th-June 8th and July 3rd- 
Sept 24th. 


Ruff Philomachus pugnax 
Status: regular passage migrant, now rare winter visitor. 


A run of poor years continues, with the only winter records coming from 
Rainham Marshes — where small numbers were recorded regularly in both 
winter periods. There were just two spring records and a handful of individuals 
during the autumn. : 


Rainham Marshes, up to three between Jan 1st-Mar 22nd, one from July 
23rd-Aug 25th (with two on Aug 14th), one from Nov 19th, then two from Dec 
26th to the end of the year (mo). 

Rye Meads RSPB, one on Sept 18th-19th (VB, RMRG). Stanstead Abbotts 
GP, a juvenile on Sept 23rd-24th (BR). Tyttenhanger GP, three juveniles on 
Oct ist (JTy). 

KGVI Res, one on Apr 21st(REl). Staines Res, singles on Apr 22nd-23rd (JE, 
PN, KLP) and Sept 13th (EM). Stanwell Moor, one on July 22nd (REI, PN). 
Wraysbury Res, two on Aug 24th (DJM). 

Beddington SF, singles on Aug 21st-22nd and 25th-27th; two on Sept 17th, 
singles on 20th and 22nd, four on 23rd and two on 27th-28th (BBR). QEIl Res, 
one from Sept 11th-14th (DMH, SJS). 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
Status: widespread but elusive winter visitor and passage migrant. 


The highest count this year was six at Tyttenhanger compared to 16 at 
Wraysbury GP in 2005. Most records were in the early part of the year, with 
estimated monthly totals as follows (Jan-April and Sept-Dec): 


J iF M A S O N D 
17 13 30 6 1 10 10 13 


The last spring records were on Apr 23rd at Rainham Marshes and the 
Wetland Centre. The first autumn record was on Sept 27th at Horton GP. 


Highest counts for each site are given for each winter period. 


Hall Marsh (0:1). Ingrebourne Valley (1:1). Rainham Marshes (3:2). West 
Thurrock Marshes (3:2). 
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Amwell GP (1:0). Cassiobury Park (1:0). Frogmore GP (1:0). Rye Meads 
RSPB (7:4). Tyttenhanger GP (6:1). 

Queen Mary GP, one on Oct 21st was the only county record. 

Horton GP (5:3). Wraysbury GP (0:1). 

Crossness LNR (1:1). Greenhithe (1:0). Swanscombe Marsh (2:0). 
Beddington SF (2:2). Hersham GP (2:0). Holmethorpe SP (0:2). London 
Wetland Centre (2:2). Walton Res (2:0). 

Regent’s Park, singles on Feb 27th and Oct 30th (ARD). 


Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant, scarce breeder. 





Essex 


Herts 


Middx 


The maximum count this year was 73 at Rainham Marshes compared to 70 
at the same site in 2005. Although there were two summer records there was 
no sign of any breeding activity. The highest counts are given below for each 
county as well as all summer records and all records from Inner London. 


Cornmill Meadows, 28 on Apr 5th and 40 on Nov 4th. Rainham Marshes, 60 
on Feb 12th and 73 on Nov 19th. West Thurrock Marshes, 15 on Jan 28th and 
16 on Dec 7th. : 

Amwell GP, seven on Apr 23rd and 12 on Oct 26th. Beech Farm GP, 14 on 
Dec 3rd. Coopers Green GP, 12 on Mar 25th. Otterspool, 11 on Dec 17th. 
Rye Meads RSPB, 36 on Mar 12th and 32 on Oct 6th-7th. 

Brent Res, 21 on Jan 14th and 23 on Dec 23rd. Stanwell Moor, 10 over on 
Sept 19th. 
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Wraysbury GP, 50 on Feb 17th and 45 on Apr ‘st. 

Crossness LNR, 15 on Feb 5th and 19 on Nov 15th. Crossness Southern 
Marsh, 20 on Dec 3rd. R.Darent, Otford Rd, 12 on Feb 11th and 36 on Dec 
20th. 

Beddington SF, 30 on Jan 8th and 46 on Sept 25th. Hersham GP, 37 on Jan 
22nd. Holmethorpe SP, 45 on Dec 24th. London Wetland Centre, 47 on Feb 
18th, one on June 24th-25th and 23 on Oct 15th. Walton Res, 31 on Jan 16th, 
one on June 4th and 21 on Dec 21st. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one on Oct 13th. Regent’s Park, singles on Feb 
27th, Mar 23rd and Oct 30th. 


Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 
Status: localised breeding species, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


A negative report during the breeding season was received from Limpsfield 
Chart (Surrey), where the observer stated that the species was ‘not recorded 
for the first time ever’. Unusually, all the Inner London records were in spring 
rather than during the typical peak month of November. 


All records from breeding sites (numbers roding in brackets), all Inner London 
records and counts above one outside of the breeding season are given. 


Epping Forest, (no survey undertaken, roding birds present at seven sites). 
Fairlop Waters, two on Jan 21st and 29th. Fishers Green, two on Feb 18th. 
Tyler's Common, two on Dec Qth. 

Amwell GP, two on Jan 24th. Hilfield Park Res, two on Jan 30th, Feb 4th and 
Feb 27th. Northaw Great Wood (1-2). 

Singles at seven sites in the first winter period and four sites in the second 
winter period. 

The only record was one at Crossness LNR on Jan 29th. 

Ashtead Common (2). Princes Coverts (1+). Richmond Park, records of two 
birds on six dates. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, singles on Mar 23rd (DTM) and Apr 16th (GR). 
Regent's Park, singles on Jan 23rd and Apr 4th (ARD). 


Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
Status: passage migrant and winter visitor in variable but increasing numbers. 


The highest counts again came from Rainham Marshes with a maximum of 
370 on Jan ‘1st at the high tide roost, higher than the maximum of 300 in 2005. 
The peak counts from Rainham and West Thurrock were made on different 
days and probably relate to the same wintering flock. 


Monthly maxima for the Lower Thames sites are shown in the following table 
and other records are summarised below. 
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diowiiwhe port Mint avA M Jd Sits WAtaes Set GO is Nt esau 


Barking O° 2 2 - - - - - 1 - 
Rainham Marshes 370 295 327 240 3 - lee kl 8) eh AN) Shi) 
West Thurrock 69 203 261 100 - - - - - 3 | 4) 2 
QEIl Bridge ey 40) 10) - - - - - - - - 
Swanscombe 94 - - 


Cornmill Meadows, two on July 26th. Dagenham, Fords, 57 on Nov 18th. 
Dagenham Chase, six on July 25th. Fairlop Waters, one on July 19th and Aug 
2nd. Ingrebourne Valley, seven on July 18th, one stayed until 25th. 

Rye Meads RSPB, ten on July 9th and five on Aug 13th. Tyttenhanger GP, 
one from Jan 21st-Feb 5th, two on Mar 25th, one on Apr 24th and three on 
June 25th. 

Staines Res, passage on seven dates from July 18th-Sept 11th, max 24 on 
Sept 11th. Stanwell Moor, 19 on July 10th, singles on July 23rd-24th, Aug 1st 
and 9th. Stoke Newington Res, one on Sept 8th. 

Crossness LNR, one on July 30th. Dartford Marsh, one on Jan 23rd. 
Thamesmead, one on Jan 30th and 78 on Feb 12th. 

Beddington SF, singles on July 9th and 19th-22nd, two on Aug 7th. London 
Wetland Centre, records on 16 dates, 24 on Apr 19th, 27 on July 18th, two on 
Nov 12th and three on Nov 17th. Walton Res, two on Aug 4th. 


Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers, scarce in winter. 


There were 36 records of 147 birds this year compared to 13 records of 27 in 
2005. Almost a third of these were in one flock of 50 at Rainham Marshes on 
Apr 23rd, proving how attractive this site has now become for- waders since 
its development as a nature reserve. Away from the river, passage was fairly 
low apart from at QEIl Res when 13 flew over on May 7th. Only eight birds 
were seen in the autumn, all at Rainham Marshes. 


Fishers Green, two on May ‘st (per JFk). KGV Res, one on Apr 29th (DBn), 
two on Apr 30th (PJV, DBn) and May 1st (AAB), three on May 3rd (CW). 
Rainham Marshes, spring passage between Mar 20th and May 17th, probably 
c/0 birds including 50 on Apr 23rd (PH); autumn records on five dates 
between Aug 2nd and Sept 13th, peak of three on Sept 13th (HV). 
Tyttenhanger GP, one on May ‘st (RFr, Gk). 

Staines Res, two NW on Apr 23rd (KLP), singles on Apr 29th (AVM et a/), May 
1st (REI, KLP) and May 7th (DCs). 

Queen Mother Res, six circled on Apr 24th and one on May ist (CDRH). 
Greenwich Peninsular Ecology Park, one on May 7th (RGn). Sevenoaks WR, 
one on May ‘st (RE). 

London Wetland Centre, one from Feb 5th-7th and again from 11th-15th (RK 
et al). QEII Res, one E on May 4th, two E and 11 N on May 7th (DM). Walton 
Res, singles on Apr 22nd and 27th; one on causeway and two flew through 
on May 1st (DMH). 
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Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Status: regular passage migrant. 


Spring passage started on Apr 1st with two at Rainham Marshes and 
continued until May 20th; the peak day was Apr 23rd when 14 birds were seen 
at eight sites. Autumn passage commenced on July 17th and lasted until Sept 
9th; the peak day was Aug 13th when seven birds were seen at four sites. 


Fairlop Waters, three on May 20th. Osier Marsh, one on Apr 23rd. Rainham 
Marshes, two on Apr 1st, up to six on 20 days between Apr 15th-May 13th; 
up to three on 14 dates between July 19th-Aug 12th; and two on Sept Qth. 
Walthamstow Res, one on Apr 23rd; two S on Aug 13th and two W on 20th. 
West Thurrock Marshes, four on Apr 22nd, six on 29th; two on May 6th; 
singles on Aug 13th and Sept 3rd. 

Amwell GP, singles on Apr 30th and May 3rd. Hilfield Park Res, two S on Apr 
13th and one on 23rd. Rye Meads RSPB, singles on Apr 23rd and Aug 13th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, singles on May 7th, 11th and 20th. 

Alexandra Park, one NE on May 9th. East India Dock Basin, one on Apr 27th. 
KGVI Res, one NW on Apr 16th. Staines Moor, one on May 2nd. Staines Res, 
two NW on May ‘st; singles over on July 17th and 27th. Tottenham Marsh, 
one on Sept 7th. Wormwood Scrubs, two E on May 7th. 

Queen Mother Res, singles on Apr 18th and 30th; two on May 2nd, one on 
6th, three on 8th, one on 16th; three on Aug 13th. 

Bexley Wood, one over on July 19th. Crossness LNR, one on May Ath. 
Swanscombe Marsh, one on July 22nd. 

Island Barn Res, one W on Aug 21st. London Wetland Centre, two on Apr 
19th, one on 23rd; singles on five days between May 3rd-10th. QEII Res, 1-3 
on seven days between Apr 21st-May 15th; six SW on July 22nd. Walton Res, 
singles on Apr 22nd (also seen at QEII Res), May 3rd and July 30th. Walton 
Res (Chelsea/Lambeth), one SW on May 8th. 

Battersea PS, three E on Apr 23rd (DMn). Regent’s Park, two singles N on 
May 10th (ARD). 


Curlew Numenius arquata 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant. 


There were some impressive counts at Thames-side sites this year, peaking 
at 38 at West Thurrock on Feb ‘st, up from 31 at the same site in December 
2005. Away from the river the highest count was eight over Brent Res on Oct 
8th, the same number as at Rickmansworth in 2005. 


Monthly maxima for some of the Lower Thames sites are shown in the 
following table and other counts summarised below. 


; Ji ioe (MER eA Mae J sAlrN Se On NS 1D 
Rainham Marshes ) 8 Shean ett’ 1 - 2, 34. 5 Toes Cinna 
2 24 2 


West Thurrock My BS PB) 1G 3 - - - | 
QEIl Bridge 2 6 4 { 2 3 ‘ 3 3 
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Dagenham, Fords, 1—6 on seven dates in Nov and Dec. Fishers Green, one 
on Apr 30th. Grange Waters, one on Sept 10th. Holyfield Lake, one S on Apr 
30th (also seen over Fishers Green). Hornchurch CP, one on June 27th. 
Hilfield Park Res, one over on Jan 29th, one WNW on Aug 173th. 
Rickmansworth, one SW on Aug 29th. Rye Meads RSPB, one on Apr 15th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, two on June 18th. 

Alexandra Park, one over on Apr 13th. Brent Res, eight on Oct 8th. Staines 
Moor, one on Feb ‘st. Staines Res, one NW on Apr 15th, one on Sept 10th. 
Stoke Newington, two over on Aug 29th. 

Queen Mother Res, singles on July 1st and Aug 5th. Wraysbury GP, one on 
July 15th. 

Dartford Marsh, two on Jan 23rd, singles on Nov 29th, Dec 13th and 15th. 
Beddington SF, singles on May 7th, June 20th and Sept 9th. Island Barn Res, 
singles on Mar 12th, Apr 3rd and 18th. London Wetland Centre, singles on 
Mar 30th, Apr 18th, 23rd, 29th, May 9th and June 14th; two on June 21st; 
singles on July 19th, Aug 5th-6th, Oct 30th and Dec 24th. QEIl Res, three W 
on Aug 5th. Richmond Park, one N on Apr 18th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one NE on Apr 23rd (DTM). 


Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
Status: scarce passage migrant. 


Continuing the recent run of poor years, there were just six birds at only two 
sites, compared to nine birds in 2005. However, an overwintering bird was 
notable. 


Rainham Marshes, singles on Aug 12th (HV), Sept 2nd (LH), 9th-10th (PH) 
and 16th (KWS). 

Tyttenhanger GP, singles from Jan 1st-Feb 7th (PCn, RFr, GK) and May 3rd 
(GK, VM). 


Redshank Tringa totanus 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant, localised breeder. 


Up to 38 territories were present this year (35 in 2005) although there were few 
signs of breeding success. The high tide roosts from West Thurrock are 
considerably higher than last year with a peak of 550 compared to 300 in 2005. 


Counts from the lower Thames are as listed in the following table, other 
notable counts are summarised below along with breeding records (numbers 
of pairs/territories in brackets). 


Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov’ Dec 


Essex Barking Bay/Creekmouth 48 112 37 Deno opeen 4 | 
Rainham Marshes NR EN) SE) YR 172 SE 
West Thurrock Marshes 0) GZ 46 178 292 
Dagenham, Fords - - 2330 
QEII Bridge [CS uae S 14 - - 


Kent Dartford Marsh 14 - - - - 20 
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Cornmill Meadows (1). Ingrebourne Valley (1). Rainham Marshes (17). 
Amwell GP (2, no young reared). Beech Farm GP (0—1). Coopers Green GP 
(1-2). Tyttenhanger GP (3-4, at least one young fledged). 

East India Dock Basin, 46 on Dec 20th. Kempton NR (1+). Staines Moor (1). 
Staines Res, max of 13 on Jan 5th. Stanwell Moor, up to six in June. 

Horton GP (1). 

Beddington SF (1). Island Barn Res, max 14 on Apr 3rd. London Wetland 
Centre (6, one brood but did not fledge). Walton Res (2, at least one juv 
seen), max 12 on Apr 9th and 12th. 


Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Status: common passage migrant, rare in winter. 


Spring passage started on Apr 16th at Molesey Heath and continued until 
June 7th with a maximum of six at Rainham Marshes on May 1st. Autumn 
passage commenced less than two weeks later at Beddington on June 20th 
and continued until October 28th with maximum count this year was ten at 
Rainham Marshes on Aug 16th, the same number and site as last year. An 
overwintering bird was seen at Tyttenhanger GP at both ends of the year. 


Maximum counts and sector summaries are given below. 


Cornmill Meadows, max five on Aug 26th. Rainham Marshes, monthly max of 
four on Apr 27th, six on May 1st, eight on July 26th, ten on Aug 16th, six on 
Sept 7th, and one in Oct. Elsewhere, counts of up to three at Bedfords Park, 
Fairlop Waters, Gunpowder Park, Ingrebourne Valley, KGV Res, 
Sewardstone Marsh, Walthamstow Res and Wm Girling Res. 

Tyttenhanger GP, the overwintering bird from 2005 remained until April, two 
on Apr 20th, four on May 1st and one on 12th; max of five on Aug 17th; one 
on Dec 10th. Elsewhere, between 1-3 at Amwell GP, Coopers Green GP, 
Hilfield Park Res and Rye Meads RSPB. 

Staines Res, up to four between May ‘1st-Sept 19th. Wormwood Scrubs, one 
NE on Aug 13th was a first site record. Elsewhere, counts of up to three at 
Brent Res, KGVI Res, Kempton NR, Ruislip Lido, Staines Moor and Stanwell 
Moor. 

Horton GP, one from Aug 17th-22nd. Queen Mother Res, singles on Aug 5th, - 
18th and Sept 13th. 

Beddington SF, 1-3 between May 24th-Sept 15th. London Wetland Centre, 
1-3 between Apr 23rd-Sept 4th. Elsewhere, singles at Island Barn Res, 
Molesey Heath and QEIll Res. 

Regent's Park, one over on Sept 2nd (ARD). 


Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
Status: widespread winter visitor and passage migrant, commonest in 
autumn. 


The highest counts this year came from Beddington SF and peaked at 46 on 
Aug 6th, much higher than last year’s peak of 29 at Rainham Marshes. 
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Unusually, the month with the fewest sightings this year was May, often one 
of the months with the highest counts for other passage waders. 


Maximum monthly counts at the most regular sites are listed in the following 
table; peak counts from other sites are listed below. 


Sele <A M ol} J A Se Oe Nene) 
Essex Cornmill Meadows : - - - - Snel (o) 9 7 - - - 
Fairlop Waters - - - 3 1 4 2 2 
Ingrebourne Valley 1 - 1 1 sro lA senlon: Ate? 1 : 
Rainham Marshes 1 1 1 2 1 26 9 3 2 3) 
Walthamstow Res 2 1 1 1 1 2 iy = 9 110) - 2 2 
Herts Amwell GP 1 7?) 1 - 2 6 3 - | - 
Beech Farm GP 1 1 3 1 1 2 2 | | 2 
Coopers Green GP - i - : - - 1 4 Sot | { 1 
Maple Lodge NR - - - - 1 2 2 3 2 - - - 
Rye Meads RSPB 5 2 6 3 - - Se Ail MiBee. 7 5 7 
Tyttenhanger GP 4 4 ) 9) 3 9 Gi = Ore BO 4 2 

Middx Stanwell Moor - 1 1 1 3 8 10 4 - 
Tottenham Marsh 1 1 1 1 | - . 2 1 | 

Kent  Crossness LNR 1 1 - 2 - 2 1 2 - 
Sevenoaks WR 1 - - 1 2. 2 - 1 - 
Surrey Beddington SF 6. A Hy 8) Or Scie MA ZA Me AG 
Island Barn Res 3 AN at 4 - - - 5 1 5 5 5 
L. Wetland Centre - - 1 1 | 1 4 1 1 - - 
Walton Res 1 1 2. 2 | - 2 4 4 4 2 2 


Sewardstone, four on Aug 12th. Orsett, three on Aug 21st. Wm Girling Res, 
17 on Sept 1st. 1-2 recorded at 13 other sites. 

Otterspool, three on Oct 8th. Panshanger Park, two on Sept 13th. Stanstead 
Abbotts GP, eight on Sept 24th. Singles at 14 other sites. 

Kempton NR, 20 on Sept 5th. 1—2 at six other sites. 

1—2 recorded at four sites. 

1—4 recorded at five sites 

Holmethorpe SP, max of three on Oct 14th. 1-2 at nine other sites. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one on Aug 17th (DTM). Regent’s Park, one E 
on July 13th (ARD). 


Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
Status: uncommon passage migrant. 


There were no spring records this year compared to two in 2005, and a total 
of about 24 autumn records compared to about 14 last year. The strong 
autumn passage peaked on Aug 19th when 10 were present at four sites 
including six at Rainham Marshes. 


Fairlop Waters, one on Aug 15th (AAB). Hall Marsh, one on Aug 17th (DSt). 
Rainham Marsh, one from July 22nd-Aug 1st (DBn et a/), up to three from Aug 
14th-Aug 25th (mo) with six on 19th (DMn) and one on Sept 2nd (HV). 
Walthamstow Res, one from Aug 18th-21st (DCn, PLt et a/). 

Amwell GP, singles on Aug 5th (BR, DJLg) and 13th (BR). Coopers Green 
GP, one from Aug 16th-20th (SHM et al). 

Bentley Priory, one on July 31st (HNHS). 
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Dartford Marsh, one on Sept 16th (per BG). 

Beddington SF, three from Aug 14th-16th, two until 19th (JPA ef a/), singles 
from 24th-26th (GDJM), 29th (MK), Sept 18th (JPA), 20th (NG) and 22nd- 
23rd (JPA, GDJM). 


Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
Status: common passage migrant and localised winter visitor. 


Wintering birds were reported at 15 sites, all along the Thames or close to 
major reservoirs; the maximum count was four at Walthamstow Res on Dec 
28th, the same number and site as in 2005. Spring passage was similar to last 
year with a maximum of eight at QEIl Res on May 15th compared to seven in 
2005. Autumn passage was noticeably higher than last year with a peak count 
of 30 at KGV Res in July and August compared to 26 at Staines Res in 2005. 


Monthly maxima at the most productive sites during migration are listed in the 
table below followed by all Inner London records. 


Apr May July Aug Sept 
5 


Essex KGV Res - 2 30 30 
Rainham Marshes . 3 16 13 5 
Walthamstow Res 3 3 27 13 5 
Wm Girling Res - - - 24 

Herts - Hilfield Park Res 3 7 10 5 4 
Tyttenhanger GP 2 2 + 7 - 

Middx Brent Res 7 4 5 7 7 
KGVI| Res 2 5 14 7 | 
Queen Mary Res 3 - - 8 4 
Staines Res 2 | 19 15 3 
Wraysbury Res 2 - : 10 6 

Bucks Queen Mother Res 2 4 4 15 9 

Surrey Beddington SF 5 3 6 11 3 
Island Barn Res 6 3 3 3 1 
London Wetland Centre 3 3 2 2 1 
QEI! Res 2 8 13 8 3 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, singles on July 6th (DTM) and 10th (DJs), two 


on 11th (DTM). Regent’s Park, singles on May 5th and 7th, July 5th-8th and 
August 22nd (ARD). 3 


Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
Status: passage migrant and localised winter visitor. 


The first winter period produced several records along the Lower Thames with 
a maximum of seven at Swanscombe Marsh on Jan 29th. Spring passage 
lasted for one month from Apr 25th to May 25th with a maximum total of 10 
on May 10th at two sites. Autumn passage commenced at Staines Res on 
July 19th and continued until Aug 27th witth a peak of five at Queen Mother 
Res on Aug 17th. In the second winter period there were one or two birds 
seen at Dagenham. 
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Broadfields Farm, Thames Chase, five on May 10th. Dagenham, Fords, one 
on Nov 4th and two on Dec 3rd. Hall Marsh, two on May 7th. KGV Res, two 
on May 7th, 11th and 12th, one on July 29th. QEIl Bridge, six on Jan 15th. 
Rainham Marshes, singles in Jan and Feb, five on May 7th and one on 21st. 
Walthamstow Res, one on Aug 13th. 

Tyttenhanger GP, one on July 30th. 

KGVI Res, two on Apr 25th, two on May 11th (also seen at Staines Res), 
three on 25th and one on July 28th. Staines Res, two on Apr 28th; 13 in May 
with a max of six on 11th; singles on July 19th and 24th-25th; two on Aug 3rd 
and one on 7th. Wraysbury Res, one on Aug 24th. 

Queen Mother Res, five on Aug 17th and three on 19th. 

Sevenoaks WR, five on May 10th. Swanscombe Marsh, seven on Jan 29th. 
QEIl Res, singles on May 7th, Aug 5th and 27th. Walton Res, one on Aug 
10th. 


Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicaria 
Status: rare visitor, normally in late autumn and winter. 


West Thurrock Marshes, a 1st-winter on Nov 28th (DMn), a different 1st- 
winter from Dec 5th-9th (DMn et a/), with two together on 7th (RBs). 


The records all presumably relate to two individuals, which were possibly both 
present at West Thurrock from Dec 5th-9th, although they were only recorded 
together on the one occasion. 


Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 
Status: regular but scarce autumn migrant; rare in other seasons. 


Queen Mary Res, a dark-morph, presumed juvenile, was seen harassing gulls 
for seven minutes on the evening of Dec 17th (REI). 


Another poor year for this species with just a single record. 


Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus 
Status: rare autumn migrant. 


Queen Mother Res, a dark-morph juvenile between Sept 9th and 17th (CDRH 
et al). 


The first since the Staines Res bird of September 2004 and with nine days 
presence, London’s longest stayer. 


Skua sp. Stercorarius spp. 
Queen Mary Res, one present for 50 minutes on Oct 20th was considered, by 
the observer, to have been a Great Skua (DJM). 
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Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 
Status: regular winter visitor and passage migrant. 


The table below gives the minimum total of individual birds on a monthly basis 
at the main sites. Under each county a combined total of birds seen away 
from these sites is provided under ‘Other Sites’ (the number of such sites in 
each county is given in brackets). 


Sites _ Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Essex Rainham Marshes - 2 1 - - - - - - - 1 1 
Walthamstow Res | 1 | - - - - - - - - - 
Other Sites (7) 4 2 - - 1 : - a ml | 2 
Herts Amwell GP 2 1 - - - - - - - - 1 1 
Hilfield Park Res 2 3 1 - - - - 1 4 1 1 4 
Other Sites (4) 1 | - - - - | - 2 . - 1 
Middx. Staines Res - | | 72 3 | - - 1 
Other Sites (10) 3 3 2 - | - - - | 3 3 5 
Bucks Queen Mother Res 1 2 1 1 - 3 3 1 - 1 - 4 
Surrey Beddington SF D> oO 3 - | - 1 | =5 gael 1 2 
QEll Res 2 1 - - - 1 2 - - - Th eee? 
Other Sites (4) | | 3 - - - - - - . - 1 
Totals I} 2 4! 2 4 a el 3 Shine Uff O24 


The above table shows the main peak to be between January and March 
during the first winter period, with relatively few spring birds during April and 
May. Another minor peak is detectable in July before numbers drop a little 
then rise again in December. 


Hyde Park, a colour-ringed 1st-summer moulting to 2nd-winter bird was 
present on July 4th and constituted the first record for the Hyde 
Park/Kensington Gdns recording area (DTM). Regent's Park, a juvenile on 
July 29th (ARD). 


Laughing Gull Larus atricilla 
Status: rare vagrant 


Hilfield Park Res, a 2nd-winter bird on Sept 19th-20th (SHM). Amwell GP, an 
adult on Nov 26th-27th (BR et a/). 


The first and, amazingly, second records for the London recording area. Both 
were seen by relatively few birders with the Hilfield Park bird seen at roost on 
two consecutive evenings and the Amwell GP individual being relocated 
leaving the roost at first light on Nov 27th having been found the previous 
evening. A full account of the Hilfield Park Res bird can be found on page 198. 
Both records accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee. 


Little Gull Larus minutus 
Status: regular passage migrant, occasional in summer and winter. 


A better first winter period showing than 2005 with the first at Sevenoaks WR 
on JANUARY 7th. Other January records were singles on the Thames at 
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Greenwich on 24th and at Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross, on 30th. The Maple 
Cross bird was again logged on FEBRUARY 2nd and 4th before further birds 
turned up at Valentines Park, on 5th and Holyfield Hall Farm on 18th-19th. 
The 22nd produced a flock of nine over Queen Mother Res and the last of the 
month was a single over the Wetland Centre on 26th. Although numbers 
weren't as strong in MARCH as they had beén in the same month in 2005, six 
sites still managed to log birds (all singles unless otherwise stated): Elthorne 
Park, Hanwell, on 3rd (an unusual site record); Troy Mill GP on 18th; five at 
Hilfield Park Res on 25th; four at Broadwater Lake and two at Staines Res on 
29th; Holmethorpe SP on 31st. 


Birds were reported on all but seven dates in APRIL with the first of the month 
noted at four sites on the 1st, including two birds each at Broadwater Lake 
and Staines Res. The 2nd saw two still at Staines Res and a single at 
Holmethorpe SP. The Staines two were still in situ on the 3rd as was the 
Holmethorpe bird, with an additional single at Rainham Marshes. By the 4th 
the number of birds at Staines Res had increased to three and there was a 
single at Queen Mother Res. No reports were received for the 5th and the only 
records between 6th and 11th all came from Staines Res with maxima of five 
on both 6th and 9th. Staines Res continued to report small numbers 
throughout the month with six on 13th and 14th, nine on 21st and 12 on 22nd. 
From the 12th onwards eight sites reported single birds, the exceptions (apart 
from Staines Res) being; four at Horton GP on 12th, two at Island Barn Res 
on 17th rising to three there on 18th, 12 at KGVI Res on 21st and six at West 
Thurrock Marshes on 29th. 


MAY produced reports from six sites on seven dates with the most significant 
count being eight at QEII Res on 21st. Other records were of four at Staines 
Res on 1st, singles at Banbury Res and Island Barn Res on 2nd, two at KGV 
Res on 4th (with one there on 7th), two at Walton Res on 8th and a single at 
Staines Res on Qth. 


JUNE records were meagre with three sites reporting birds, ali singles: 
London Wetland Centre on 4th, Staines Res on 16th and 18th, Horton GP on 
17th and the Wetland Centre again on 25th. JULY saw only one bird — at QEIl 
Res on 17th.The only AUGUST records came from Hilfield Park Res where a 
_ single bird was present on 27th and 28th. 


SEPTEMBER sightings mainly came from Staines Res where birds were 
recorded between 9th and 13th peaking at three on both 10th and 13th. The 
only other sites that reported birds during the month were Hilfield Park Res 
with a single on 9th and Wm Girling Res with two on 13th. OCTOBER could 
only be described as grim in terms of the number of reports received; these 
amounted to two birds at Walthamstow Res on 10th and a single at Queen 
Mother Res on 16th. 


Two sites reported singles in NOVEMBER: Staines Res on 7th and Springwell 
Lake on 18th. DECEMBER records came from four locations starting with a 
single at Hilfield Park Res on 26th and followed on 27th by a single at Brent 
Res and two at Island Barn Res. Holmethorpe SP reported one on 30th as did 
Hilfield Park Res on 31st. 
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Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
Status: very common winter visitor and passage migrant, occasional breeder. 


The Staines Res breeding colony numbered 45 incubating adults on May 11th 
(54 nests in 2005 and 2004) with 36 chicks counted on June 16th (the first of 
which was noted on May 27th). In the summary below, peak counts of 1,500 
Or more are given, together with the highest counts in Inner London. 


Nazeing GP, 5,380 on Jan 9th. Rainham Marshes, 2,735 on Jan 15th and 
2,500 on Mar 14th. 

Amwell GP, 3,000 on Nov 25th and 2,500 on Dec 24th. Hilfield Park Res, 
2,500 on Aug 19th, 10,000+ on Sept 21st and 9,000 on Oct 7th. 

Brent Res, 1,500 on Aug 2nd. 

Barnes (R. Thames), 3,000 on Jan 15th, 2,720 on Feb 5th and 2,680 on Mar 
12th. Beddington SF, 2,360 on Oct 30th, 8,000 on Nov 21st and 6,497 on Dec 
28th. London Wetland Centre, 1,500 flew WNW on Mar 12th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 555 on Mar 1st. Regent's Park, 300+ on Feb 
1st. St James's Park, 600 on Feb 21st. 


Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 
Status: rare visitor. 


Woolwich Ferry, an adult on Nov ist (RL). 

Isle of Dogs, the regular adult was reported from Jan 22nd to Mar 4th and again 
from July 23rd to Dec 26th (NT ef a/). Leamouth, an adult on Jan 7th (CDn). 
Greenwich (R. Thames), an adult on Jan 22nd and 24th (per BG). 


All of the above records are considered to relate to the same adult bird first 
found back in November 1996 at the Thames at Charlton. Since then the Isle 
of Dogs site has become the most reliable spot to see this bird from where it 
is regularly reported by one diligent observer. 


Unfortunately a number of records from other sites were lost this year due to 
lack of supporting details. Observers are reminded that Ring-billed Gull is still 
a relatively rare bird in southeast England and that all claims, with the 
exception of the Isle of Dogs bird, need to be backed up with a description. 


Common Gull Larus canus 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant. 


Rather fewer roost counts were received this year compared to 2005 and 
significantly less well reported from Rainham Marshes. This winter visitor 
often gathers in quite large numbers on playing fields and other open areas 
with short grass to feed and loaf. The highest counts for those sites with 100 
or more birds are given, along with counts of ten or more in Inner London. 


Nazeing GP, 250 on Jan 9th. Rainham Marshes, 107 on Jan 15th. Roding 
Valley Meadows, 100 on Mar 19th. Walthamstow Res, 241 on Feb 11th and 
110 on Mar 12th. 
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Herts Amwell GP, 230 on Jan 22nd, 500 on Dec 10th and 24th. Beech Farm GP, 
150 on Jan 22nd. Brookmans Park, 141 on Jan 1st and 105 on Feb 13th. 
Coopers Green GP, 150 on Jan 22nd. Gobions Wood, 105 on Feb 13th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, 120 on Feb 25th, 100 on Mar 4th, 176 on Mar 18th and 130 
on Mar 19th. Waterend, 141 on Jan 1st. 

Middx Brent Res, 256 on Jan 14th, 190 on Feb 25th and 187 on Dec 2nd. Lake 
Farm, 156 on Jan 20th, 109 on Feb 14th and 120 on Mar 5th. Queen Mary 
Res, c10,000 on Dec 9th. Totteridge Valley, 280 on Mar 19th. 

Kent Greatness Pits, Sevenoaks, 250 on Feb 3rd. 

Surrey Claygate Green, 100 on Jan 8th. London Wetland Centre, 137 on Feb 12th. 
Walton Res, 137 on Feb 8th, 220 on Nov 8th and 180 on Dec 16th. 

In Lond Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 58 on Jan 19th, 72 on Feb ist, 83 on Mar 
11th, 11 on Oct 30th, 45 on Nov 5th and 61 on Dec 8th. Victoria Park, 12 on 
Jan 26th. 


0591 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 
Status: common, most regular in autumn and winter; breeds in small but 
increasing numbers. 


All proved or possible breeding records are shown below. 


Essex Harlow, 20 pairs during breeding season. Highams Park Lake, 15 pairs during 
breeding season. Walthamstow Res, 29 pairs during breeding season with 74 
adults accompanied by 11 chicks on June 4th. 

Herts | Cassiobury Park, two adults accompanied by a single juvenile on Aug 4th. 
Watford, several pairs summered and bred on local rooftops. 

Middx Brent Res, one pair made two nesting attempts and produced three young. 
Staples Corner, bred, 11 juveniles seen. Stoke Newington Res, a pair with 
two young in June. 

Surrey Island Barn Res, a pair displaying on May 25th. 

. In Lond Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, small numbers thought to be breeding on local 

rooftops outside the parks. Paddington Green, one pair in the area during 

breeding season. Regent's Park, small numbers thought to be breeding on 
local rooftops outside the park. 


Rather under-reported this year in terms of counts as can be seen from the 
table below which give a selection of the largest counts over 100. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Essex Rainham Marshes 404 - 


176 


Herts _Hilfield Park Res - 130 a She) 9 S60 
Surrey Island Barn Res 290 - - - - 131 
0592.02 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 


Status: regular late summer and autumn visitor, widely reported in smaller 
numbers at other times of year. 


The following table shows monthly maxima for all those sites where counts of 
five or more birds were noted during the year. 
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JE aes LAME BA M J) dl] A Svc) (Oo NeRD 
Queen Mother Res 3 - 2 1 Aiasi21: 23 50 ee 5b 7f 2 5 
Rainham Marshes _ 3 2 - 3 1 Ae 12 eal etl 3 oe 
KGVI Res - . - - = ho OZ 1 (365 732 1 - 
Queen Mary Res ohn 2 - 1 - - : 6” 20a 8 
Beddington SF 3 2 3 1 2S 2 1 AP 1-0) kD 2 
Island Barn Res - 6 1 - . . 1 - - 3 


All Inner London records are detailed below. 


Blackfriars Bridge, at least five on June 19th, two on Aug 22nd. Hyde 
Park/Kensington Gdns, single bird/s noted on 23 dates with two present on 
Mar 13th, 18th, 24th, 27th, 30th and July 30th. Paddington Green, one on July 
15th. Regent's Park, singles on Jan 17th, July 17th, 30th and Aug 1st. Surrey 
Docks, one on the Thames foreshore on May 7th. Tate Modern, one on July 
28th. 


Considerable interest was generated by a very streaky-headed adult at 
Kensington Gdns which was well twitched from October onwards (paper in 
prep). The subspecific identification of the bird veered from atlantis Yellow- 
legged Gull to a michahellis showing unusual variability. Consensus opinion 
was that the bird most likely originated from west coast of the Iberian 
Peninsula rather than being assignable to the Azorean form. 


Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans 
Status: rare visitor. 


This species, formerly a race of Herring Gull, has now been given full specific 
status by the BOU. Previously all records were published regardless of 
whether descriptions were provided or not. As it has now become apparent 
that some (many?) of these records are not actually Caspian Gulls, the 
Records Committee will now be reviewing all published records and all future 
records. This is So we can establish this species’ true status in our area and 
monitor it in future years. Therefore no records are being published this year 
while a sub-committee reviews all the records. If you believe you have 
genuine records of Caspian Gull please submit a full description, preferably 
with photographs, to Richard Bonser (details on Page 5). We would 
appreciate if observers could submit descriptions of all previous Caspian ~ 
Gulls. To help observers correctly identify Caspian Gull in the future we have 
published an identification paper in this LBR. 


Herring Gull Larus argentatus 
Status: common, most regular in winter; breeds in small numbers. 


Once again woefully under-reported as a breeding species. Observers are 
urged to report all sightings of adults in likely nesting areas during the 
breeding season. Relatively few counts received this year. 


Dagenham, one pair at Fords during breeding season. Harlow, two pairs 
summered/bred. Walthamstow Res, eight pairs during breeding season. 
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Cassiobury Park, two adults accompanied by two juveniles on Aug 22nd may 
have indicated local breeding. Watford, present during breeding season. 
Brent Res, one pair bred and two chicks hatched on June 24th. Staples 
Corner, bred, three juveniles seen. 

London Wetland Centre, an adult and second-year bird were seen copulating 
on Apr 13th. 

Fisherton Street Estate NW8, three pairs bred at local colony with first chick 
seen on June 6th. Paddington Railway Station, three broods. Regent’s Park, 
small numbers during breeding season. 


A selection of the largest counts in autumn and winter is shown below. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Essex Rainham Marshes 226 - - : = : : 3 


Herts __ Hilfield Park Res =O : - - 134 - 119 

Kent Greatness Pits - 600 350 190 600 

Surrey Beddington SF - - - 623 2260 8105 3700 7250 
Island Barn Res 1572" 100m M01 - 522 106 1034 4400 
QEIl Res 530 - - - - - 1030 660 


Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, max 45 on Nov 12th. Paddington Green, 107 
flew NE at dusk on Mar 6th. Regent's Park, 215 on Mar 8th. 


Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 
Status: scarce winter visitor, more regular in cold weather. 


2005 correction 
London Wetland Centre, the record of one on Nov Qth is no longer considered 
acceptable and should be deleted. : 


Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 
Status: scarce winter visitor, more regular in cold weather. 


Queen Mother Res, a 1st-winter on Dec 26th (CDRH). 


‘Beddington SF, a 1st-winter on Dec 15th, 16th and 25th (GDJM). QEIl Res, a 


1st-winter in the roost on Dec 16th was considered to be the Beddington SF 
bird (DMH, SJS). 


Probably just two birds this year, unlike Iceland Gull which didn’t put in an 
appearance at all. 


Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 
Status: fairly common winter visitor in small numbers, less common at other 
seasons. 


Less well reported than in 2005 with nothing like the same numbers reported 
this year. Peak counts and Inner London records given below. 


Rainham Marshes, 30 on Jan 15th, 219 on Dec 17th. 
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Amwell GP, 20 on Jan 21st and Dec 17th. 

Staines Res, 135 on Nov 26th. 

Queen Mother Res, 229 on Jan 2nd, 76 on Nov 28th, 155 on Dec 25th. 
Greatness Pits, Sevenoaks, 25 on Feb 3rd. R. Darent, Otford Road, 45 on Dec 30th. 
Beddington SF, 100 on four dates in June, 75 on Dec 28th. Island Barn Res, 
20 on Nov 16th. London Wetland Centre, 15 on Apr 14th. QEIl Res, 11 on 
Dec 24th. Walton Res, 101 on Jan 14th. 

Blackfriars Bridge, 11 between Blackfriars Bridge and Lotts Road, Chelsea, 
on Apr 23rd. Hyde Park, a 4th-summer type on Mar 27th. Regent's Park, 
singles on Mar 30th, Apr 7th and Sept 18th with two on July 20th. Surrey 
Docks, six at the Thames on Jan 30th and eight there on Apr 18th. 


Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 
Status: regular, but scarce, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Approximately 15 birds for the year, considerably down on the 125 birds seen 
in 2005. 


Rainham Marshes, an adult on Dec 3rd and 7th. West Thurrock Marshes, one 
on Dec Qth. 

Hilfield Park Res, one on Oct 24th. 

Staines Res, an adult on Apr 25th and 26th. 

Queen Mother Res, single adults on Apr 3rd, May 14th and Dec 17th with two 
adults present on Apr 30th and June 4th. 

Island Barn Res, an adult on Apr 13th. 

Blackfriars Bridge, an adult flew upriver at 13.12 on May 15th (REI). Regent's 
Park, singles on Apr 23rd and Nov 3rd (ARD). 


Little Tern Sternula albifrons 
Status: uncommon, but annual, passage migrant. 


Banbury Res, one on Aug 13th (PLt). KGV Res, two on May 7th with one 
remaining until 8th (AAB et a/). Walthamstow Res, one on July 9th (per JFk). 
Queen Mother Res, one on Aug 27th (CDRH). | 
Beddington SF, one on May 1st (GDJM). QEIl Res, singles on Apr 20th and 

May 2nd (DMH). 


Just eight birds reported this year, less than half the total of 17 in 2005. Most 
sightings were fairly brief apart from at KGV Res, where two were present for 
most of the day on May 7th with one still there the following day. 


Black Tern Chlidonias niger 
Status: regular, often common, spring and autumn passage migrant, 
occasional in summer. 


There were about 239 birds seen this year compared to 192 in 2005. 
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The first of the year was at KGV Res on APRIL 16th, followed by three at the 
same site on 21st when there were also five at Staines Res. On 22nd, two 
remained at Staines and two were seen at Hampermill, Watford. There was a 
gap of 12 days until the next ones occurred on MAY 4th when 11 where at 
KGV Res and four were at Staines Res. Singles were at Hilfield Park Res on 
7th and at Amwell and Staines Res on 8th. Five were at Walton Res/QEIl Res 
on May 11th with one remaining until 12th when there were also two at 
Staines Res. The final one of spring was at Rainham Marshes on 13th. 


There were two JUNE records: singles at KGV Res on 8th and Rainham 
Marshes on 19th. The first juvenile was at QEII Res on JULY 9th. Also this 
month there were two at Crossness on 13th, six at QEII Res on 26th and one 
at KGV Res on 28th. 


Numbers increased in AUGUST starting with one at Staines Res on 8th, 
followed by another one there on 13th and two more at Crossness. At Queen 
Mother Res, two arrived on 18th and were joined by another the following day 
and remained until 21st with a few other records later in the month. 
Elsewhere, up to three were seen at Fishers Green, KGV Res, Staines Res 
and Walthamstow Res during the rest of the month. 


Most sightings occurred in SEPTEMBER with records from 12 sites. There 
were two at Tilbury Docks on 1st then none until the 9th when there were 33 
at QEII Res, four at Queen Mother Res and one at KGVI Res. This influx 
continued over the next few days with three at both Brent Res and Ruislip Lido 
as well as one at Staines Res on 10th; 36 at KGV Res and seven at Queen 
Mother Res on 11th; nine at Hilfield Park Res and at Queen Mary Res on 
12th; seven at QEIl Res on 13th; 14 at Holyfield Lake and 11 at Queen Mary 
on 14th. After a break of eight days with no records, smaller numbers were 
seen until the end of the month with a maximum count of five at Queen Mary 
Res on 23rd. The only OCTOBER record was of two at KGV Res on 3rd. 


White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Wm Girling Res, a juvenile on Sept 23rd (PJV et a/). 


Present with three Black Terns, this was the 32nd record for London. 


Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 
Status: uncommon passage migrant, often in flocks. 


KGV Res, two on Mar 25th (also at Wm Girling Res) and Apr 29th. Rainham 
Marshes NR, one on Apr 16th. West Thurrock Marshes, singles on June 10th 
and 23rd. 

Rye Meads RSPB, one on Aug 6th. 

Brent Res, one on Sept 13th. Bushy Park, one on Aug 17th. KGVI Res, two 
on July 2nd and Sept 10th and three on 24th. Staines Res, one on May 4th 
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and two on Sept 10th (same as KGVI). Stoke Newington Res, four on Sept 
3rd. 

Queen Mother Res, one on Apr 2nd, two on May 29th, one on Aug 27th-28th 
and three on Sept 24th (same as KGVI Res). 

Swanscombe Marsh, five on July 22nd and one on Aug 3rd. 

London Wetland Centre, three on Apr 26th and one on June 4th. QEII Res, 
singles on May 2nd, 5th and Sept 10th. 


Just 41 birds reported this year, the lowest total since 30 in 1988. There were 
13 in spring, three in Summer and 25 in autumn. 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
Status: common summer visitor and passage migrant, increasing as a 
breeding species. 


About 239 pairs nested this year compared to 255 in 2005. Among the larger 
colonies, there were increases at Rye Meads (up from 39) and Walthamstow 
(up from 26), Staines was largely unchanged (c37 in 2005) and there was a 
small decrease at Brent Res (down from 41) where breeding Lesser Black- 
backed Gulls were seen predating tern chicks. The Amwell colony failed to 
breed (17 pairs in 2005) as their rafts were taken over by young Cormorants. 


Total pairs at each site are given below (the number of pairs in brackets). 
Following this a summary of both spring and autumn migration is given, and 
also all Inner London records. 


Ingrebourne Valley (2). Nags Head Fishing Lakes (2). Walthamstow Res (40). 
Cheshunt GP (15). Hilfield Park Res (7). Rye Meads RSPB (48, 78 young 
fledged). Stocker’s Lake (7). 

Bedfont Lakes CP (8, 16 young raised). Brent Res (36). East India Dock Basin 
(5). Staines Res (c35). 

Thorney Country Park (10). 

London Wetland Centre (8). QEII Res (15). 


The first to arrive was one which flew past the Wetland Centre on MARCH 
25th, two days later than last year. There were records from four other sites 
this month. Migrants appeared more widely in the first week of APRIL although 
they were mainly noted at nesting sites. Numbers were generally fairly small 
with the first double figure counts not noted until the 15th when there were 19 
at Staines Res, 14 at Tyttenhanger GP and 12 at Island Barn Res. Numbers 
began to increase from then on with 41 at Island Barn on 18th with 51 there 
two days later and 57 on 30th. Elsewhere there were 44 at Hilfield Park Res 
on 27th and 70 at Staines Res on 28th. In MAY the only large counts were from 
breeding colonies with 50 at Cheshunt GP on 6th, 62 at Walthamstow Res on 
14th, 60 at Amwell GP on 15th and 23rd, and 81 at Staines on 29th. 

A large count of 130 at Rye Meads RSPB on JULY 14th would have mosily 
been locally breeding birds as was 75 at Walthamstow Res on 16th. On 
AUGUST 3rd there were 30 at Queen Mother Res which increased to 65 on 
12th, 84 on 14th and 101 on 16th. Elsewhere there were few signs of migrants 
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until 76 flew along the Thames past East India Dock Basin on SEPTEMBER 
3rd. Birds were still fairly widespread throughout the month but rarely getting 
into double figures. There were two OCTOBER records: one at KGVI Res on 
7th and two at Walthamstow Res on 12th. 


Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns (a pair mating on raft), up to four between Apr- 
July. Paddington Basin, two on June 7th. Paddington Green, two on May 2nd. 
Regent's Park, up to three between Apr-July. Surrey Docks (1), four on May 7th. 


Roseate Tern 7 Sterna dougallii 
Status: rare passage migrant. 


East India Dock Basin, one from 12.30—15.15 on May 16th (RH et a/). 


The 21st record (31st bird) for London and this is the second record from this 
Thames-side site following the two that were present there on May 14th 2002. 
Unusually for a species that is declining in the UK, it is actually being seen 
more often in London — of the 21 records, six have been since 2000. 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 
Status: regular spring and autumn passage migrant, occasionally in large 
flocks. 


There was a very strong spring passage that began on Apr 11th at Island Barn 
Res. By the time the last one had flown through the area on May 30th there 


Arctic Terns in Spring 2006 
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had been a maximum of 550 birds, the largest ever spring passage in London, 
beating the 504 in 1998. By contrast there were just 45 in autumn. 


Creekmouth, one on May 7th. Dagenham Chase, one from Oct 4th-10th. 
Fairlop Waters, one from Sept 24th-Oct 2nd. Gunpowder Park, two on Apr 
30th. KGV Res, 60+ on Apr 23rd, 70 on 29th, 68 on 30th; 15 on May 1st and 
one on Aug 15th. Netherhall GP, 12 on Apr 29th and one on Sept 16th. 
Rainham Marshes NR, three on May ‘st, six on 7th and 20 on Sept 16th. 
Walthamstow Res, one on Sept 8th. 

Amwell GP, two on Apr 23rd, one on 28th and six on 29th. Cheshunt GP, at 
least two on Apr 30th. Hilfield Park Res, 12 on Apr 23rd, one on 24th, two on 
28th and six on 30th; one juvenile from Sept 30th-Oct 9th. 

Ruislip Lido, one on Aug 10th and 13th. Staines Res, 28 on Apr 23rd, one on 
24th, 14 on 28th, eight on 29th, 62 on 30th; 31 on May 1st, one on 2nd; two 
on Aug 10th and one on Sept 11th. Wraysbury Res, one on Aug 24th. 
Horton GP, one on May 23rd. Queen Mother Res, one on Apr 24th, 34 on 
30th; seven on May ‘st, two on 14th and 15th; four on Aug 3rd, one from 10th- 
14th with a second bird from 12th-15th, one on 24th; and singles on Sept 12th 
and Oct 2nd. 

Crossness, one on Aug 13th. 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 25th, four on May 30th and one on Aug 2nd. 
Island Barn Res, four on Apr 11th, singles on 12th, 13th, 15th, 19th, 24th, two 
on 25th, seven on 30th; three on May 2nd. London Wetland Centre, nine on 
Apr 19th, one on 20th; two on May ‘st; two on Aug’5th and 6th. QEII Res, six 
on Apr 23rd, seven on 29th and one on Aug 4th. Walton Res, three on Apr 
29th, 16 on 30th; three on May 1st, 16 on 4th and two on 6th. 

Regent's Park, one NE at 06.50 on Apr 24th (ARD). 


Feral Rock Dove Columbia livia 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


Maximum counts over 200 are given below; there were no large breeding 
concentrations reported this year. 


Barking, 280. Barking Abbey, 290. Barking Park, 430. Brentwood, 200. East 
Ham, 300. Grays, 200. Ilford, 220. Rainham Marshes NR, 250. Romford, 350. 
Valentines Park, 530. 

Brookmans Park, c200. Hilfield Park Res, 300. Tyttenhanger GP, c1,250. 
Lake Farm, 227. 

Forestdale, Croydon, 524 flew over. 

Green Park, c250 on Oct 26th. St James’s Park, c250 on Sept 10th. 


Rarely reported from Inner London where it is still present but not in the vast 
flocks that could once be found. The flock of c1,250 at Tyttenhanger feeding 
on a Cut maize field was the largest reported since 2002 when c1800 were in 
Trafalgar Square. 
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Stock Dove Columba oenas 
Status: breeding resident and passage migrant. 


Counts of breeding pairs above two (number of pairs/territories shown in 
brackets), as well peak counts of 50 or more are given. 


Bedfords Park (5). Boyles Court Farm (3). Dagenham, Fords, 72 on Dec 7th. 
Gilbert Slade (3). Ingrebourne Valley (5), 50 on Dec 7th. Mollands Lane GPs, 
60 on Oct 15th. Orsett Fen, 70 on Apr 12th. Purfleet, 80 flew S on Nov 2nd. 
Rainham Marshes NR (3), 100 on Oct 8th. Walthamstow Res (3). Wanstead 
Park (22). Watts Wood, Purfleet (3). Weald Park (7). 

Brookmans Park, c60 on Oct 7th. Frogmore GP, c50 on Feb 17th. 
Langleybury (2-3). Letchmore Heath (5+). Lynsters Farm 218 on Jan 13th. 
North Mymms Park, c150 on Feb 5th. Otterspool (2-3). Panshanger Park, 
80+ on Sept 12th. Potters Crouch, 200 on Mar 23rd. Rye Meads RSPB (11). 
Tyttenhanger GP, 65+ on Oct 15th. Verulamium Park, St Albans (2+). 
Waterend, 60 on Oct 7th. West Hyde Fields, 447 on Oct 21st. Woodoaks 
Farm, Maple Cross, c100 on Jan 30th. 

Abney Park Cemetery (5). Alexandra Park (3). Brent Res (3). Bushy Park 
(3—5 in census area). Fernyhill Farm, 75 on Feb 11th. Ruislip Woods (11). 
Woodlands Park GP, 80+ on Dec 13th. 

Cannon Hill Common (3). Richmond Park (20+). Trevereux area (9). Walton 
Res, 80 on Feb 25th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, max of 25 on Apr 24th. Paddington Green, four 
flew S on Nov 2nd. Regent's Park (18+), 45 on Nov 1st. St James’s Park, two 
on Feb 15th. Surrey Docks, one flew N on Jan 30th. 


The late autumn passage was almost non-existent compared to last year 
apart from 80 flying over Purfleet on Nov 2nd. The huge count of 447 at West 
Hyde Fields in October was the largest number in recent years. 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 
Status: abundant breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Large counts at the beginning of the year included 1,000 in Aldenham on Jan 
1st, c700 at Stapleford Tawney on Jan 17th, 1,600 at Coopers Green on Feb 
Sth, 797 at Prae Wood on Feb 11th, 800 at Trevereux area on Mar 1st, 500+ 
at Jersey Farm on Mar 4th, 500+ at North Mymms Park on Apr ‘1st. No counts 
exceeded 500 at the end of the year other than flocks flying over. 


Details of the late autumn movements over the region are. given below, 
summarising the days when over 1,000 birds were seen. The passage started 
much earlier than usual with 554 over Chafford Hundred on Sept 27th and 
finished late with 610 over the Wetland Centre on Nov 30th. The combined 
count of 36,065 on Oct 29th is the highest daily total recorded in London. 
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Date No of sites Total count Details of highest count 

Oct 25 6 7855 3200 over Rainham Marshes NR 

Oct 27 10) 23,857 16,000 S over the Wetland Centre 

Oct 29 9 36,065 16,700 S over the Wetland Centre 

Oct 30 9 19,043 11,700 S over the Wetland Centre 

Nov 1 5 10,050 3900 S over Ingrebourne Valley 

Nov 2 6 3490 1500 over Wormwood Scrubs 

Nov 5 3 1583 1300 over the Wetland Centre 

Nov 10 1 3480 3480 over the Wetland Centre 

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 


Status: common breeding resident, scarce in central London. 


Records given below are the largest counts (above 30) and reports of 
breeding (number of pairs or territories in brackets where three or more). 


Bedfords Park (3). Dagenham, Fords (4). Grange Waters, 36 on Oct 15th. 
Harold Hill (4). Mayesbrook Park, 70 on Jan 24th. Rainham Marshes NR (3). 
Weald Park (4). 

Blackbirds Farm, 80 on Aug 30th. Seventy Acres Lake, 30 on Dec 31st. Rye 
Meads RSPB (5). Tyttenhanger GP, 57 on a 23rd. Woodoaks Farm, Maple 
Cross, 160 on Oct 11th. 

Sutton at Hone, 40 on Aug 18th. 
Chessington, 49 going to roost on Oct 21st. Molesey Heath (4). worsestey 
Park, 50 on Oct 21st. 

Kensington Gdns, singles on Feb 9th, Aug 17th and Sept 26th. Paddington 
Green, one on Oct 8th. Regent’s Park, recorded on eight dates in spring with 
a maximum of three on May 12th; one on Oct 12th. 


This remains a very under-recorded species with only seven sites reporting at 
least three breeding pairs/territories. Although it was recorded from more sites 
in Inner London than previous years, Collared Doves seem unable to colonise 
this area. 


Turtle Dove . Streptopelia turtur 
Status: localised breeding summer resident and scarce passage migrant. 


All possible breeding records are given (with the number of pairs or singing 
males given in brackets) as well as a summary of other sightings. 


Bush Farm, Corbets Tey (1). Ingrebourne Valley (1). Little Warley Common 
(2). Navestock (1). Netherhall GP (1). Orsett Fen (1). Stubbers OPC (1). 
Warlies Estate, Upshire (1). Also recorded at Fairlop Waters, where three flew 
over on May 10th, Rainham Marshes NR, Stanford Rivers and Thorndon Park. 
Amwell GP (1). Rye Meads RSPB (1). Also recorded at Beech Farm GP, 
Frogmore GP and Maple Cross. 

Bushy Park, one on May 29th. East India Dock Basin, two W on May Qth. 
Stanwell Moor, one on May 28th. Tottenham Marsh, singles flew N on Apr 
29th and May 4th. Wormwood Scrubs, one on Aug 26th. 
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Queen Mother Res, one on Aug 28th. 

Crossness LNR, three on May 13th.. 

Beddington SF, singles on May 3rd and Aug 23rd. London Wetland Centre, 
three N on May 15th. South Norwood CP, one on May 9th. Trevereux area 
(1). Walton Heath, one N on May 14th. 

Battersea PS, one SW on May 13th (DMn). Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one 
SW on Sept 12th (DTM). Regent's Park, one on Sept 16th (ARD). 


A continuing decline with just 12 territories recorded compared to 22 in 2005. 


Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 
Status: naturalised breeding resident, increasing in range and numbers. 


The following includes all breeding records (number of pairs in brackets) and 
a summary for each county. 


Recorded from 22 sites with a maximum of eight at Ingrebourne Valley on Aug 
20th. Parklands, Corbets Tey (1). 

Recorded from 20 sites with a maximum of c30 on Oct 29th. 

Recorded from 21 sites with a maximum of c6,000 at a roost in Stanwell on 
Nov 11th. Elsewhere a new roost was established at Wormwood Scrubs with 
150 there in Nov and 100+ were seen at Bushy Park on Jan 28th. 

Recorded from nine sites with high counts of 500 at Poyle Poplars NR on Dec 
10th, 275 at Queen Mother Res on Aug 28th and 100 at Wraysbury GP on 
Sept 12th. 

Recorded from eight sites with a maximum of 20 at Sutton at Hone on Nov 
7th. 

Recorded from 83 sites with a maximum of c6000 roosting at Hersham in Feb; 
in Dec there were only c1500 roosting there. Arbrook Common (2). Hersham 
GP (2). Molesey Heath (3). 

Deptford Bridge, one on Apr 27th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns (one pair 
mating), present all year with a maximum of 36 on Oct 6th. Lambeth, one on 
Sept 27th. Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 26th and May 2nd. St James's Park, 
up to seven in Apr. 


The roost count of c6,000 at Stanwell is the largest count recorded outside of 
Surrey but is thought to relate to the same birds that previously roosted at 
Esher RFC in Hersham. Despite this huge presence in our area and the 
spread of records there is very little evidence of breeding reported. 


Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


Records of pairs/territorial males are listed below (with only sites with two or 
more given for Essex and Herts) (numbers in brackets). 


Total of 42 territories. Fishers Green (3). Gunpowder Park (2). Hooks Marsh 
(2). Ingrebourne Valley (3). Orsett Fen (2). Rainham Marshes NR (5). 
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Total of at least 29 territories. Amwell GP (4). Seventy Acres Lake (3-4). 
Holyfield Lake (4). Rye Meads RSPB (2). 

Staines Moor (1). Vicarage Farm (1). 

Wraysbury GP (4). 

Crossness LNR (1). 
Bookham Common (3). The Ledges (present on CBC). Trevereux area (1). 
Kensington Gdns, one calling on May 3rd. Regent’s Park, one calling on Apr 
11th. 


About 83 territories recorded this year, mostly in Essex and Herts where ney 
are still relatively common. 


Barn Owl Tyto alba 
Status: rare breeding resident. 


Although present at several suitable sites during the breeding season, no 
breeding was proved this year for the first time since 2001. Records came 
from a total of 25 sites this year, with Herts providing the majority (14), 
followed by Surrey (six), Essex and Kent (two each) and Middx (one). All 
records are given. 


Site A, recorded in Jan, Mar, June, Aug and Dec, with up to three present in 
the summer. Holyfield Hall Farm, one on Dec 3rd. 

Site B, singles Jan-Mar, with a pair present in early April. Site C, recorded on 
various dates Feb-Sept, with a pair present in Mar and Apr. Amwell GP, 
singles recorded between Jan 19th-25th and on Mar 28th and May 25th. 
Bedmond, one on June 13th. Beech Farm GP, singles on 11 dates throughout 
the year. Essendon, one on Jan 11th. Hatfield Aerodrome, one on Jan 21st. 
Holwell, one Mar 11th. London Colney, one on Jan 16th. Maple Cross, one on 
Mar 22nd. Maple Lodge, two on Jan 24th and Feb 4th. Symondshyde Great 
Wood, one on Apr 29th. Tyttenhanger GP, singles on Mar 11th and 19th. 
Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross, singles on Oct 29th and Dec Qth. 

Potters Bar, one on Feb 14th and Mar 11th. 

Crossness LNR, singles on May 4th and Dec 23rd. Sevenoaks, one on Jun 
2oth. 

Beddington SF, singles on May 9th, Nov 19th and 20th. Cobham, one on Dec 
26th. Little Woodcote, singles on several dates in Feb. Redhill, one found 
dead on May 14th. Trevereux area, one on Dec 21st. Woldingham, one on 
Feb 10th. 


Little Owl Athene noctua 
Status: localised breeding resident. 


Reported from 84 sites during 2006 — 24 in Essex, 27 in Herts, eight in Middx, 
two in Bucks, 22 in Surrey and one in Inner London. No records were received 
from Kent this year. A minimum of 58 pairs bred or were on territory during the 
breeding season — a sharp increase on recent years, which probably reflects 
increased observer coverage rather than a sudden upsurge in breeding 
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numbers. All of these are listed below, and refer to single pairs unless stated 
otherwise. . 


Aimes Green; Bedfords Park; Bennett's Farm; Dagenham Chase; Fairlop 
Waters (2); Great Warley; Hayes Hill Farm; Holyfield Hall Farm; Navestock; 
Noak Hill; Orsett; Pages Farm; Pyrgo Park, Havering; Rochett’s Farm; Roding 
Valley Meadows; Sewardstone Marsh; South Weald; Upshire; Weald Park. 
Bricket Wood area (3); Bushey; Essendon; North Mymms Park; Oxhey; 
Panshanger Park (2); Tyttenhanger GP; Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross. 
Bushy Park (7+); Totteridge Valley; Vicarage Farm. 

Beddington SF; Island Barn Res; Raynes Park; Princes Coverts; Richmond 
Park (12 pairs present of which at least 7 bred); Rushett Farm; Tolworth. 
Regent’s Park, one calling on Nov 22nd, and two from Dec 14th to the end of 
the year. 


Tawny Owl Strix aluco 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Recorded from 76 sites (compared with 96 in 2005 and 72 in 2004), with 
breeding confirmed at only eight localities. Records were received from all 
sectors except Bucks. 


15 sites, with 13 territories and one confirmed breeding record. 

17 sites, with at least five territories. 

10 sites, with five territories and three confirmed breeding records. 

Five sites, with two territories. 

26 sites, with at least 15 territories and four confirmed breeding_records. 
Recorded from Kensington Gdns, Paddington Green and Regent's Park; bred 
successfully at two sites. 


Long-eared Owl Asio otus 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers, rare breeder. 


Records were received from four sites, one less than in both 2004 and 2005. 
One pair bred, with another pair present in suitable habitat in the breeding 
season. 


Site A, a pair present in June. Site B, one pair raised two young. 
Site C, one from Nov 12th-14th (MMcM et a/). | 
Beddington SF, up to three present from Jan 2nd-5th (AMi, JPA). 


Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers, rare in 
summer. 


Recorded from 11 sites this year, with only three registering more than one 
bird at the same time. Rainham was undoubtedly the best place to catch up 
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with this scarce winter visitor to the London area, with up to five present during 
the first winter period. 


Bulphan Fen, one on Feb 19th (DMn). Rainham Marshes, up to five between 
Jan 1st-Apr 30th, plus singles on several dates between Nov 22nd and Dec 
17th (mo). 

Beech Farm GP, up to two between Jan 7th-Mar 23rd, plus singles on May 
7th, and up to two on several dates between Nov 27th and Dec 17th (mo). 
Hatfield Aerodrome, singles on Jan 21st (NB), Jan 30th (CSt) and Dec 17th 
(SHM). Hilfield Park Res, one on Jan 29th (SHM). Rye Meads one on Apr 5th. 
Brent Res, one on Mar 31st (AGV). Gutteridge Wood, one on Oct 14th (GWr). 
Staines Res, Nov 9th (REI). 

London Wetland Centre, one on Nov 28th (JGd et a/). QEII Res, one on Oct 
13th (SJS). 


European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
Status: rare breeding summer visitor and rare passage migrant. 


Four individuals including three churring birds were recorded this year, with 
the accommodating Teddington bird being particularly well watched. 


Epping Forest, one churring on at least June 2nd. Walthamstow, one roosting 


in a garden on May 25th (BRI). 

Teddington, a male frequented an area including a suburban street, private 
gardens and the railway station from May 26th-June 17th (mo). 

Site A, one churring on several dates from May 14th-June 17th. 


Common Swift Apus apus 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first birds arrived back in London on Apr 16th, with two at KGV Res and 
singles at Dagenham Chase and Fairlop Waters. Thereafter records came 
from numerous sites in April, generally in small numbers until a large arrival 
towards the end of the month. The 28th saw 100 at Walthamstow Res and 
Staines Res; on the 29th, there were 500 at Staines Res, 500 at KGV Res, 
250 at Brent Res, 120 at QEII Res and 100 at Rainham Marshes; and on the 
30th, there were 400 at KGV Res, 256 at Walthamstow Res, 200 at Brent Res 
and Hilfield Park Res, 180 at Island Barn Res and 100 at Beddington SF. 


Early May saw 300 at Hilfield Park Res on the 1st and 250 at both Stoke 
Newington Res and Brent Res on the 2nd. From then on, three-figure counts 
were commonplace, especially at waterbodies, with high counts of 1,100 at 
Staines Res on the 22nd and 700 at Rainham Marshes on 29th. The highest 
count in June was of 400 at Hilfield Park Res on the 1st. 


Breeding records were received from just a dozen sites, preventing any 
informed comment regarding this species’ current breeding status in the 
capital. Sites with 20 or more pairs reported were: Leys Avenue Estate, 
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Flocks of grey geese rarely pitch down in the London Area, so 55 White-fronted Geese Anser albifrons which 
did so overnight at Stocker’s Lake on 4-5 February were particularly noteworthy (Andrew Moon) 
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Broadwater Lake hosted this drake White-headed Duck 
Oxyura leucocephala of unknown origin (Andrew Moon) 


Rainham’s first-ever Ferruginous Duck Aythya 
nyroca, a female in late May, was a one-day, 
single-observer record (Dominic Mitchell) 


All five Leach’s Storm-petrels Oceanodroma An all-too-brief Great White Egret eluded many London 
leucorhoa in 2006 were found on 7 December. listers when it visited Rainham Marshes and the Ingrebourne 
This one was at Walton Reservoir (Dave Harris) Valley briefly on 17 July (Stephen Menzie) 


In association with 
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Left: this White Stork Ciconia 
ciconia was a great find at 
Crossness on 19 March 
(Gabriel Jaime) 


Below: pictured here at 
Walthamstow Reservoirs on 
19 June, this adult Spoonbill 
Platalea leucorodia was first 
ringed as a nestling in The 


_ Netherlands in 2002 and then 


seen in Spain the following 
winter, before reappearing in 
south-east England in spring 
2006 (Fraser Simpson) 
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Regarded by many observers as a Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis of the distinctive subspecies atlantis, 
a hybrid origin could not be fully eliminated for this long-staying larid in Hyde Park (Fraser Simpson) 


This second-winter Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans (left) was at Rainham Marshes on 24 November, while a 
juvenile/first-winter (inset) was present there on 21 September (Priscille Preston and, inset, Dominic Mitchell) 


In association with 


Birdwateh 





\ churring European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus in suburban streets close to Teddington railway station, 
iddlesex, in late May and June was an extraordinary record (Fraser Simpson and, below, Esmond Brown) 
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London records of Alpine Swift Apus melba are rare Another rare visitor from the Continent, this 

and usually relate to brief fly-overs. Although elusive Wryneck Jynx torquilla may have slipped through 
at times, this individual firmly bucked the trend by the capital unnoticed had it not found its way into 
remaining at Hampstead Heath for nine days in a ringer’s net at Hersham GP on 28 August (Dave 
mid-April (Jerry Townshend) Harris) 





There were 130 records of White Wagtail Motacilla An excellent find on Staines Moor, this first-summer 
alba alba during the year, mainly in spring. This bird male Bluethroat Luscinia svecica on 22 April was only 
was at Beddington Farm in April (Peter Alfrey) the 18th record for the London Area (Andrew Moon) 


In association with 
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News emerged late of London’s first American Robin 
Turdus migratorius wintering in a garden in Peckham, 
south London. The day after the story broke, just four 
birders connected before the bird vanished (Jan Skelton) 
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Blackcaps Sylvia atricapilla are present in every month of the year in‘London, though most obvious in spring 
when males like this bird at Beddington Farm arrive on territory (Peter Alfrey) 


In association with 


Birdwateh 


Spotted Flycatchers Muscicapa striata are a declining 

summer visitor, with just 19 territories known in 2006, sharing the skies over Stoke Newington Reservoir 
and the species is more likely to be found on passage. with a flightly Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus on 
This bird was at Hornchurch CP (Les Harrison) 12 May (Mark Pearson) 


Wintering Penduline Tits Remiz pendulinus have become a feature at Rainham Marshes, the only site in Britain 
to hold the species regularly. Up to six were present in 2006 (Andrew Moon and, inset, Dominic Mitchell) 


In association with 


Birdwatch 
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[he only Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio to be seen in the London Area during the year was this long-staying 
ale at Croxley Moor, in the Hertfordshire sector, from late July to early August (Andrew Moon) 


Above: this male Mealy Redpoll Carduelis flammea, 
a scarce visitor to the capital, was one of two wintering 
in a north London garden (Andrew Gardener) 


Left: Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes at 
Turnford Brook, near Cheshunt, in January 2006 (Nick 
Sampford). Nick was an enthusiastic and accomplished 
wildlife photographer who died unexpectedly in April 
2006; this superb study of a difficult-to-see species in 
the London Area was typical of the quality of his 
work. It was his last submission for this report. 


In association with 
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This male Pin-tailed Whydah, one of many colourful escapes at large in the London Area, brought a touch of 
the exotic to the Lee Valley Park in late October (Chris Lloyd) 
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The biggest-ever twitch 
to take place in London 
saw thousands of people 
line the banks of the 
inner Thames — not for 
a rare bird, but for this 
Northern Bottlenose 
whale, which swam as 
far upriver as Battersea. 
Sadly, efforts to save the 
animal eventually 
resulted in its death 
(Dominic Mitchell) 


In association with 





0798 


Middx 
Kent 


0831 


Essex 
Herts 
Middx 
Bucks 
Kent 
Surrey 
In Lond 


0846 


Essex 


Surrey 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 71 FOR 2006 Si 


Dagenham, 50 pairs; Beacontree, 30 pairs; Harold Wood, 20 pairs; The Drive, 
Ilford, 20 pairs. 


Numbers were unremarkable in July and most had departed by mid- to late 
Aug. Eleven sites recorded birds in early Sept, with the final bird over Epsom 
on the 14th. 


A partially-albinotic or leucistic bird, with a whitish rump-patch and pale 
spotting on the belly, was at Stoke Newington Reservoirs on May 5th and 
10th. 


Alpine Swift Apus melba 
Status: vagrant. 


Hampstead Heath, one from Apr 8th-16th (JFre et a/). 
Crossness LNR, one on Apr 14th (KCs) 


The fourth successive year this southern over-shooter has been recorded in 
the area; thankfully the Hampstead Heath bird decided the area was to its 
liking and hung around long enough for many birders to connect with. The last 
long-staying bird in London was as far back as 1983 at Barn Elms Res and in 
the Wraysbury area. 


Kingfisher : Alcedo atthis 
Status: breeding resident, locally common in some areas. 


Sites where breeding occurred, was strongly suspected or where pairs were 
present in the breeding season numbered 30 (in brackets below), with various 
other sites registering a presence in the summer. A total of 149 sites recorded 
Kingfishers in 2006. 


Recorded from 38 sites (13). 

Recorded from 47 sites (8). 

Recorded from 20 sites (4). 

Recorded from 5 sites. 

Recorded from 6 sites (2). 

Recorded from 33 sites (4). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, singles on Aug 17th, Sept 6th and Dec 1st. 
Regent's Park, up to two in Aug. 


Hoopoe Upupa epops 
Status: vagrant. 


South Hornchurch, one feeding in a garden in the evening on May 12th (RF, 
PLt et al). 
Claygate, one on Apr 2nd (JBd). 
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This over-shooting migrant has now been seen in London annually since 
2000. 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla 
Status: scarce passage migrant, usually in autumn. 





Middx 


Surrey 


0856 


There were five records this year, one in spring and four in autumn, well 
above the average in recent years. 


Bushy Park, one on Aug 31st (DHo et a/). Minet CP, one from Sept 28th-Oct 
1st (DBs, CCy et a/). 
Hersham GP, one trapped on Aug. 28th (SP, JPy et a/). Holmethorpe SP, one 
on Oct 7th-8th (GJ, DPn). Reigate, one in a garden on Apr 24th (JPE). 


Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Recorded from 180 sites this year compared with 217 in 2005 and 106 in 
2004. . 


Below are the number of sites where birds were recorded and, in brackets, the 
number of pairs/territories (sites where there were two or more). All Inner 
London records are also given. 
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Recorded from 63 sites. Barking Park (4). Bedfords Park (5). Belhus Woods 
CP (2). Cely Woods (2). Curtiss Mill Green (4). Dagenham Chase (3). Fairlop 
Waters (3). Gilbert Slade (2). Gunpowder Park (2). Harrow Lodge Park (2). 
Holyfield Hall Farm (3). Ingrebourne Valley (8). Mayesbrook Park (2). Ongar 
Park Wood (4). Orsett (3). Rainham Marshes (2). Thorndon Park (8). Upshire 
(3). Wanstead Forest (2). Wanstead Flats (9). Warren Gorge (2). Weald Park 
(5). 

Recorded from 79 sites. Aldenham (3). Amwell GP (2-3). Bayfordbury (5 
Bedmond (4). Beech Farm GP (2). Bricket Wood area (15+). Bushey ( 
Cassiobury Park (2). Cheshunt GP (3). Chiswell Green (2). Essendon ( 
Garston (5+). Hatfield Park (2+). Langleybury (2+). Letchmore Heath (3+ 
North Mymms Park (3). Otterspool (2). Verulamium Lake (3+). 

Recorded from 10 sites. Alexandra Park (5). 

Recorded from 13 sites. | 

Recorded from 23 sites. Arbrook Common (2). London Wetland Centre (2). 
West End Common, Esher (4). 

Green Park, singles on Sept 19th and Dec 28th-29th. Hyde Park/ Kensington 
Gdns, recorded in Feb, Mar, Aug, Sept and Oct, with up to three in Sept and 
Oct. Regent’s Park, two pairs bred and a third pair were present. St James’s 
Park, one on Oct 26th and up to two in Dec. 


—6). 
2). 
3). 
). 


Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Recorded at 194 sites this year, with a conservative estimate of 324 pairs or 
territories in the breeding season. Below are the sites in each sector where 
the highest numbers of territories were observed, and all inner London 
records. 


121 pairs/territories; Wanstead Park, at least nine territories. 

90 pairs/territories; Bricket Wood and Common (15+). 

19 pairs/territories; Alexandra Park, six territories. 

14 pairs/territories; various sites with up to two territories. 

94 pairs/territories; Wimbledon Common, c50 territories. 

Green Park, one on Mar 22nd. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, up to seven 
throughout the year. Regent’s Park, six pairs bred. St James’s Park, two on 
Oct 16th. 


Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor 
Status: scarce breeding resident and winter wanderer. 


Recorded at 66 sites this year, with territories and/or confirmed breeding at 23 
locations, less than half the total of about 50 territories reported in 2005. 
Breeding records are listed below (all involving one territory or pair unless 
otherwise stated), and all Inner London records are given. 
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Territories recorded at 11 sites: Bedfords Park, Belhus Woods CP, Cely 
Woods, Chingford Hatch, Gilbert Slade, Hainault Forest, Harold Hill, Havering 
CP, Thorndon Park, Wanstead Park (3). Recorded at a further 16 sites. 
Territories recorded at six sites: Amwell GP, Bricket Wood, Brookman’s Park, 
Cassiobury Park, Elstree, Scotsbridge Mill. Recorded at a further 16 sites. 
Territories at two sites: Bushy Park, Ruislip (2, one pair confirmed breeding). 
Recorded at a further nine sites. 

A single confirmed breeding record, with a pair raising three young at 
Sevenoaks WR. Recorded at a further five sites. 

Territories recorded at three sites: Bookham Common (4); New Malden, (five 
young found on the golf course and taken into care); Richmond Park (4); 
Wimbledon Common (c6). Recorded at a further 13 sites. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one on Sept 20th and Oct 10th. 


Woodlark Lullula arborea 
Status: scarce passage migrant and recently re-established rare breeder. 


No definite evidence of breeding this year, although two displaying males 
were reported from one site and birds were at least present at another site. It 
is likely Woodlarks bred at both these sites where breeding has occurred in 
recent years. 


Ingrebourne Valley, one on Sept 1st (DMn). Ongar Park Wood, one singing 
on May 5th, but not heard later in the month (AJAD). 

Site A, one on May 13th, two on 20th and one on June 8th. Site B, two 
displaying males on Mar 25th-26th. London Wetland Centre, one on Oct 27th 
(RK). 

Regent's Park, one on Oct 30th (ARD). 


Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


Flocks of more than 40 birds were reported from 11 sites between October 
and February, with the largest flock comprising 120 birds at Shenleybury on 
Oct 12th. Flocks of 70-80 birds were recorded at or over Grange Waters, 
Rainham Marsh, the Wetland Centre and Rushett Farm. 


A summary of singing or breeding records (number of territories in brackets) 
and all Inner London records is given below. A seemingly good breeding year: 
territories were reported from a total of 56 sites compared with 36 last year, 
with an especially large increase in Essex. 


Territories reported from 27 sites, with top sites again being Rainham Marsh 
(57), Ingrebourne Valley (38) and Fairlop Waters (21). While these three sites 
had about the same number of territories as in 2005, Gunpowder Park’s 
territories were reduced from 20 to eight. 

Reports of territories from 13 sites, including Abbotts Langley (9-12 in three 
separate sites) and Brickett Wood area (8-9). 
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Seven sites had territories including Stanwell Moor (12) and Bushy Park (10). 
Territories reported from 11 sites, with Riddlesdown’s 12 territories being far 
the most numerous and two up on last year. Sadly, Wimbledon Common had 
no breeding birds for the third successive year. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, singles on May 10th and Oct 30th and two on 
Nov 2nd. Regent’s Park, nine on Oct 12th; ten on Nov 2nd, two on 3rd and 
three on 4th. 


Sand Martin Riparia riparia 
Status: common summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first birds of the year, seen on Mar 25th at five different sites, were nine 
or ten days later than in the previous two years. By Mar 27th, over 100 birds 
were seen at Sevenoaks WR and Island Barn Res. In April, nine sites 
reported over 100 birds on at least one day — well spread out over the month — 
compared with just one site last year. Rye Meads RSPB notched up 800 on 
Apr 14th, a number topped only by Amwell GP with about 1,000 birds on Apr 
12th and 28th passing through in 3—4 hours — the highest London count since 
1500 at QEII Res in 1995. In May, ony two counts of 50 or more were 
recorded, on the 6th at Havering Aggregates GP and on 20th at Tyttenhanger 
Ele. 


Only one site reported 100 or more birds on return migration, with 100 at 
Staines Res on Aug 14th and 17th, and the last bird of the year was seen at 
Stoke Newington Res on Oct 11th. 


Details of the 12 breeding colonies reported, with numbers in brackets, are 
shown below, together with all Inner London sightings. No information was 
received from several of the sites reported in 2005, including two large 
colonies that year — Havering Aggregates GP and Holmethorpe SP. 


KGV Res (20). River Roding, Barking (5). 

Broxbourne GP (55). Coursers Farm (172 nest holes dug in new workings, not 
all in use). Panshanger Park (6). 

Hampton Wick (1). Tottenham Marsh (three sites, numbers not known). 
Beddington SF (2). Kingston-upon-Thames (1). London Wetland Centre (40 
active holes, 79 broods). Long Ditton FB (15+ feeding young but nests not 
viewable). R. Thames, Ravens Ait (16). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one on Mar 27th; three on Apr 12th, ten on 15th 
and 24th; one on July 4th; seven on Aug 9th, five on 17th and 19th, one on 
22nd, three on 23rd, eight on 24th, one on 26th, 12 on 28th; five on Sept 1st 
and four on 19th. Regent’s Park, recorded between Apr 1st and Sept Sth. 


Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first bird of the year was at Tyttenhanger GP on Mar 25th then sightings 
increased in the last few days of March with a maximum of ten birds reported 
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from two sites. During April, numbers at regularly watched sites peaked at 
dates spread throughout the month, with the highest counts coming from 
Rainham Marsh (120 on 19th), Staines Res (100 on 23rd), and Island Barn 
Res (100 on 7th and 105 on 11th), which also had 130 birds on May 2nd — 
the only count above 100 all month. j 


Return migration was fairly quiet during August apart from 400 at Hilfield Park 
Res on 20th but it picked up in September with the peak between Sept 2nd- 
12th. 


The highest counts during the month were recorded from Beddington SF (250 
on 24th), Hilfield Park Res (200 on 2nd and 100 on 3rd), London Wetland 
Centre (110-140 on four dates between 18th-27th), Regent's Park (350 on 
5th and 550 on 12th) and Stanwell Moor (100 on 8th). October yielded just 
one three-figure report — 100 at Beech Farm GP on the 8th — and three © 
reports just into double figures. The last record of the year was of two at 
Beddington SF on Oct 22nd. 


Locations of nesting birds, with numbers given in brackets, and Inner London 
sightings are as follows: 


Boyles Court Farm (6). Curtiss Mill Green (1). Hayes Hill Farm (1). 
Ingrebourne Valley (5). South Weald (2). Tawney Common (2). Tawney 
Common (1). Weald Park (1). ak 
Abbots Langley (1). Brickendonbury (2). Brickett Wood (5). Garston (1). Old 
Parkbury (1). Otterspool (1). 

Bentley Priory (10). Bushy Park (1). Feltham (1). Stanwell Moor (1). Totteridge 
Valley (1). Vicarage Farm, Sunbury (1). 

Banwell Court Farm (2). Garsons/Winterhouse Farm (3). Richmond Park (1). 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, up to 15 on nine dates between Apr 15th-May 
10th, and 1—3 birds on five dates between July 30th-Sept 10th. Paddington 
Green, two on May 2nd and five on Oct 9th. Regent's Park, two on Apr 15th; 
ten on May 7th; two on Aug 14th; 350 on Sept 5th and 550 on 12th and two 
on Oct 14th. St James's Park, two on Apr 12th, seven on 18th and six on May 
3rd. 


House Martin Delichon urbicum 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The Wetland Centre notched up the first record of the year on Mar 25th and 
there were a handful of other March records. High counts in April were 
recorded at Amwell GP (50 on 4th, 150 on 15th and 100 on 28th) and Brent 
Res (230 on 29th). Peak counts in May were 150 at Amwell on 2nd, 175 at 
Walton Res on 19th, 200 at Hilfield Park Res on 22nd and 120 at Rye Meads 
RSPB on 30th. June produced 100 at Hilfield Park Res on 1st and 100 at 
Beddington SF on 26th. 


Post-breeding numbers built up from the second week of August, with several 
sites reporting peak numbers between the 9th and 14th and others between 
the 19th and 22nd. The highest August counts were at Alexandra Park (200 
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on 3rd), Amwell GP (200 on 13th), Rye Meads RSPB (500 on 10th and 300 
on 11th) and Staines Res (500 on 14th, 17th and 24th). September's peak 
counts came from Hilfield Park Res (150 on 2nd and 3rd), London Wetland 
Centre (550 on 18th) and Regent’s Park (350 on 5th and 280 on 19th). The 
first week of October produced the last three-figure counts: at Beddington SF 
(100 on 6th), Island Barn Res (110 on Sth and 125 on 8th), London Wetland 
Centre (120 on 1st) and Queen Mary Res (300 on 2nd and 100 on 7th); 
sightings of 50+ birds continued until Oct 9th. The last sightings of the year 
were on Nov 24th at Rainham Marsh and Dec 9th at the Wetland Centre. 


Locations of nesting birds, with numbers of nests in brackets, and Inner 
London sightings were as follows: 


Harold Wood (7). Havering-atte-Bower (8). Ilford (1). Ingrebourne Valley (50). 
Orsett (5). Stapleford Tawney (8). Upshire (11). Waltham Abbey (5). 
Walthamstow (10). Walthamstow FB (18). Warren Gorge (23). Weald Park 
(6). 

Chiswell Green (3+). 

Alexandra Park (10+). Chelsea (6+). Hampton Wick (3). Hanwell (1+). 
Hanworth (1+). Hounslow (1+). Stanwell: (“small number—a_ substantial 
decline”). Stanwell Moor (3+). Sunbury (11). Tottenham (16 at four sites). 
West Hendon Broadway (40). 

Castle Lake, Lullingstone (9). 

Esher (3). Garsons/Winterhouse Farm (40). Molesey (95, compared with 116 
in 2005). Sanderstead (3+). Sutton (61, a slight increase over previous two 
years). Walton Res, c25 collecting mud. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, records in each month from Apr to Oct, apart 
from July, with peaks of 60 on June 22nd and Aug 19th. Regent's Park, one 
on Apr 15th, two on 18th; 150 on Sept 5th, 280 on 19th; six on Oct 4th. St 
James’s Park, one on Apr 19th. Surrey Docks (7), 20 on May 7th. 


Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 
Status: passage migrant and decreasing breeding summer visitor. 


The first record of the year was on Apr 10th and the last on Oct 9th, both at 
Wormwood Scrubs. There were at least five territories in Epping Forest, and 
singing males at two other sites, down again from the numbers last year when 
there were eight territories and one other singing bird. All records are given. 


Bedfords Park, singles on Aug 27th and Sept 7th. Epping Forest, a total of five 
territories spread over three sites, with up to six birds seen at one site. 
Gunpowder Park, one on Apr 28th. Harold Court, two on Apr 19th. Rainham 
Marsh, singles on Apr 16th and Aug 22nd. West Thurrock Marsh, one on Sept 
17th. : 

Symondshyde Great Wood, one singing on Apr 22nd. 

Alexandra Park, singles on Aug 3rd, Sept 7th, 8th and 21st. Hillingdon, one 
singing on Apr 15th. Park Farm, Enfield, one on Aug 26th and 27th. Staines 
Moor, singles on Apr 17th and 23rd. Stoke Newington Res, singles on Sept 
15th, 17th and 19th. Trent Park, one on Sept 30th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, 
one on Apr 25th and three on Aug 22nd. Wormwood Scrubs, singles on Apr 
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10th; Aug 13th and 20th; Sept 3rd and 4th, two on 24th, singles on 27th and 
Oct 9th. Yeading Brook Meadows, one on Apr 14th. 

Horton GP, two on Apr 18th. Wraysbury GP, one on Apr 14th. 

Beddington SF, singles on Apr 4th and 22nd, Sept 9th and Oct 12th. London 
Wetland Centre, singles on Apr 10th, Oct 2nd and 4th. Richmond Park, one 
on Oct 10th. 

Hyde Park, singles on Apr 16th and Aug 29th. Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 
16th, Aug 20th, Sept 12th and 14th. 


Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor and common but 
localised breeder. 


Reports of 50+ in the first two months of the year came from Beech Farm GP 
with 55 on Jan 22nd, Black Park with 55 on Feb 8th and Staines Moor with 54 
on Feb 14th. Spring numbers peaked at Rainham Marsh on Mar 11th with 50 
and at Tyttenhanger GP on Mar 12th with 78 — the same day on which 60 
were recorded in Totteridge Valley. April 14th was another good day, with 
Beddington SF recording its peak number of 60, North Mymms Park having 
67 and with 600 passing over Queen Mother Res — the highest London count 
since Mar 24th 2001 when 700 flew over Hampstead Heath. 


Autumn passage peaked around Sept 20th-25th, during which period there 
were day counts of 250 over Regent's Park, 200 over the Wetland Centre, 
140 over Beddington SF, 120 over Staines Moor, 82 over Brent Res, 73 over 
Stoke Newington Res and 70 over Wormwood Scrubs. Late high counts 
included 90 at the Wetland Centre on Oct 3rd, 90 at Brent Res on Oct 9th, 74 
at Lake Farm on Oct 2nd, 70 at Rye Meads on Nov 18th and 46 at Rainham 
Marsh on Dec 8th. 


Confirmed or presumed breeding records, with numbers in brackets, and all 
Inner London records are as follows: 


Cely Woods, Thames Chase (1). Chingford Plain (2). Dagenham Chase (6). 
Fairlop Waters (12). Ingrebourne Valley (23). Priors GC (2). Rainham Marsh 
(54). Tyler's Common (2). ; 
Abbots Langley (2). Bayfordbury-Hertford (3). Beech Farm GP (2). Elstree 
Aerodrome (1). Rye Meads RSPB (1). 

Lake Farm (4). Minet CP (9). Staines Moor (6). Wormwood Scrubs (2). 
Richmond Park (5). Riddlesdown (5). 

Bermondsey, 20 on Oct 12th. Camden Town, three on Oct 7th. Hyde Park/ 
Kensington Gdns, one on Mar 27th; one on Apr 15th, five on 16th, three on 
18th and 14 records between Aug 22nd-Nov 2nd, including 23 on Oct 11th. 
Paddington Green, 15 on Oct 9th and two on Nov 2nd. Regent's Park, two on 
Mar 19th and three on 21st; 250 on Sept 20th. St James's Park, one on Oct 
17th. 
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Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 
Status: passage migrant and winter visitor. 7 


Rainham Marshes continues to be the best site for this species with records 
on 51 dates, although peak numbers in the spring, which are shown shown 
below, were only about half of those in 2005. With only three records from 
Swanscombe Marsh, the only other good site in recent years, no proper 
comparison can be made. 


Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 
Rainham 1 18 6 6 PA 
Swanscombe 5 - - - 1 - 


Records from other sites are given below. 


Creekmouth, Barking, one on Feb 28th and up to two between Oct 29th-Dec 
24th. Dagenham, Fords, one on Nov 18th. KGV Res, one on Jan 15th. 
Walthamstow Res, singles on Oct 8th and 12th, Dec 11th and 15th. West 
Thurrock Marshes, one in Jan; four on Feb 1st; one on Mar 12th; one on Oct 
29th; up to three in Nov and up to two in Dec. 

Brent Res, one on Oct 20th. East India Dock Basin, one on Oct 15th. Staines 
Res, two on Oct 8th and one on 23rd. Stoke Newington Res, singles on Oct 
11th and 13th, two on 25th, singles on 27th and Nov 29th. 

Queen Mother Res, singles on Oct 11th and 15th. 

Dartford Marsh, one on Dec 15th. Greenhithe, 11 on Feb 26th. 

Beddington SF, singles on Mar 18th, Apr 1st and Oct 10th. Island Barn Res, 
onw on Mar 22nd. London Wetland Centre, singles on 16 dates between Jan 
23rd-Mar 25th; 1—4 birds on 23 dates between Oct 8th-Dec 9th. QEII Res, one 
on Apr 3rd and 1—2 on seven dates between Oct 12th-28th. _ 

Notting Hill, one on Nov 2nd (DJL). Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 3rd, 4th and 
Sept 19th (ARD). 


Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 
Status: regular but localised winter visitor and passage migrant. 


Five main sites accounted for the great majority of the records; the table 
below shows the monthly maxima at each of these sites, which were much as 
in 2005, followed by records elsewhere. The Staines Res/Staines Moor and 
KGVI records all involve the same individuals. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 
Essex Rainham Marshes 65 10 5 6 6 4 5 


Middx King George VI Res 2 | - - S52 2 
Staines Moor 12 10) 5 8 5 
Staines Res 3 3 3 2 2) 88 - 
Surrey Beddington SF Z | ZimeD. 1 1 2 


Greenhithe, one on Feb 26th. 
London Wetland Centre, singles on Mar 25th-30th, Apr 14th, Oct 10th and 
Nov 5th. 


In Lond Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 24th and Nov 6th (ARD). 
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Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Status: common passage migrant and decreasing breeder. 


The first spring birds were singles on Apr 4th at Queen Mother Res, KGV Res 
and Gilbert’s Slade, Epping Forest. There were double-figure counts during 
spring at eight sites, which is more than in recent years. 


No definite evidence of breeding this year, although a total of five territitories 
were reported from two sites. None of the three sites that documented 
breeding in 2005 reported breeding this year, although a juvenile was seen at 
one of them. 


During autumn passage, only three sites reported more than 20 birds on a 
day, with Rainham having 42 on Aug 13th and 51 on Sept 13th.The last bird 
of the year was at Alexandra Park on Oct 13th. 


Counts of ten or more, possible breeding records (with the number of 
territories in brackets) and Inner London records follow: 


Fairlop Waters (2). Ingrebourne Valley, 14 on Apr 23rd and Sept 9th. Orsett 
Fen (3). Rainham Marsh, 17—51 on nine dates between Aug 12th-Sepi 13th. 
Amwell GP, 27 flew W on Sept 14th. North Mymms Park, 17 on Apr 24th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, 11+ on Apr 9th and18 on 27th. 

KGVI Res, 14 on Apr 22nd. Staines Moor, 10 on Apr 23rd and 11 on Sept 
16th. Wraysbury Res, 20 on Apr 30th. 

Queen Mother Res, 10 on Sept 23rd. 

Beddington SF, 10 on Apr 14th, 11 on 23rd, 17 on 24th, 11 on 28th and 22 on 
Sept 15th. London Wetland Centre, 10 on Apr 24th and Aug 30th. QEII Res, 
10 on Sept 17th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one on Sept 6th. Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 
oth and Aug 22nd. St James's Park, two flew SE on Apr 25th. 


Blue-headed Wagtail M.f. flava 
KGV Res, two on Sept 14th (RW). Walthamstow Res, one on May 6th (PLt). 
Park Farm, Enfield, one on May 8th (RMC). 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 24th (PA). London Wetland Centre, singles on Apr 

24th (RK, CT) and 29th (PAS). | 


Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


The number of sites from which one or more territories was reported was only 
45 (about 100 last year), including six territories at sites along the River 
Wandle, between Carshalton and Morden Hall Park. 


All counts over five and all Inner London records, starting with the single 
breeding record (four territories in 2005), are given below: 
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Beckton SW, nine on Oct 15th. Rainham Marshes NR, seven on Oct 4th and 
six on 14th. Walthamstow Res, six on Aug 20th, seven on Sept 20th and Nov 
3rd. . 

Cassiobury Park, ten on July 27th. Rye Meads RSPB, 15 on Aug 10th, 20 on 
11th, 30 on 12th and 13th, 20 on 27th, 20 on 29th; 10 on Sept 10th. Watford 
Link Road roost, 12 on Jan 1st and 16 on Nov 4th. 

Stoke Newington Res, seven on Apr 714th. 

Beddington SF, eight on Sept 10th. London Wetland Centre, seven on Oct 
22nd. R.Wandle (Carshalton Ponds-Wandsworth), seven on Dec 28th. 
Barbican (1). Battersea Power Station, two on Oct 29th. Blackfriars Bridge, 
one on Jan 24th, one on Apr Sth. Euston, two over on Sept 16th. Hyde Park/ 
Kensington Gdns, singles on Mar 30th, June 14th and Aug 29th; one on Sept 
6th, two on 20th, one on 25th; singles on Oct 1st and 5th, three on 17th; one 
on Nov 9th. Kings Cross, one on Oct 12th. Paddington Green, one singing on 
May 24th; two on Sept 9th and 16th; two on Oct 8th; one on Nov 2nd. 
Regent’s Park, six on Sept 19th and 11 on 20th. St James’s Park, singles on 
Mar 20th, 23rd and Oct 11th. Surrey Docks, two on Jan 30th. Tate Modern, 
one on Feb 3rd. Westminster, one over Tothill St, SW1 on Oct 23rd. 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 
Status: common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


Records of 40+ birds are given below, together with all Inner London records, 
Where comparisons could be made, roost maxima were much as in the past 
two years in most sites. 


Holyfield Hall Farm, 40 on Jan 2nd. Mayesbrook Park, Barking, 45 on Oct 
18th. Nags Head Fishing Lakes, 150 on Feb 21st; 100 on Mar 19th; 165 on 
Dec 8th. Romford roost, max 250 on Aug 24th. 

Cassiobury Park, 40 on Oct 6th. Hatfield, 40 on Aug 22nd. Rye Meads RSPB, 
60 on Jan 18th; 200 on Feb 10th and Feb 27th; 300 on Mar 13th; 50 on Oct 
7th; 55 on Dec 16th. St Albans roost, max 85 on Dec 14th. Welwyn Garden 
City roost, max 150 on Dec 16th. 

Hampton roost, max 100 on Dec 1st. Heathrow roost, max 75 on Aug 1st. 
KGVI Res, 50 on Apr 17th and 50 on Aug 23rd. Littleton, 45 on Oct 28th. 
Staines Res, 40 on Mar 26th. Stamford Hill roost, 60 on Jan 4th. 

Croydon, North End roost, max 350 on Feb 15th, but later in year roost moved 
to Croydon High Street where max was 100 on Dec 20th. Epsom, High Street 
roost, max 155 on Mar 16th. Holmethorpe SP, 170 on Dec 11th, 230 on 24th 
and 31st. Oxted roost, 50 on Nov 11th. QEII Res, 44 on Jan 25th. Rushett 
Farm, 50 on Jan 14th and 45 on Nov 18th. Sutton roost, max 60 on Jan 7th 
and 16th. Walton Res, 40 on Apr 16th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 10 on Jan 19th; six on Apr 22nd; seven on Aug 
15th, 13 on 16th; 14 on Sept 19th; 23 on Oct 9th. Regent’s Park, two pairs 
may have bred nearby, nine on Sept 5th. St James’s Park, two on Oct 17th. 
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Status: passage migrant, rarely identified in autumn. 


Of 130 records during the year—some of more than one bird—only 15 were 
outside the months of March-May. During these three months, the largest 
number were at: Queen Mother Res, with five on Apr 14th; Wm Girling Res, 
with nine on Apr 9th; Dartford Marsh, with six on Dec 15th; and KGVI Res, 
with 8—14 between Apr 7th-17th. 


Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus 
Status: uncommon, but sometimes numerous, irruptive visitor. 


Compared with the bumper first four months of 2005, this year was measly, — 
with reports from only 14 sites in the first three months of the year and only 
one flock into double figures. There were no sightings at the end of the year. 


Thorndon Common, eight on Jan 12th (MWt). Thorndon Park, up to seven 
from Jan 29th-Feb 5th (AWI ef a/). 

Broxbourne Woods, two on Feb 28th (AG). Cheshunt GP, one on Jan 12th 
(RW et a/). Garston, one on Jan 13th (LGRE). Hatfield, singles on Jan 14th 
and in Feb (TBw). Hoddesdon, two on Mar 19th and 21st (AJH et a/). 
Enfield Lock, four on Feb 16th (JMy). Potters Bar, one on Jan 19th (AGy). 
Dartford, 23 on Feb 13th (JDW). Sidcup, one on Jan 9th (per BG). 
Epsom/Horton CP, two from Jan 12th-Feb 15th (NBd ef a/). Putney, up to six 
from Jan 5th-31st (per BG). R. Hogsmill, West Ewell, at least two on Feb 11th 
(PBw). Thornton Heath, five from Feb 1st-8th (JAt ef a/). 


2005 Correction ? 
Kingston-upon-Thames, flock present from Jan 29th-Feb 6th. 


Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
Status: abundant resident. 
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Counts of singing males/territories (numbers in brackets) of ten or more and 
other counts are given below. 


Dagenham, Fords (21). Ingrebourne Valley (76). Rainham Marshes NR (37). 
Roding Valley Park (47). 

Rye Meads RSPB (81). 

Bushy Park (20). Tottenham Marshes (37). 

Sevenoaks WR, 68 on Apr 22nd. 

Arbrook Common (14). Beddington (91). London Wetland Centre, 26 in May 
and June. Molesey Heath (18). The Ledges, Esher (12). West End Common 
(2): 


Dunnock Prunella modularis 
Status: abundant resident. 


Counts of territories/singing males (number in brackets) of five or more, 
ringing counts and other records are given. There were no reports from Inner 
London. 


Grays Chalk Pits (5). Ingrebourne Valley (24). Rainham Marshes NR (17). 
Roding Valley Park (16). Warren Gorge (5). 

Beech Farm GP (5). Rye Meads RSPB (39). 

Bushy Park (3-5). Tottenham Marsh (17). Wormwood Scrubs (c15). 
Wraysbury GP, 17 trapped in September. 

Chipstead Lake, 10 on Oct 23rd. Sevenoaks WR, 11 on Mar 25th. Sutton at 
Hone, 21 on Mar 30th. 

Beddington SF (53). Epsom, a brood of two completely white juveniles and 
one normal-plumaged bird seen. London Wetland Centre, 18 on Mar 26th. 
Molesey Heath (20). 


Robin Erithacus rubecula 
Status: abundant breeding resident with influxes in autumn and winter. 


All reports from sites with at least ten breeding pairs/singing males (numbers 
in brackets) are included as are other high counts and ringing reports. 


Clay Road, Epping Forest (14). Deer Shelter Plain, Epping Forest (14). Grays 
Cemetery (14). Grays Chalk Pits (12). Highams Park (13). Ingrebourne Valley 
(39). Long Running, Epping Forest (14). Orsett Fen (10). Roding Valley Park 
(45). Warren Gorge, 20 on Oct 1st. 

Bottom Wood, Maple Cross (12). Essendon, 30 on Jan 21st. Jersey Farm 
(20). Rye Meads RSPB (40). 

Bushy Park (15-17). Tottenham Marsh (c17). Wormwood Scrubs (c12). 
Wraysbury GP, 20 trapped and ringed in July. 

Chipstead Lake, 20 on Oct 23rd. Sevenoaks WR, 23 in Mar and April. Sutton 
at Hone, 31 on Nov 7th. 
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Arbrook Common (18). Beddington SF (37, 29 in 2005). Esher Common (10). 
London Wetland Centre (13), 51 on Oct 18th. Molesey Heath (15). The 
Ledges, Esher (19). West End Common (20). 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 30 on Jan 19th. 


Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 
Status: breeding summer visitor in small numbers, scarce passage migrant. 


Reports came from 21 sites, with the first being recorded on Apr 16th from 
three sites. There were 44 records of territories or singing males, from 15 
sites, however, some of these records represent short-staying passage 
males. About 31 territories were actually established, an increase on last 
year’s total of 28. The Lee Valley remains the stronghold for this species. A 
summary of territories (numbers in brackets) and migrants are given below. 


Barking Park (1). Chingford GC (1). Cornmill Meadows (1). Fishers Green 
(11). Gunpowder Park (3). Ilford, a singing male briefly on Apr 16th. 
Ingrebourne Valley (2). Rainham (1). Sewardstone Marsh (1). The Gas Ride, 
Epping Forest (1). Warley CP (1). 

Broxbourne, two on May 6th. Croxley Moor, singing male from May 11th-13th 
and one on July 26th. Stocker’s Farm, a singing male on May 15th. Watford, 
a dead bird found in late Apr. 

Alexandra Park, one seen briefly on Apr 20th was the first site record. 
Rammey Marsh, a singing male on Apr 21st. Wormwood Scrubs, one seen on 
Apr 19th and a singing male on Apr 21st. 

Bookham Common (8). Horton CP, a singing male between May 4th-20th. 
Thorpe Water Park, one on May 13th. 


Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 
Status: rare passage migrant. 


Staines Moor, a first-summer male on Apr 22nd (JMy et a/). 


This is the 18th record for the London Area and only the second Middlesex 
record — the first was at Perry Oaks SF on at least 12th September 1977. 


Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 
Status: breeding summer visitor, passage migrant and winter visitor in small 
numbers. 


A very poor year, with only two territories recorded from one site in Essex and 
only two singing male records both relating to outside the breeding season, 
i.e. Jan and Aug. 


Dagenham, Fords, (2). KGV Res, one bird on Apr 16th. Rainham Marshes 
NR, a male from Jan 1st-Mar 29th, two on Nov 6th and singles on six dates 
between Dec 2nd-20th. Walthamstow Res, one on Nov 28th. 


Herts 


Middx 


Kent 
Surrey 


In Lond 


1122 


Essex 


Herts 


Middx 


Bucks 
Kent 


Surrey 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 71 FOR 2006 WW 


Abbots Langley, one on Dec 16th. Hilfield Park Res, one on June 1st. North 


.Mymms Park, one on May 31st. 


Alexandra Park, singles on Sept 16th- 17th and Oct 21st-22nd. East India 
Dock Basin, up to three birds recorded on 12 dates between Jan 2nd-Feb 8th, 
one on May 3rd, singles on Dec 20th, 21st and 26th. Tottenham Marsh, one 
on Apr 6th. Wood Green, one on Sept 16th-17th. 

Chipstead Lake, one on Apr 20th. 

Croydon, one on Aug 14th. New Addington, one on Apr 21st. Walton Res, one 
on Nov 12th. Woodmansterne, one on Oct 16th. 

Waterloo, a male on May 25th. 


The breeding population continues to decline in London although due to the 
nature of its preferred urban habitat it is probably under-recorded. 


Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Status: uncommon passage migrant and former breeder. 


A very good spring with two distinct movements, one in early April and the 
second in mid-April producing between them, at least 57 individuals, most of 
which were recorded in Middlesex; with Alexandra Park and Wormwood 
Scrubs both having seven birds. There were also two breeding season 
records, probably sick or failed breeding birds. Autumn migration began in 
mid-August and produced at least 34 individuals, with Middlesex again taking 
the majority of sightings with at least 14 birds. 


Bedfords Park, singles on Aug 27th and 29th, Sept Sth and 7th. Dagenham 
Chase, singles Apr from 10th-13th, two on 19th and singles on 20th and Aug 21st. 
East Ham, one on Sept 11th-12th. Fairlop Waters, singles on Aug 15th, 26th and 
Sept 1st-5th. Hainault Forest, one on Sept 1st. Ingrebourne Valley, one on Apr 
9th. KGV Res, one on Apr 16th. Orsett Fen, one on Apr 19th. Walthamstow Res, 
one on Apr ist-2nd. West Thurrock Marshes, one on Apr 22nd. 

Abbots Langley, one on Aug 24th. Elstree Aerodrome, one from Aug 28th- 
30th. Essendon, one on Aug 28th. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Apr 15th. 
Alexandra Park, up to two males present between Apr 8th-10th, one on 14th, 
two on Apr 15th; two on Sept 4th with one remaining to 6th. Bentley Priory, 
singles on June 18th; Aug 22nd and 25th. Brent Res, singles on Apr 7th-8th 
and Aug 26th. Hampstead Heath, two males on Apr 8th. Hayes, a male on Apr 
13th. Hounslow Heath, a male on Apr 10th. Minet, CP, a pair on Apr 19th. 
Staines Moor, at least three between Apr 8th-10th and one on 17th. Totteridge 
Valley, one on Sept 24th. Trent Park, two on Aug 21st. Vicarage Farm, a male 
on Apr 15th, one on Aug 27th and at least 3 between Sept 4th-5th. Wormwood 
Scrubs, at least five on Apr 9th, two males on Apr 10th, singles from Apr 16th- 
18th and 20th-21st; singles on Aug 16th, 28th, 30th and Sept 1st-2nd. 
Wraysbury GP, one trapped on Sept 26th. 

Crossness LNR, one on Apr 15th-16th. Crossness Southern Marsh, one on 
Apr 5th. Sevenoaks WR, one on Apr 8th. 

Beddington SF, singles on Apr 6th, 10th-14th and Sept 12th. Coulsdon, one 
on May 16th. Dungeon Hill, Woodmansterne, a male on Apr 4th. Island Barn 
Res, a singing male on Apr 17th. London Wetland Centre, singles on Apr 
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15th-16th, Sept 14th, 30th and Oct ist. Molesey Heath, a male on Apr 15th. 
Richmond Park, one on Apr 1st-2nd. Riddlesdown, a pair on Apr 10th. 
Warlingham, a pair from Apr 10th-12th. 

Hyde Park, singles on Apr 18th and Aug 22nd. Lincoln’s Inn Fields, one on 
Apr 20th. Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 15th, Aug 16th, 27th-28th. 


Whinchat - Saxicola rubetra 
Status: regular passage migrant and former breeding summer visitor. 


The first arrival was at Fairlop Waters on Apr 15th, followed by a female on 
Apr 19th at Riddlesdown (S Croydon). The main passage was between Apr 
20th and May 3rd, but there was a small passage between May 12th and 
15th, however, this was restricted to sites in Surrey. At least 64 birds were 
recorded compared to 88 in 2005. 


A juvenile was recorded at Tyttenhanger GP on July 21st, with a smattering 
of migrants in mid-August. However, the main passage began in late August 
and continued until early October. At least 315 individuals were recorded 
compared to 514 in 2005; the largest counts were nine at Beech Farm GP on 
Sept 7th and seven at both Park Farm on Aug 31st and Wormwood Scrubs 
on Aug 30th. . 


Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, singles on Aug 16th and Sept ist (DTM). 
Regent's Park, singles on Aug 16th and Sept 18th (ARD). 


European Stonechat Saxicola torquata 
Status: localised breeding resident, regular passage migrant and winter 
visitor. 


There were only six confirmed breeding pairs from two sites, with five other 
sites where adults and/or juveniles were present during the breeding season; 
in 2005 there were 11 territories at six sites. The largest count came from 
Rainham Marshes where there were 17 in November. Breeding season 
records and high counts are given below. 


Holyfield Farm, three on Apr 2nd. Rainham Marshes, five territories, 17 on 
Nov 3rd and 19th. Tylers Common, 10 on Oct 12th. West Thurrock, one on 
May 14th. 

Beech Farm GP, nine on Oct 8th. Merry Hill, seven on Oct 8th. Tyttenhanger 
GP, juveniles on June 10th and July 22nd. 

Staines Moor, 12 on Oct 29th, with 10 or more recorded on two further dates. 
Wormwood Scrubs, nine on Oct 4th. 

Crossness LNR, up to five in May. Crossness Southern Marsh, two on Apr 
oth. Dartford Marsh, seven on Dec 15th. 

Beddington SF, 10 on Jan 25th. London Wetland Centre, a juvenile on July 
7th and 21st and Aug 4th. Richmond Park, one pair bred. Walton Heath, two 
pairs bred. 

Regent's Park, singles on Oct 3rd and Nov 24th (ARD). 
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Northern Wheatear | Oenanthe oenanthe 
Status: common passage migrant and very occasional breeding visitor. 


The first bird was seen on Mar 24th at Minet CP, with a few more at a couple 
of sites the next day. It was a large spring passage, which included some high 
tallies (see below), with Rainham Marshes having by far the largest count of 
49 birds — the highest count since 59 at Nore Hill, Chelsham on Apr 22nd 
1998. Migration peaked between Apr 15th and 20th and carried on until early- 
/mid-May. Autumn passage began in earnest by tate August, but numbers 
were nowhere near those in spring with the final bird recorded at West 
Thurrock Marshes on Oct 29th. Peak counts are given below. 


Gunpowder Park, ten on Apr 16th. KGV Res, 12 on Apr 15th and 16th, and 
11 on Apr 17th. Rainham Marshes, 49 on Apr 20th, 22 on Apr 18th, 15 on Apr 
15th, 16th, 19th, 22nd and 23rd. 

Bushy Park, nine on Apr 22nd, Hounslow Heath, 12 on Apr 20th. KGVI Res, 
16 on Apr 15th. Staines Moor, nine on Apr 22nd. Staines Res, ten on Apr 
15th. Wormwood Scrubs, 11 on Mar 28th. 

Queen Mother Res, at least 19 on Apr 15th. 

Beddington SF, nine on Apr 16th and 20th..London Wetland Centre, ten on 
Apr 15th. Nore Hill, Chelsham 16 on Apr 18th and ten on Apr 20th. Richmond 
Park, 12 on Apr 15th and 20 on Apr 20th. 

Hyde Park, singles on Mar 27th, Apr 22nd and 25th, and Aug 23rd (DTM). 
Kensington Gdns, one on May 2nd (DJs). Regent's Park, seen on 11 dates in 
spring with a max of four on Apr 29th;. in autumn, singles were seen on five 
dates between Aug 20th and an unspecified date in Oct (ARD). 


The following records refer to birds considered by their observers to show 
characteristics of the race /eucorrhoa, known as Greenland Wheatear. 


Rainham Marshes, two on Apr 26th and three on 28th, one on May ‘st. 
Walthamstow Res, five on Apr 21st and 23rd, three on 24th, six on 26th, one 
on 30th; singles on May 1st and Sept 18th. 

Wormwood Scrubs, five on Apr 21st and one on May 12th. 

Queen Mother Res, a fem/imm on Sept 27th, and probably the same bird on 
Oct 2nd. 

Walton Res, one on May 8th. 


Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 
Status: regular passage migrant, but never common. 


A reasonably good year with about 35 individuals in spring (15 in 2005) and 
about 18 in autumn (23 in 2005). The first arrival was at Walthamstow Res on 
Mar 25th and the final bird was at the Wetland Centre on Nov 10th. 


Collier Row, a male on Apr 27th (RRG). Fairlop Waters, one on Oct 9th (SBn). 
Rainham Marshes, a pair on Apr 15th (MKD), singles on 16th (PH), 20th (MRn 
et al), and 21st (PH); two on Oct 18th (HV) and 22nd (PH), one on 28th 
(DMn). Upminster, one from Oct 12th-14th (CRJ). Walthamstow Res, a male 
on Mar 25th (MSd). Wanstead Flats, a male on Oct 12th (AMn). Warren 
Gorge, a male on Apr 8th (RBs). Wm Girling Res, one on Apr 23rd (per JFk). 
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Beech Farm GP, a male on Apr 16th (RPy). Cheshunt, a female on May 5th 
(RKm). 

Alexandra Park, two on Apr 22nd (AGr, DMI, RJW), and a female on 28th 
(JMy). Brent Res, a female on Apr 21st (RB). Isle of Dogs, a female on Apr 
16th (NT). Stoke Newington Res, singles on Oct 15th (MJP), Nov 1st (LP) and 
3rd (MJP). Vicarage Farm, a pair on Apr 22nd-23rd (RMC). Wormwood 
Scrubs, singles on Apr 11th (DJL) and Oct 27th (RNI). j 

Wraysbury GP, a female trapped on Oct 14th (RRG). 

London Wetland Centre, a male from Apr 2nd-13th (CT ef a/), a pair on 15th 
(RK) and 26th (DMk); singles on Oct 17th (DMk), Nov 8th (DWn) and 10th 
(DMk). Molesey Heath, a male on Apr 16th (SJS). Nore Hill, Chelsham, 
singles on Apr 20th and 22nd (BJT). Richmond Park, a male on Mar 31st (ML, 
NA); two on Apr 27th-28th (ML et a/); two on May 1st (per BG), singles on 3rd 
(ML, THd), 9th (ML); and Oct 27th (ML, THd). 

Hyde Park, two males on Apr 17th and one on Oct 16th (DTM). Regent's 
Park, singles on Apr 20th, Oct 4th and Nov 2nd (ARD). 


Blackbird Turdus merula 
Status: abundant resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The county summaries contain details of those sites with high breeding 
(number of territories/nests in brackets) or wintering counts. All Inner London 
records are included. 


Dagenham, Fords (20). Grays Chalk Pits (10). Ingrebourne Valley (47). 
Rainham Marshes, 35 on Dec 8th. Roding Valley (32). 

Brookmans Park, 48 on Jan 1st. Rye Meads RSPB (21), 30 on Jan 7th. 
Tottenham Marshes (18). Wormwood Scrubs (15). 

Sevenoaks WR, 52 on Jan 7th. Sutton at Hone, 45 on Jan 9th, 35 on Nov 7th. 
Beddington SF (24), 35 on July 25th. London Wetland Centre (28). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 43 on Jan 11th; 38 on Mar 15th, 20 on Nov 28th; 
one heavily leucistic male throughout the year (present since at least 
November 2005). 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 
Status: regular passage migrant and winter visitor. 


There was a build up in numbers during February and some passage during 
March, with some stragglers into mid-April; with the last bird recorded at 
South Norwood Lake on Apr 29th. After five early returners in Potters Bar on 
Oct 4th, the main passage began in late October with the peak during the first 
few days of November. This period also produced the highest single count of 
the year: 1,750 at Regent’s Park, on Nov 2nd; this passage was greater than 
last year when the maximum count was c500. Highest counts and all Inner 
London records are listed. 


Barking, c100 on Nov 2nd. Belhus Wood CP, c100 on Feb 28th. Bulphan, 152 
on Jan 20th. Gunpowder Park, 110 on Feb 17th and 800 on Nov 2nd. Harold 
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Park, 150 on Feb 5th. Hayes Hill Farm, 100 on Feb 18th and Mar 1st. 
Holyfield Hall Farm, 151 on Feb 3rd. Ingrebourne Valley, 109 on Jan 2nd. 
Orsett, 110 on Mar 7th. South Hornchurch, 150 on Jan 25th. South Weald, 
100 on Feb 6th. Stubbers OPC, 237 on Dec 28th. Thames Chase, Upminster, 
152 on Jan 3rd and 150 on Mar 22nd. 

Abbots Langley, 119 on Mar 11th. Beech Farm, c150 on Jan 22nd and c130 
on Dec 27th. Brookmans Park, 125+ on Jan 1st and 300+ on Feb 19th. 
Haberdashers Girls School, c200 on Jan 9th. North Mymmes Park, 400+ on 
Nov 8th. Prae Wood, 150+ on Mar 24th and c150 on Apr 1st. Radlett, c150 
on Jan 15th. Rye Meads RSPB, c100 on Nov 4th. Tyttenhanger GP, 110 on 
Jan 25th, c200 on Feb 20th and c190 on Nov 2nd. Waterend, 125+ on Jan 
1st and 300+ on Feb 19th. 

Alexandra Park, 184 on Nov 1st and 645 on Nov 2nd. KGVI Res, 100 on Feb 
11th. Kempton NR, 110 on Feb 13th. Osterley Park, 300+ on Feb 28th and 
c450 on Mar 4th. Ruislip, c450 on Jan 2nd. Staines Moor, c200 on Feb 2nd 
and c200 on Mar 9th. Stoke Newington Res, 171 on Nov 3rd and 292 on Nov 
10th. Tottenham Marsh, 146 on Nov 2nd. Wormwood Scrubs, c550 on Nov 
2nd and c150 on Nov 10th. 

Langley Park, 300+ on Feb 3rd. Wraysbury GP, c130 on Dec 27th. 

River Darent, c220 on Feb 11th. 

Canons Farm, Banstead, 410 on Jan 8th and 180 on Feb 5th. London 
Wetland Centre, 345 on Nov 1st, c200 on 2nd, 1205 on 3rd, 157 on Sth and 
448 on 10th. Richmond Park, 108 on Nov 2nd, 120 on 3rd and 120 on 10th. 
Treveraux area, c300 on Feb 23rd. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, two on Jan 12th; one on Mar 17th; 47 on Oct 
30th and 156 on Nov 2nd (DTM). Paddington Green, two on Feb 11th; one on 
Oct 29th and 283 on Nov 2nd (DTM). Regent’s Park, peaks of 107 on Feb 8th; 
16 on Oct 30th; 1,750 on.Nov 2nd and 635 on 3rd (ARD). Westbourne Grove, 
c50 on Oct 30th (DJL). 


Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 
Status: common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


At least 433 territories/singing males were recorded this season. The largest 
concentrations of territories in each county are shown below, (numbers in 
brackets). Other high counts, evidence of migration and Inner London records 
are also given. 


At least 192 territories/singing males recorded from 46 sites. Ingrebourne 
Valley (22). Orsett, c200 on Nov 6th. Rainham Marshes NR, 36 on Oct 18th. 
Roding Valley Park (14). Thorndon Park (12). Weald Park (12). 

At least 100 territories/singing males recorded from 23 sites. Bedmond (11). 
Bricket Wood area (22+). Garston (15-19). Rye Meads RSPB (11). 
Whippendale (10). 

At least 41 territories/singing males recorded from eight sites. Tottenham 
Marsh (c10). Wormwood Scrubs (10). 

At least 100 territories/singing males recorded from 17 sites. Beddington SF 
(11, 10 in 2005). Bookham Common (10). Ham Lands (22). London Wetland 
Centre, 55 on Nov 10th. Molesey Heath (17). Richmond Park (19). 
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In Lond Hyde Park (5+), five on Oct 11th and 30th. Regent’s Park, 74 on Oct 17th. 
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The count of 74 at Regent’s Park on Oct 17th was a site record and was 
considered to be continental birds on passage. ~ 


Redwing Turdus iliacus 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


There were 39 groups/counts of 100+ recorded between Jan and Mar (similar 
to the 36 last year). March saw the departure of the vast majority of birds, with 
only about 25 records for April; the last bird was on Apr 19th at Brent Res. 


The first records of returning birds were on Oct 9th from four sites and 
heralded a large passage of birds during the latter part of the month. This 
peaked on Oct 26th and included counts of 1,500+ at Garston and 1,980 at 
Tottenham Marsh. There was another movement in early November, peaking 
on Nov 2nd which included a count of c1,150 at Alexandra Park. This was a 
larger passage than in 2005 when the peak count was 588 at R. Hogsmill on 
Nov 9th. Peak counts of 100 or more are shown below along with all Inner 
London records. 


Bedfords Park, c100 on Feb 11th. Gunpowder Park, c100 on Nov 2nd. Harold 
Hill, C100 on Feb 1st. Hillyfields OS, c100 on Mar 18th. Ingrebourne Valley, 
210 on Oct 26th. South Weald, c100 on Feb 1st, 170 on Feb 3rd. Weald Park, 
c100 on Mar 8th. 

Aldenham Res, c100 on Jan 12th. Borehamwood, c500 on Oct 26th flying 
over at the rate of 100 per hour. Brookmans Park, c100 on Feb 13th, c175 on 
Feb 19th; c100 on Mar 16th and 170 over on Oct 26th. Cassiobury Park, c100 
on Jan 23rd. Garston, 1,500+ over on Oct 26th. Hoddesdonpark Wood, c300 
on Feb 4th. North Mymms Park, c150 on Jan 2nd and c140 over on Oct 28th. 
Northaw Great Wood, c500 on Jan 7th. Rye Meads RSPB, 223 on Nov 4th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, c120 on Mar 19th. Waterend, 175+ on Feb 19th; c100 on 
Mar 16th; 170 on Oct 26th and 100+ Dec 28th. Watford, 460+ over on Oct 
26th. 

Alexandra Park, 282 on Oct 26th and c1150 on Nov 2nd. Lake Farm, 561 on 
Oct 26th. Osterley Park, c350 on Feb 28th. Pinner, c100 on Jan 12th. Stoke 
Newington Res, 143 on Oct 26th. Tottenham Marsh, 100+ on Oct 17th, 
c1,980 on Oct 26th and 460 on Nov 2nd. Wormwood Scrubs, 100+ on Mar 
29th and 350 on Nov 2nd. 

Beckenham Place Park, 100+ on Mar 12th. Godden Green, Sevenoaks, c100 
on Mar 26th. 

Cannons Farm, Banstead, 160 on Jan 14th. Hersham, 350+ on Jan 1st. Hook, 
c100 on Feb 2nd. Horton CP, c200—300 between Jan 12th-31st. London 
Wetland Centre, c100 on Jan 20th; 102 on Feb 3rd, 121 on 4th, 142 on Sth, 
c130 on 23rd, c200 on 26th; 590 Oct 26th and 135 on Nov 16th. Peckham, 
100+ on Mar 29th. QEII Res, 430 on Oct 26th. R. Hogsmill (Riverside OS), 
165 on Mar 9th. Richmond Park, 100+ on Mar 7th and 24th; c100 on Nov 2nd. 
Treveraux area, 125 on Mar 14th. Walton Res, 120 on Nov 3rd. 
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Green Park, 10 on Oct 26th. Horse Guards Parade, eight flew over on Nov 
2nd. Hyde Park, 36 on Jan 12th; two on Mar 7th, 27 on 14th, ten between 
14th-18th, three on 24th, 56 on 27th; 12 on Nov 2nd. Paddington Green, eight 
on Oct 31st and 227 on Nov 2nd. Regent's Park, 26 on Jan 1st; one on Mar 
23rd; 30 on Oct 12th, 250 on 15th and 260 on Nov 2nd. St James’s Park, 15 
on Oct 17th and 53 on 26th. Surrey Docks, 15 on Jan 14th and one on Apr 
18th. 


Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


There were about 159 territories/pairs at 61 sites recorded this year. Counts 
of territories above two (numbers in brackets), peak counts of 10 or more and 
Inner London records are given below. 


Barking Park (3). Bedfords Park (4). Ingrebourne Valley (3), 18 on Oct 9th. 
Mayesbrook Park (3). Orsett, 42 on Aug 14th. Rainham Marshes NR (3), 11 
on July 30th; 25 on Aug 12th and 15 on Sept 18th. South Park, Ilford (3). 
Valentines Park (4). Wanstead Flats (7). Weald Park (7). 

Amwell GP, 15 on Sept 9th. Bricket Wood area (15-18), 24 on Aug 30th. 
Cassiobury Park, 35 on Aug 22nd. Garston (7-9). Hatfield Park, 11 on Aug 
20th. Letchmore Heath (3). Tyttennanger GP, 21 on Aug 27th. 

Alexandra Park (4). Hampton Court Park, 12 on Nov 19th. Stoke Newington 
Res, 25 on Sept 15th. 

Sevenoaks WR, 11 on Feb 11th. 

Arbrook Common (3). Esher Common (3). London Wetland Centre, 19 on 
Sept 23rd; 13 on Oct 27th and 14 on Nov 11th. Richmond Park, 14 on Sept 
12th. Rushett Farm, 12 on Oct 27th. Wimbledon Common (22). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns (5), 10 on Jan 9th; 11 on Mar 10th; 13 on July 
27th; 18 on Aug 23rd and 20 on Oct 5th. Paddington Green, two on Oct 8th. 


American Robin Turdus migratorius 
Status: rare passage migrant. 


Peckham, one from January to Mar 28th (ISk per ASMS et a/). 


Two reports were received from residents in Peckham of an American Robin 
in gardens in January, however in both cases the sightings could not be 
confirmed as the bird was not seen subsequently. In March, another resident 
took some photographs and sent them to the RSPB who released the news 
on Mar 27th. Four fortunate birders saw the bird on Mar 28th at dawn which 
was the last confirmed sighting. This was the first record for the London Area 
(21st in Great Britain) and was accepted by the British Birds Rarities 
Committee. 
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Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 
Status: scarce migrant, winter visitor and increasing breeder. 


Territorial males are listed below (numbers in brackets) along with a summary 
of all other records. 


Creekside Park (1). Grays Chalk Pits (1-2). Hornchurch CP (2). Ingrebourne 
Valley (22). Rainham Marshes NR (2). Warren Gorge (1-2). 

Amwell GP (1, four young fledged). Cheshunt GP, one from Oct-Dec. Rye 
Meads RSPB, one on Feb 2nd. 

Bedfont Lakes, one on Nov 25th-26th. 

Wraysbury (1), singles trapped in July and Sept. 

London Wetland Centre, one on Jan 18th. 


This species has undergone a dramatic population increase in London, | 
particularly in Essex where the number of territories has more than doubled 
to 29-31 from 11 last year. Elsewhere, there was just one breeding pair and 
one other territory. Surprisingly, it was seen at fewer sites this year — 12 
compared to 18 in 2005. 


Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 
Status: scarce passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


Territorial males are listed below (numbers in brackets) along with a summary 
of all other records. | 


Bedfords Park (1). Ingrebourne Valley (1). Rainham Marshes (1). Tylers 
Common (4). 

Croxley Moor (3). Hilfield Park Res, one on Oct 22nd (ABk, JFe). Rye Meads 
RSPB, one on Apr 26th (RMRG). West End, Essendonbury, one on May 28th 
(KS). 

Brent Res, one on Apr 15th (ISE). Denham CP, one Apr 22nd (MRo). Rammey 
Marsh (1). Totteridge Valley (1). Wormwood Scrubs, one on Sept 14th (FC). 
Wraysbury GP (1). 

London Wetland Centre, one on May 1st (DMk). Richmond Park (1), two 
singing on Apr 15th (ML). 


Around 14 territories this year compared to 21 in 2005. With sites that are less 
well covered it can be difficult to tell if singing birds are migrants or are on 
territory as few records are received. 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Status: common and widespread migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


At least 178 territories this year, compared to 280 in 2005, however, there was 
no count from one of the main sites this year - Rainham Marshes, as well no 
records from several other sites where they were reported last year. 


Numbers of territories or singing males are given in brackets below along with 
other records. 
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Barking Park (1). Cornmill Meadows (1). Dagenham, Fords (2). Fairlop 
Waters (2). Hall Marsh (2). Ingrebourne Valley (12). Netherhall GP (1). 
Rainham Marshes NR, 14 on Apr 22nd. Walthamstow Res, 22 on Apr 23rd. 
Warren Gorge (2). West Thurrock Marshes (1). 

Amwell GP, six on Apr 20th. Cheshunt GP (24). Panshanger Park (3). Rye 
Meads RSPB (72). Stocker’s Lake (6). The Grove, Watford (1). Troy Mill GP 
(1). Tyttenhanger GP (2). 

Brent Res (10). Staines Moor (2). Stanwell Moor (2-3). Stoke Newington Res 
(1). Tottenham Marsh (16). 

Wraysbury GP, 15 trapped in autumn. 

Beddington SF (4). Hersham GP (3). London Wetland Centre (6). Molesey 
Heath (present on CBC). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one on Apr 18th and 21st, one on Aug 22nd. 
Regent’s Park, one held territory between Apr 19th-30th; singles on May 5th, 
Aug 23rd and Sept 1st. Tower Hill, one singing on Apr 30th. 


Reed Warbler ae Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer 
visitor. 


At least 600 singing males/territories reported this year although this figure 
would be much higher if the large population at Rainham Marshes had been 
counted. Recent habitat creation has clearly benefited this reed specialist, e.g 
at the Wetland Centre there was an increase from 20 territories in 2005 to 93 
this year. 


Numbers of territories or singing males are given in brackets below along with 
other records. 


Belhus Woods CP (11). Dagenham, Fords (41). Fairlop Waters (2). Grays 
Chalk Pits (2). Ingrebourne Valley (86). Lion Gorge, Chafford Hundred (2). 
Netherhall GP (1). Rainham Marshes NR (9+). Walthamstow Res (28). 
Warley CP (2). Warren Gorge (15). Weald Park (14). West Thurrock Marshes 
(2). 

Amwell GP (2-3), Beech Farm GP (1-3). Cheshunt GPs (102). Gorhambury, 
(2). Otterspool (1). Panshanger Park (1). Rye Meads RSPB (83). Stocker’s 
Lake (2). Tyttenhanger GP (1-2). Watford (1). Watford Link Road (2). 

Brent Res (25). Kempton NR (2). Potters Bar (2). Staines Moor (2). Stoke 
Newington Res (10+). The Paddock LNR (2). Tottenham Marsh (7). 

Thorney CP (4). Wraysbury GP, 28 trapped between July-Sept. 

Chipstead Lake (1). Crossness LNR, 15 on July 11th. Sevenoaks WR, five in 
May. 

Beddington SF (23): Esher Common (present on CBC). Heavers Meadow, 
(1). Hersham GP (1). London Wetland Centre (93). Molesey GP (5). Molesey 
Heath (2). Morden Hall Park (1). R. Wandle, Bennetts Hole (1). Richmond 
Park (2-3). South Norwood CP (1). Thorpe Water Park, eight on May 13th. 
Walton Res (4). 

Camley Street Natural Park (1-2). Kensington Gardens (1). Regent's Park (up 
to 6). St James’s Park (1). Surrey Docks (3). 
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Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 
Status: a very rare breeding species and a scarce passage migrant and winter 
visitor. 


Ingrebourne Valley, one from Jan 2nd-25th (DMn et a/). Rainham, two in Nov- 
Dec (DMn). Rainham Marshes NR, a female from 2005 to Feb 18th (mo) and 
a male on Feb 24th (DMn). West Thurrock Marshes, one on Feb 12th (PH). 
Essendon, one on Jan 1st (AD, GK). Tyttennanger GP, one on Feb 11th (GK 
et al). 

Bushy Park, singles on Mar 1st and Dec 14th (DHo). Minet CP, one on Jan 
22nd (MMM). 

Site A, three in Jan and two in June. 

Beddington SF one from Jan 15th—Feb 19th (JPA et a/). Richmond Park, 1-2 
from Jan 15th-Feb 13th, one on July 15th, 1-2 from Oct 24th-Dec 28th (mo). 


No change of status this year with still the one breeding pair. A lack of suitable 
breeding habitat is probably limiting this species’ colonisation in London. — 


Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 
Status: rare visitor 


East India Dock Basin, one from Sept 25th-26th (AMn et a/). 


The eighth record for London and the first since one at Sewardstone in 2003. 
This bird was seen by many observers during its two day stay although it was 
typically elusive at times. 


Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 
Status: widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


At least 120 singing birds/territories reported this year compared to 107 in 
2005. There were also a large number of passage birds reported. 


Details of singing males/territiories where more than one (number in brackets) 
and other counts are given. 


Dagenham Chase (4). Fairlop Waters (2). Holyfield Lake (5). Ingrebourne 
Valley (6). Little Warley Common (2). Netherhall GP (2). Rainham Marshes 
NR (2). Roding Valley Park (8). Upshire (3). West Thurrock Marshes (2). 
Abbots Langley (2). Essendon (1—3). Garston (1—2). Radlett (4). Rye Meads 
RSPB (7). Tyttenhanger GP (2). 

Brent Res (5). Hounslow Heath (10). Kempton NR (2). The Paddock LNR (2). 
Tottenham Marsh (5). Wormwood Scrubs (c2), ten on Aug 10th. 

Wraysbury GP, 43 trapped between July-Sept. 

Island Barn Res (3). London Wetland Centre (2). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Garden, one on Apr 20th, two on May 4th and four 
singles in autumn. Regent's Park, up to three recorded on eight dates 
between Aug 22nd and Sept 5th. 
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Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer 
visitor. 


Details of singing males/territiories where five or more (number in brackets) 
and other counts are given below. 


Dagenham, Fords (17). Ingrebourne Valley (130). Mollands Lane GP (9). 
Orsett (13). Orsett Fen (8). Rainham Marshes NR, 20 in Aug. Roding Valley 
Park (36). Walthamstow Res (10). West Thurrock Marshes, ten in Apr. 
Beech Farm, 24 on June 18th. Bricket Wood Area (7-8). Chiswell Green (9). 
Cole Green, 10 on June 9th. Croxley Moor, 11 on Apr 21st. Essendon, 11 in 
May. North Mymms Park, 12 in Aug. Rye Meads RSPB (35). Tyttenhanger 
GP, 15 in Apr. 

Brent Res (17). Kempton NR, 15 in Aug. Lake Farm, 13 in June. Ruislip (5). 
Tottenham Marsh (21), 45 in May. Wormwood Scrubs (16). Yeading Brook 
Meadows (9). | 

Wraysbury GP, 146 trapped between July-Sept. 

Banstead Down (9). Beddington SF (56). Elmbridge Leisure Centre (7). Island 
Barn Res (9). Molesey Heath (26). Princes Coverts (5). Richmond Park (5). 
South Norwood CP (16). Trevereux Area (8). Walton Res (6). Wimbledon 
Common (38). 

Camley Street NP, two on Apr 24th. Deptford Bridge, one on Apr 27th. Hyde 
Park/Kensington Gdns, singles on six dates between Apr-Sept. Regent’s 
Park, a male present between Apr 22nd-30th with a female in the same area 
on June 18th; in autumn up to three between Aug 8th-Sept 9th. St James’s 
Park, one on Sept 26th. Surrey Docks, one on May 7th. 


Five sites held over 30 territories compared to seven in 2005 although some 
of those sites did not submit counts this year. The highest number was again 
in the Ingrebourne Valley with 130 (136 last year). The breeding population at 
Beddington has been steadily declining in the last couple of years from 72 
territories in 2004 to 56 this year. 


Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 
Status: widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


Details of singing males/territiories where more than one (numbers in 
brackets) and other counts are given. 


Epping Forest (6). Holyfield Hall Farm (9). Hooks Marsh (3). Ingrebourne 
Valley (2). Little Warley Common (3). Ongar Park Wood (5). Thorndon Park 
(2). Weald Park, four in May. 

Cheshunt GPs (5). North Mymms Park (7). Rye Meads RSPB (23). Stocker's 
Lake (2+). 

Bentley Priory (2). Brent Res (2). Queen Mary GP, one on 21st Oct. Ruislip 
Woods (23). Staines Moor (2). Tottenham Marsh (2). 

Wraysbury GP, 68 trapped between July-September. 

Castle Lake, Lullingstone (2). Sevenoaks WR, seven on Apr 29th. 
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Banstead Down (2). Bookham Common (4). Molesey Heath (2). Princes 
Coverts (2). Wimbledon Common (23). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens (1), two on Aug 22nd. Regent's Park, three in 
spring; in autumn birds were seen on 14 dates involving at least 30 birds, with 
six present on Aug 15th. 


There were some good territorial counts this year with three sites all having 
23 singing males: Ruislip Woods, Rye Meads and Wimbledon Common. 


Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
Status: common summer visitor and passage migrant, increasingly common 
and widespread in winter. 


There were far fewer wintering birds reported this year, with 40 in February 
and 20 in December compared to last year when there were 78 and 64, 
respectively. The highest breeding count was from Wimbledon Common 
where there were at least 100 territories (24 in 2005). 


The table below shows the number of wintering birds reported. 
Jan Feb Nov Dec 


Essex 2 1 2. 6 
Herts AO» AN 4 2 
Middx 8 10 - | 
Bucks - : - 1 
Kent 2 2 . - 
Surrey 222 Ai red 
In Lond - - - - 
Totals 0) 4 0) 


Counts of singing males/territories above five (numbers in brackets) and a 
selection of other records are given below. 


Beechet Woods, Epping Forest (9). Belhus Woods CP (8). Connaught Water 
(6). Curtiss Mill Green (7). Dagenham, Fords (9). Hangmans Wood (6). 
Holyfield Hall Farm (6). Holyfield Lake (18). Hooks Marsh (9). Ingrebourne 
Valley (35). Ongar Park Wood (10). Rainham Marshes NR (7), 15 in Sept. 
Roding Valley Meadows (8). Roding Valley Park (31). Walthamstow Res (11). 
Abbots Langley (6). Aldenham Res (6-7). Brookmans Park, 15 in Apr. 
Cheshunt GPs (22). Garston (13). Maple Lodge NR (10). North Mymms Park, 
14 in May. Rye Meads RSPB (32), 50 on Apr 15th and 22nd. Stocker’s Lake 
(6). 

Alexandra Park (12+). Brent Res (18). The Paddock LNR (11). Tottenham 
Marsh (17). Wormwood Scrubs (8), 20 on Apr 14th. 

Wraysbury GP, 403 trapped between July-Oct. 

Castle Lake, Lullingstone (7). Sevenoaks WR, 27 on Apr 22nd. 

Arbrook Common (6). Barwell Court Farm (7). Beddington SF (13). Elmbridge 
Leisure Centre (7). Horton CP (7). Island Barn Res (9). London Wetland 
Centre (13). Molesey Heath (17). Richmond Park (15). Wimbledon Common 
(100+). 
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In Lond Battersea Park, one on Apr 14th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 12 on Apr 
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24th, eight on Aug 22nd, one on Nov 4th and 9th. Lincoln’s Inn Fields WC2, 
one on Apr 20th. Regent's Park (12), 18 on Aug 18th, several birds seen 
during the winter months. St James’s Park one on Apr 18th. Surrey Docks (4). 


Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Status: scarce passage migrant and former breeding summer visitor. 


One singing at Long Running in Epping Forest was the first male to establish 
a territory in London since 1998, however it did not attract a female. There 
were 11 other migrants in spring and four in autumn. 


Dagenham Chase, one singing on Apr 25th (PD). Long Running, one territorial 
male from May-June (PLt et a/). Warren Gorge, one on Aug 29th (RBs). 
Wormley Wood, one singing on Apr 14th (IBd). 

Bayhurst Wood, one on Apr 21st (MSn). Brent Res, one on Apr 27th (ASMS). 
Bushy Park, one on Aug 16th (PGg). Ruislip, one singing on Apr 23rd (JE). 
Totteridge Valley, one on Apr 20th (DWr). 

Sevenoaks WR, one on Apr 20th (PT). 

Banstead Heath, one singing on May 1st (SUW). London Wetland Centre, one 
on Aug 26th (Al). Selsdon Wood, one singing on May 7th (LG). Wimbledon 
Common, one singing on May 3rd (DWs). 

Kensington Gardens, one singing on Apr 24th (DTM). Regent’s Park one on 
Aug 16th (ARD). 


It is still a red letter day for local patch watchers when they find a singing 
Wood Warbler, as evidenced by the one at Brent Res which was the first there 
since 1961. 


Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer 
visitor; increasingly widespread in winter. 


There were breeding losses and gains reported this year, for example there 
were only five singing at Limpsfield Chart compared to 11 in 2005 but four at 
Beddington SF compared to just one last year. There were fewer wintering in 
all four months compared to 2005. 


The following table shows the approximate number of birds wintering in 
London. 


Jan Feb Nov Dec 


Essex 12 TA ema Ko 
Herts 11 8 8 9 
Middx 10 5 4 | 
Bucks 6 - 5 5 
Kent g) 3 - 2 
Surrey Teenie SANA eNO 
In Lond 1 1 1 1 
Totals SOR role 4 Onn 
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Details of singing males/territories where five or more (number in brackets) 
and other counts are given below. 


Bedfords Park, ten on Sept 7th. Belhus Woods CP (5). Curtiss Mill Green (8). 
Dagenham Chase (5). Holyfield Lake (13). Hooks Marsh (6). Ingrebourne 
Valley (18). Netherhall GP (5). Roding Valley Meadows (5). Roding Valley 
Park (6). Sewardstone Marsh (5). Walthamstow Res (5), ten on Aug 21st. 
Wanstead Park (16). 

Amwell GP (4-5). Bricket Wood Area (12-13). Croxley Moor (9). Essendon, 
11 in Sept. Garston (6). North Mymms Park, ten in Sept. Rye Meads RSPB 
(19), 50 on Aug 26th, seven in Jan and Dec. Seventy Acres Lake (12). 
Brent Res, 22 on Aug 26th. Kempton NR, 10 on Sept 5th. Ruislip Woods (39). 
Stoke Newington Res, 20 on Sept 8th. Wormwood Scrubs, 20 on Sept 11th. 
Wraysbury GP, 292 trapped between July-Oct. 

Sevenoaks WR, ten in Apr and 12 on Aug 30th. Sutton at Hone, 11 on Mar 
30th. 

Arbrook Common (6). Banstead Wood (8). Barwell Court Farm (6). Horton CP 
(6). Limpsfield Chart (5). London Wetland Centre, 11 on Apr 3rd, 28 on Sept 
3rd and 43 on Oct 1st. Molesey Heath (9). Wimbledon Common (60). 
Battersea Park, two on Apr 14th. Broadley Street NW8, one on Feb 17th. 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, max of 13 on Sept 26th. Paddington Green 
W2, one on Oct 19th. Regent's Park (4 territories but breeding only 
confirmed from one), max of 20 in autumn. St James's Park, two in spring 
and one in autumn. Surrey Docks, one in Jan, Mar and Apr. Victoria Park, 
one on Mar 26th. ; 


Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer 
visitor. 


Many sites continue to report declines in territories, e.g. two at Brent Res this 
year (six in 2005) and three at Bookham Common (eight in 2005), although 
this wasn't a consistent pattern as some sites remained the same or even had 
slight increases. However, the overall trend is downwards. 


Details of singing males/territitories where two or more (number in brackets) 
and counts above five are given below. 


Bedfords Park, eight on Aug 25th. Beechet Woods (2). Belhus Woods CP (2). 
Dagenham Chase (9). Fairlop Waters (9). Holyfield Hall Farm (2). Holyfield 
Lake (9), 30 on Apr 18th. Hooks Marsh (2). Ingrebourne Valley (9), 20 in Apr. 
Netherhall GP (3). Rainham Marshes NR, 12 on Aug 22nd. Roding Valley 
Park (4). Tylers Common, eight on Apr 24th. Walthamstow Marsh (3). 
Walthamstow Res, ten in Aug 18th. Warley CP (10). Weald Park, 20 on Aug 
21st. West Thurrock Marshes (2). 

Aldenham Res (6-7). Amwell GP (3+). Beech Farm GP, 10+ on May 19th. 
Bowyer’s GP (3). Bricket Wood area (4). Croxley Moor (8). Hilfield Park Res 
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(5). Jersey Farm (8). North Mymms Park, six on Sept 4th. Rye Meads RSPB 
(7), 25 on Aug 9th. Tyttenhanger GP, six on Apr 23rd. 

Brent Res (2). Bushy Park, ten on Sept 1st. Kempton NR (2). Ruislip Common 
(5). Staines Moor (5). Stanmore CP (2). Stanwell Moor (2). Stoke Newington 
Res, 15 on Sept Sth. Tottenham Marsh (3). Totteridge Valley (2). Wormwood 
Scrubs, 30 on Apr 17th. 

Wraysbury GP, 54 trapped between July-Sept. 

Chipstead Lake, five on Apr 2nd. Sevenoaks WR, seven on Apr 5th. 
Banstead Down (6). Beddington SF, 11 on Apr 18th. Bookham Common (3). 
Epsom Common (5). Headley Heath, six on May 13th. Horton CP (2). 
Limpsfield Chart (8). London Wetland Centre, 22 on Apr 10th. Princes 
Coverts (2). Wandsworth Common, eight on Apr 9th. Wilderness Island NR, 
six on Apr 11th. Wimbledon Common (5), ten on Aug 21st. 

Green Park, one on July 28th. Hyde Park/ Kensington Gdns, max of seven on 
Apr 20th and 15 on Aug 25th. Regent's Park, at least 25 on Aug 22nd and 
27th. Southbank, one on Apr 26th. St James’s Park, singles on Apr 7th, 12th 
and 18th. Surrey Docks, one on Apr 18th. 


Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
Status: breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


At least 158 territories were noted this year. Numbers in late autumn/early 
winter were lower than last year with a maximum count of about 20 at 
Hatfield Park compared to 70 in Hainault Forest last year. Details of singing 
males/ territories where more than two (number in brackets) and peak 
counts of ten and above are given, also a summary of Inner London 
records. 


Bedfords Park, 10 on Nov 7th and 22nd. Great Warley, 16 on Oct 18th. Ongar 
Park Wood (4). 

Bottom Wood, Maple Cross (5+), 10 on Apr 17th. Bricket Wood area (16-19). 
Garston (12-15). Hatfield Park, c20 on Dec 10th. Hunton Bridge (4). 
Langleybury (3). Letchmore Heath (3-4). North Watford (2-3). Rye Meads 
RSPB, 10 on Nov 11th. Wall Hall, Aldenham (3). Watford (4 around town). 
Whippendell Woods (18 territories in wood plus three in nearby woods). 
Alexandra Park (3-6). Brent Res (4). Bushy Park (2-3). Stoke Newington 
(3+). Stoke Newington Res, autumn peak of 15 on Oct 13th. 

Wraysbury GP, 10 trapped on Oct 14th. 

Many records of small numbers throughout the year and single territories, 
especially from Chipstead Lake and Sevenoaks WR. 

Banstead Wood, 10 on Jan 28th. Esher Common, 12 on Dec 21st. London 
Wetland Centre (c4), 13 on Oct 22nd. Purley Beeches (5). Richmond Park 
(c5). Sanderstead area (7). Wimbledon Common (29), c15 on Oct 17th. 
Green Park, two on Sept 19th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 15+ on Oct 1st. 
Regent's Park (8+), 16 on Oct 13th. 
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Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 
Status: scarce passage migrant and winter visitor; rare breeder. 


There were two breeding territories this year: one in Essex and one in Herts, 
a big improvement following the blank year in 2005, although the Herts bird 
did not stay beyond early May. All other records are given below. 


Aldborough Hatch, one on Oct 17th. Broadfields Farm, one on Dec Qth. 
Chafford Gorges EWT, one on Dec 26th. Great Warley, five on Jan 2nd, then 
1-2 until Mar 21st, singles on Sept 24th and Oct 18th, two on Oct 24th and 
Nov 3rd, then up to five from Nov 19th to the year end. Gunpowder Park, one 
on Jan 18th and 31st. Sewardstone Marsh, three on Jan 5th. Stratford, one 
on Dec 1st. Valentines Park, one on Oct 15th. Warley Gap, one on Nov 4th. 
Warley Place NR, up to two from Jan 11th-20th and up to three between Oct 
18th-Dec 24th. Wintry Wood, one on Apr 25th. 

Rye Meads RSPB, singles on May 5th and Oct 29th. 

Bentley Priory, one on Dec 28th. Totteridge Valley, two on Dec 16th with one 
on 17th. Trent Park, one on Mar 30th. i 
Oxleas Wood, one on Sept 29th. R. Pool Linear Park, one on Jan 1st and 
22nd. Westerham, one on Sept 17th. 

Bookham Common, one between Nov 27th-Dec 17th with two on Dec 12th. 
Limpsfield Chart, one on Oct 9th. Park Hill Rec Ground, Croydon, singles on 
Jan 29th and Dec 26th. Wimbledon Common, one in an adjacent garden on 
Nov 19th. 

Regent's Park, one on Nov 8th (ARD). 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa Striata 
Status: declining breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


There were 19 territories, similar to the previous year and again a light spring 
passage with the earliest on Apr 29th. The autumn migration was much 
better, with the latest on Oct 3rd. All breeding records (number of territories in 
brackets) are given along with counts of four or more migrants and all Inner 
London records. 


Bedfords Park (1), max of ten on Aug 10th and six on Sept 16th. Epping 
Upland (1). Grange Waters (1). Great Warley (1). Hangmans Wood (1). Pyle 
Nest Lane, Epping Forest (1). Stapleford Tawney (1). Weald Park, four on 
Aug 19th. 

Amwell GP, a family of five on Aug 13th. Colney Heath, five on Aug 16th. 
Croxley Green (1). Letchmore Heath (1). North Mymms Park, max of six on 
Sept 4th. Tyttenhanger GP (1). 

Bushy Park (1), 15-20 on Aug 31st and up to seven on Sept 1st and 2nd. 
Park Farm, Enfield, five on Aug 26th. Totteridge Valley (1), ten on Aug 
28th. Trent Park, five on Aug 21st. Wormwood Scrubs, max of nine on 
Aug 25th. 

Richmond Park (4). Wandsworth Common (1), four on Aug 10th. 
Wimbledon Common (1—first evidence of possible breeding since 1992), 
11 on Sept 1st. 
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Bishopsgate EC2, one on June 4th, Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, two on May 
12th; one on June 13th; two on Aug 22nd, singles on 24th and 25th, seven on 
26th, 13+ on 27th; five on Sept Sth, three on 6th and one on 26th. Regent’s 
Park, one on Aug 16th, five on Sept Sth and one on Oct 3rd. 


Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers. 


About 24 birds were seen this year compared to 19 in 2005. There was an 
above average showing in spring, with 11 birds recorded in a four day period 
from April 17th-20th. 


Bedfords Park, one from Aug 24th-26th and one on Sept 16th (CR4J). 
Broadfields Farm, a male on Apr 19th (per BG). Fairlop Waters, a male from 
Apr 8th-10th (CLn et a/). Orsett Churchyard, one on Sept 6th (RBs). Rainham 
Marshes, one on Sept 6th (HV). Sewardstone Marsh, a male on Apr 20th 
(MSd). Weald Park, one on Aug 21st (CRJ). 

Hampstead Heath, a male on Apr 20th (JPr, MSw). Staines Moor/Stanwell 
Moor, a female on Apr 23rd (mo). Trent Park, one on Aug 21st (DPL). 
Wormwood Scrubs, males on Apr 18th-19th (DJL, RNI) and Aug 15th (DJL). 
Iver, one on Apr 17th (CL). 

Brockley Cemetery, two on Apr 18th (nee) Sevenoaks WR, a male from Apr 
17th-19th (MC, PLT). 

Norbury, a male on Apr 17th (MN). Tooting Common, a male on Apr 17th 
(PDW). Wandsworth Common, singles on Aug 10th and 26th (PDW). 
Kensington Gdns, males on Apr 15th and 19th (DTM). Regent's Park one on 
Sept 9th (ARD). 


Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor, very rare breeder. 


There were no breeding season records again this year. All records are given. 


Rainham Marshes, two on Jan 3rd and 15th; one on Mar 9th; two on Sept 2nd 
with one on 3rd; one on Oct 30th; one on Nov 4th with a pair on 5th and one 
on 11th; one on Dec 2nd, two on 9th and four on 10th (mo). 

Horton GP, a pair on Nov 7th (CDRH). 

Kingston-upon-Thames, seven flew over on Oct 14th (NSB). London Wetland 
Centre, a male on Apr 2nd (DMk, CT), two on Oct 30th (DMk) and one on Nov 
7th (JGd). 


The flock of seven which flew over the shopping centre in Kingston-upon- 
Thames calling on Oct 14th heading towards the Thames, must have been an 
extraordinary sighting. The last breeding record was in 2003 and despite the 
number of records at Rainham Marshes, none were in the breeding season. 
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Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 
Status: common and widespread breeding resident. 





Breeding records of four or more pairs (number in brackets) are given along 
with peak counts of 20 plus. All Inner London records are given. 


Aldborough Hatch, 30 on Oct 17th. Beckton, 20 on Jan 7th. Bury Wood, 
Epping Forest, 30 on Jan 23rd. Cornmill Meadows, 30 on Sept 3rd. 
Ingrebourne Valley (14), 22 on Oct 29th. Lion Gorge, Chafford Hundred (6). 
Ongar Park Wood (5). Rainham Marshes, 22 on Nov 8th. 

Beech Farm GP, 25 on Dec 19th. Bricket Wood area (19). Cheshunt GP, 30 
on Mar 24th. Garston (9). Hilfield Park Res, 20 on Jan 8th and 30 on Oct 29th. 
North Mymms Park, 20+ on Aug 26th. Rye Meads RSPB (15), 30 on Feb 
11th, Aug 9th and Sept 23rd. Tyttenhanger GP, 20 on Jan 7th, 14th and Feb. 
Ath. 

Brent Res, 20+ on Oct 8th. Lake Farm, 31 on Oct 17th. Park Farm, Enfield, 
29 on Aug 19th. Wormwood Scrubs, 40 on Sept 12th. 

Wraysbury GP, 28 trapped during August and September. 

Sutton at Hone, 22 on Dec 28th. 

Beddington SF, 22 on July 23rd. Cannon Hill Common, c20 on Sept 12th. 
London Wetland Centre (4), up to 37 in Aug, up to 43 in Sept, up to 31 in Oct, 
up to 42 in Nov and 38 on Dec 3rd. Raeburn OS, Surbiton, c25 on Aug 4th. 
Richmond Park (18). West End Common, 26 on Feb 9th. Wimbledon 
Common (c50), 50 on Nov 7th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 36 on Jan 19th, 20+ on Mar 7th, 30+ on Sept 
12th, 40+ on Oct 5th and 50+ on Nov 28th. Lambeth Palace area, six on Sept 
27th and 10 on Dec 5th. Regent’s Park (11+), 95+ in three flocks on Sept 5th. 
St James's Park, present all year. Victoria Park, two on Jan 26th. 
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Marsh Tit Poecile palustris 
Status: localised and declining breeding resident and scarce winter visitor. 


There were 19 pairs/territories reported this year compared to about 12 in 
2005. All records are given (number of breeding pairs in brackets) for Essex, 
Middx and Kent with records for Herts and Surrey partly summarised for some 
sites. With many winter records it may be that some are breeding just outside 
the area. 


Wintry Wood and Lower Forest, Epping Forest (2). 

Amwell GP, singles on Jan 14th and Sept 9th, up to two in Dec. Beech Farm 
GP, one on Aug 24th. Bottom Wood, Maple Cross (1). Brookmans Park (1). 
Cassiobury Park, singles on Jan 7th and Dec 9th. Chorleywood (1). Essendon 
(1). Gobions Wood (1). Hatfield Park, singles on Mar 5th, Nov 12th and Dec 
28th. Hoddesdonpark Wood, two on Feb 4th. North Mymms Park (1). Northaw 
Great Wood (1), up to six in Jan. Panshanger Aerodrome, one on Jan 29th, 
April 7th and Nov 19th. Panshanger Park (1). Pond Wood (1). Tyttenhanger 
GP, two on Jan 22nd and one on Oct 15th. Waterend (1). West End, one on 
May 4th and two on Dec 30th. Whippendell Woods (3). Woodoaks Farm, 
Maple Cross, one on Nov 19th. . 

Fir & Pond Woods (1). Whitewebbs Wood area, one singing on Mar 7th and 
one on Nov 12th. 

Lullingstone, one on Mar 26th. 

Arbrook Common, one on Feb 12th. Banstead Wood, one on Jan 2nd and 
three on 15th. Barwell Court Farm, one on Feb 18th. Bookham Common (1), 
four on July 12th. Forestdale, Croydon (1). Headley Heath, three on Mar 19th. 
Kingswood, one on Mar 6th. Limpsfield, one on Feb 27th. Limpsfield Chart, 
one in Jan, Mar and Dec. Moorhouse, one on Mar 28th. Selsdon Wood (1). 
Thornton Heath, singles in Jan and Feb. Walton Downs, two on Jan 14th. 


Coal Tit Periparus ater 
Status: common breeding species. 


Breeding records (number of pairs in brackets) are given along with counts of 
five or more. All Inner London records are given. Very few records were 
received, especially in Middlesex — this species must be commoner than the 
records indicate. 


Beechet Woods, Epping Forest (1). Gilbert Slade, Epping Forest (1). Hatch 
Forest, Chingford (1). Havering CP (2). Lodge Road, Epping Forest (1). Long 
Running, Epping Forest (3). Ongar Park Wood (9). S. Essex Crematorium (1). 
Sewardstonebury (2). Wanstead Churchyard (1). Woodford (1). 

Bottom Wood, Maple Cross (2). Bricket Wood area (12). Cassiobury Park (2). 
Garston (9-10). Hatfield Park, 20+ on Dec 10th. Hilfield Park Res (1). 
Panshangar Park (1). Tyttenhanger GP (1). Whippendell Woods (15-16), 
three of which were in adjacent Harrocks Wood. 

Alexandra Park (2). Brent Res (1). Bushy Park (2+). 

Godden Green-Seal CP, six on July 11th. Hosey/Crockham, six on Jan Sth. 
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London Wetland Centre (1). Richmond Park (1). The Ledges, Esher (1). 
Wandsworth Common (1). West End Common (1). Wimbledon Common (43). 
Worcester Park (1). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, five on Jan 31st, two singing on Aug 17th, one 
on Sept 12th and four on Nov 28th. Regent’s Park (6). St James’s Park (1). 


Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


Breeding records of five or more pairs (number in brackets) are given along 
with site maxima counts of 20 plus. 


Beechet Woods, Epping Forest (5). Clay Road, Epping Forest (5). 
Dagenham, Fords (6). Grays Chalk Pits (6), 24 on Oct 13th. Hangmans 
Wood, Grays (6). Ingrebourne Valley (22). Little Monk Wood, Epping Forest 
(5). Rainham Marshes (8). Roding Valley Park (14). Sunshine Plain, Epping 
Forest (5). Terrells Heath Wood (7), 22 on June 3rd. Warren Gorge (12), 27 
on Nov 3rd. 

Beech Farm GP, 40+ on Aug 15th. Bottom Wood, Maple Cross (6). 
Essendon, 20 on Apr 15th. Frogmore GP, 27 on Dec 20th. Hatfield, 60+ on 
Sept 3rd. Hilfield Park Res, c25 on Aug 20th. Hoddesdon, 22 on Apr 14th. 
Merry Hill, Bushey, 58 on July 29th. Mundens Estate, Watford, c30 on Dec 
28th. Rye Meads RSPB (22), 30 on Feb 18th. Stockers Lake, 20 on Feb 13th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, 20 on Oct 28th. Waterend, c20 on Oct 14th. 

Bushy Park (16). Hampton Court Park, 30 on Nov 19th. Kempton NR, 20 on 
Sept 5th. Wormwood Scrubs, 25 on Mar 15th. 

Wraysbury GP, 49 trapped during Aug and Sept. 

Sevenoaks WR, c60 on Aug 2nd. Sutton at Hone, max 32 on Jan Qth. 
Arbrook Common (15), 32 on Dec 16th. Barwell Court Farm, 23 on June 24th. 
Beddington SF (8), 25 on Aug 29th. Esher Common, c20 on Jan 18th. 
Forestdale, Croydon, 30 in Feb. Kingston-upon-Thames, 25 on Sept 3rd. 
London Wetland Centre, 42 on Dec 20th. Molesey Heath (9), 20 on Dec 30th. 
R. Hogsmill area, 20 on Oct 22nd. The Ledges, Esher (14), 29 on Feb 19th. 
West End Common (24), 55 on Jan 12th. 

No records received but undoubtly present. 


Great Tit Parus major 


_ Status: abundant breeding resident. 


Essex 


Herts 


Breeding records of five or more pairs (number in brackets) are given along 
with site maxima counts of 20 plus. 


Bedfords Park, 20 on Dec ist. Beechet Woods, Epping Forest (6). Clay Road, 
Epping Forest (5). Dagenham, Fords (6). Grays Chalk Pits (5). Hangmans 
Wood, Grays (5). Ingrebourne Valley (16). Roding Valley Park (14). Sunshine 
Plain, Epping Forest (5). Warren Gorge, 23 on Jan 21st. 

Bottom Wood, Maple Cross (9). Chorleywood, 23 on Feb 5th and Apr 16th. 
Hilfield Park Res, c20 on Aug 20th. Maple Lodge NR (8). Merry Hill, Bushey, 
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20 on Aug 27th. Mundens Estate, Watford, c20 on Dec 28th. Pond Wood, 20+ 


on Oct 15th. Rye Meads RSPB (36), c30 on Feb 18th. Stocker’s Lake, 20 on 
Feb 13th. Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross (6). 

Bushy Park (15). Wormwood Scrubs, 30 on Aug 15th. 

Wraysbury GP, 16 trapped during Sept. 

Sevenoaks WR, 30 on Mar ‘st. Sutton at Hone, 24 on Mar 30th. 

Arbrook Common (12). Beddington SF (29), 34 on Dec 28th. Esher Common 
(5). London Wetland Centre (4), 34 on Dec 20th. Molesey Heath (13), 22 on 
Dec 30th. The Ledges, Esher (10), 23 on Jan 21st. West End Common (11). 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 25+ on Feb 23rd and a partially melanistic bird 
on Dec 27th to the end of the year. 


Nuthatch Sitta europaea 
Status: common breeding resident. 


There were at least 101 pairs/territories reported this year compared to 61 in 
2005, which is probably due to better recording than anything else. However, 
breeding information is still lacking for some sites, particularly in Middlesex. 
Breeding records (number of pairs/territories in brackets) are given along with 
counts of four or more and all Inner London records. 


Bedfords Park (1). Cely Woods (1). Chingford Hatch (1). Connaught Water 
(1). Copt Hall (1). Epping Forest (13 at 10 sites). Havering CP (1). High Beach 
(1). Highams Park Lake (1). South Weald area (2). Stubbles (1). Thorndon 
Park (5). Warley Gap (1). Weald Park, at least ten on Oct 8th. 

Aldenham (2). Aldenham Res (1). Bottom Wood, Maple Cross (1). Brookmans 
Park (1). Chiswell Green area (3). Essendon (1). Garston (7). Gobians Wood, 
five on July 29th. Haberdashers Girls School (1). Hunton Bridge (2). 
Langleybury (2). Letchmore Heath (2-3). North Mymms Park, five on Sept 
1st. Northaw Great Wood (2), five on Mar 18th. Otterspool (2). Panshanger 
Park (1), four on Apr ist. Rickmansworth (1). Tykeswater Lake (1). 
Tyttenhanger GP (1). Verulamium Lake (1). Waterend (1). Welham Green (1). 
Whippendell Woods (8-9). 

Alexandra Park (3). Bushy Park (1). Hampstead Heath, eight on Jan ‘st. 
Osterley Park, seven on March 4th. Trent Park, up to six in Feb and March 
and ten on Dec 24th. Whitewebbs Wood, seven on Feb 8th. 
Hosey/Crockham, four on Jan 5th. 
Banstead Wood, seven on Jan 15th. Big & Ruffett Wood (1). Chessington (1). 
Epsom Common (1). Esher (1). Hersham GP (1). Horton CP (1). Richard 
Jeffries Bird Sanctuary (2). Richmond Park (1). South Norwood CP (1). 
Tadworth (1). The Ledges, Esher (1). Tooting Common (1). Wandsworth 
Common (1). Wimbledon Common (14). 

Hyde Park, singles on Jan 19th, 23rd and 25th; one on Mar Sth, a pair on 7th 
and one on 11th; a pair on Apr 24th; singles on Aug 22nd and Sept Sth (DTM). 
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Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 
Status: common breeding resident. 


There were 82 breeding pairs reported this year compared to 77 in 2005, 
although breeding numbers from some traditional sites were not received. 
Breeding records (number of pairs in brackets) are given along with counts of 
four or more. 


Beechet Woods, Epping Forest (2). Bury Wood, Epping Forest (2), four on 
Mar 28th. Cely Wood (1). Connaught Water (2). Curtiss Mill Green (1). Ducks 
Wood, Harold Hill (1). Gilbert Slade, Epping Forest (2). Hooks Marsh (1). 
Long Running, Epping Forest (1). Ongar Park Wood (7). The Oaks, South 
Weald (1). 

Aldenham Res (1), four on Oct 8th. Bayfordbury-Hertford (1). Beech Farm GP 
(1). Bottom Wood, Maple Cross (2). Cheshunt GP (2). Chorleywood (1). 
Garston (1). Haberdashers Girls School (1). Holyfield Lake (3). Letchmore 
Heath (1). Maple Lodge NR (1). North Mymms Park (1). Otterspool (2). 
Bushy Park (2). Fir & Pond Woods (1). Trent Park, eight on Feb 10th, seven 
on Mar 25th and six on Dec 24th. 

Wraysbury GP, singles trapped in Aug and Sept. 

Sevenoaks WR, four on Feb ‘1st. 

Arbrook Common (2). Big & Ruffett Wood (1). Epsom Common (1). Horton 
CP (1). Richmond Park (7). The Ledges, Esher (1). West End Common (1), 
four on Feb 9th. Wimbledon Common (25). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns (1). 


Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus 
Status: rare vagrant 


Rainham Marshes, there were up to six intermittently from 2005 until Mar 20th 
(mo); two returning birds from Dec 22nd (SCe et al). 


Rainham Marshes is the only site in the UK where this species regularly 
winters. 


Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 
Status: rare passage migrant, most often in May. 


Stoke Newington Res, one on May 12th (TB, MJP et ai). 


Richmond Park, one singing on May 24th (mo). 


The Stoke Newington bird was found in the early morning and twitched by 
about a dozen other birders throughout the day although it wasn’t seen later 
in the day. 


2002 Additional Record 
Bookham Common, one heard singing on May 24th (LG) 
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Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 
Status: rare passage migrant. 


There was just one record this year, albeit it a fine long-staying male, 
compared to the four seen last year. 


Croxley Moor, an adult male from July 23rd-Aug 2nd (TS et a/). 


Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor 
Status: rare passage migrant and winter visitor 


Kew Gardens, one on Apr 15th (PLt ef a/). 


Spring records are relatively rare in London; this was only the second one 
since 1992, the last being at Staines Moor on Apr 9th 2000. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius 
Status: common breeding resident, with numbers boosted by immigrants in 
autumn and winter. 


No breeding pairs were reported in Inner London this year whereas there 
were three in 2005. Breeding pairs/territories above one (numbers in 
brackets), large counts and all Inner London records are given. 


Barking Park (2). Cely Woods, Thames Chase (3). Claybury Forest (2). 
Harrow Lodge Park (2). Ingrebourne Valley (7), 10 on Oct 29th. Ongar Park 
Wood (3). Roding Valley Park (4). South Park, Ilford (2). Wanstead Park (10). 
Bricket Wood area (20+). Cassiobury Park, 10+ on Oct 25th. Garston (6-7). 
Hilfield Park Res, 13 on Aug 4th. North Mymms Park, 10 on Oct 28th. Rye 
Meads RSPB (3), 10 on Apr ‘st. 

Brent Res, 10 displaying together on Mar 12th. 

Manor Farm, Dryhill, 14 on Oct 30th. Sevenoaks WR, 12 on Mar 25th. 
Banstead Wood, 17 on Jan 2nd. London Wetland Centre, 17 on Sept 20th. 
West End Common (2). 

St James Park, one on Nov 27th. Paddington Green, 5—6 on Oct 9th. 


The group displaying at Brent Res was reminiscent of a Cock-of-the-Rock lek, 
both visually and orally. A Jay was heard mimicking a pair of Tawny Owls 
calling to each other at Sanderstead Plantation on Apr 29th. Both of these 
observations show that this species’ vocalisations are far more varied than 
the typical harsh call. 


Magpie Pica pica 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 
The highest count this year was an impressive 174 at Rainham Marshes 


compared to last year’s peak of 150 at Farthing Downs. No breeding records 
were received from Inner London (there were two in 2005). A selection of 
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breeding records (numbers of pairs/territories in brackets) and the largest 
counts of birds from each county are given. 


Bedfords Park, 39 on Dec 1st. Ingrebourne Valley, 100 on Jan 15th. Rainham 
Marshes, 174 on Jan 15th. Roding Valley Meadows, 83 on Jan 22nd. 
Abbotts Langley, 67 roosted on Jan 21st. Frogmore GP, 47 roosted on Jan 
2nd. Maple Lodge, 46 in one tree on Jan ist. Rye Meads (6). 

Brent Res, 31 on Jan 22nd. Wormwood Scrubs, 30 on Mar Qth. 

Sutton at Hone, 21 on Jan 30th and Mar 30th. 

Beddington SF, 54 on Sept 26th. London Wetland Centre, 34 on Oct 8th. 
Green Park, eight on Jan 10th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 42 on Jan 10th. 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant; much scarcer in 
urban areas. 


Counts of at least 1,000 were made at eight sites this year compared to three 
in 2005; the highest count was 2,300 at Bedfont Lakes CP. All breeding 
localities given, as well as the largest flocks reported outside the breeding 
season. : ae 


Bedfords Park, 600 from Nov 22nd-29th. Holyfield Hall Farm, 1,000 on Nov 
2/th. Upshire, 200 on Nov 11th. 

Amwell GP, 750 in roost on Nov 1st. Beech Farm GP, 1,200 on Jan 22nd. 
Brookmans Park, 297 on July 31st. Essendon, 300 on Mar 4th. Garston 
(10-15). Hatfield Garden Village, c200 on Dec 9th. Lynsters Farm, 250 on 
Feb 23rd. Potters Crouch, c500 on Jan 07. Rye Meads RSPB, 150 on Nov 
4th. Tyttenhanger GP, 300 on Nov 11th. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, 2,300 on Feb 3rd. Broadwater Lake, 1,000 on Jan 14th. 
Queen Mother Res, 800 flew NE at dusk on Mar ‘st. 

Sevenoaks WR, 1,250 on Dec 27th. 

Beddington SF, 187 on July 25th. Beverley Park, 1,000 on Aug 16th. Epsom 
Downs, 300 on Jan 14th. Hersham GP, 740 on Dec 23rd. Holmethorpe SP, 
1,200 on Dec 24th. Horton CP, 750 on Nov 26th, New Malden, 1,000 on July 
20th. Titsey, 300 on Mar 2nd. Wimbledon Common, 200 on Oct 20th. 
Deptford Bridge, four on Apr 27th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, max two on 
Apr 18th, 20th and Nov 29th. Regent's Park, 43 birds recorded on ten dates, 
eight of which were during the spring, max 16 on Oct 30th. 


The records from Inner London are illustrative of the spring and autumn 
passage of this species. 


Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Status: common breeding resident, scarce in urban areas. 


There were 1,356 nests counted at 34 rookeries this year (1,421 at 37 in 
2005), about three-quarters of which were in the Essex sector. 
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Details of all rookeries (number of nests in brackets), high counts and all Inner 
London records are given below. 


Bedfords Park, 150 on Dec ‘1st. Breach Barns (53). Bridge Farm (40). 
Chipping Ongar (8). Clay Tye Wood (c100). Curtismill Green (50). Hallsford 
Bridge (7). Harlow (32). Marden Ash (53). Navestock Hall (73). Nazing CP 
(31). North Weald Church (43). Passingford Bridge (69). Stanford Rivers (38). 
Stapleford Tawney (87). Stondon Massey (53). Thornwood Common (23 
Weald Bridge (48). Wintry Wood & Lower Forest (149). Wynters Grange (68 
Bayfordbury (c50). Beech Farm CP, 250 on Jan 22. Bricket Wood area (2 
Chandlers Cross (55 in two rookeries). Chiswell Green (28). Garston (8 
Harebreaks Wood (12). Harperbury (28). Hunton Bridge (17). Langleybury 
(27). Micklefield Green (27). Rye Meads RSPB, 70 on Nov 4th. Shenley (21). 
St Albans (27). Tykeswater Lake (9). Watford (5). 

Brands Hatch, 50 on Apr 22nd. Sevenoaks WR, 50 on Dec 27th. 

Whitehall Farm (15). 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one on Mar 23rd. Regent’s Park, two on Apr 
21st with singles on Apr ‘1st, 16th and Oct 12th. St James’s Park, one on Dec 
4th. i 


Ni 
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The Rook at St James’s Park in December was feeding with Carrion Crows — 
it is a rare site to see one on the ground in Inner London; the last time they 
bred in Inner London was in 1916 at Temple. 


Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


The largest count this year was 392 at Beddington SF, considerably fewer 
than last year’s total of 818 at the same site. The highest counts and 
nests/territories (numbers in brackets) are listed below. 


Barking Park, 135 on Jan 1st. Bedfords Park, 200 on Nov 11th. Ingrebourne 
Valley (12). Parsloes Park, 220 on Jan 1st. Wanstead Flats, 350 on Jan 1st. 
Beech Farm GP, 100 on Jan 15th. Brookmans Park, 80 on June 24th. North 
Mymms Park, 80 on Mar 12th. Rye Meads RSPB (7). Tyttenhanger GP, 110 
on Apr 15th. 

Stanwell Moor, 153 on Aug 23rd. Wormwood Scrubs, 350 on Apr 30th. 
Greatness Pits, 80 on Mar 29th. Sevenoaks WR, 100 on Dec 30th. 
Beddington SF, 392 on July 25th. Hersham GP, 280 on Jan 5th. Holmethorpe 
SP, 300 on Dec 24th. Horton CP, 250 on Nov 26th. London Wetland Centre, 
160 on Dec 23rd. Richmond Park, 200 on Nov 10th. Titsey, 200 on Mar 2nd. 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 75 on Sept 26th. Regent’s Park, 90 on Jan ‘st. 
St James’s Park, 74 on Apr 12th. 


Crows are known for mobbing raptors and the presence of an escaped vulture 
in Richmond Park attracted a huge contingent of about 200 Crows intent on 
mobbing probably the largest bird they'd ever set eyes on. 
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Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
Status: very common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


A decline in the breeding population is still being noted, for example at Ongar 
Park Wood none bred for the first time since recording began in 1989. The 
wintering population is boosted by immigrants from the continent and 
numbers fluctuate from year to year — 260 in the Trevereaux area on Feb 5th 
was reported as the largest flock since 2003. 


Maximum counts of 300 or more are listed below. 


Blackshot Fields, 600 on July 3rd. Bumbles Green, 1,500 on Jan 2nd. 
Chafford Hundred, 800 on Jan 10th and Oct 10th. Rainham Marsh, 7,000 on 
Oct 14th, Nov 3rd and Dec 3rd. Walthamstow Marsh, 360 on July 26th and ~ 
Aug 21st. 

Brookhams Park, 350 on Feb 19th. Cheshunt GP, 2,000 on Jan 15th. 
Coursers Farm, 500 on Oct ‘st. Hatfield Garden Village, 500 on Oct 31st. 
North Mymms Park, 350 on Sept 4th. Rye Meads RSPB, 600 on June 12th 
and Aug 11th. Tyttenhanger GP, 400 on Sept 2nd. Waterend, 350 on Feb 
19th. 

Alexandra Park, 400 in early autumn. Lake Farm, 400 on Aug 20th. Staines 
Res, 700 on July 18th. Wormwood Scrubs, c500 on Aug 20th and 26th. | 
Crossness LNR, 300 on Aug 13th. . 
Beddington SF, 3,323 on Dec 28th. Canons Farm, 350 on Jan 14th. Croydon, 
300 on Sept 26th. Hersham GP, 700 on Oct 25th. Horton CP, 300 on Jan 
13th. London Wetland Centre, 2,600 on Nov Sth. Walton Res, 500 on Nov 3rd. 
Wimbledon Common, 300 on May 31st. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 500 on Sept 13th. Regent's Park, 1,500 over on 
Oct 25th. 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Status: breeding resident, declining. 


The largest counts and a summary of Inner London records are given below. 


Chafford Hundred, 122 on Jan 3rd and 21st. Dagenham, Fords, 70 on July 
1st. Grays, 42 on Jan 1st. Ingrebourne Valley, 60 on Apr 5th. Orsett Hospital, 
107 on Feb 1st. Rainham Marshes, 45 on Mar 10th. South Stifford, 40 on Jan 
1st. Walthamstow, 30 on July 24th. 

Aldenham, 30 on Nov 4th. Brookmans Park, 36 on Sept 8th. Stocker’s Lake, 
60 on Aug 6th. Tyttenhanger GP, 36 on July 13th. Welwyn Garden City, 35 
on several dates. 

Alexandra Park, 50 in late summer. Hampton, 40 on Aug 15th. Lake Farm, 37 
on Dec 14th. Tottenham, c60 on Aug 12th. Wormwood Scrubs, c100 on July 
28th and Aug 26th. 

Bexley, c60 on Aug ‘st. Dartford, 40 on Dec 23rd. 

Cannons Farm, 50 on Jan 2nd. Island Barn Res, 50 on Aug 23rd. New 
Malden, 32 on Feb 28th. Rushett Farm, 35 on Mar 15th. South Norwood, 54 
on Aug ‘1st. 
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June 15th; also resident in London Zoo. Surrey Docks, 170 on Jan 30th. 
The discovery of a large population of House Sparrows in Inner London at 
Surrey Docks is encouraging as they are extremely scarce now in the centre 
of the city. 


Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 
Status: scarce and local breeding resident, population probably still declining. 


Although breeding was reported from only one site this year — at Beddington 
SF — that colony continues to go from strength to strength; 109 territories were 
counted this year compared to 75 last year and 827 pulli were ringed. 


All records are given apart from at the main sites where a summary is given. 


Rainham Marshes, present from Oct 29th-Dec 31st with a max of nine on Nov 
4th. 

Tyttenhanger Farm/GP, present all year, max 25 on Jan 22nd and Nov 18th. 
Up to 25 seen at nearby sites outside of the breeding season. 

Stoke Newington Res, two on Oct 25th. 

Dartford, one on Apr 5th. 

Beddington SF (109 territories), present all year, max 224 on Dec 28th. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
Status: common breeding resident, augmented by continental influxes in 
autumn and winter. 


Large counts at the beginning of the year included: 100+ at Potters Crouch on 
Jan 2nd with 150 on 7th; 400 at Bentley Priory on Jan 12th; 110 at Canons 
Farm, Banstead on Jan 19th; 100 at Lynsters Farm on Jan 31st; 100 at South 
Weald on Feb 3rd; 100 at Hoddesdon Park Wood on Feb 4th; c100 at South 
Mimms on Feb 7th; 100+ at Ferny Hill Farm on Feb 27th; and 100 at Lynsters 
Farm on Mar 10th. 


The first autumn migrants were 18 over the Wetland Centre on Sept 17th but 
the big movements didn’t occur until October. On Oct 26th, 893 flew over the 
Wetland Centre, with 212 on 27th. On 28th, 211 were counted at Rainham 
Marshes and 120 flew over the Wetland Centre on 30th. In November, 146 
flew over the Wetland Centre on 3rd, 168 on 10th, 140 on 12th and 300 on 
15th. 


At the end of the year, high counts included 100+ at Stanborough Lakes on 
Nov 1st and 7th; 100+ at Garsons/Winterhouse Farm in Dec; 350 at Loughton 
Brook, Epping Forest on Dec 23rd. 


Sites with five or more pairs/singing males (numbers in brackets) along with 
all Inner London breeding records are shown below. 


Barking Park (10). Ingrebourne Valley (10). Orsett Fen (7). Rainham Marshes 
NR (5). Tawney Common (7). 
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Rye Meads RSPB (29). 

Bushy Park (5-6). The Paddock LNR (8). Tottenham Marsh (20). 

Arbrook Common (10 on CBC). London Wetland Centre (16). Molesey Heath 
(11 on CBC). The Ledges, Esher (9). West End Common, Esher (10 on CBC). 
Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns (5). St James’s Park (2). 


Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 
Status: regular autumn migrant and winter visitor, sometimes in large 
numbers. 


There were more Bramblings seen this year than in 2005 with a maximum of - 
100 compared to 30 (both at Godstone). There was also a larger passage in 
autumn compared to last year. All records above one are given. 


Beachet Wood, four on Apr 8th. Bedfords Park, three on Oct 22nd. Chigwell 
Row, five on Jan 28th. Dagenham Chase, two on Apr ist. Epping Thicks, 
three on Nov 7th. Hainault Forest, three on Apr 7th. Hornchurch CP, two on 
Jan 14th. Kate Cellar, Epping Forest, two on Nov 15th. Loughton Brook, four 
on Dec 17th. Rainham Marshes NR, two on Oct 25th, seven on Nov 3rd and 
three on 4th. Thorndon Park, six on Nov 8th. Warley Gap, two on Nov 4th. 
Amwell GP, two on Feb 3rd. Bricket Wood, two on Nov 19th. Brookmans 
Park, two on Feb 5th. Carpenders Park two on Jan 30th. Hatfield Garden 
Village, two on Mar 18th. Hertford, from Jan ist-Apr 24th in a garden, max 60 
on Mar 7th. Hilfield Park Res, two on Apr 16th. North Mymms Park, two on 
Oct 28th. Potters Crouch, up to six in Jan and three on Mar 23rd. St Albans, 
two on Mar 20th. Tyttenhanger GP, two on Nov 5th. Woodoaks Farm, Maple 
Cross, three on Nov 19th. . 

Alexandra Park, two on Mar 29th and five on Nov 1st. Hampstead Heath, 
seven on Feb 4th. KGVI Res, two on Nov 5th. Potters Bar, two on Dec 4th. 
Stanwell Moor, present from Jan 22nd-Mar 25th, max 66 on Feb 6th. Stoke 
Newington Res, passage birds included six on Oct 15th, three on 16th and 
25th, 22 on 27th; two on Nov 1st and three on 3rd. 

Horton GP, three on Nov 7th. Iver, three on Mar 25th. Iver Heath, two on Apr 
1st. Wraysbury GP, two on Apr 23rd. | 
French Street, Brasted Chart, 100 on Feb 5th. Westerham, 20+ on Mar 4th. 
Banstead Heath, three on Apr 9th. Cobham, two on Jan 21st, four on Mar 31st 
and two on Apr 7th. Godstone Bay Pond, 100 on Jan 20th. London Wetland 
Centre, passage birds between Oct 1st and Nov 30th, max 42 on Oct 23rd, 
16 on 26th and 12 on Nov 16th. Moorhouse, up to 45 in Nov and Dec. 
Richmond Park, five on Nov 14th and two on Dec 3rd. Surbiton, three on Mar 
30th. Trevereux area, three on Apr 3rd. Wimbledon Common, three on Nov 
3rd. : 
Kensington Gardens, one on Jan 17th. Regent’s Park, one from Mar 24th- 
27th; two on Apr 15th; five on Oct 26th and 10 on 27th; singles on Nov 3rd 
and 8th. 
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Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


At least 133 pairs were reported as breeding compared to 150 in 2005. Peak 
counts of 30 or more are given below along with all Inner London records and 
sites with at least five territories/singing males (numbers in brackets), many of 
the peak counts in October consist of overhead passage birds. 


Barking Park, 80 on Feb 23rd. Dagenham, Fords (15). Ingrebourne Valley 
(14), 100 on Oct 2nd Nov 11th. Orsett, 74 on Oct 2nd. Rainham Marshes NR 
(5), 86 on Oct 28th. Roding Valley Park (16). Warley, 70 on Dec 24th. 
Beech Farm GP, 31+ on Feb 5th. Jersey Farm, c30 on Dec 31st. North 
Watford, c30 roosting in Jan and Dec. Panshanger Aerodrome, 40+ on Dec 
23rd. Rye Meads RSPB (13), 50 on Sept 23rd. Tyttenhanger GP, c50 on Sept 
Zot 

Brent Res, 47 on Oct 8th. Stoke Newington Res, 60 on Sept 19th. Wormwood 
Scrubs, 40 on Mar 15th and Oct 8th. 

Beddington SF (17, 10 in 2005), 44 on July 25th. Island Barn Res, 40 on Jan 
6th and Oct 18th. London Wetland Centre (7), 110 on Oct 8th and 27th. 
Molesey Heath (19 on CBC). R.Hogsmill, West Ewell, 40 on Feb 6th. 
Richmond Park, 30 on Jan 31st. Trevereux area, 80 on Feb 11th. West End 
Common, Esher, 80 on Feb 10th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 29 on Oct 16th. Regent’s Park, 60+ on Oct 30th. 
Surrey Docks, 15 on Jan 14th. Victoria Park, 10 on Jan 26th. 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
Status: fairly common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


There was evidence of passage in autumn with the count of 146 from the 
Wetland Centre which included 106 flying south on Oct 22nd. Peak counts of 
30 birds or more are summarised below along with breeding records of more 
than one pair/territory (numbers in brackets). 


Abridge, 35 on Oct 26th. Bedfords Park, 30 on Oct 11th. Dagenham, Fords 
(2). Gunpowder Park, 100 on Dec 23rd. Nags Head Fishing Lakes, 110 on 
Dec 8th. Rainham Marshes NR (4), 130 on Oct 18th. St Faith's Park, 
Brentwood, 35 on Oct 11th. Walthamstow Res, 35 on Nov 2nd. Wanstead 
Park, 30 on Dec 17th. Warley CP, 45 on Dec 10th. 

Bedmond, c30 on Aug 28th. Cassiobury Park, 60+ on Feb 20th. Colney 
Heath, 45 on Dec 10th. North Mymms Park, c40 on Nov 8th. North Troy GP, 
40 on Nov 20th. Otterspool, 30 on Jan 15th. Rye Meads RSPB, 70 on Feb 
27th and 40 on Dec 9th. Stocker’s Farm, 35 on Sept 16th. Tyttenhanger GP, 
30 on Jan 15th and Oct 22nd. 

Alexandra Park (2). Staines Moor, 145 on Aug 30th. Trent Park, 144 on Jan 
22nd. Wormwood Scrubs, 200 on July 15th and 16th. 

Chipstead Lake, 30 on Dec 29th. Crossness LNR, 30 on Aug 28th. 
Sevenoaks WR, 55 on Nov 22nd. 

Beddington SF (2, 0 in 2005). Farthing Downs, 40+ in Aug. Forestdale, 
Croydon, 60 on Dec 14th. Garsons/Winterhouse Farm, c30 on Dec 21st. 
Holmethorpe SP, 70 on Dec 24th. Horton CP, 40+ on Jan 14th. Island Barn 
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Res, 30 on Feb 24th. London Wetland Centre (2), 146 on Oct 22nd. Molesey 
Heath (2 on CBC). Richmond Park, 60 on Aug 9th. South Croydon (3). Walton 
Res, 60 on Aug 3rd. Wandsworth Common, 30 on Sept 23rd. West End 
Common, c60 on May ‘st. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, 25 on Oct 11th. Paddington Green, 10 on Sept 
9th and 13th and Oct 9th. Regent’s Park (1), 55 on Oct 4th. Surrey Docks, 35+ 
on Jan 30th. Victoria Park, 120+ on Jan 15th. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus 
Status: common winter visitor, passage migrant and increasingly regular in 
summer and a potential breeding species. 


The highest counts were all in the first winter period and included 300 at 
Sevenoaks WR and 200 at both Cheshunt GP and Weald Park. The autumn 
passage was almost non existent and many sites recorded no more than a 
handful of birds in the last few months of the year; the maximum count was 
only 40 at Wraysbury GP. Peak counts of 30 or more birds are shown below 
along with all Inner London records. 


Bedfords Park, 60 on Feb 22nd. Beechet Woods, Epping Forest, 30 on Apr 
8th. Belhus Woods CP, 40 on Jan 12th. Brentwood, 50 on Feb 3rd. 
Creekmouth, 40 on Jan 28th. Fishers Green, up to 100 from Jan-Feb. Hall 
Marsh, 50 on Feb 2nd. Lakeside Retail Park, 30 on Feb 28th. Wanstead Park, 
40 on Jan 11th. Warren Gorge, 32 on Jan 3rd. Weald Park, 200 on Feb 23rd. 
Aldenham Res, 30 on Feb 12th. Amwell GP, 50+ on Jan 2nd. Brookmans 
Park, 77 on Mar 30th. Bury Lake, c50 on Jan 15th. Cassiobury Park, 100+ on 
Jan 7th. Cheshunt GP, 200 on Jan 15th. Colney Heath, c50 on Jan Qth. 
Gobions Wood, 120 on Jan ‘st. Hatfield, 40 on Feb 21st. Hatfield Park, c40 
on Mar Sth. Hertford, 30 on Mar 17th. Hilfield Park Res, c30 on Jan 22nd. 
Holyfield Lake, 40 on Feb 14th. Maple Lodge NR, 80 on Jan 13th. Nightingale 
Wood, 180 on Jan 20th. Stocker’s Lake, c100 from Jan-Feb. Tyttenhanger 
GP, 40 on Jan 7th. Waterend, 120 on Jan ‘st. 

Bushy Park, c120 on Jan 28th. Grovelands Park, 30 on Feb 16th. Trent Park,. 
80+ on Jan Sth. 

Denham Court, 50 on Jan 24th. Wraysbury GP, 40 on Mar 3rd and Dec 13th. 
R. Cray, Bexley, 35 on Jan ist. R. Shuttle, Bexley, 30 on Dec 29th. 
Sevenoaks WR, 300 on Feb 1st and 30 on Nov 26th. Sutton at Hone, 35 on 
Jan 30th. 

Arbrook Common, 40 on Jan 8th. London Wetland Centre, 65 on Feb 26th. R. 
Hogsmill (West Ewell, 30+ on Feb 11th. R. Mole, The Ledges, c50 on Apr 
21st. Richmond Park, 60 on Feb 21st. The Ledges, Esher, c130 on Feb 19th. 
Camley Street Natural Park, two on feeders on Mar 26th. Deptford Bridge, 
four on Mar 2nd. Green Park, one over on Mar 31st. Hyde Park/Kensington 
Gdns, seven on Jan 5th, one on Feb 20th, seven on Mar 29th and one on Apr 
23rd, all of which were flying over. Paddington Green, three on Nov 2nd. 
Regent's Park, up to three between Jan 15th and Apr 16th and three on Sept 
17th. Surrey Docks, 25+ on Jan 30th. Victoria Park, 50+ on Jan 15th. 
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Linnet Carduelis cannabina 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


At least 110 pairs/territories were counted this year, well up from 80 in 2005 
which is very encouraging as this species is declining nationally. There were 
counts of 200 or more at the beginning of the year, post-breeding, autumn 
migration and at the end of the year. 


Peak counts of 50 or more are listed below, along with breeding 


pairs/territories of three or more (numbers in brackets). 


Barking Bay/Marsh, 200+ in Jan and 60 on Aug 30th. Bow Creek, 70 on Jan 
30th. Dagenham, Fords (5). Fairlop Waters (4). Grange Waters, 60 on Sept 
10th. Gunpowder Park, 80 on Dec 23rd. Ingrebourne Valley (14), 120 on Nov 
8th. Mollands Lane GPs (3). Orsett (3), 78 on Jan 25th. Rainham Marshes NR 
(13), 200 on Jan 15th and 250 on Dec 2nd. Roding Valley Park (6). Tylers Hall 
Farm, Upminster, 100 on Sept 11th. Tylers Shaw, 100 on Apr 15th. 
Walthamstow Marsh (3). 

Abbots Langley (3). Bedmond (5—6). Bottom Wood, Maple Cross, c50 on Apr 
17th. Brookmans Park, c70 on Nov 25th. Garston (2-3). Hatfield Park, 54 in 
Mar. Panshanger Park, 50+ on Apr 10th. Rye Meads RSPB (4). Smallford, 
100+ on Oct 27th. Tyttennhanger GP, 70 on Apr 13th. Waterend, c70 on Nov 
25th. 

Lake Farm (9). Wormwood Scrubs (c9). 

Horton Fields, 400 on Aug 14th. Queen Mother Res, 50+ on Sept 10th. 
Chipstead Lake, 65 on Oct 23rd. 

Beddington SF, 70 on Jan 14th and 60 on Dec 28th. Holmethorpe SP, 80+ on 
Dec 26th. Little Woodcote, 50 on Apr 16th. London Wetland Centre, 220 S on 
Oct 8th. Molesey GP, 95 on Jan 28th. Molesey Heath (6). Rushett Farm, c60 
on Mar 15th. Walton Res, 107 on Mar 4th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, two on Feb 28th, singles on Mar 14th, Apr 16th, 
17th, 25th and Oct 16th, three on Oct 17th. Regent’s Park, 25 on Oct 3rd and 
18 on 4th. 


Lesser Redpoll -Carduelis cabaret 
Status: former breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


This species was widely reported in the first few months of the year, mostly in 
small numbers apart from two groups of 30 or more. There was evidence of 
passage noted in mid-April from Dagenham Chase and central London. Few 
were seen after this and there were just two records in May, both in the first 
week. There were several breeding season sightings although there were all 
single birds seen on one date. The first one of autumn was trapped at 
Wraysbury GP on Sept 5th, followed by only one more record in the next 
fortnight. Apart from 20 flying over Wormwood Scrubs on Sept 24th, few were 
noted until the second half of October and into November when there was a 
more widespread passage. 


Peak counts of 10 and over are given below, along with all Inner London 
records and possible breeding records. 
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Aimes Green, 10 on Jan 21st. Belhus Woods CP, 25 on Jan ist. Dagenham 
Chase, passage flocks of 13 on Apr 16th, 15 on Apr 17th and 13 on Apr 19th. 
Great Warley, 60 from Apr 4th-7th. Ingrebourne Valley, 10 on Jan 13th and 
21st. Lippitts Hill, Epping Forest, 20 on Jan 7th. Sewardstone Marsh, 10 on 
Jan 7th. Thorndon Park, 10 on Feb 4th. Warley CP, max of 20 on Dec 23rd. 
Warley Place NR, 10 on Jan 15th. : 

North Mymms Park, c25 on Apr 14th. Stocker’s Lake, c10 on Feb 11th and 
13th. 

Ruislip Lido, 10 on Apr 3rd. Stoke Newington Res, 13 on Oct 15th. Trent Park, 
11 on Dec 17th. Wormwood Scrubs, 20 over on Sept 24th. 

Black Park, 11 on Oct 29th and 15 on Nov 2nd. Langley Park, 40+ on Jan 3rd. 
Wraysbury GP, c30 on Jan 25th. 

Chipstead, one on June 1st. Manor Farm, Dryhill, one on June 12th. 

Esher Common, present during CBC. Forestdale, Croydon, max of 30 on Nov 
15th. Horton CP, 20 on Feb 17th. Little Woodcote, 35 on Apr 2nd. London 
Wetland Centre, one on June 18th, max of 27 on Nov 8th. Richmond Park, 10 
on Nov 12th and 15 on Dec 13th. Selsdon Wood, 20 on Dec 18th. Surbiton, 
ci5 on Dec 24th. The Ledges, Esher, present during CBC. Wimbledon 
Common, 16 on Dec 18th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, three on Mar 14th and two on 16th; two on Apr 
20th and one on 24th. Regent’s Park, one on Apr 15th, two on 20th, 27th and 
28th; one on Oct 12th; and two on Nov Sth. St James's Park, one on Oct 27th. 
Surrey Docks, one on Jan 14th. 


Mealy Redpoll Carduelis flammea 
Status: scarce irruptive winter visitor. 


Recorded at 12 sites with a total of 32 birds, all of which were in the first four 
months of the year. The majority of the sightings were in the Essex sector. 


Belhus Woods CP, one on Jan ist and 2nd (PMt et a/). Great Warley, five 
from Apr 4th-8th (CRJ). Holyfield Hall Farm, one on Jan ‘st (IK). Ingrebourne 
Valley, 3-4 from Jan 8th-30th (DMn et a/). Leyton Flats, eight on Jan 15th. 
Rainham Marshes NR, one from Apr 8th-10th (LH, PH et a/). Thorndon Park, 
two on Feb 4th (RR). 

Broxbourne Woods, one on Mar 26th (SC). Stocker’s Lake, one on Jan 9th 
(SBk). Tyttenhanger GP, one from Jan 7th-Mar 19th with up to four from Jan 
14th-18th (mo). 

Brent Res, one on Jan 23rd (RB). Trent Park, four on Apr 26th (RMC). Wood 
Green, at least two birds. wintered in a garden from late 2005 to the end of 
March (AGr et al). 


Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
Status: irruptive visitor, rare breeding species (usually following irruptions). 


There were 16 records of 65 birds this year, all between January and July, far 
fewer than in 2005. Most were observed flying through with the only long- 
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staying birds present at Black Park. The latter site has become the most 
reliable site in London for this species. All records are shown. 


Hale End PF, Walthamstow, five on July 25th. Ingrebourne Valley, one on Mar 
12th. 

Chandlers Cross, two over on Apr 15th. Chorleywood, one over on Sept 29th. 
Essendon, nine on Mar 18th. North Mymms Park, six over on Mar 4th. 

Black Park, eight on Jan 6th, 10 on Jan 31st and 13 on Mar 13th. 
Wilmington, one on July 29th. 

London Wetland Centre, two W on July 24th. Moorhouse, one W on Apr 19th. 
North Downs GC, Woldingham, 12 NNE on Apr 29th. Sanderstead, an 
immature on a feeder on Aug 15th. Walton Heath, nine W on May 6th. 
Regent's Park, one on July 6th (ARD). 


Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Status: fairly common breeding resident. 


At least 70 pairs or territories were reported, up from 65 in 2005. Territories 
are shown in brackets for any site reporting more than a single pair along with 
peak counts of more than five birds and all Inner London records. 


Bedfords Park (3), eight on Dec 1st. Broadfields Farm, Thames Chase (2). 
Dark Lane, Warley (2). Holyfield Lake (2). Ingrebourne Valley (5), six on Feb 
1st and Sept 9th. Thorndon Park, six on Dec 25th. Tylers Common (2). 
Wanstead Park (2). Whitehall Plain, Epping Forest, eight on Sept 29th. 
Abbots Langley, seven on Jan 21st. Amwell GP (2), six on Feb 10th. 
Bedmond (2-3). Beech Farm GP, six on Jan 11th and Feb 2nd. 
Brickendonbury, 10 on Jan 9th. Bricket Wood area (5+). Brookmans Park, five 
on Nov 4th. Frogmore GP, six on Jan 6th. Garston (3—4). Hilfield Park Res, 
five on Jan 22nd. Langleybury (2). North Mymms Park, seven on Feb 25th. 
Rickmansworth, eight juveniles at garden feeders on Aug 24th. Rye Meads 
RSPB (3), 14 on Jan 7th. Waterend, five in Jan, Nov and Dec. Welham Green, 
five on Jan 12th. 

Denham Quarry Lake, five on Jan 30th. Trent Park, five on Oct 29th. 
Wormwood Scrubs, seven on Mar 9th. | 

Wraysbury GP, nine trapped and ringed in both July and September. 
Chipstead Lake, five on Dec 2nd. 

Horton CP, six on Jan 12th. Wimbledon Common (2). 

Hyde Park, one on Jan 23rd. Regent’s Park, one on Oct Sth. — 


Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Status: very scarce breeding resident; occasional passage migrant. 


There were no confirmed breeding season records this year and all the 
records this year were between January and April. However, there was a 
notable influx during these months, especially at Bookham Common where up 
to 24 were seen — this is the largest number seen in London since 25 at 
Dagnam Park in March 1992. 
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Harold Hill, one on Mar 13th (CRJ). Hayes Hill Farm, one on Feb 18th (LH). 
Rainham GP, one on Apr 2nd (DMn). Romford, one on Mar 8th (CRJ). Weald 
Park, present from Jan 6th-Mar 21st with a max of five on Feb 16th (CRJ ef 
al). Woodford, one on Mar 16th (KMy). 

Broxbourne Woods, singles on Jan 15th (MSd), Feb 5th (BR) and 26th (SC). 
Gobions Wood, singles on Jan 22nd and Feb 13th (RPh). Turnford Brook/ 
Turnford Marsh GP, up to two from Jan 13th-Feb 18th, also seen at Cheshunt 
GP (mo). Welwyn Garden City, Moneyhole Lane Allotments, one on Feb 8th, 
two on 9th, one on 18th; and two on Mar 18th. 

Alexandra Park, one flew over on Apr 4th (AGi). 

Bookham Common, present from Jan 30th-Mar 14th with a max of 24 on Feb 
16th (SJS et a/); a pair on Mar 17th-18th and Apr 14th in a different area to 
main flock indicating possible breeding. Selsdon Wood, one on Jan 2nd (EMF). © 


2005 Correction 
The record of two at Alexandra Park on Nov 7th has now been withdrawn by 
the observer. 


Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 
Status: rare, but annual, autumn and winter visitor. ; 


Staines Moor, one on Oct 29th seen and heard briefly (REI). 


A typical date for this species, and the first record since 2003. 


Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 
Status: scarce autumn and winter visitor. 


Staines Res, a male by the causeway briefly on Nov 14th (KLP). 


A single record this year following the total absence in 2005. Typically it didn't 
stay very long; the last time one remained for longer than a day was in 2002 
at Dartford Marsh. 


Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 
Status: widespread but declining breeding resident, scarce passage migrant 
and winter visitor. 


A minimum of 76 territories/singing males reported indicates that the species 
is currently holding its own in Essex and Herts strongholds. Results from 
Surrey were disappointing though perhaps under-recorded, note that there 
were eight territories at Holmethorpe SP in 2005 and none reported this year. 
The species maintains a toehold in Middx whilst for the second year in 
succession no records were received from Bucks. 


The following account lists all breeding records (the number of breeding pairs, 
singing males or territories in brackets) and maximum counts of ten or more, 
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except for Middx, Bucks, Kent and Inner London, where its scarcity merits 
mention of all records. © 


Abridge (1). Bulphan Fen (8). Broadfields Farm, Thames Chase, 16 on Jan 
3rd. Bumbles Green, 12 on Jan 19th. Cely Woods, Thames Chase (1). 
Holyfield Hall Farm (1). Ingrebourne Valley (6), up to 104 in Jan; in the second 
winter period, numbers grew from 30 on Nov ‘st to 50 by Dec 26th. Ivy Lodge 
Farm, Harold Hill (1). Maylands Golf Course (2). Ongar Park Wood (2). Orsett 
Fen (1). Pages Wood (2). Tawney Common (1). Tylers Common (1). Upper 
Bedford Farm, Havering-a-Bow (2). Warley CP (2). Warlies Estate, Upshire 
(1). 

Abbots Langley (4). Bedmond (8). Berrybushes Wood (3-4 in adjacent 
farmland). Chiswell Green (2). Colney Heath (1). Essendon, ten on Nov 26th. 
Frogmore GP, 34 on Jan 17th. Garston (1). Letchmore Heath to Elstree (3). 
North Mymms Park, 26 on Jan 2nd grew to 50 on Mar 12th, and 30 on Dec 
2nd. Panshanger Aerodrome, 15+ on Dec 23rd. Panshanger Park (1). Potters 
Crouch (6), 30 on Mar 20th. Redwell Wood, South Mimms, 21 on Feb 1st and 
25 on Nov 20th. Rye Meads RSPB, 11 on Dec 2nd. Scotsbridge Mill (1). 
Tyttenhanger Farm, 10+ on Jan 11th. Tyttenhanger GP, c30 on Feb 13th, with 
ten on Dec 13th and 23rd. Watford (1). West Hyde Fields (1). 

Brent Res, one on Mar 25th. Fernyhill Farm, present from Jan 17th-Feb 27th 
with a max of 21 on Jan 17th and up to four in Mar. Hillingdon, one on Dec 
2nd. Park Farm, Enfield (1), five on Apr 1st. Stoke Newington Res, two on Oct 
2/th. Vicarage Farm, eight records, with a max of four on Dec 13th. 
Wormwood Scrubs, one male on Nov 17th. 

Chipstead Lake, reported between Mar 25th-June 5th, peaking at 20 on Apr 
13th; and three on Oct 5th. Manor Farm, Dryhill, one on June 12th. 

Ashtead Common (1), c40 on May 6th. Canons Farm, Banstead, 50 on Jan 
28th. Epsom Common (2). Holmethorpe SP, 30 on Dec 31st. Limpsfield Chart 
(5). Park Farm, Chessington (1). Riddlesdown (1). Rushett Farm (1), large 
numbers in a mixed flock from Jan-Apr, max 60 on Mar 15th; and 12 on Oct 
27th. 


Ingrebourne Valley stole the show this year with several large flocks, peaking 
at an astonishing 104 on Jan 18th, by far the largest flock this century, and 
the first triple figure count since 1990. The two at Stoke Newington Res on Oct 
27th represented the first site record and is a reminder that this species is also 
a scarce passage migrant. 


Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
Status: fairly common but declining breeding resident, passage migrant and 
winter visitor. 


At least 270 singing males/territories which was almost unchanged from 2005, 
again with Essex providing over half of these and nearly a quarter each from 
Herts and Surrey. In the Middx sector there appeared to be a decline to 13 
territories from 27 in 2005. Results for Kent and Bucks were again very 
disappointing, the dearth of records from the latter indicating a lack of records 
submitted. 
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All sites with breeding pairs or singing males/territories (numbers in brackets), 
all Bucks, Kent, Inner London and Middx records and maximum counts of ten 
or more birds are detailed below. 


Bedfords Park (1). Belhus Woods CP (2). Cornmill Meadows (1). Dagenham, 
Fords (2). Fairlop Waters (7). Gunpowder Park, ten on Feb 143th. Holyfield 
Lake (6). Hooks Marsh (14). Ingrebourne Valley (27), flocks peaking at 86 on 
Jan 18th and 100 on Dec 26th. Nags Head Fishing Lakes (1). Orsett Fen (1), 
the region’s largest flock of the year numbered 165 on Feb 1st. Pages Farm 
(1). Pyrgo Park, Havering, 11 on Dec 30th. Rainham Marshes NR (72), 60 on 
Feb 18th. Roding Valley Meadows (1). Tylers Common (1). Walthamstow 
Marsh (3). Warley CP (2). Warren Gorge (1). Weald Park (2), ten on Nov 19th. 
West Thurrock Marshes (2). 
Abbots Langley (1). Aldenham Res (3). Amwell GP (4), flocks peaking at 25 
on Jan 19th and 50 on Nov 26th. Beech Farm GP (2), 10+ on July 4th and 
13th. Cassiobury Park (1). Cheshunt GP (14). Frogmore GP (1), c15 on-Jan 
2nd. Hunton Bridge (1). Letchmore Heath (1). Otterspool (2). Panshanger 
Park (1), 50+ on Dec 17th and 24th. Redwell Wood, South Mimms, 10 on Jan 
25th. Rye Meads RSPB (19), 35 on Nov 4th. Scotsbridge Mill (1). 
Tyttenhanger GP (5), 10 on Mar 13th. Watford Link Road (1), 13 going to 
roost on Jan ‘st. alle 
Alexandra Park, two in Jan and a singing male Apr 12th. Brent Res (2). 
Bushy Park (4). Ferny Hill Farm, six on Feb 10th. Fir & Pond Woods, two on 
June 4th. Kempton Park NR (1), three on Nov 3rd. Stoke Newington Res (2). 
Tottenham Marsh (4). Wormwood Scrubs, two on Oct 2nd and singles on 
10th and Dec 15th. 

Wraysbury GP, four trapped during Sept. 

Chipstead Lake, peaks of four on Apr 24th and five on Oct 23rd. Dartford 
Marsh, three on Dec 15th. Greatness Pits, Sevenoaks, one on June 13th. 
Sevenoaks WR, numerous record with a maximum of six on Apr 29th. 
Beddington SF (5). Hersham GP (1). London Wetland Centre (24), 28 on Oct 
22nd. Molesey Heath (1). Richmond Park (15+). South Norwood CP (2). 
Tooting Common (1). Walton Res (2). Wimbledon Common (1), 30 on Jan 
19th. 

Camley Street NP, a single on Apr 24th. Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, a 
single over on Mar 14th was followed by a pair on Apr 17th and a singing male 
on Apr 23rd, 25th and May 2nd, with two singing males on Apr 25th; however, 
this promising activity did not lead to any breeding success on site. Regent's 
Park (1). 


Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 
Status: declining and increasingly localised breeding resident. 


A similar picture to last year with 29 records received but a far more promising 
10 territories/singing males recorded compared to two in 2005. The 
concentration in Essex was at its starkest ever with just one record in Herts to 
prevent the county from claiming all the records. 
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Essex Bulphan Fen (4). Fairlop Waters (1). Grange Waters, four on Oct 15th may 
have been part of the flock seen at Mollands. Ingrebourne Valley (2). 
Mollands Lane GPs, 11 on Oct 15th headed in the direction of Grange 

; Waters. Orsett (1). Orsett Fen (1). Rainham Marshes NR (1), five on Dec 2nd. 

Herts Potters Crouch, one at this former territory on Apr 2nd. 


The following chart shows the steep decline and a recent slight rise in 
territories over the past ten years. Note that the number in 1998 has been 
extrapolated to fill in missing data. 







Corn Bunting territories in London 
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Appendix I: Escapes 


The following records relate to birds known, or presumed to be of captive origin. In 
addition to those listed, there are fully-winged individuals of several species of 
wildfowl in collections such as at St James’s Park and Bushy Park. 


Fulvous Whistling Duck Dendrocygna bicolor 
In Lond St James’s Park, one brood produced from captive birds on June 16th. 


Black Swan Cygnus atratus 


Essex Ingrebourne Valley, one on Mar 5th. Lakeside Retail Park, singles on Oct 
11th, 24th and Nov 22nd. Leamouth, one on July 11th. Warren Gorge, one on 
Aug Qth. ; 

Essex/Herts Lea Valley, one pair with three small young in Jan and with three young 
in Nov/Dec; seen at various sites throughout year. 

Middx KGVI Res, two on Feb 11th. 

Kent Sevenoaks WR, one between Nov 24th and Dec 30th. 

Surrey Island Barn Res, one on Apr 26th. QEIl Res, singles on Apr 30th, May 4th and 
July 17th. R. Thames, Queens Promenade, two between Jan 8th-Feb 4th; 
singles on Apr 26th and June 9th. Waddon Ponds, a pair attempted to breed 
(unsuccessful) and present throughout Jan-June; one on Oct 22nd and from 
Nov-Dec. Walton Res, one on Aug 27th. 

In Lond Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, one intermittently from Oct 9th to year end. St 
James's Park, one brood from captive birds. 


Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 
Surrey London Wetland Centre, one on May 7th. 


0154 | Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 
Surrey London Wetland Centre, one throughout the year. 


Swan Goose Anser cygnoides 


Essex Raphael Park, Romford, one on Oct 27th. Walthamstow Res, up to two 
between Mar 12th and Nov 19th. 


0158  Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 
Surrey Gatton Park Lake, two on Feb 18th and one on Mar 22nd. 


Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus 
Herts | Essendon, one on Aug 28th. Hatfield Park, three between July 30th and Dec 
28th. 


Surrey Beddington SF, one on May Qth. Island Barn Res, one on May 2nd. 
Hammersmith, six flew high over on Apr 1st. London Wetland Centre, singles 
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on Feb 25th, Mar 2nd-4th, 11th and 29th; two over on Apr 22nd and June 8th; 
two on Nov 7th; up to seven in Dec. Richmond Park, one on May 2nd. Walton 
Res, one on May 4th. Wimbledon Common, singles on Jan 15th and Feb 7th. 


Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 
Walthamstow Res, one on Jan 14th and Feb 11th. 


Emperor Goose Anser canagicus 


Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens and St James’s Park, one on various dates 
throughout year. 


Canada Goose Branta canadensis 


A small race bird was seen at Borehamwood (Sept 12th), Brookmans Park 
(Oct 3rd), Hilfield Park Res (Aug 24th-27th) and Tyttenhanger GP (Aug 23rd, 
Sept 16th-17th). Li oe 

Hyde Park, a small race bird on Feb 12th-13th, 15th and 19th. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 


Fishers Green, one on Apr 8th, two on 9th and 18th; four on June 12th; 3-4 
intermittently from Aug 13th to end Dec. Holyfield Hall Farm, two on Mar 25th. 
Holyfield Lake, four on Jan 30th and Feb 16th. 

Amwell GP, one on Jan ist. Cheshunt GP, one on Apr 30th and two on Dec 
31st. 

Sevenoaks WR, singles on Feb 11th, Mar ist, Apr 5th and 22nd, three on 
29th; singles on May 31st, Aug 9th, 30th, Sept 1st and Dec 2nd. 

Beddington SF, one on May 24th. Holmethorpe SP, one on Oct 9th. London 
Wetland Centre, singles on Apr 27th-29th, May 3rd, Aug 28th, Sept 23rd-24th, 
Oct 16th, 19th and 22nd, two on 24th, 1-2 from 25th intermittently to Dec 
29th. Richmond Park, one on Dec 14th. Walton Res, three on June 1st, one 
on Aug ist and two on Nov 3rd. 


Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata 


Dobbs Wier, two on Aug 27th. Orsett Fen, two on Jan 10th, three on Apr 24th. 
Aldenham Res, one present with Mallards all year. Scotsbridge Mill, one on 
Feb 23rd. Verulamium Lake, five on Jan 28th and Apr 2nd, three on 26th; four 
on May ‘st; three on Aug 9th. 

Brent Res, one on June 3rd. Ponders End Lake, one on Oct 19th. 

Ewell, six on Jan 15th. 


Pintail Anas acuta 


Battersea Park, two on Jan 15th. Hyde Park, singles on Feb 23rd and Aug 
22nd. Regent’s Park, up to three all year. St James’s Park, one brood from 
captive birds. 
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Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 


Connaught Water, up to two throughout the year. 

Bury Lake, up to two between Apr 9th-May 7th were seen feeding on bread. 
Bushy Park, present all year, max 19 on Jan 18th. Hampton Court Park, up to 
two pairs between Jan 6th-Mar 1st and up to eight in Dec. > 

Beddington SF, singles on May 1st and June 16th-18th and 28th. Long Ditton 
Filter Beds, two on Feb 16th. Richmond Park, three pairs on Lower Pen 
Ponds on Jan 2nd; a pair on May 16th; up to 12 from Aug 18th to Dec Qth. 
Waddon Ponds, one intermittently throughout Dec. 

Kensington Gardens, a pair between Feb 12th-Mar 30th, three on May 29th 
and one on Dec 4th. Regent’s Park, up to 28 present all year. St. James's 
Park, up to eight in Feb; a fully-winged pair hatched three broods. 


Rosybill Netta peposaca 
Connaught Water, one on Jan 7th and 12th. 


New Zealand Scaup Aythya novaeseelandiae 
Kensington Gdns, a male on Mar 30th. 


Eider Somateria mollissima 
St. James’s Park, a captive female with a single duckling on July 13th. 


White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus 
Bowyer’s GP, one on Oct 30th. 


Oxyura sp 
Cheshunt GP, one on June 25th was a black-headed Ruddy Duck like bird. 


White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala 


Hilfield Park Res, the returning drake on Jan ‘st, 3rd and 4th. 

Broadwater Lake, the same drake on Jan 11th, 13th, 20th, 23rd-24th and 
29th. This was the last date when it was seen, having originally turned up on 
Dec 14th 2002. 


Wood Duck Aix sponsa 


Kensington Gdns, a drake on Oct 31st and Nov 2nd and a duck on Nov 4th, 
oth and 8th. 


Common Peafowl Pavo cristatus 


Beech Farm GP, one on July 23rd. Hatfield Park, two on May 7th and four on 
Dec 28th. Tyttennanger GP, one on Apr 13th. 
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White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 


Walthamstow Res, one flew high NE on Mar 19th. 
St James’s Park, the free-flying bird was present all year. 


Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 


Gatton Park Lake, one on Feb 18th and Mar 22nd. Holmethorpe SP, one on 
Oct 1st. 


Chukar Alectoris chukar 


Vicarage Farm, a Chukar-type bird was present with Red-legged Partridges 
on Mar 10th and 19th. 


Quail Coturnix coturnix 
London Wetland Centre, a pale plumaged bird on July 10th. 


Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 
North Mymms Park, three on May 21st and July 2nd. 


Indian White-backed Vulture Gyps bengalensis 


Beddington SF, one flew over and into Croydon on Nov 11th. Richmond Park, 
one on Nov 10th roosted overnight. 


Harris’s Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 
Beddington SF, one on Jan 3rd, Feb 19th and May 21st. 


Lanner Falco biarmicus 
Rye Meads RSPB, one on Nov 4th. 


Silver Gull Larus novaehollandiae 
St. James’s Park, an adult on Mar 20th. 


Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus 


Rye Meads RSPB, one on May 29th. 

Brent Res, singles on May 14th, June 24th, Aug 6th and Sept 16th. Enfield, 
singles on Apr 2nd and Nov 12th. Kempton NR, one on Sept 10th. Staines 
Moor, one on Aug 30th. 

Queen Mother Res, one on Sept 10th. Wraysbury GP, one on Sept ‘st. 
Beddington SF, singles on July 31st and Aug 2nd. London Wetland Centre, 
one on Sept 28th. Richmond Park, one on July 23rd. Sanderstead, one on 
Sept 11th. 
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Budgerigar — Melopsittacus undulatus 


Brent Res, one on Mar 11th. Seven Sisters, one on Mar 30th. Stoke 
Newington Res, one on Sept 21st. Wormwood Scrubs, one on Aug 15th. 


Eastern Rosella Platycercus eximius 
Garston, one on Mar 30th. 


Galah Eolophus roseicapilla 
Lakeside Retail Park, one on June 27th. 


Senegal Parrot Polcephalus senegalus 


Blackhorse Lane, one on Aug ‘st. 
Tottenham Marsh, one on Sept 7th. 
Shirley, two on Sept 19th. 


Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 


Aberford Park, a pair adding twigs to nest on Feb 26th. Borehamwood, 
present all year with max of 51 in Jan and c40 on Feb 27th, including nine 
active nests. Haberdashers Girls School, Elstree, three on Apr 4th and two on 
May 2nd. Hatfield, one in Sept. 

Mudchute City Farm, recorded regularly throughout the year around 
communal nest site with a max of 25 on Aug 16th. 


Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria 
Paddington Green W2, one on Nov 10th. 


Blue-fronted Amazon Amazona aestiva 


Connaught Water, one on Feb 4th and Mar 18th. 
Hersham, one at Ring-necked Parakeet roost on Feb 27th. 


Orange-winged Amazon Amazona amazonica 
West End Common, Esher, one on Sept 12th. 


Eagle Owl Bubo bubo 


Thornton Heath, one sporting leather straps and bell on June 26th-27th and 
July 2nd was said to have been in the area for a few days prior to the first date 
given. 


Violet Turaco Musophaga violacea 


Kingston-upon-Thames, one on Feb 28th and Apr 30th. Richmond Park, one 
on July 22nd, 26th, 28th and Aug 17th. 
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Canary Serinus canaria 
Tottenham Marsh, one, possibly a hybrid, on July 18th. 


Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 


Thames Ditton, one on Apr 2nd flew into a window but subsequently 
recovered. 


Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis 
Purley, one on Apr 1st. 


Sudan Golden Sparrow Passer luteus 
Stoke Newington Res, one on May 3rd. 


Red-crested Cardinal | Paroaria coronata 
Ruislip, one on June 25th. 


White-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus leucotis 
Putney, one on Mar 3rd. 


Bulbul sp 
Paddington Green W2, a White-eared or White-cheeked Bulbul on June 12th. 
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Appendix Il: Hybrids 


The following records relate to wild or feral hybrids. 
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Canada Goose x Greylag Goose 


Ingrebourne Valley, five on Jan 21st and Oct 29th. Walthamstow Res, a 
mixed pair bred, producing three young; two on Nov 19th; one on Dec 14th 
and 17th. 

Amwell GP, one on June (st. Hilfield Park Res, one on Sept 17th. 

Stoke Newington Res, one recorded on several dates during the summer. 
Beddington SF, one on Feb 18th. London Wetland Centre, recorded in all 
months except June and July with a max of four on several occasions. R. 
Thames, Queens Promenade, two on June 19th. 

Hyde Park/Kensington Gdns, two on Feb 13th and ten on Nov 27th. 


White-fronted Goose x Bar-headed Goose 


London Wetland Centre, one on Dec 19th. 

St James's Park, a free-flying White-fronted Goose and captive Bar-headed 
Goose bred and produced two free-flying young, one of which survived and 
was presumably the bird seen at the Wetland Centre. 


Canada Goose x Lesser White-fronted Goose 
Amwell GP, one on June 1st. 


Greylag Goose x Barnacle Goose 
Sevenoaks WR, two on Dec 2nd. 


Egyptian Goose x Ruddy Shelduck 
Staines Res, two birds possibly of this parentage on Jan (st. 


Mallard x Gadwall 
Wraysbury GP, the returning drake on Nov 6th. 


Gadwall hybrid 


Orlitts Lakes, a drake on Nov 4th displayed some characters consistent with 
Gadwall x Wigeon hybrid. 


Aythya hybrids 

Amwell GP, a female Tufted Duck type with waxy red bill on Dec 10th 
suggested a Tufted Duck x Rosybill hybrid. 

Wraysbury GP, a drake Ferruginous Duck x Pochard (resembling a drake 
Redhead) on Nov 6th and 8th. 

Sevenoaks WR, a Tufted Duck x Scaup on Dec 3rd, 24th and 27th. 
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London Wetland Centre, a Ring-necked Duck x Tufted Duck from Nov 23rd to 
year end and a Ferruginous Duck type hybrid on Dec 1st. Thorpe Water Park, 
a drake Pochard x Scaup on Oct 15th and 17th. 


Red-crested Pochard x Pochard 
Wraysbury GP, a drake on Nov 8th. 


Hooded Merganser x Goldeneye 


Hilfield Park Res, one on Apr 23rd and from May 1st-12th. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, a drake from Feb 3rd-12th. Broadwater Lake, the regular 
drake on Sept 24th. 

All the above records record to the regular returning individual. 


Buzzard x Red-tailed Hawk 
Harlow, an escaped falconers bird on Jan ‘st. 


Large falcon sp. 


Amwell GP, a large falcon resembling a 1st winter white morph Gyrfalcon on 
Oct 12th did not appear to have jesses. 
Walthamstow Res, a probable Gyrfalcon hybrid on Dec 17th. 


Glaucous Gull x Herring Gull 
Rainham Marshes NR, one on Feb 8th. 
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First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants — 2006 


Summer Migrants Arrival Departure 

Garganey Mar 14 London Wetland Centre Nov 10 London Wetland Centre 
Osprey Apr 1 - Thames Chase Nov 5 KGVI Res 

Hobby Apr 1 Kingston-upon- Thames Oct 7 Arthur Jacob NR 

Little Ringed Plover Mar15 London Wetland Centre Sept 23 Stanstead Abbots GP 
Whimbrel Apr 1 Rainham Marshes NR Sept 9 Rainham Marshes NR 
Black Tern Apr16  KGV Res Oct 3 KGV Res 

Sandwich Tern Mar25 KGV Res Sept 24 KGVI Res 

Common Tern Mar 25 London Wetland Centre Oct 12 Walthamstow Res 
Arctic Tern Apr 11 Island Barn Res Oct 9 Hilfield Park Res 

Turtle Dove Apr 27 ~— Stanford Rivers Sept 16 Regent's Park 

Cuckoo Apr 2 Stocker’s Lake Aug 28 __ Tyttenhanger GP 

Swift Apr16 = 3 sites Oct 6 Reigate E 
Sand Martin Mar 25 6sites Oct 11 Stoke Newington Res 
Swallow Mar 25 — Tyttenhanger GP Nov 8 Stoke Newington 
House Martin Mar 25 —__Ingrebourne Vy/London WC Nov 24 — Rainham Marshes NR 
Tree Pipit Apr 4 Beddington SF Oct 12 Beddington SF 

Yellow Wagtail Apr 4 4 sites Oct 13 Alexandra Park 
Nightingale Apr16 = 3 sites July 26 Croxley Moor 

Common Redstart Apr 1 Richmond Pk/Walthamstow Oct 1 London Wetland Centre 
Whinchat Apr15 — Fairlop Waters Oct 14 Wormwood Scrubs 
Wheatear Mar 24  Minet CP Oct 29 West Thurrock Marshes 
Ring Ouzel Mar 25 Walthamstow Res Nov 10 London Wetland Centre 
Grasshopper Warbler Apr15 = 3 sites Oct 22 Hilfield Park Res 
Sedge Warbler Mar 31 Amwell GP. Oct 1 London Wetland Centre 
Reed Warbler Apr 4 Amwell GP Oct 22 Beddington/London WC 
Garden Warbler Apr 4 Amwell GP Oct 21 Queen Mary GP 
Lesser Whitethroat Apr16 Alexandra Park Oct 14 Rye Meads RSPB 
Common Whitethroat Mar 18 Hall Marsh Oct 7 Dagenham Chase 
Wood Warbler Apr 14 = Wormley Wood Aug 29 Warren Gorge 

Willow Warbler Mar 25 Dagenham Chase Oct 21 London Wetland Centre 
Spotted Flycatcher Apr 29 ~~ Thorndon Park Oct 13 Stoke Newington 

Pied Flycatcher Apr 8 Fairlop Waters Sept 16 Bedfords Park 

Winter Migrants Departure Arrival 

Smew Mar 26 Staines Res Nov 15 Connaught Water 
Goosander May5' QEll Res Oct 27 Holyfield Lake 

Bittern Apr 7 London Wetland Centre Oct 24 Ingrebourne Valley 
Jack Snipe Apr 23 London Wetland Centre Sept 27 Horton GP 

Rock Pipit Apr 4 Regent's Park Sept 19 Regent's Park 

Water Pipit Apr 24 ~— Regent’s Park Oct 10 London Wetland Centre 
Fieldfare Apr 29 South Norwood Lake Oct 4 Potters Bar 

Redwing Apr19 Brent Res Oct 9 Ingrebourne Valley 
Brambling Apr 27 ~~ Wimbledon Common Sept 23 —_ Holyfield Hall Farm 
Siskin May 18' Welham Green ‘Sept 5 Stoke Newington Res 


‘Summering bird(s) reported 
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Conditions for ringing during 2006 were generally good, with warm, dry weather 
dominating for much of the Summer. However, the Spring was cold and wet, and the 
unsettled conditions with thundery downpours persisted into May. Local 
thunderstorms returned in the later half of August but were followed by an 
exceptionally warm spell in mid- to late-Autumn. These conditions appear to have had 
an adverse affect on the productivity of some resident species, with Wren and 
Dunnock being particularly affected. However, some tit species recovered from a 
poor year in 2005; and some summer migrants did well, showing significant increases 
in juveniles. 


The reported ringing total in the LNHS Area during 2006 was 20,396—a small rise of 
4% on the previous year, but 25% higher than the nine-year average and the second 
highest total during that period. This total was made up of 17,256 full-grown birds (up 
1%) and 3,140 nestlings (up 22%). 


Table 1. The most-ringed species, in descending order 


Species Full-grown Pullus Total 
Blue Tit 2,396 839 3230 
Great Tit 1PS25 905 2,230 
Blackcap 1,473 0 1,473 
Greenfinch 11,001 if 1,338 
Reed Warbler 1,051 47 1,098 
Tree Sparrow lit 875 892 
Common Whitethroat 846 5 851 
Common Chiffchaff 809 0 809 
House Martin TAM 0 717 
Robin 673 5 678 


The top four places in the most-ringed species list remain unchanged but there are 
changes lower down the list. Tree Sparrow returns to the list after a year’s absence. 
Common Whitethroat numbers were the highest recorded over the last nine years, 
with above average catches at all the main ringing sites. The House Martin total is 
solely as a result of exceptional catches at Rye Meads. Common Chiffchaff remains 
on the list, despite a fall in numbers of 25%, and Blackcap was down by 17%; but both 
tit species, Reed Warbler and Greenfinch increased in numbers. 


With some exceptions, the number of waterfowl ringed was down on 2005. The goose 
catch at Sevenoaks was down by a third, and Gadwall, Eurasian Teal and Mallard 
numbers were all down. However, good catches of adult Tufted Duck at Rye Meads 
brought the total for this species up to 18. Adult Water Rail numbers were down by a 
third; but Moorhen were up by 137%, and Coot were up one to 53 individuals ringed. 


Wader species had mixed fortunes. Eight adult Northern Lapwing were ringed, which 
was well above the average, but Dunlin numbers were down at 61. Good catches of 
Snipe by Dartford, Rye Meads and Runnymead Ringing Groups brought the total of 
adults of this species up to 17—well above the average. Five Green Sandpiper at Rye 
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Meads equalled the catch for 2005 and the two Woodcock caught by Hersham RG 
was the icing on the cake. 


Numbers of Woodpigeon ringed were down on last year but close to the average. 
Collared Dove increased by 28%; but, once again, Turtle Dove was not recorded, the 
last record being in 2003. Ring-necked Parakeet numbers were up again, with the 
majority of the ringing records coming from Runnymede but with a small and 
increasing number being caught at Blackheath. Owl numbers fluctuate year on year, 
but seven Barn Owl (up one), one Little Owl, and four Tawny Owl (one adult and three 
pulli—down one) were similar to 2005. 


Both Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers fell back from the very high numbers 
recorded last year, and once again there was a solitary record of Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker reported by Hersham Ringing Group. 


With the exception of a small number of Swallow pulli, the annual hirundine total has 
remained relatively constant over the last few years. In 2006, however, Rye Meads 
ringing group caught 65 Sand Martin and a very pleasing total of 717 House Martin. 
Meadow Pipit numbers were also well above average, with good catches by Rye 
Meads and Runnymede groups. Grey Wagtail showed an increase, whilst Pied 
Wagtail fell back slightly from the 2005 figures. 


Several of the more-commonly-ringed—and mainly sedentary—species showed a fall 
in numbers: Wren was down 35%; Dunnock down 29%; Blackbird down 24%; and 
Song Thrush down 22%. The British Trust for Ornithology Constant Effort Sites 
scheme recorded a similar picture for these species on a national level. Tit numbers 
overall were much the same as in 2005, with only small increases in both adult Blue 
and Great Tits; however, Coal Tit total dropped from 71 to 47. House Sparrow 
numbers dropped dramatically; but this was mainly as a result of an individual ringer, 
who had caught good numbers at Hatfield in 2005, being unable to devote time to the 
species in 2006. 


Greenfinch numbers increase year on year as they move deeper into the inner 
suburbs, taking full advantage of feeders during the Winter months. Goldfinch also 
appear to be following this ttend—perhaps as a result of the increased provision of 
niger seed. Both these species in 2006 were ringed in numbers well above the nine-. 
year average; and one could only wish it were the same for Linnet and Lesser 
Redpoll, whose numbers have continued to decline—at least in the less-rural areas. 
lt was a good year for Siskin, with catches made at several feeding stations. 
Brambling also were present in some numbers at two locations, with Dartford RG and 
Barry Trevis ringing 58 and 60 respectively. 


There were mixed fortunes for the summer migrants, with Acrocephalus species 
showing significant increases in adult abundance: Sedge Warbler up 24%; and Reed 
Warbler up 17%. Some Silvia warblers also returned in good numbers, with Lesser 
Whitethroat up 26% and Whitethroat up 51%. However, it was not all good news, as 
adult Garden Warbler numbers were down 10% and Blackcap down 18%. Adult 
Common Chiffchaff also were down in numbers; and once again the number of Willow 
Warblers dropped, but they are still recorded in significant numbers by Runnymede 
and Rye Meads RG. 


There was a significant increase in the number of pulli ringed, but the majority of this 
increase relates to Great Tit and Tree Sparrow. Great Tit had a very good breeding 
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season, with pulli numbers up by 47%; but this good fortune was not enjoyed by Blue 
Tit (the other main nest-box user), pulli being down by 4%. Tree Sparrow also had an 
excellent year, with an 83% increase in the number of pulli ringed; the majority of 
these were at the long-running nest-box project at Beddington Sewage Farm, where 
827 were ringed. At 129, the number of Common Tern chicks was the highest 
recorded in recent years, with Runnymede contributing 15, Rye Meads 76, and Paul 
Roper adding a further 38 to this total from a site at Cheshunt. 


The first Little Egret to be ringed in the LNHS Area was in 2003, and this year there 
were two: one was ringed at the same site as the 2003 bird (Lemsford Springs) and 
the other at Rye Meads. Other unusual species ringed in 2006 included: Cormorant; 
Egyptian Goose (possibly the first for the LNHS Area); Little Owl; Cuckoo (3); Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker; Whinchat; Fieldfare, Common Redstart (2); Ring Ouzel; 
Grasshopper Warbler; Firecrest; and Marsh Tit (3). 


There have been a number of interesting recoveries reported during the year; a 
selection of these is listed below. (Sites within the London Area are attributed to their 
Watsonian vice-county, as used in the rest of the London Bird Report, with the 
present administrative area in parentheses. This is to prevent confusion since many 
counties, where the original ringing, recovery or contro! may have taken place, use 
current administrative boundaries.) 


The first detail line shows the ring number, the age when ringed, and the date and 
site of original ringing; the second line the date and site of subsequent recovery or 
recapture; the third line the distance (1km = 0.625 miles), direction and number of 
days between original ringing and final recovery; and finally any observations or 
comments. 


Key to symbols used: 


ly First-year 

2y Second-year 

ad Adult 

F Female 

juv Juvenile 

M Male 

pul Pullus/Nestling 

R Caught and released by a ringer 

VV Ring or colour marks read in the field 
X Found dead 


Shot or killed by man 


Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
DK40719 pul 15/04/94 Lower Feltham, Middlesex (Greater London) 
Ke 12/05/05 Tate Modern, Surrey (Greater London) 
24km.; 4,045 days 


Although not a movement of any distance, the location of the recovery is unusual for the species. This 
is believed to be a Peregrine Falcon kill. 
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Dunlin Calidris alpina 
3455405 ly 25/09/97 Malmohus, Sweden 
R 11/02/06 Crossness, Kent (Greater London) 
946km.; 3,061 days 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
NV29974 ad = 03/12/05 Rye Meads, Hertfordshire 
+ 29/12/05 Gironde, France 
697km.; 26 days 


Although rarely reported, this strong migrant is not uncommon in winter passage though the LNHS 
Area. Unfortunately, it is a favourite quarry for hunters; and this bird (like most ringing recoveries) was 
shot. 


Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 

As in previous years, there is a large number of records for this species—many of which are sani 
records made by Alan Gibson in the Royal Parks. These comprise birds ringed in the London area, 
mostly as adults in Winter; and birds ringed abroad, usually as pulli in countries bordering the North 
Sea and the Baltic Sea. These sight records include birds originating from Belgium (1), Holland (2), 
Denmark (2), Sweden (11), Norway (3), Lithuania (4), Finland (3), Poland (3) and the Czech Republic 
(1). Alan also reported ten sight records of UK-ringed birds that were ringed more than 20 years ago. 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
S$V65204 pul 29/07/00 = Avoch, Highland Region, Scotland 
VV 29/05/05 = Rye Meads, Hertfordshire 

698km.; 1,765 days 


Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus 
8A72367 lyF 29/10/04 Hareid, Mare og Romsdal, Norway 
R 28/03/05 Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire 
1,232km.; 150 days 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
7053244 juv 16/07/05 Rye Meads, Hertfordshire 
R 01/08/05 Walberswick, Suffolk 
127km.; 16 days 


Juvenile dispersal east-north-east. 


7053815 juv 06/08/05 ~~ Rye Meads, Hertfordshire 
R 16/07/06 Kellington, North Yorkshire 
230km.; 344 days 


Presumably on passage when first caught in 2005, this bird was later found breeding much further 
north the following year. 


Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
4845085 juv 26/08/03 Floriac, Charente-Maritime, France 
R 24/07/04 Rye Meads, Hertfordshire 
702km.; 333 days 
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R790764 juv 07/08/04 Chew Valley Lake, Avon 
R 30/04/06 Bedfont Lakes, Middlesex (Greater London) 
151km.; 631 days 


Controls of Reed Warblers ringed in western England are unusual in the LNHS Area. 


7053819 juv 06/08/05 Rye Meads, Hertfordshire 
R 08/08/05 Beachy Head, Sussex 
117km.; 2 days 


A very rapid movement south by this juvenile. 


7699237 adM = 06/07/05 Queen Mary Reservoir, Middlesex (Surrey) 
R 30/04/06 Canton Magistris, Verbania, Italy 
897km.; 298 days 


An unusual movement as most UK breeding Reed Warblers cross the Mediterranean well to the west 
of Italy, moving north through Iberia. Possibly a drift migrant that originated from Scandinavia or the 
Baltic states and took the correct, more-eastern, route back the following Spring. 


7708184 juv 06/08/05 Bedfont Lakes, Middlesex (Greater London) 
R 06/09/05 Tardinghen, Par de Calais, France 
159km.; 31 days 


Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
K898936 adM 18/05/97 Morden, Surrey (Greater London) 
X 15/05/06 = Antwerp, Belgium 
326km.; 3,284 days 


Although the bird was not freshly dead when found, this is still a remarkable longevity record for the 
species. 


1292919 adM ~~ 08/05/05 Beddington SF, Surrey (Greater London) 
R 08/10/06 = Sandwich Bay, Kent 
108km.; 518 days 


Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 
ARP882 ty 20/11/04 Rye Meads, Hertfordshire 
09/03/06 North Baddesley, Hants 
139km.; 474 days 


An interesting colour-ring sighting of this bird that underlines the benefit of this: marking method. 


4N2613 ly aS AMOIGS Rockingham, Northamptonshire 
R = 25/03/06 Queen Mary Reservoir, Middlesex (Surrey) 
122km.; 145 days 


BAX137 ty 06/09/04 Wraysbury GP, Bucks (Berkshire) 
R 01/05/05 Bardsey Island, Gwynedd, Wales 
324km.; 237 days 


BDT321 juv 24/08/06 Formby, Merseyside 
R 08/10/06 Crossness, Kent (Greater London) 
316km.; 45 days 


Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
924408 juv 01/07/00 Queen Mary Reservoir, Middlesex (Surrey) 
R= 27/05/06 Wraysbury GP, Bucks (Buckinghamshire) 
6km.; 2,155 days 


Hey LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 71 FOR 2006 


A good age for this small passerine. This bird was retrapped several times during the intervening 
years. 


AHNO76 juv 22/08/02 Weymouth, Dorset 
| R = 02/04/05 Rye Meads, Hertfordshire 
213km.; 954 days 


Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
BKV579 tyM — 17/09/05 Queen Mary Reservoir, Middlesex (Surrey) 
R 07/10/06 Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire 
222km.; 385 days 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 
TE97197 juvM = 23/07/06 Beddington SF, Surrey (Greater London) 
R 23/10/06 Gomshall, Surrey 
28km.; 92 days 


A typical south-west Autumn movement for this species. 


1061894 tyF = 27/12/05 Tandridge, Surrey 
X 15/06/06 Sharnbrook, Bedfordshire 
115km.; 170 days 


And a north-north-west movement in Spring by this bird. 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
1675186 2yF 07/02/06 Hayes, Middlesex (Greater London) 
R 06/05/06 Fladdabister, Shetland 
954km.; 88 days 


Goldfinch breed only as far north as Caithness, with small populations in southern Scandinavia, so we 
can only speculate as to the destination of this bird. Apparently Shetland Bird Club reported three 
other Goldfinch present around this date. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus 
7089581 adM 14/03/06 Bletchingley, Surrey 
R 02/04/06 Dusseldorf, Germany 
— 437km.; 19 days 


A rapid easterly movement by this bird. This species is now a familiar visitor to the suburbs in late 
winter with the majority of the birds originating from Fennoscandia and the Baltic States. 


Table 2. Species totals of birds reported as ringed in the London Area during 2006 


Species Full-grown Pullus Total 
Mute Swan 18 6 24 
Greylag Goose ds 18) 
Canada Goose 69 69 
Egyptian Goose 1 i 

. Shelduck 5 5 
Gadwall 8 7 5 
Common Teal 15 19 


Mallard 36 15 51 


Shoveler 
Pochard 

Tufted Duck 
Ruddy Duck 

Little Grebe 
Cormorant 

Little Egret 

Grey Heron 
Sparrowhawk 
Kestrel 

Water Rail 
Moorhen 

Coot 

Little Ringed Plover 
Northern Lapwing 
Dunlin 

Jack Snipe 
Common Snipe 
Woodcock 

Green Sandpiper 
Black-headed Gull 
Common Tern 
Stock Dove 
Woodpigeon 
Collared Dove 


Ring-necked Parakeet 


Cuckoo 

Barn Owl 

Little Owl 

Tawny Owl 
Kingfisher 

Green Woodpecker 


Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 


Skylark 
Sand Martin 
Swallow 
House Martin 
_ Meadow Pipit 

_ Grey Wagtail 
Pied Wagtail 
Wren 
Dunnock 
Robin 
Common Redstart 
Whinchat 
European Stonechat 
Northern Wheatear 
Ring Ouzel 
Blackbird 
Fieldfare 
Song Thrush 
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Redwing 22 22 
Cetti's Warbler 3 3 
Grasshopper Warbler 1 1 
Sedge Warbler 522 41 563 
Reed Warbler 1,051 47 1,098 
Blackcap 1,473 1473 
Garden Warbler 25 25a 
Lesser Whitethroat 145 145 
Common Whitethroat 846 5 851 
Common Chiffchaff 809 809 
Willow Warbler 235 235 
Goldcrest 123 123 
Firecrest | 1 
Long-tailed Tit 396 396 
Blue Tit 2,396 839 3)255 + 
Great Tit 1325 905 2,230 
Coal Tit 38 9 47 
Marsh Tit 3 3 
Nuthatch lH 8 25 
Treecreeper Zi 2, 
Jay 57 4 61 
Magpie 16 9 25 
Jackdaw | | 2 
Carrion Crow 2 1 3 
Starling OW 22 179 
House Sparrow 178 178 
Tree Sparrow ti 875 892 
Chaffinch 482 4 486 
Brambling 120 120 
Greenfinch (loo 7 1,338 
Goldfinch 476 6 482 
Siskin 281 281 
Linnet 90 90 
Lesser Redpoll 10 10 
Bullfinch 101 101 
Yellowhammer 40 40 
Reed Bunting 220 29 249 


Totals 17,256 3,140 20,396 


List of contributors 


The compiler gratefully acknowledges the valuable information received from the 
following: D. Baggott; A. G. Beasley (Hersham Ringing Group); P. Black; D. Coleman; 
M. Cook; S. Christmas; C. W. Dee (Rye Meads Ringing Group); P. Delaloye (Maple 
Cross Ringing Group); J. Gent; A. Gibson; D. Harris (Runnymede Ringing Group); 
P. Jones (Dartford Ringing Group); M. Netherwood; P. Roper; R. F. Sanderson; and 
B. Trevis. 


| Roger Taylor, 21 Dallin Road, Plumstead, London SE18 3NY 
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The Breeding Bird Survey in London, 2006 


lan Woodward, BTO North London Contact 


The BTO/JNCC/RSPB Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) was introduced in 1994 to provide 
a measure of the population changes of our common and widespread birds. One- 
kilometre squares are chosen at random by BBS organisers at the BTO. Each square 
is allocated to a volunteer, who makes two early-morning transect walks between 
April and June, separated by at least four weeks. The survey is repeated each year, 
following the same route. By comparing counts of birds made on the same squares 
in successive years, it is possible to measure population changes. 


Where species are sufficiently widespread, changes in population can be measured 
at regional level as well as at national level. This report covers the London 
government office region, and therefore does not represent the entire LNHS area. 


In 2006, a total of 104 squares were surveyed in the London region. This represents 
a noteworthy increase when compared with the number of squares covered in 
previous years (see Table 7). 


Table 1. Number of squares covered over the most-recent ten years 


OC Tmmooommnoooe 2000) 200K ae 2002 2003" 20042005" 2006 
44 7 61 59 53 58 61 89 91 104 


In 2006, two species were seen for the first time on BBS walks in the London region 
— Ring Ouzel and Cetti’s Warbler. This brings the total seen on London squares to 
124 species. Other species-seen this year included Shoveler, Hobby, Black Redstart 
and Peafowl. 


Table 2 shows the population changes in London between 2005/2006 and 
1994/2006, compared with the change found nationally over these periods. The 
criterion for inclusion in the table is that a species occurs in an average of 30 squares 
per year over the survey period 1994 to 2006, which is considered to be the minimum 
number to provide reliable trends. As a result of the low number of squares covered 
in the early years of the survey, we can report on only 19 species. This year’s report 
includes figures for one additional species that was not included in 2005: Jay. 


Ten species show a Statistically significant increase in London between 1994 and 
2006: Woodpigeon; Collared Dove; Wren; Robin; Blue Tit; Great Tit; Magpie; Carrion 
Crow; Chaffinch; and Greenfinch. Three species continue to show a significant 
decrease in London over the same period: Blackbird; Starling; and House Sparrow. 


Population changes between 2005 and 2006 showed mixed fortunes for the 19 
species measured in London, with Dunnock, Chaffinch and Song Thrush showing 
large increases between the two years and Jay showing a large decrease. None of 
these changes was statistically significant. 


166 LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 71 FOR 2006 


Table 2. Population changes in numbers of birds in the BTO’s London region compared 
with the United Kingdom (Icl=lower confidence limit; ucl=upper confidence limit; figures in 
bold type are statistically significant) 


Sample size Change Change Change Change Change Change 
London 2005/2006 2005/2006 1994/2006 1994/2006 1994/2006 1994/2006 


London UK London London London UK 
Icl ucl 

Mallard 30 -9 -2 -7 -32 27 20 
Feral Pigeon 56 -10 -18 -18 -33 1 -12 
Woodpigeon 62 1 1 87 52 130 20 
Collared Dove 40 -4 ieee 67 30 AS 39 
Common Swift 49 9 -8 -17 -45 24 -26 
Wren 56 -7 -10 25 5 49 1S 
Dunnock 45 27 2 26 -3 64 25 
Robin 57 7 i 73 44 109 18 
Blackbird 62 0 -3 -20 -29 9 18 
Song Thrush 39 18 -2 -/ -32 28 wine 
Blue Tit 61 -4 -3 57 31 90 20 
Great Tit 55 4 6 149 94 220 54 
Jay 30 -23 4 -7 -40 46 1 
Magpie 60 t 4 36 13 64 -4 
Carrion Crow 61 -2 6 79 4 127 21 
Starling 61 6 5 -30 -42 -15 -27 
House Sparrow ay / -3 6 -65 -71 -58 -6 
Chaffinch 34 23 1 149 83 240 17 
Greenfinch 45 10 4 141 80 221 49 


lan Woodward, 245 Larkshall Road, Chingford, London, E4 9QHY 
janw_bto_nlon@hotmail.co.uk 
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Caspian Gull: An identification review 
Steve Arlow 


Introduction 


In recent years there has been an increase in the number of Caspian Gull Larus 
cachinnans records in the London Area. As Caspian Gull is still relatively unknown to 
many birdwatchers it is the purpose of this paper to create awareness of the 
appearance of this fine gull. It is not, however, intended as the definitive identification 
paper on the species. As with most large gulls Caspian Gull is highly variable and 
some can be very difficult to identify. Most will have a suite of distinctive characters 
that which will make the majority straightforward to identify. It is important that these 
characters are seen before making a positive identification; indeed identification 
should not be based solely on one or two characters alone, such as a very white 
head with small dark eye as similar species can also show such features. Largely, 
identification comes down to a combination of plumage and structure, both of which 
give Caspian Gull its appealing appearance. For instance Caspian Gull can look 
almost elegant and ‘kind faced’ when compared to some rather brutish and mean- 
looking Herring Gulls though this is not always the case. 


Where possible pictures should be taken of the bird and a description should be 
submitted to the county recorder. If in doubt on the identification of a bird don't be 
afraid to ask for help, there are plenty of birders out there with the experience of the 
species that are more than happy to assist whilst the internet has a wealth of 
information. 


What is a Caspian Gull? 


Caspian Gull is a relatively new bird to Britain’s avifauna with the first accepted 
records being as recently as 1995. Caspian Gull is a large white-headed, grey- 
backed gull that fits amongst the Herring and Yellow-legged Gull groups. It is a 
distinctive gull with a character all of its own and has only recently been given full 
species status in Britain. The main confusion species are primarily Yellow-legged 
Gull and Herring Gull but immature plumages of Lesser Black-backed Gull and even 
Great Black-backed Gull can also have some similarity. In general, Caspian Gull is a 
long-legged, long-winged bird with small white head, small dark eye. and parallel- 
sided bill. 


When to look for Caspian Gull 


Birders are still learning from their observations and are trying to piece together an 
understanding of the species’ occurrences and movements. In the past year or so a 
number of dedicated gull watchers have noted that there is an influx of birds from late 
autumn, usually around early-mid November, which stay, and sometimes actually 
increase in numbers, through the course of the winter. It is during the winter months 
at rubbish tios and nearby associated areas that attract the largest numbers of birds. 
Of course individual Caspian Gulls have been seen ‘out of season’ in most months. 
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The best chance of finding a Caspian Gull is between November and March, which 
will be significantly increased by visiting a rubbish tip. July and August can also be a 
good time to search for Caspian Gull though birds at this time of year will be in active 
moult as well as being heavily worn and abraded. They can appear rather short 
winged as primary moult progresses and wing covert pattern becomes less defined 
which means they are more of an identification challenge from Herring and Yellow- 
legged Gulls at this time of year. In the late summer months some first and second 
year Herring and Yellow-legged Gulls become increasingly white-headed which only 
adds to the overall complexity of identification. 


The first Caspian Gulls to be proven in Britain were actually in July and August at 
Mucking Tip, Essex in 1995. Essex’s first juvenile Caspian Gull was found as recently 
as August 2005 proving that there is dispersal from the eastern European breeding 
sites in the late summer; birds of older ages could, conceivably, have over-summered 
somewhere in Britain or the near continent. Further observation in summer will 
hopefully increase our knowledge on the occurrence of the species at this time of 
year. 


Identification 


The following section deals with the identification of juvenile, 1st winter, 2nd winter, 
3rd winter and 4th winter/adult types. 


JIZZ 
It would seem that that there are some aspects of Caspian Gull at all ages that can 
be used for picking out a potential candidate though these should not be used solely 
as an identification feature but in association with plumage characters. ~ 


Standing birds: Caspian Gulls have a tendency to have a more upright stance when 
compared with other large gulls though this can be variable, i.e. windy conditions may 
mean a change in posture. However, it can be a useful feature when scanning 
through a flock of birds. As a result of the more upright stance the long wings are 
generally more downward pointing, whereas they are held in a more horizontal 
position on Herring Gull for instance. The long spindly legs, a lot of leg visible above | 
the ‘knee’, help emphasis the tall impression. Caspian Gull has a relatively long neck 
which when at rest can give a high-chested, ‘holding its breath’, appearance. A rather 
small, pear- shaped head with small beady eye often gives a distinctive impression 
that makes Caspian Gull stand out from the crowd. 


There often appears to be a lot of bird behind the legs due to the long wings so, along 
with the flatter back, can look rather attenuated. The bulging rear belly is more 
prominent than on most other large gull species though this feature is variable. 


‘Floating’ birds: It has been noted that Caspian Gulls, especially adults, show a rather 
banana-shaped appearance when floating on water. The long wings are often held up 
higher away from the water's surface, which in conjunction with the flatter back gives 
a distinct appearance. Other long-winged gulls such as Yellow-legged and LBB Gulls 
normally don't give this appearance. 


For both of the above it must be stressed that this is primarily for those that are 
deemed ‘classic’ birds as similar species can often show a Suite of these features 


Juvenile/1st year 


IDENTIFICATION OF CASPIAN GULL 





Image 1: juvenile Caspian 
Gull, Paglesham Lagoon, 
27‘. August 2005. 


Note the white head, long 
sloping forehead with 
peak at the hind crown 
and stand out eye. The bill 
is long with minimal gony- 
deal angle and tapering 
tip. The breast and under- 
side is white. The wing 
coverts are brown and 
uniform with fine whitish 
fringes, no barring across 
the greater coverts, com- 
pare with the juvenile Her- 
ring Gull to the left of the 
image. The tertials are 
dark and plain with neat 
white fringing that doesn’t 
reach the greater coverts. 
There are only isolated 


dark marks on the under-tail coverts. The legs are long and fleshy colour. The bird has a very high- 
chested, upright stance with the wings pointed downwards. There are a small number of grey upper 
scapulars. The overall impression is of an elegant and ‘pale’ bird. 





Image 2: juvenile Yellow- 
legged Gull, Paglesham 
Lagoon, 27‘ August 2005. 


The head is smaller and 
rounder than on Caspian 
Gull though equally white. 
The dark bill is also 
shorter and __ blunter 
tipped. The under-parts 
are also white based with 
brown mottling on the 
breast sides. The wing 
coverts are brown with 
white fringes and obvious 
dark barring. The tertials 
are dark centred with 
white fringes with slight 
notching, though not as 
significant as seen on 
Herring Gull. The primar- 
ies are long. The legs are 


pale pinkish and sturdy. The scapulars are brown with pale fringes but note the upper scapulars are 
new second generation with a brown anchor mark with a subterminal band. Michahellis doesn't 
have the long necked, upright, high-chested character of Caspian Gull. 
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Image 3: juvenile Caspian 
Gull, Paglesham Lagoon 
20" August 2006. 


On this bird note the ‘plain 
brown’ scapulars and 
wing coverts with only 
faint off-white fringes, a 
more solidly uniform ap- 
pearance than on either 
Herring or Yellow-legged 
Gulls. The tertials are 
darker with only fine 
whitish fringes and tips 
lacking any notching. The 
head and neck is whitish 
with heavy lower hind 
neck streaking. The bill is 
characteristically long and 
slender. This bird is less 
advanced than Image 1, 
with a less white-headed 
appearance. The _ light 
conditions at the time 
have given a ‘warmish’ 
tone to the plumage. 


Image 4: juvenile Yellow- 
legged Gull with juvenile 
Herring Gull, Paglesham 
Lagoon, 27" August 2005. 


Compared with the 1* 
winter Herring Gull to its 
right the Yellow-legged 
Gull is very white-headed | 
with white ground colour 
to the under parts 
whereas the Herring Gull 
has a brown’ ground 
colour. The wing coverts 
are brown centred with 
pale fringes, similar to 
Caspian Gull, but darker. 
The head shape is unlike 
Caspian Gull however, 
' . « - being rounder with less 
le. sloping forehead, lacking 
se the pear-shaped appear- 
ance. The bill is dark and 
there is a pronounced 
gonys. The legs are quite long and slender, compared with the Herring Gull, and are pinkish. It 
lacks the upright stance and high chest that is such a Caspian Gull characteristic. A number of the 
scapulars have already been replaced. 
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Image 5: juvenile Herring 
Gull, Westcliff, 24 July 
2004. 


A typical individual. The 
scapulars are brown with 
pale buff and whitish fring- 
ing with notching giving 
an ‘oak leaf’ pattern. The 
wing coverts have a buff- 
ish ground tone and 
brown barring, quite un- 
like Caspian Gull. The ter- 
tials are brown but have 
whitish ‘notching’, lacking 
the fine edges of Caspian 
Gull, which can be vari- 
able in extent. The pri- 
mary projection is short 
compared to long on 
Caspian Gull. The head is 
rounded with a dark mask 
around the eye. The legs are quite short and pink. The under-tail coverts are strongly barred. 





Image 6: juvenile Lesser 
Black-backed Gull, Vange 
Marsh, 7 September 
2004. 


Note the round head, 
brown ground colour and 
long wings. The scapulars 
are plain and dark- cen- 
tred with white fringes. 
Notice there are several 
new 2" generation scapu- 
lars. The median coverts 
are dark with white edges. 
The greater coverts are 
more solid than on Her- 
ring Gull and lack the bar- 
ring of that species. The 
tertials are similar to 
Caspian Gull in that they 
are solid dark brown with 
narrow white fringes and 
tip. The rear belly and 


under-tail coverts are white with limited dark barring. The legs are quite long and pale pinkish. 
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Image 7: juvenile Great 
Black-backed Gull, Vange 
Marsh, 7 September 
2004. 


This species is included 
here due to a number of 
factors. Immature GBB 
Gulls often show a very 
white head and small dark 
eye that can recall 
Caspian Gull. The bird’s 
ground colour is whitish, 
also recalling Caspian 
Gull; however note the 
short, deep bill and the 
‘white’ wing coverts with 
bold barring and short pri- 
mary projection. The bird 
also shows considerable 
bulk and power compared 
with the more elegant and 
delicate proportions of the 
Caspian Gull in Image 1. 


Image 8: 1 winter 
Caspian Gull with 1‘ win- 
ter Herring Gull, Pagle- 
sham Lagoon, 26" 
November 2005. 


Compare with the 1° win- 
ter Herring Gull behind. 
The Caspian Gull has a 
strikingly white head, 
stand out small dark eye, 
sloping forehead and a 
long, dark and _ parallel 
sided bill. The hind neck 
streaking creates a 
shawled- effect. The 
upper-parts also. differ 
whilst the greater coverts 
are brown-centred with a 
pale trailing edge; the 
Herring Gull shows 
‘barred’ wing coverts. The 
tertial pattern differs, 
showing a neat pale fringe 
and the wings look long. 
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Image 9: 1% winter 
Caspian Gull, Dartford, 
Kent, 26" December 
2006. 


Birds as ‘classic’ as this 
one should not prove too 
difficult to identify. The 
small head with long slop- 
ing forehead and small 
beady eye; the thin, even 
sided bill; the hind neck 
streaking creating the 
shawled effect; the pale 
grey scapular feathers 
with fine dark feather 
streaks and ‘anchors’; 
solid brown tertials with 
fine white tips and fringes; 
pale tipped greater 
coverts; overall whitish 
base colour and long 
blackish primaries. 


Image 10: 1% winter 
Caspian Gull, Paglesham 
Lagoon, 3% December 
2005. 


Taken in bright light this 
bird could easily be over 
looked amongst similarly 
aged Herring Gulls. How- 
ever the bird exhibits a 
white head with sloping 
forehead, small dark iso- 
lated eye and parallel- 
sided bill, albeit a rather 
large one. The under- 
parts show a= whitish 
ground colour and the ter- 
tials are dark-centred with 
whitish tips and fringing, 
unlike Herring Gull. When 
stood out of the water it 
had a more classic 
Caspian Gull appearance. 
Different light conditions 
can give different impres- 
sions of pale and dark 
plumages and should be 
born in mind when identifying any Caspian Gull. This bird also shows a more atypical greater covert 
pattern, not so uniformly plain. 
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Image 11: 1% winter 
Caspian Gull, Hole Haven 
Creek, Canvey Island, 
21% January 2006. 


A classic 1*t winter bird. 
The head is gleaming 
white with sloping fore- 
head and with small dark 
eye, pale whitish ground 
colour, lower hind neck 
streaking creating a 
shawled effect, ‘powdery’ 
grey mantle and scapular 
feathers with diffuse dark 
shaft streaks and subter- 
minal bars, dark tertials 
with neat pale fringes, 
long blackish primaries 
and pale brownish wing 
coverts with — whitish 
fringes. The pale tips to 
the median and greater 
coverts can be clearly 
seen creating two pale lines or bars across the wings. The legs are long and thin whilst the slen- 
der bill shows a paler base and small gonydeal angle. 








Image 12: 1% winter 
Caspian Gull, Hole Haven 
Creek, Canvey Island, 
25" March 2006. 


Another distinctive 
Caspian Gull. By March 
this bird is already looking 
worn. Note the white head 
with low sloping forehead, 
long slender bill, powdery 
grey ‘saddle’ with indis- 
tinct dark feather shafts 
and transverse bars. The 
wing coverts are rather 
uniform with the greater 
coverts having whitish 
tips. Anumber of the inner 
median coverts are pale 
with a dark bar. The ter- 
tials are dark and plain 
with neat pale tips and 
fringes. The legs are pale 
fleshy-coloured and long 
and slender with a lot of 
leg visible above the 
‘knee’. Also note the slightly bulging under-tail coverts and the attenuated rear end. 
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Image 13: 1% winter 
Caspian Gull, Dunbar 
Harbour, Lothian, January 
2007. 


This stunning bird can be 
a Classic in every respect 
and all the required fea- 
tures are clearly visible: 
the white head with small 
dark eye; powdery grey 
mantle and scapular 
feathers with slightly paler 
tips and fine dark shaft 
streaks; and the pale 
chocolate colour wing 
coverts with extensive 
whitish tips to the greater 
coverts. The tertials are 
solid dark brown with neat 
white tips and fringes; the 
wings are long giving the 
bird and attenuated rear ended appearance. The under-parts are pale-whitish and the legs are 
pale flesh-coloured and very long with a lot of visible leg above the ‘knee’. Lastly, the bill is quite 
long and does not have a prominent gonydeal angle. 





Image 14: 1% winter 
Yellow-legged Gull, Pa- 
glesham Lagoon, 19" No- 
vember 2005. 


A typical individual. Note 
the already new grey ter- 
tial and inner median 
coverts. The greater 
coverts become more 
solidly dark towards the 
outer feathers. The re- 
maining tertials are solidly 
dark brown with fine pale 
fringes. The upperparts 
(scapulars and mantle 
feathers) are mid-grey 
with prominent dark sub- 
terminal bars. The bill is 
all dark and rather bunt 
tipped. The head is quite 
square and there is white 
on the lores, chin and 
throat with fine streaking 
on the crown, ear coverts 
and hind neck. 
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Image 15: 1s winter 
Yellow-legged Gull, Pa- 
glesham ».Lagoon, 10* 
January 2006. 


The white forehead, lores, 
chin and throat curving 
back around the streaked 
ear coverts are a strong 
Yellow-legged Gull fea- 
ture; the mid to dark grey 
upper-parts with obvious 
barring, dark brown wing 
coverts that look quite 
solid, dark and plain look- 
ing tertials with pale tips 
and slight fringing, long 
primaries and _ whitish 
ground colour. The bill is 
also dark, blunt tipped 
and heavy looking. 





Image 16: 1st winter Her- 
ring Gull, Paglesham La- 
goon, 10 January 2006. 


A rather pale individual 
compared to the more 
typically- plumaged indi- 
vidual behind. Note the 
whitish greater coverts 
with obvious barring, the 
broad whitish tips and 
fringes to the median and 
lesser coverts that add to 
the impression of a pale 
bird. The head is rather 
white but the eye is quite 
large with dark shadow. 
The scapulars show obvi- 
ous dark ‘chevrons’ whilst 
the brown tertials have 
clear white notching along 
the feather fringes. The 
legs are typically. short, 
thick and pink. 
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Image 17: 1% winter Her- 
ring Gull Westcliff, 5'" De- 
cember 2004. 


A typical individual. Note 
the overall ‘dirty’ grey- 
brown appearance. The 
tertials show very obvious 
whitish ‘oak leaf’ pattern 
and the wing coverts are 
mainly whitish with bold 
milky-brown barring; note 
the outer greater coverts 
do not become solidly 
darker but remain pale 
across the wing. Their 
ground colour is greyish- 
brown whilst the face 
lacks the white forehead, 
lores, chin and ear covert 
surround. The primary 
projection is relatively 
short. 


Image 18: juvenile/1*' win- 
ter Lesser Black-backed 
Gull, Southend, 26' Au- 
gust 2004. 


A pale individual. The bill 
is dark and slender with 
no noticeable gonys angle 
giving a Caspian Gull im- 
pression. The head is 
quite pale with white on 
the forehead, lores, chin 
and throat. The eye is 
quite large. A number of 
the scapulars have been 
renewed and show an an- 
chor and transverse bar 
pattern. The lower, or 
older, scapulars are plain 
brown with fine whitish 
fringes. The median and 
lesser coverts show a 
: similar pattern though 
slightly broader and notched on the central feathers. The inner greater coverts are milky brown 
with fine whitish fringing whilst the inner greater coverts show broader whitish fringing and notch- 
ing, becoming quite barred in appearance towards the outer feathers. The tertials show a pattern 
not too dissimilar to Caspian Gull being plain brown with whitish fringes and tips. 
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Image 19: 1st winter 
Lesser Black-backed 
Gull, Hanningfield Reser- 
voir, 21S April 2003. 


Note the heavy head 
streaking and the plainer 
grey scapulars, some 
quite pale showing the 
dark feather shaft. The 
wing coverts are brown 
with broad whitish tips. 
The tertials have re- 
stricted white tips due to 
wear and the under-tail 
coverts are white with 
blackish barring. 


Image 20: 1° winter Great 
Black-backed Gull, Pagle- 
sham Lagoon, 18 De- 
cember 2005. 


A large and powertully 
built bird. The bill is heavy 
with pronounced gonys 
angle, angled head 
shape, pale under-parts, 
whitish wing coverts with 
bold barring and exten- 
sive white tips to the ter- 
tials. The primaries are 
short. By the end of win- 
ter, darker individuals can 
show _ strikingly white 
heads and could poten- 


tially cause confusion, especially at range, though size, structure and bulk should really stand out | 


on such individuals. 





Image 21: 2"? winter Great 
Black-backed Gull, Hole 
Haven Creek, 13 Janu- 
ary 2007. 


As can be seen here 
some immature - GBB 
Gulis can be striking white 
headed and have very 
white under-parts. These 
birds can cause potential 
confusion though the 
head shape, thick heavy 
bill, darker upper-parts 
and short primary projec- 
tion will rule out any 
misidentification. 
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Image 22: 1** winter Great 
Black-backed Gull, Hole 
Haven Creek, 24% April 
2005. 


A worn spring individual 
which shows the large 
whitish head and predom- 
inantly dark, heavy Dill. 
The dark grey upper-parts 
show clear ‘anchor’ mark- 
ings whilst the wing 
coverts are mainly darkish 
brown with broad whitish 
tips and fringes. The 
wings are noticeably short 
and the legs are thick set 
and pink. 


Image 23: 1% winter 
Caspian Gull, Dunbar 
Harbour, Lothian, January 
2007. 


Note the very _ pale, 
whitish, and clean under- 
wing of this bird. The lim- 
ited dark markings are 
restricted to the primary 
and lesser coverts. Some 
Yellow-legged Gulls can 
appear very unmarked on 
the under-wing but per- 
haps not to this extent. 
The overall pallid tone of 
this bird is apparent with 
the whitish under-parts, 
neck and head and the 
upper-tail coverts and tail 
base. 
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Image 24: 1° winter Her- 
ring Gull, Westcliff, 30 
October 2005. 


Note the dusky under- 
wing, dark outer primaries 
and pale inner primaries 
forming a ‘window’. The 
under-side is also heavily 
mottled with brown and 
bold under-tail covert bar- 
ring. The tail band is quite © 
broad. 








Image 25: 1° winter 
Caspian Gull, Dunbar 
Harbour, Lothian January 
2007. 


The inner primaries are 
pale grey with darker tips 
to the outer webs creating 
a pale window. The 
upper-wing coverts are 
chocolate brown with 
whitish tips and fringes, 
especially to the greater 
coverts which shows as a 
prominent pale band 
along the wing. The 
upper-tail coverts and tail 
feather bases are strik- 
ingly white with limited 
pale brown ‘spots’ which 
contrasts strongly with the 
neat blackish tail band; 
note the outer web of the 
outermost tail feather is 
extensively white. The 
upper-parts are a pale 
powdery-grey with faint brown marks, which terminates sharply at the hind-neck. The head is un- 
streaked white. Overall, the bird looks striking. In addition the bird looks long winged. 
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Image 26: juvenile Her- 
ring Gull, Walton-on-the- 
Naze, Essex 


This bird has quite a white 
tail base though still quite 
well barred. The upper-tail 
coverts are also barred. 
Note the prominent pale 
inner primaries creating 
an obvious ‘window in the 
wing. The greater coverts 
are boldly patterned, es- 
pecially on the’ inner 
feathers. The _ tertials 
show broad whitish tips. 


Image 27: juvenile Lesser 
Black-backed Gull, 
Walton-on-the-Naze, 
Essex. 


Note the smal! window on 
the inner primaries. The 
outer primaries and pri- 
mary coverts are more 
uniform than on the Her- 
ring Gull in Image 25. The 
greater coverts are rela- 
tively plain and uniform 
brown with fine barring re- 
stricted largely to the 
inner feathers. The tertials 
are dark and rather plain 
brown with only a fine/nar- 
row pale fringe and more 
uniform with the second- 
aries. The bird shows a 
neat and even tail band, 
only becoming thinner on 
the outer retrices. Com- 
pared with the Herring 
Gull the outer retrices are 
dark with a pale/whitish notch on the outer web; Herring Gull shows predominantly white outer re- 
trices with dark centres. The tail base is boldly white with fine dark ‘spotting’ rather than barring. The 
forehead, lores and chin are whitish with a pale hind collar and clear dark mask. Also compared with 
Herring Gull it appears longer and slimmer winged. 
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Image 28: 1st summer 
Caspian Gull, Paglesham 
Lagoon, Essex 7" August 
2006. 


Even in mid- summer 
Caspian Gull can stand 
out from the crowd. This 
individual readily stands 
out from the generally 
‘browner’ surround Her- 
ring and LBB Gulls. Note 
the very clean white head 
and neck with light streak- 
ing limited to the lower 
hind and side of the neck; 
the slender and now pale- 
based bill, the small dark 
eye, long sloping fore- 
head and the overall pal- 
lid tones. The primaries 
are short due to moult and 
the upper-parts not as 
pale grey as found on 
winter birds. This is due to 
the paler tips and fringes of the scapulars being worn off so the darker feather shaft and ‘anchor’ 
predominate. 





2™4 Year 


Image 29: 1% winter 
Caspian Gull, Rainham 
Marshes 24'" November 
2006. 


This smart bird is aged as: 
a 2™ winter due to the 
largely pale bill, more 
solidly pale grey mantle 
and scapular feathers 
with a scattering of dark 
feather shafts and the uni- 
form greater wing coverts. 
It is unlikely that even a 
Caspian Gull would be 
this far advanced in its 1** 
winter to appear like this. 
This bird has all the fea- 
tures of a classic Caspian 
Gull, the long, even-sided 
bill, long sloping forehead 
with beady eye, thin pasty 
coloured legs, overall pal- 
lid tones, the ‘blackish’ 
tertials with neat edges 
and the bulging rear belly. 
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Image 30: 2° winter 
Caspian Gull, Hole Haven 
Creek, 21% January 2006. 


Compared with the No- 
vember bird above, note 
the progressed replace- 
ment of scapular feathers 
and the inner tertials. The 
key features here are the 
clean white head, neck 
and under-parts and small 
dark eye. Herring Gulls of 
similar age at this time of 
year show much streaking 
to these areas. The bill is 
largely pale, horn- 
coloured with dark band 
with some extension 
along the cutting edges of 
both upper and lower 
mandibles. The legs look 


quite long and pasty. The tertials are dark-centred with broad, neat white fringes. The majority of 
the scapulars have been replaced with adult-like feathers. The wing coverts are rather uniform. 





Image 31: 2 winter 
Caspian Gull, Hole Haven 
Creek, 28 January 2006. 


Note the clean white head 
and under-parts, the small 
and beady looking eye, 
the pale bill with band with 
dark cutting edges. The 
‘saddle’ is uniform grey 
with a few older feathers 
still present. The back is 
rather flat. As with Image 
27, the tertials are dark- 
centred with neat, white 
fringes. A number of wing 
coverts have been re- 
placed already, note the 
inner greater coverts, 
which is typical as 
Caspian Gulls moult ear- 
lier than Herring Gull. The 
legs are long pasty-pink in 
colour. The green ring of 


this bird indicates it may have originated from East Germany or Poland but the ring details were un- 
readable. Jizz wise, the bird has the ‘holding its breath’, high-chested appearance and long rear 
end, a lot of bird behind the legs. 
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Image 32: 2° winter 
Caspian Gull, Hole Haven 
Creek, 11" February 
2006. 


Asmaller and slighter bird 
than in image 28. Note 
the bright white head and 
under-parts with the fine 
lower hind neck streaking 
creating the shawl effect. 
The eye is small and dark 
and bill has become pre- 
dominantly pale. The legs 
are long and pasty; the 
upper-parts are mainly 
pale-mid grey with a num- 
ber of replaced wing 
coverts; long dark primar- 
ies and dark centred ter- 
tials with neat white tips 
and fringes. 


Image 33: 2 winter 
Yellow-legged Gull, Rain- 
ham Marshes, 21° Febru- 
ary 2005. 


Note the general similarity 
with Caspian Gull of the 
same age and compared 
with the Herring Gull of 
the same age to its right. 
The differences from Her- 
ring Gull are obvious: 
clean white head, neck » 
and underside and darker 
grey upper-parts. Differ- 
ences from Caspian Gull 
are the larger, squarer 
head shape, rather large 
looking eye, and the dark- 
ish grey upper-parts. The 
tertials have broader 
white tips than on 
Caspian Gull with a notching pattern on the outer web. There is a lot of bird behind the legs giving 
an attenuated rear end. 





IDENTIFICATION OF CASPIAN GULL 


Image 34: 2" winter Her- 
ring Gull, Westcliff, 25' 
January 2004. 


The difference from 
Caspian and _  Yellow- 
legged Gulls are clear: the 
streaking on the head and 
around the eye, the 
streaking and blotching 
on the breast and under- 
parts. The bill has an ob- 
vious gonydeal angle and 
the eye has paled. The 
tertials are milky brown 
with ‘marble’ effect 
fringes, not dark centred 
with clear fringing as in 
Caspian Gull. The wings 
are noticeably short whilst 
the legs are also short, thick-set and pink. There is a totally different jizz to Herring Gull. 





Image 35: 2 winter 
Caspian Gull, Hole Haven 
Creek, 11 February 
2006. 


On the spread wing ncie 
the small pale window on 
the inner primaries. The 
outer webs are dark with 
inner webs pale creating a 
‘Venetian’ blind effect. The 
outer primaries are very 
dark with a small whitish 
mirror on P10. This mirror 
is a Caspian Gull feature 
as neither Yellow-legged 
or Herring Gulls exhibit 
this at this age. The 
greater coverts are plain 
with a pale trailing edge to 
the feathers. Note the 
clean white under-parts 
going all the way back to 
the under-tail coverts. 
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3'¢ year 


Image 36: 3% year 
Caspian Gull, Southwold, 
18% September 2005. 


Perhaps the most under 
recorded age class of 
Caspian Gull. Features 
for Caspian Gull are the 
very upright stance with 
the wings downwards, not 
as horizontal as in Herring 
Gull; the clean white head 
and stand out dark eye 
with no streaking; even 
sided bill with no really ob- 
vious gonydeal angle. 
There is hind-neck streak- 
ing creating the shawl ef- 
fect. The legs are long 
and thin. Most of the wing 
coverts and inner tertials 
have been replaced and 
the black primaries show 
small white tips. 


Image 37: 3 year Herring 
Gull, Westcliff, 14 Janu- 
ary 2005. 


The very pale eye and 
quite heavy head and 
neck streaking make 
identification from 
Caspian Gull _ pretty 
straight forward. The 
milky brown tertials show 
large white tips whilst the 
primaries are rather short. 
The legs are short and 
pink and the jizz is more 
compact and horizontal, 
lacking the high chest and 
attenuated rear end. 





4 year/Adult 
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Image 38: 3% year Yellow- 
legged Gull, Two Tree Is- 
land, 8" August 2004. 


A large individual. The 
eye is rather pale and bill 
large and deep based. 
The upper-parts are mid- 
darkish grey. The head 
shape is rather square 
with light streaking. The 
primaries noticeably ex- 
tend well beyond the ter- 
tials and are in active 
process of moult. The bird 
is generally robust and re- 
ally lacks the almost ele- 
gant attributes of Caspian 
Gull. 


Image 39: Adult Caspian 
Gull, Rainham Marshes, 
16" February 2005. 


A fine individual. The bill is 
lemon yellow with a dark 
mark on the upper 
mandible, a small red 
gonys spot and parallel 
sides. The eye is small 
and dark and set quite 
well forward in the face. 
The head is clean white 
and rather small-looking 
for the size of the bird. 
The primaries are long 
and the tip to outermost is 
completely white. There is 
no tertial step. The legs 
are long and_ fleshy- 
coloured. 
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Image 40: adult Yellow- 
legged Gull, Paglesham 
Lagoon, 4 November 
2004. 


Note the similarity to 
Caspian Gull in terms of a 
very white head in No- 
vember (Herring Gulll is 
generally very streaked at 
this time of year), the long 
primary projection, the © 
yellowish legs (more 
straw coloured in Caspian 
Gull but clearly different to 
Herring) and the mid-grey 
upper-parts. Differences 
from Caspian Gull are the 
heavy, blunt-tipped bill, 
‘square’ looking head, 
pale iris and overall bulky 
appearance. : 


Image 41: Adult Herring 
Gull, Westcliff, 14" Janu- 
ary 2005. 


The head is quite small 
looking and clean white 
and the bill is dullish- yel- 
low with a dark mark on 
the upper mandible above 
the smallish red gonys 
spot. The eye is pale. The 
legs are typical Herring 
Gull, short and pink. The 
tip to the outermost pri-: 
mary shows a _ distinct 
black subterminal band 
(under wing), not com- 
pletely white as in the ma- 
jority of Caspian Gulls. 
The white headedness 
and subdued bill tones 
could suggest Caspian 
Gull to the unwary but all 
other features clearly 
identify the bird as an 
adult Herring Gull. 
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Image 42: Adult Herring 
Gull, Southend, 23 Jan- 


-uary 2003. 


Caspian Gull never shows 
head streaking this exten- 
sive. Apart from the head 
streaking, the rounded 
head, pale eye coloura- 
tion, short bill with promi- 
nent gonydeal angle, 
short pink legs, short pri- 
mary project all make for 
a straight forward winter- 
plumaged Herring Gull. 


Image 43: Adult Caspian 
Gull, Paglesham Lagoon, 
11" December 2004. 


This swimming bird is 
readily identifiable as a 
Caspian Gull based on 
the subdued yeliow tones 
of the paraliel sided bill; 
the dark mark on the 
upper mandible above the 
gonys spot; the bright 
white head and small 
beady eye. The primaries 
are long and are slightly 
elevated. Note the Her- 
ring Gull to the right where 
the short primary projec- 
tion is less elevated away 
from the water, being 
more horizontal. Note 
also the slightly darker, 
bluish-grey, tone of the 
Caspian Gull compared to 
the Herring Gull. 
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Image 44: adult Yellow- 
legged Gull (foreground) 
and adult Caspian Gull 
(left behind), Dungeness, 
Kent, 5° November 2005. 


The differences between 
the two species are 
clearly demonstrated 
here. The Yellow-legged 
Gull has a bright orange- 
yellow bill and similarly 
coloured legs and a large 
head with a pale looking 
eye. The Caspian Gull 
shows a long slender pale 
yellow coloured bill with 
small red gonys spot with 
a dark mark; small dark 
eye, small head with long 
sloping forehead and light 
hind neck streaking. 


Image 45: 4'" Winter/Near 
Adult Caspian Gull, Pa- 
glesham Lagoon, 9'" De- 
cember 2005. 


Here the spread wing of 
this near adult clearly 
shows the completely 
white tip to the outermost 
Primary, P10, a large mir- 
ror on PQ and a subtermi- 
nal band on P5. The pale 
greyish-white extension, 
or tongue, along the inner ° 
web of the outermost pri- 
maries is a_ Classic 
Caspian Gull character 
though a few adult north- 
ern Herring Gulls can 
show a similar pattern 
though not as clean cut or 
as extensive. 
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Image 46: 4" winter/Near 
Adult Caspian Gull, Pa- 
glesham Lagoon, 12h Au- 
gust 2006. : 


Note the characteristic 
head shape, long parallel- 
sided bill lacking any ob- 
vious gondydeal angle 
and the rather flat back. 
The primaries are in the 
process of being regrown 
but note that the wings 
are held up and away 
from the water’s surface. 
Some very fine and faint 
streaking is just visible 
around the lower hind 
neck. 


Image 47: Adult Caspian 
Gull, Paglesham Lagoon, 
11" December 2004 
(same bird as in Image 
40). 

The pale tongue along the 
inner web of the outer 
most primary, P10 ex- 
tends along at least two 
thirds of the underside of 
the feather length. This 
pale extension/tongue 
can extend further along 
the under- side of the pri- 
mary on some birds. A 
similar pattern can some- 
times be found on north- 
ern Herring Gulls but 
generally it will not be as 
clean cut, being more dif- 
. fuse, as on most Caspian 
Gulls. This feature can be surprisingly difficult to see on some birds unless they are preening or 
bathing. 





Confusion birds 
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Image 48: adult Herring Gulls, Barling 
Rubbish Tip, 22"? December 2005. 


Note the ‘Caspian Gull’ like appearance 
of the bird on the left compared with the 
‘usual’ Herring Gull to its right. It has a 
paler ‘washed out bill, fairly sloping fore- 
head, longish primary projection, long 
looking but thickset pink legs and lower 
hind neck streaking. However it also has 
strikingly pale eyes and a typical Herring 
Gull wing tip pattern. The bird on the 
right shows much more head streaking 
(quite typical of Herring Gulls at this time 
of year), a bright bill colour, pale eyes 
and short thick set pink legs. 


Image 49: adult Herring Gulls, Barling 
Rubbish Tip, 22"7 December 2005. © 


The lower of the three adult Herring 
Gulls shows a striking white head and 
apparently small dark looking eye and 
rather longish primary projection giving 
it a character different to the ‘standard’ 
birds above and could prove to be an 
identification pitfall. Note however, the 
bright orange-yellow bill with large red 
gonydeal spot, rounded head shape and 
short thick pink legs. Many adult argen- 
teus Herring Gulls become very white 
headed by January and February. 


Image 50: 4 winter Herring Gull, 
Southend, 11‘ January 2003. 


This individual could be misidentified as 
a Caspian Gull as it shows an upright, 
high chested stance with wings held 
down, fine, lower hind neck streaking, 
quite a white head with a small looking 
dark eye and subdued bill tones. How- 
ever the head shape is Herring Gull, as 
is the upper parts colouration, short pri- 
mary projection and wing tip pattern and 
short pink legs. The bill colour/tone is 
due to the bird not being yet fully adult. 
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making them remarkably similar in appearance. Likewise, some Caspian Gulls may 
show only a few of these features and can be overlooked as a result. 


Moult 

Both Caspian and Yellow-legged Gulls have a more southerly distribution than either 
Herring or LBB Gulls and as such have a slightly earlier breeding season. As a result 
these birds will appear worn and abraded sooner than those in the north and west. 
This aids in identifying Caspian and Yellow-legged Gulls from their close relatives. 
For instance, juveniles will progress towards their first-winter plumages sooner than 
either Herring or LBB Gulls. A juvenile ‘herring gull’ type that shows replaced 
scapulars by early to mid-August is worth investigating, as it could be a Caspian or 
a Yellow-legged. This rule can be applied to the more ‘mature’ plumages. Caspian 
and Yellow-legged Gulls would both be well into their moult and would have fresh 
adult type primaries whereas Herring Gulls would still have older retained feathers or 
have not yet commenced re-growing them. The earlier moult of the southern gulls is 
a useful feature in aiding identification of a possible Caspian Gull. 


During late autumn adult Herring Gulls show variable amounts of head streaking, 
from very heavy to light. This helps when searching for Caspian and Yellow-legged 
Gulls as both should be very white-headed and should stand out from the crowd. Any 
very white-headed adult bird should be investigated. From mid to late-January, even 
from mid-December, onwards this feature becomes less useful as Herring Gulls, 
especially of the race argenteus, become whiter-headed. 


Plumage descriptions 


Juvenile 


Head and Neck 

¢ Head is rather whitish, though not usually strikingly so as in subsequent 
plumages, with only a faint mask. 

¢ The neck is usually rather whitish, as above, with often bold or heavy hind neck 
streaking forming a ‘shroud’. 


Upperparts and wings 

¢ Scapulars are milk chocolate brown in colouration with neat, pale whitish fringes. 

¢ Wing coverts are evenly milk chocolate brown with neat, narrow whitish fringes; 
along with the similarly-patterned scapulars gives a rather uniform appearance 
with subtle ‘crazy paving’ patterning. 

¢ Greater coverts can show broad, pale off-white tips with darker bases becoming 
more obvious towards the outer feathers giving a half-light half-dark impression. 
The median coverts often have fine, pale tips that may form a narrow off-white 
bar across the wing 

°  Tertials are darker than the wing coverts and generally have neat whitish tips and 
fringes with no notching. The tertials generally look ‘tidy’ 

¢ Primaries are dark and long, extending further beyond the tips of the tertials than 
seen on Herring and GBB Gulls of the same age though similar in projection to 
LBB and Yellow-legged Gulls 
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Underparts 


General base colour is whitish with milky brown mottling to the breast sides and 
flanks; the lower rear belly is often clean white and the under-tail coverts have 
sparse barring. , 


Bareparts 


Tail 


The eye can appear rather small and beady, looking isolated and well back in the 
face. 


The bill is blackish, often with a slightly paler grey basal half, and rather long with 
unobvious gonydeal angle. This lack of a distinct gonys adds to the long 
billed/facial impression. 


The legs are long and thin, often looking rather spindly; much longer and thinner 
than most other large gulls. The legs are a dull fleshy colour, not pinkish. The feet 
are large. : 


The tail can be boldly black and white. The retrices are often boldly white with 
limited barring and broad black tail band; note the outer web of the outer retrice 
tends to remain white and along with narrow white tips gives the tail band a 
‘framed’ appearance, however good views are required to note this. The upper- 
tail coverts are normally plain and strikingly white. 


Under and upper-wing 


When seen, the under-wing can look rather plain and whitish with limited dark 
barring only to the primary coverts. Some birds though can exhibit rather darker 
under-wings. There is a small pale window on the inner primaries visible when in 
flight. 


1st winter 
Head and Neck 


Head is white, often strikingly so with no streaking around the eye. Streaking is 
often limited to faint marks around the lower hind neck creating a shawled or half- 
collared effect. 


Upperparts and wings 


Scapulars are powdery-grey, only slightly darker than Herring Gull. The feathers 
exhibit fine transverse barring and narrow ‘anchors’. 


Wing coverts evenly medium brown with fine pale fringes and tips. Pale tips to the 
median coverts form a fine bar across the wing. 


Greater coverts are dark-centred, same colouration as other wing coverts 
becoming more solid towards the outer feathers (darker outer feathers; lighter 
inner feathers). The prominent pale feather tips create a second narrow pale bar 
across the wing, not a feature of other large gulls of this age. 

Tertials are dark-centred with neat tips and fringes; similar to Yellow-legged Gull 
but lack any notching. 

Primaries are dark and long, extending further beyond the tips of the tertials than 
seen on Herring and GBB Gulls of same age though similar in projection to LBB 
and Yellow-legged Gulls 
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Underparts 

* Base colour is whitish with only limited greyish body mottling which is generally 
restricted to the breast sides and flanks. The under-tail coverts are often clean 
white though the odd dark bar may still be present. 


Bareparts 
¢ The eye can appear rather small and beady, looking isolated and well back in the 
face. 


¢ The bill is blackish, becoming paler grey at the basal end as the season 
progresses, and rather long with no obvious gonydeal angle. This lack of a 
distinct gonys adds to the long billed/facial impression. 

¢ The legs are long and thin, often looking rather spindly; much longer and thinner 
than most other large gulls. The legs are a dull fleshy colour, not pinkish. The feet 
are large. 


Tail 
¢ The tail is boldly white with clear cut black tail band, usually with fine barring just 


within the anterior margin. The upper-tail coverts are generally plain white with 
limited darker markings. 


Under-wing 

¢ When seen the under-wing can look rather plain and whitish with limited dark 
barring only to the primary coverts. Some birds though can exhibit rather darker 
under-wings. 


2nd winter 


Head and Neck 


¢ Head is completely white with no streaking around the eye. Typical head shape. 


¢ The neck is very white with streaking limited to faint marks on the lower hind- 
neck. 


Upperparts and wings 

¢ Scapulars - by January the scapulars should be replaced third-generation and be 
more uniform mid-grey forming a grey ‘saddle’ which contrasts with the browner 
wing coverts. Some retained darker-centred feathers may still be visible. 

¢ Wing coverts - the coverts pattern has a more marbled effect and some of the 
median coverts will have already been replaced by the beginning of January. The 
greater coverts show less definition to the pattern, being more marbled but most 
still retaining the half light/nalf dark character. 

¢ Tertials are still dark-centred with neat whitish tips and fringes. Often the inner 
most feather has been replaced by end of January for a new white-tipped grey 
adult type feather. 

¢ Primaries are blackish and long, some often exhibit a pale mirror on the outer 
most feather. 


Underparts 


¢ General base strikingly white with limited body mottling or blotching to the breast 
sides and fine lower hind-neck streaking. 
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Bareparts 
e The eye can appear rather small and beady, looking isolated and well back in the 
face. 


¢ The bill is long and lacks the pronounced gonydeal angle. It is now pale horn- 
coloured with darkish subterminal band and cutting edges to both upper and lower 
mandibles. The exact pattern and extent of the band and subsequent markings 
are variable. 


¢ The legs are long and thin, often looking rather spindly; much longer and thinner 
than most other large gulls. The legs are a dull fleshy colour, not pinkish. The feet 
are large. 

Tail 

¢ The tail is white with a neat blackish band 

¢ The upper-tail coverts are completely unmarked white 


Under-wing 

¢ When seen the under-wing can look rather plain and whitish with limited dark 
barring only to the primary coverts. Some birds though can exhibit rather darker 
under-wings. iil 


3rd winter 


Head and Neck 

¢ Head is very white, often strikingly so with not streaking around the eye. 

¢ The neck is long and very white with limited streaking at the lower hind neck, the 
‘shawl’. 

Upperparts and wings 


¢ By third-winter the upper-parts should be very adult-like with broad white tips to 
the tertials. Tone is a shade or two darker than on Herring Gull. Some residual 
dark feathering will still be detectible in the wing coverts and tertials. 


e¢ The primaries are now more adult like with prominent white feather tips and 
mirrors. The P10 patterning of ‘classic’ birds should now be apparent as will the 
primary tongue extension (see adults). 

Underparts 

¢ Unmarked bright white 


Bareparts 


¢ The eye can appear rather small and beady, looking isolated and well back in the 
face. 

¢ The bill can vary from being mostly dark with a pale yellowish tip to more adult like 
(pale yellow, small red gonys spot with dark markings in the upper and lower 
mandible) 

¢ The legs are long and thin, often looking rather spindly; much longer and thinner 
than most other large gulls. The legs are a dull fleshy colour, not pinkish. The feet 
are large. 


Tail 
¢ The tail can often show residual dark marks or can be all white. 
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4th years and Adults 


Head and neck 

¢ Head clean white 

¢ The neck is long and slender with only the faintest of lower hind neck streaking 
detectible. 

Upperparts and wings 

¢ Mid-toned grey upperparts, a shade or two darker than on Herring Gull. 


¢ Primary P10 shows a completely white tip which is separated by the pale grey 
extension (tongue) down the inner web by a narrow black band. Some birds may 
show a fine black band separating the white tip and the P10 mirror. 


¢ The grey on the outer primaries extends into the black of the wing tip along the 
inner webs. This is a feature not shared by Yellow-legged or Herring Gulls: 
however see note for Herring Gull that show similar patterning. 

Underparts 

¢ Pure white 


Bareparts 


¢ The eye can appear rather small and beady, looking isolated and well back in the 
face. 


¢ The bill is long and thin with no obvious gonydeal angle. The colour is a dull or 
muted yellow, not as bright as on Herring or Yellow-legged Gulls. The red gonys 
spot is smaller and less obvious. In winter there is often a dark crescent shaped 
mark on the upper mandible with the occasional further dark mark on the culmen. 


e The legs are long and thin, often looking rather spindly; much longer and thinner 
than most other large gulls. The legs are a dull fleshy colour, not pinkish. The feet 
are large. 


Essential reading: 


Identification of Yellow-legged Gulls in Britain: Martin Garner — British Birds 90: 
January-February 1997 


Gulls of Europe, Asia and North America: Malling, Olson and Larsson — Helm 
Acknowledgements: 
Nigel Pepper, Richard Bonser, Jim Woods and Precille Preston for the kind use of 


their images. 


Steve Arlow, 60 Somerset Avenue, Rochford, Essex SS4 1QA 
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Bird Racing in London 


Andrew Self 


This is an account of bird racing in the London Area: an attempt by teams to record 
the highest number of species in a day within London. 


History 


The concept of ‘Bird Racing’ comes from America, where it dates back to the 1920s 
and is often referred to as the ‘Big Day’ — although many areas have their own name 
for it. The principle usually involves trying to see or hear the largest number of species 
possible in a single day in a specified area; in the UK it Is typically within a county. 
The first documented ‘Big Day’ in the UK is from Suffolk in 1957 (Gooders). This 
eventually led to an annual series of races in the 1980s, the purposes of which were 
two-fold: to raise money for charity (by using high-profile people and attracting 
commercial sponsorship); and to break the record for the highest number of species 
recorded in a day in the UK. By 1989, the first nationwide competition had been 
launched for teams to race in their nominated counties; this is still going strong today 
and is currently organised by Birdwatch magazine. A set of rules was created, 
standardising the team size at four members and outlawing the use of tapes; a later 
rule was introduced stating that only three team members need to see or hear a 
species for it to be counted — previously it had been all four members. 


Bird Racing in the London Area 


The first bird race in London dates back to 1985, when a team coripenee of Gavin 
Haig, Rupert Hastings, Andrew Moon and Pete Naylor set out on May 5th and 
recorded 104 species (with highlights being Scaup, Spotted Redshank, Black Tern, 
Whimbrel and Kittiwake) — thus setting the first London day-record. 


In 1986, the same team raced again on May 4th and achieved a new total of 107 
species (originally 106, as one member failed to hear a Turtle Dove at Hainault, but | 
updated under the revised rules). The route taken was Springwell, Whippendell 
Woods, Hainault Forest (for Nightingale, Hawfinch, Tree Pipit, Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker), Whippendell Woods (Tree Sparrow), Cassiobury Park (Willow Tit), 
Stocker’s Lake, Troy Mill, Little Britain, Old Slade GP (Red-legged and Grey 
Partridge), Queen Mother Res (Shag, Common Eider), Wraysbury GP (Long-tailed 
Duck), King George VI Res (Sanderling, Turnstone), Kempton Park Res (Temminck’s 
Stint), Walton Res, QEII Res, West Thurrock (Whimbrel, Oystercatcher), Rainham 
Marshes (Short-eared Owl). 


Subsequently they achieved 100 on May 3rd 1987 (they gave up on 100 to look fora 
Hoopoe, which Andrew Moon had flushed on King George VI Res, but sadly no-one 
else saw it); and again 100 on May 14th 1988. 


| first got involved in bird racing in London when | joined a team from the Central 
London RSPB Group exactly a year later, on May 14th 1989. Along with Mark 
Hardwick, Jane Binstead and John Cadera, we attempted to break the existing record 
of 107. We competed against a team led by Keith Betton, and our paths crossed 
several times during the day. We were in the field at a leisurely time of 04.00 and, for 
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some unknown reason, ended at 19.20 with two hours of daylight remaining, as we 
took in Epping Forest (Woodcock, Tree Pipit and Grasshopper Warbler), Hainault 
Forest (Hawfinch, seen by only two people), West Thurrock (where we had a flock of 
14 Kittiwakes flying up the Thames, along with an Arctic and two Sandwich Terns), 
Rainham Marshes (Garganey), Berwick Ponds (Corn Bunting and Yellowhammer), 
Walthamstow Res, Brent Res, Staines Res (Little Gull), Perry Oaks SF (special 
access arranged but only a Northern Wheatear added!), KGVI Res, Wraysbury, 
Cheshunt (Black Stork) and Fishers Green (another Hawfinch, seen by three people 
this time, and a Shag). We got 104 species — not enough to break the record but we 
did beat Keith’s team by four species. 


The Black Stork deserves a special mention as it was a first for London. After leaving 
West London, we drove around the M25 to the Lea Valley as originally planned. | 
suggested a stop at Cheshunt as | had located a singing Lesser Whitethroat there on 
a recce the previous weekend. As we were looking for it (we didn’t find it) a Black 
Stork flew overhead! Funnily enough, when we were collecting sponsors for the race, 
One person said that if we found a first for London he would pay us £1,000. 
Unfortunately, he subsequently failed to pay up! 


We kept the same team together in 1991, when we made another attempt on the 
record. Going under the name ‘Central London Storks’, we finished with 105 species 
and finished fourth in the In Focus County Birdwatch under the handicap system. 


In 1993, a team comprising Dominic Mitchell, Roy Beddard, Bob Watts and David 
Lindo raced under the name ‘Birdwatch’. Beginning on May 2nd at 04.30, they 
started from Walthamstow and concentrated on sites north of the Thames, from 
Rainham in the east of the LNHS Area via the Lea Valley to Black Park in the far 
west. The total achieved was 99 species and included such potentially-difficult 
London birds as Brent Goose, Knot, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Bullfinch and Corn 
Bunting. Two further species, Ruddy Shelduck and Snow Goose, were not counted 
on the full list, depriving the team of reaching a century at their first attempt. 


Also in 1993, a team including John Archer participated in a bird race on May 8th. 
Although their final score is unrecorded, they did find a Pied Flycatcher at Brent 
Reservoir. John competed in several bird races around this time but used the Greater 
London Area rather than the LNHS Area. 


The next bird race took place in 1994 on May 8th, when three teams went head to 
head in a concerted effort to break the record. My team included Sacha Barbato, 
Shaun Robson and Tony Stride, so this time | was opposing Mark Hardwick; the third 
team was the Birdwatch team, this year comprising Dominic Mitchell, Roy Beddard, 
Trevor Ford and Bob Watts. While my team stuck to the traditional route of North 
London, Mark’s team started south of the river with a Little Owl. Our ticks included 
three species of Owl (Tawny, Long-eared and Little), Hawfinch at Hainault Forest, 
Red- and Black-necked Grebes, and Crossbill at Black Park. We finished on 106 
species with a Grasshopper Warbler on Hounslow Heath but narrowly failed to break 
the record, while both the other teams beat it: the Birdwatch team scored 108; but 
they were eclipsed by Mark’s team which scored 112 species and set the standard 
for many years to come. 


Another attempt on the record was made by the same ‘Team Birdwatch/Vauxhall’ 
team in 1995 — complete with a fully-liveried Vauxhall Astra! They were accompanied 
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by a Daily Telegraph reporter and photographer, and their efforts were written up on 
the front page of the Weekend Supplement of the newspaper shortly afterwards. 
However, they failed to break the record and gave up in the late afternoon in the Lea 
Valley. : 


In 1996 on May 6th, my team entered again — this time with David Darrell-Lambert 
replacing Tony Stride — and we recorded 108 species. We were lucky with passage 
birds (Sandwich and Arctic Terns) and had a late-staying Great Northern Diver at 
Queen Mary Res, but we failed to get Yellowhammer at our traditional site around 
Berwick Ponds. Two weeks later, | joined the Birdwatch team; we followed a similar 
route (but with a diversion to see a Hoopoe at Kempton Park Res) and scored 109 
species. 


In 1997, | again teamed up with the Birdwatch team (informally Known as the North 
London Old Boys, after the now defunct RSPB Group); but the weather was against 
us, and we failed to achieve even 100 species. The team went into retirement after 
this, and no other team picked up the baton. 


However, the story doesn’t end there: ten years later, the North London Old Boys 
decided to come out of retirement for one last attempt at the London day-record. 
Things had changed a lot in the intervening decade — particularly the access to 
immediate information on what birds were around, through pagers and the greater 
ownership of mobile phones. There were also changes to London’s avifauna (both 
increases and decreases), so a lot more planning was necessary, and this year we 
spent a day recceing several sites about a week before the actual race. 


Bird race, May 7th 2006 


Broxbourne Woods 
En route to Broxbourne we stopped at the entrance to Northaw Great Wood and 
heard a Tawny Owl calling at 02.57, our earliest ever start time. Broxbourne was a 
long shot for Long-eared Owl (which we had previously heard on bird races), but we 
hoped for Woodcock... all we got were several more Tawny Owls and a Pheasant. 


Epping Forest 

It was ironically still too early for Woodcock when we arrived at Long Running, so we 
drove the short distance to Sewardstone Marsh where we heard the expected 
Nightingale. We popped back to Long Running where we added Woodcock very 
quickly and, as the dawn chorus was still an hour away, we tried a location for Little 
Owl but failed to find it. By the time we returned again to Long Running, birds were 
beginning to wake up and we had soon ticked off all the hoped-for birds: Tree Pipit, 
Nuthatch and Treecreeper among a host of other common birds; then it was on to 
Wintry Wood for our only chance of Marsh Tit. Fortunately we heard one calling fairly 
quickly and also got a bonus Mandarin Duck; so, after driving past the rookery, we left 
for a quick stop at Connaught Water, then down to the Thames. 


Rainham Marshes 


Our itinerary should have taken us to Purfleet but, following a phone call from Dave 
Morrison, we diverted to Rainham to view Aveley Bay where there was a whole heap 
of waders — just what we had been hoping for. In fact, by the time we had seen Grey 
Plover, Sanderling, Dunlin, Knot, Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Curlew, Redshank, 
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Greenshank and Turnstone, it was more than we could have anticipated. We knew 
that, in order to have any chance of a record score, we had to be lucky with passage 
migrants, especially waders — and this purple patch had given us real hope. There 
was also a late Brent Goose, which was rather unexpected. Another bonus came in 
the form of an Arctic Tern, which we found flying up-river. 


We then spent some time on the RSPB reserve picking up more species, including 
Little Egret and Cetti's Warbler — species we had never recorded on a bird race 
before but which were now resident in London. There were several other key species 
which we also added, such as European Stonechat — which is hard to find anywhere 
else. Staying at Rainham, our next area was the old tip at Ferry Lane. We had our 
first set-back here, as we failed to locate a singing Corn Bunting that had been on 
territory for a while, and also Grey Partridge — both of which we didn’t have back-up 
sites for. Our disappointment didn’t last too long, as we added the breeding Avocets 
(another species that wasn’t available to us in previous attempts) — although we 
couldn't find the Little Ringed Plovers, which were also supposed to be present. 
While we were on the tip, David Darrell-Lambert phoned to say he had just found a 
Marsh Harrier over the old lagoons. We rushed over and started scanning, and soon 
picked up a large raptor. However, it was immediately obvious that it was no Marsh 
Harrier and was actually a Honey Buzzard. Several phone calls later, we realised that 
we had been looking at two different birds but unfortunately we hadn't been able to 
locate the Marsh Harrier as well! Still, finding a Honey Buzzard on a bird race was a 
great achievement and it gave us real hope of breaking the record. Another couple 
of phone messages enabled us to add Hobby and Northern Wheatear to the list (the 
latter can be a tricky migrant to get in May); and on the Thames we picked up a 
Yellow-legged Gull (another difficult species). 


Ingrebourne Valley 


We finally left Rainham on 96 species just after mid-day and, armed with more local 
gen, soon added Greylag Goose, Little Ringed Plover, Pochard and — bringing up the 
ton — Sparrowhawk. We were now into visiting places quickly to look for specific 
species and moving on — either after finding them, or not wanting to use up too much 
time. This is where planning a route and getting information on the day really pay off. 
Although we had an itinerary, it was flexible enough to allow us to visit other areas. 
It didn’t always work out, though, as an abortive attempt to find Yellownammer ended 
up consuming a lot of time. Working our way around the M25, we made a brief detour 
at one junction where Roy had seen Common Buzzard earlier in the year; and within 
a few minutes of looking, we picked one up soaring around — another species that 
had colonised London since we last raced.: 


Lea Valley 
More hot news - this time off the pager: Little Tern and Little Gull at KGV Res. As we 
weren't too far away we made the decision to go for them, particularly as the former 
would be a London tick for half of the team! We stopped by the main road and 
‘scoped the reservoir, and soon had Little Tern on the list — another species we had 
never recorded before on a bird race. We couldn't find the Little Gull, so we drove 
around the other side of the reservoir where we had previously seen Black Redstart 
on bird races. After checking a couple of areas, we soon found one scampering 
around on a warehouse roof as we drove up. Seconds later we were off again, up 
the Lea Valley to Cornmill Meadows. During the recce, we had found Shoveler here, 
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but there were none on the day; it was also another chance for waders but there was 
nothing new here and it used up a lot of time. However, as we were driving off, 
Dominic thought he heard a Grey Wagtail and, after circumnavigating the roundabout, 
pulled up... and we all heard a singing Grey Wagtail — a difficult species to pin down 
on a bird race and another bird nailed without leaving the car. If only everything was 
as easy! 


Tyttenhanger 

We left the eastern side of London behind, quite satisfied with the way things were 
going and beginning to think there was a good chance of breaking the record. We 
were after several farmland species and soon added Red-legged Partridge and 
Yellowhammer (both found on our recce here). By now we were on 108 species so 
we needed only five more for the record; and there were about four hours of daylight 
left so we were pretty confident. However, things were about to go badly wrong and 
we didn’t see another new bird in the next two hours. We couldn't locate the Tree 
Sparrows, as the feeding station was empty (apparently they were there earlier in the 
day but it's always the case that you can’t be everywhere in the morning). This was 
our only chance of Tree Sparrow, so it was a big dip, and it is one of those scarce 
breeding birds that | have yet to see on a bird race. We went around the gravel pits 
trying to find a Spotted Redshank but failed to locate that either. Our next stop added 
Black-necked Grebe and we made a quick stop at Canon’s Park for Ring-necked 
Parakeet. In previous years we had always had to go to Wraysbury or Staines for this 
species, but their northward and eastward spread meant that they are a lot more 
accessible now. In fact, this was the first bird race that we had done without visiting 
the Staines area. Now we had an hour and a half of daylight left and still required 
another three species. In desperation we abandoned our itinerary and used our local 
knowledge. 


Brent Reservoir 


A check of the list of birds still required — a really essential list to keep on the day — 
revealed that we needed Kingfisher and Bullfinch. We knew that both were present at 
Brent Reservoir, as that is half of the team’s local patch; and there was also a chance 
of Shoveler there. Even so, neither species could be guaranteed, especially late in 
the evening, but we decided to go there and were soon jogging to one area where | 
often see Bullfinch. Our luck was in and, after a few calls and a flight view, we had 
Bullfinch on the list and were jogging over to the other side of the reservoir to the hide. 
Kingfisher is one of those birds that is often really hard to find — you just have to sit 
and wait, and hope that one flies past. Fortunately, we knew where they had been 
seen regularly and we didn't have to wait too long for one to appear. It was now 20:39 
and we were on 112 species — tying the record. Our decision to visit Brent (which 
wasn't on our original itinerary) had paid off handsomely, and the record was now in 
sight. However, we had virtually used up all the daylight so we should have to rely on 
a nocturnal or crepuscular species. Fortunately we knew a site not far away that had 
two — Grasshopper Warbler and Little Owl. 


Totteridge 
By the time we arrived, the sun had set; but we knew the exact area where both birds 
were. We went to the bushes that the Grasshopper Warbler was known to be singing 
from but there was no sound. We had been to another site for this species earlier in 
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the day, where we were told there were several singing; we could have gone back, 
but it was way over in East London. Keeping that option in reserve, we wandered 
over to the area for the Little Owl. As daylight eventually faded, we were now relying 
on calls. And suddenly, there it was — a single note but unmistakably the call of a 
Little Owl. At 21:29 we had number 113 on the day-list — a mere eighteen and a half 
hours after our first species of the day; and after years of trying, we had finally 
captured the record for the most species in a day in the London Area. 


It had been a long and tiring day, but we were really pleased with the result and 
decided to retire from bird racing and leave it to another team to try and break our 
record. 


Missing species 

Despite breaking the record, there was time afterwards to reflect on the birds we 
didn’t get during the day — particularly, to consider the potential total and what the 
chances were of the record being broken in the future. There is always a chance of 
wintering birds hanging on, such as Eurasian Wigeon or Great Northern Diver, but 
neither was around this year. Scarce breeding birds had proved quite elusive for us; 
with more specific information (and perhaps luck) we could have added Shoveler 
(tried at several sites, but none reported on the day), Grey Partridge (tried at one 
site), Water Rail (didn’t try for), Turtle Dove (no site), Barn Owl (no site), Long-eared 
Owl (no site), Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (no site), Tree Sparrow (missed) and 
Corn Bunting (missed). Other migrants that we missed were Garganey (none 
reported on the day), Little Gull (couldn't find it, but it was probably still there), Yellow 
Wagtail (hoped for one at Rainham), Whinchat (none reported on the day), 
Grasshopper Warbler (dipped on several) and Spotted Flycatcher (we were told of 
one but didn't have time to divert for it). There were a few surprising misses, such as 
Egyptian Goose and Common Gull. Red Kites bred in London this year, but we didn’t 
know that at the time. We did have a look for Peregrine Falcons at a breeding site on 
the Thames but failed to find them. On the day, a Spoonbill was seen flying over 
Beddington but was not twitchable. To our knowledge, there were 12 birds seen (or 
known to be breeding) in London on the day, that we did not get. 


Our species list 


le Mute Swan 17.  Black-necked Grebe 33. Northern Lapwing 
2 Greylag Goose 18. | Cormorant 34.  Sanderling 

3. Canada Goose 19. Little Egret 35. Knot 

4. Brent Goose 20. Grey Heron 36.  Dunlin 

5.  Shelduck 21. Honey Buzzard 37. Woodcock 

6. Mandarin Duck 22. Sparrowhawk 38.  Bar-tailed Godwit 

ie Gadwall 23. | Common Buzzard 39. | Whimbrel 

8. _ Teal 24. Kestrel 40. Curlew 

g: Mallard 25. Hobby 41. | Redshank 

10. Pochard 26. Moorhen 42. Greenshank 

11. Tufted Duck Zim nGoot 43. | Common Sandpiper 
12. Ruddy Duck 28. Oystercatcher 44. Turnstone 

13. Red-legged Partridge 29. Avocet 45. Black-headed Gull 
14. Pheasant 30. Little Ringed Plover 46. Lesser Black-backed Gull 
15. Little Grebe 31. Ringed Plover 47. Yellow-legged Gull 
16. Great Crested Grebe 32. Grey Plover 48. Herring Gull 
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49. Great Black-backed Gull 
50. Little Tern 

51. Common Tern 

52. Arctic Tern 

53. Feral Rock Dove 

54. Stock Dove 

55. | Woodpigeon 

56. Collared Dove 

57. Ring-necked Parakeet 
58. Cuckoo 

59. Little Owl 

60. Tawny Owl 

61. Common Swift 

62. Kingfisher 

63. | Green Woodpecker 

64. Gt Spotted Woodpecker 
65. Skylark 

66. Sand Martin 

67. Swallow 

68. House Martin 

69. Tree Pipit 

70. Meadow Pipit 
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Birds on London's Playing Fields 
in the mid-1970s 


Ron Kettle 


Introduction and Method 


Mown grassland is not considered to be good for wildlife; and my Local Nature 
Reserve, Cannon Hill Common, excludes the grass area which is regularly mown. 
However, people can hardly fail to notice the birds, some in large numbers, that occur 
on playing fields. More than thirty years ago, | thought it would be interesting to find 
out just how important these green spaces were for birds in the vast urban metropolis 
of London. So in 1975, | asked LNHS bird-watchers through the Ornithological 
Bulletin to record the species they saw on playing fields over the year (starting in July 
1975), using a simple form under columns headed: Place, Date, Time, Weather, 
State of Ground, Species, Number, and Activity (feeding or resting). 


The response was superb: 20 people or schools participated, including a number of 
schoolboys, a Girls’ School and a Boys’ School. With very few exceptions, the 
standard of their records was excellent and showed that nearly all the data could be 
relied on. They covered 40 sites with a greater or lesser frequency, with a good 
geographical spread — except for rather more in my local area of South-West London, 
in the Borough of Merton. In all, 3,000 species records were submitted, which had to 
be entered on to a computer database. 


| wrote only a summary of the results in the Ornithological Bulletin for July 1977, 
saying that | intended to submit a paper on the survey to the LBR later. Snamefully, 
| have not done so until now because, by 1975, | had become very busy — changing 
from part-time working to every day and evening; and, once having put something 
aside, it becomes more and more difficult to pick it up. My sincere apologies to all 
those who participated and are still alive! 


Because the amount of data was so large and coverage so wide, it is reasonable to 
assume that the conclusions derived are fairly valid. However, the weather was, as 
always!, untypical, with a rather cold Winter and an exceptionally hot, dry Summer in 
1976; and only slightly less so in 1975. The complete data will be deposited with 
Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL). 


Results 


A total of 41 species were recorded using the playing fields to a greater or lesser 
extent. They are listed (below) in order of their frequency of occurrence on visits 
when the species were recorded. As expected, Black-headed Gull was the 
commonest (and undoubtedly the most numerous), although it is not present from 
April to June. But, interestingly, the Starling was then almost as common, with only 
28 fewer occurrences — 420 compared with 448. There were 16 fairly common 
species, of which 12 were recorded on more than 100 visits and the other five on over 
20 visits. The rest of the birds were present only occasionally. On a foggy day in late 
October, 16 species were present at Raynes Park Playing Fields shortly before mid- 
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day, including 100 Linnet, two Skylark, two Redwing and two Fieldfare, as well as 100 
Starling. 


There was so much information about gulls that it could be better presented as a 
separate paper. However, it can be said here that the data confirmed my own 
observation: that gulls do feed in the early daylight hours, then rest in tight flocks 
away from disturbance during the middle part of the day, and feed up later before they 
go to roost. Sometimes large flocks could be seen in the evening, feeding on their 
way to the West London reservoirs. It seems also that they sometimes choose special 
sites for their day-time resting and apparently roost overnight on some of the larger 
playing fields. The records also supported another apparent behaviour | have noticed: 
that the larger gulls preferred private sports grounds. But the data did not support a 
report that Common Gulls were commoner north of the Thames. 


Black-headed Gull: The commonest species, though present only from July to 
March. Large flocks occur in mid-Winter; eg 450 at Parliament Hill Fields at 3:45pm 
in January, 400 at 7:30am at Greenford, and 350 at Walthamstow in late December 
at mid-day. 


Starling: The second commonest, with only slightly fewer records than Black-headed 
Gull (a seasonal species). Some very large flocks occurred, eg 2,000 at a site in 
Thamesmead in late February, 500 at Blackheath in September, and 350 at Raynes 
Park on March 6th. They often bring their young to feed on the fields when they 
fledge. Fewer birds are present now. 


Carrion Crow: The third commonest, rather surprisingly. Mostly small numbers but 
occasionally more than 20, eg 30 on playing fields on the edge of Wimbledon 
Common on May 25th. Birds will often gather on their way to roost, eg 60 on 
Parliament Hill Fields at 4:30pm in December on their way to Ken Wood. 


Common Gull: Although this autumn and winter species is the fourth most common, 
it is only about one-tenth as numerous as Black-headed Gull. Parties of over 50 are 
unusual; but between 100 and 200 rested regularly in mid-Winter with other gulls at 
a field next to the reservoirs in Walthamstow, as an alternative to the water; and there 
were 150 at Greenford one morning in February. 


Woodpigeon: There were 300 records of this bird — mostly in parties of up to 40, but 
sometimes more; eg 80 at Walthamstow on two dates in November and December, 
and 60 at a recreation ground in SW20 in March. 


Blackbird: Not surprisingly, often present in single-figure numbers — mainly at the 
edge of the grass, near cover. Occasionally larger parties in Winter; eg 22 in Cator 
Park, Beckenham in December, and 26 at Rutlish School, Merton Park, in November. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull: Present usually only in Autumn and Winter in small 
numbers, but sometimes larger parties rested on passage in late Summer; eg 50 at 
Redbridge on August 31st. Higher numbers included 80 resting at Walthamstow in 
September and 70 at a private sports ground in Raynes Park. These larger gulls 
seem to prefer private grounds — and indeed there were four records of parties on a 
private sports ground and none on a public playing field at Boston Manor. 


Mistle Thrush: More common than Song Thrush and can cope with drought 
conditions better. The few records of more than single figures are of late Summer 
flocks, such as the 15 on a playing field in Raynes Park in mid-July. 
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Redwing: The Winter of 1975/76 was a good one for wintering thrushes in England, 
particularly in the first months of 1976. Redwing occurred widely on sports grounds, 
often in large flocks, such as more than 100 in Mill Hill in January, on Wandsworth 
Common in March, and in North London on February 28th. This illustrates how 
important playing fields can be to them, for feeding after the main berry crop is 
exhausted. 


Song Thrush: Quite a common bird on some playing fields, but only in single-figure 
numbers. 


House Sparrow: Occurred on most sites at times; in varying numbers, with sizeable 
flocks in late Summer and Autumn, feeding on the seeding grass. There were 37 at 
Morden Park in late July, and up to 60 at the Green School for Girls in Isleworth 
during September. The situation today is very different. One killed by a cricket ball is 
exhibited in the museum at Lord’s. 


Feral Pigeon: Parties of varying numbers visited many playing fields at various 
times. There was a regular flock of up to 28 at Blackheath in the Spring, and up to 
30 during the Autumn and early Winter at the Green School for Girls. The highest 
flock was one of 57 in SW19 in Autumn. They are, of course, well Known in the 
outfield at large cricket grounds. 


Magpie: Occurred in single-figure numbers on many playing fields, nearly all south 
of the Thames, although the only parties of as many as 10 were at Mill Hill. It would 
be a different picture now. 


Fieldfare: Like the Redwing, this winter thrush also visited London widely that 
Winter, but in much smaller numbers and staying until April. The largest party was 20 
at Greenford in February. Three counts of 10 or more were at Blackheath, also in 
February. 


Linnet: These birds were commoner in London then, and groups visited a number of 
widespread sites. There were flocks of 100 or more at Raynes Park in October and 
at Blackheath in late Winter. 


Pied Wagtail: Close-cut grass suits this species’ feeding habits well, so it is no 
surprise that one or two occurred on a number of sports grounds. Occasionally there 
are family parties. Groups of 5 and 6 were seen on two grounds in the Wimbledon 
area. | often notice birds on county cricket grounds. 


Herring Gull: A few occurred on a limited number of sites, nearly all north of the river. 
The only large flock, of 30 birds, was resting at that special field by Walthamstow 
Reservoirs at 2:30pm on December 28th. 


The rest of the species recorded were only occasional users, in small numbers, of a 
few playing fields: 


Skylark: The only places where they were seen regularly and in the Summer were 
beside Wimbledon Common and Putney Heath, where they bred. The largest flock 
(of 35), however, was in very cold weather on January 28th at Mill Hill. 


Dunnock: A few were recorded regularly only at Blackheath Park, but the one other 
record — and the largest number (eight) — was again at Mill Hill on April 15th. 
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Goldfinch: Seen at only a few sites, in very low numbers and just once or twice — 
except at St Aloysius’ College, N6, where they occurred on five days (four in Autumn). 


Greenfinch: 12 records: five seen at Putney Heath and three at Blackheath Park in 
ones or twos, ten at Walthamstow in August, and an exceptional 23 in fog on October 
24th at Raynes Park. 


Great Black-backed Gull: Single birds recorded on three dates in Winter at each of 
two private grounds in Ham and Boston Manor, where there were also six on 
September 30th. 


House Martin: A commoner species in London then than now; a few were feeding 
over, or sitting on!, five fields in South-West London and one in Greenford. The 
maximum seen was ten: at a recreation ground in SW20 on July 20th; and at Ham 
Polo Ground in August. 


Kestrel: Rather surprisingly, noted hunting over only four scattered sites. 


Robin: Single birds seen once at three places, two seen at one place, and three at 
another. 


Jackdaw: Only a few records of a few birds at two sites in the South-West, close to 
Richmond Park. Many more these days. 


Northern Lapwing: 30 birds feeding at Mill Hill must have been an exciting sight in 
July, with six still there a few days later. Four other records from three other sites of 
just a few birds on various dates. 


Swallow: A few of the seven records were probably passage birds; but those feeding 
at the edge of Wimbledon Common in May would have been a local breeding pair, 
and possibly also those at Ham Football Ground in May. 


Meadow Pipit: Surprisingly, only six records, all at passage time in March — apart 
from one on a cold morning in January at Raynes Park. Other than 18 at Putney 
Heath, the sightings were of single-figure numbers. 


Mallard: Ducks on cricket grounds are an unfortunate sight. Luckily, most of the six 
records of up to six birds were in early Spring, when pairs or the frequent threesome 
wander about looking for nest-sites. 


Common Swift: A species not particularly associated with playing fields. Up to 30 
were seen feeding over Haberdashers’ Aske’s School for Boys, SE15 on July 20th, a 
few on three dates in SW20, and a bird seen flying low over the field at St Aloysius’ 
College, N6 for 40 minutes on the astonishing date of November 8th — by a 
(seemingly) very reliable observer. 


Stock Dove: Four records only — of a few birds on the playing fields at the SW edge 
of Wimbledon Common (near the breeding colony in Richmond Park) in April, May 
and June, when the population was much lower and more local than today. 


There was the odd record of Jay, Chaffinch, Green Woodpecker (much commoner 
now), Canada Goose (likewise), only two Northern Wheatear, a Grey Partridge, 
Pheasant, Reed Bunting, and last but not least or surprising, a Ring Ouzel. 


The Winter of 1975/76 was a good one for wintering thrushes here, and it is 
interesting to note how much Redwing and Fieldfare exploited the food resource 
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provided by the playing fields in the early months of the year, when the berry supply 
had been exhausted. 


There were very few days for which nil returns were made for the presence of birds 
on the sports grounds — mostly on hard frosty mornings or in the very dry conditions 
in June 1976. It was surprising how many birds managed to feed on days of slight 
frost or on distinctly dry ground. Other explanations of sites empty of birds may well 
have been due to disturbance or, rarely, the presence of a predator. 


It will be seen that a number of species quite common then — notably, Linnet — are 
scarce now. Comparing my own counts on local playing fields then, with those in 
2003/04, Woodpigeon and Magpie are much commoner; and Green Woodpecker 
and Jackdaw, absent then, occur now. Starling and House Sparrow were much more 
numerous then — the latter seen visiting fields in flocks in late Summer and early 
Autumn. 


Table 1 (below) gives some idea of the average size of the counts made of the 
commoner species in the months when any were made. It needs to be interpreted 
with caution, because if, say, only a single large count was made in any month, that 
figure would show up as the average. | hope that most of the species where this 
applies have been omitted. The table also presents a picture of the times of year 
when the species occurred. 


Table 1. Average number of birds, month by month, in any counts made of some 
commoner species (in alphabetical order) 


J ee rol A M ed) OpNG aD) 
Blackbird 4 3: ws 34 ) 2 3 Ay a ge 3) 
Black-headed Gull oy), 2 I 73) As) eye 4s) Bs 
Carrion Crow i 9 4 5 8 4 4 6 y, 2 3 
Common Gull 13 A Ae 4 6 Abs lle Se 2s 
Dunnock 1 3 5 3 2 
Feral Pigeon 8 8 9 tt ade a 3 i) Ss Wi 
Fieldfare 5 6 3 1 2 2 
Goldfinch Zara i Oa eae 
Herring Gull 4 1 1 3 3 3 Ze. 2 ali2 
House Sparrow 23 6 5 f Wd dd A> Ae 9 YF 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 4 3 3 11 B12, PO ee 16 
Linnet 18 29.90 Bs) 9 14 39 «52 20 
Magpie 2 2 5 | 3 2 2 hae Den a8 
Mallard 2 4 
Mistle Thrush | 3 ? i 2 Cee. 2 Ze On aS 
Pied Wagtail | 1 2 1 Ds agi i See a 1 
Redwing iE 82. 3) | 2. BZ 
Skylark 21 3 1 i A i Ve 
Song Thrush 2 Dh ie eg 1 2 2 1 | 2 3) ey ees 
Starling De BB CB. Phe 2h - Bho Be AS ale iO es) Sh 


12> 1H FW 12 2 0 


— 
— 
~s 


Woodpigeon SIZ 10 
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Conclusions 


In a sprawling city like London, playing fields — in sadly declining numbers — are not 
only important for active recreation but also as a resource for feeding and resting 
birds. Pressure to develop them should be resisted. 


Two footnotes from my own experience 


In the 1950s and 60s, | used to play a lot of sport on a large playing field next to the 
Thames in Chiswick: one of my colleagues once saw an Oystercatcher there; Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls would laugh when you fluffed a backhand on the tennis courts; 
and on a wet Saturday, the sight of a pair of Mallard waddling down the cricket pitch 
while you waited to play was ominous! 


In the 1970s, a list of the birds | had seen on our local playing field was used to 
oppose an application to develop part of it for a hypermarket: it may have helped its 
rejection. A few years later, | played a recording of a Song Thrush (made at the edge 
of that playing field) at a public enquiry into an application to develop part of this 
Metropolitan Open Land as an indoor tennis centre: but it was scandalously allowed 
to go ahead! 
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The Birds of Wormwood Scrubs, 1980-2006 


David Lindo 


Of the several local patches that | have had during my life, none have rewarded the 
many hours of coverage in quite the way that The Scrubs has. For many, the site 
seems an unlikely place to find anything other than errant jailbirds. For years | have 
been the butt of many jail jokes due to my unerring dedication to the site. My favourite 


jibe is: “Do you see many birds from your cell, then?” After a few visits, | am sure that 
even the most fervent doubters will change their minds. 


| have been birding here since the early 1990s, even though | had known of the 
park’s existence for many years previously. | first considered it as a potential birding 
venue whilst researching sites in western London for the Helm guide: Where To 
Watch Birds In. The London Area. Whilst thumbing through the pages of old LBR 
issues, | noticed that The Scrubs barely ever got mentioned — with the most recent 
record prior to the singing Wood Warbler in 1980 being a report of a ring-tail [female 
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Hen Harrier] in 1968. Intrigued by the potential that | saw in the place and being totally 
up for a challenge, | adopted it as my local patch. 


Habitats 


Wormwood Scrubs encompasses 42 hectares (183 acres), encircled by a thin band 
of woodland dominated by sycamore, birch and plane. Over half the central area is 
taken up with by playing fields that, over the years (when not utilised by football 
teams), have played host to a visiting Oystercatcher, Curlews, Mediterranean Gulls, 
passage Northern Wheatears, a fly-over Honey Buzzard, and fly-over Peregrine 
Falcons and Great Crested Grebes! 


The western end of The Scrubs — essentially, the portion of land directly west of the 
football pitches — is probably the most ornithologically-fruitful area. It is also one of the 
best places within The Scrubs for scarce migrants — particularly on Lester's 
Embankment that runs along the northern border and adjoins Chats Paddock to the 
east and the western edge to the west. There is a small grassland area in the centre 
that is home to, possibly, the nearest colony of Meadow Pipits to central London. The 
Scrubs is also home to an important population of Common Lizard. 


History of the Site 


In the past, The Scrubs used to be much larger and was part of the Great Middlesex 
Forest. In Saxon times and through the Middle Ages, the area was called Wormholt 
Wood (‘snake wood’) and was used for cattle- and pig-farming. By the mid-18th 
Century, most of the woodland had been cut down for fuel and became Known as 
Wormers Wood. At around this time, the land was bought by the military and used to 
exercise troops and for rifle practice. During World War Il, an anti-aircraft battery and 
military depot were based on site and the area was used for parachute training. 


Nowadays, Wormwood Scrubs is surrounded by urbanisation: it has the Channel 
Tunnel Depot to the north, is bordered by Scrubs Lane (A219) to the east and the 
urban sprawl that is Acton to the west, and has the grounds of Hammersmith 
Hospital, the Lynford Christie Stadium and, of course, the imposing prison of the 
same name, to the south. 


Despite being in such a densely-populated area, it is rarely mobbed by the local 
populace; and the site’s appeal to nature is astounding — largely thanks to the 
attention it receives from the local conservation groups, such as Groundwork West 
London [now Groundwork London] and The Friends Of The Scrubs (FOS). 


The existence of The Scrubs has come under threat several times during the last 
hundred years. At the turn of last Century, the area narrowly missed being turned into 
the first London Airport — that dubious distinction went to Heathrow! Then there was 
the Channel Tunnel development in the 1980s that local protestations failed to stop. 
The latest threat comes in the shape of Crossrail and their plans to extend a rail-link 
across West London that would churn up The Scrubs. 


The fact that 2002 saw parts of the site designated as a Local Nature Reserve will 
hopefully strengthened our hand against any future development threats. | just hope 
that the area will continue to be a magnet for wildlife, long after | am gone. 
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Systematic List since 1980 


The following systematic list of birds recorded at Wormwood Scrubs includes records 
up to and including the year 2006. It also gives the current status of each species at 
the site. 


Mute Swan — Scarce visitor 
Usually seen flying from nearby Grand Union Canal, counts of airborne birds have 
never exceeded four. 


Greylag Goose — Scarce visitor 
First recorded in 2004, this introduced goose now occurs several times a year. 


Canada Goose — Regular visitor 

Although a locally-common resident on nearby Grand Union Canal, this species has 
decreased as a site visitor. The largest count was recorded in August 2004 when, in 
a single flock, c.120 birds flew over. 


Egyptian Goose — Vagrant 
A pair flew low overhead on April 23rd and September 12th 2006. 


Shelduck — Vagrant 
There have been just two records: a pair over on April 27th 2006; and seven on May 
12th 2006. 


Mallard — Irregular visitor 
Despite their relative abundance along nearby Grand Union Canal, scarcely seen 
over The Scrubs. 


Shoveler — Vagrant 
A flock of six males heading over on May 26th 2005 constituted our first record. 


Pochard — Vagrant 
Surprisingly, there has been only one record — on August 28th 2005. 


Tufted Duck — Rare visitor 
Again, considering the close proximity of the canal and various other surrounding 
watercourses, there have been only four reports of birds flying over. 


Pheasant — Vagrant 

A report of what was almost certainly a female came via a dog-walker in January 
2004. An elusive male stayed for a month from mid-October 2006, mainly frequenting 
Martin Bell’s Wood. 


Great Crested Grebe — Vagrant 

There have been four records involving at least four birds. A singleton headed low 
over on July 29th 2005 and at least four were reported over on several days in 
October 2006. 


Cormorant — Regular visitor 

Although seen flying over most days, numbers have dropped over the years since a 
relative peak during the mid-1990s. The biggest count in recent times was a flock of 
32 in April 2006. 
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Little Egret — Rare visitor 

It was only a matter of time before this species would be recorded here, especially 
given their exponential increase nationally. Our first record concerned a singleton 
heading east over Lester's Embankment on July 16th 2006. 


Grey Heron — Irregular visitor 
Possibly more frequent flying over in the evenings, when no one is around to report 
them! 


Honey Buzzard — Vagrant 
A dark morph/juvenile flew low south on August 22nd 2004. It passed over the 
London Wetland Centre 15 minutes later. 


Marsh Harrier — Vagrant 
A female flew north on May 20th 2004. 


Sparrowhawk — Regular visitor 
Although not seen daily, they breed at Kensal Green Cemetery and use The Scrubs 
as part of their hunting ground. 


Common Buzzard — Vagrant 

There have been several reports of this species over the years from non-birding dog- 
walkers. Some of the descriptions seemed pretty reasonable. However, our only 
accepted record for the period was of a bird riding the thermals before heading south 
on the afternoon of October 8th 2004. 


Kestrel — Regular visitor 
Although decreasing, this endearing falcon is a frequent sight — particularly over the 
grassland and embankment area. 


Hobby — Scarce migrant 

The only record until 2005 was of an adult passing through on September 23rd 1993. 
Since 2005, this species has suddenly become more regular, with up to five records 
a year — including a bird that stayed for three days during May 2006. 


Peregrine Falcon — Rare visitor 
Two records a year of fly-through birds since August 2004. No doubt grossly - 
overlooked. 


Moorhen — Vagrant 
A bird was heard calling from nearby Grand Union Canal in May 2004. 


Oystercatcher — Vagrant 
One was on the football pitches on the July 28th 2005. 


Northern Lapwing — Scarce visitor 
This distinctive plover can potentially be seen flapping over during almost any month. 


Common Snipe — Irregular Winter visitor 

Prior to 2003, most records pertained to the occasional over-flying Winter bird. Since 
2001, when the grassland area was allowed to flourish instead of being cut every 
Autumn, the incidence of this wader instantly showed an increase. Most were flushed 
from damper areas, especially in the early morning. 


Bar-tailed Godwit — Vagrant 
Incongruously, a flock of 35 headed east on the misty morning of May 1st 2004. 
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Whimbrel — Vagrant 
A pair flew over on May 7th 2006. 


Greenshank — Vagrant 
A calling bird flew over on August 13th 2006. 


Mediterranean Gull — Scarce visitor 

Our first record concerned a Winter adult consorting with a small group of Black- 
headed Gulls in January 2004. Since then, this species has occurred at least twice a 
year. 


Black-headed Gull — Common visitor 

The most abundant Larid to be encountered on the site throughout the year, with 
loafing flocks on the football pitches being a characteristic part of Winter birding. 
These gatherings are not usually large, around 200 being the usual maximum. On a 
couple of occasions during Februarys 2005/06, there was a large movement of gulls 
involving at least 500 of this species. 


Common Gull — Common Winter visitor 

This attractive gull usually begins to arrive in September (although we have had birds 
as early as July), usually peaking to around 40 birds by mid-Winter before 
evaporating by May. Over 80 birds were involved in the gull movement on February 
6th 2005. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — Regular visitor 

A familiar sight — though rarely more than ten birds during the Summer are seen at 
any one time, increasing to perhaps 20 in Winter. Over 50 were counted on our big 
gull day on February 6th 2005. 


Herring Gull — Regular visitor 

Although present all year, they are usually seen in remarkably low numbers. This is 
despite the close proximity of areas that boast fairly large gatherings, especially 
during the Winter. Our largest count was 120+ at the end of October 2004. 


Great Black-backed Gull — Rare visitor ° 
January to March is when we usually record our annual sighting of this huge gull. 


Kittiwake — Vagrant 

- Our first record relates to a bird found in the mid-1980s. Nearly 20 years later 
(November 21st 2004), our second ever record of this marine gull occured when two 
singletons headed north-west fairly high overhead, as part of a large movement of 
gulls that morning. 


Common Tern — Irregular visitor 
Calling singletons heading over are expected though infrequent during early Summer 
until early August. 


Stock Dove — Irregular visitor 
Despite the small breeding populations surrounding us (the nearest at Kensal Green 
Cemetery), this dove is either grossly overlooked or genuinely scarce. 


Woodpigeon — Common resident 

We experience a good visible passage from late October, with birds streaming in 
from the north-east. One morning, during late October 2006, over 10,000 passed 
through. 
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Collared Dove — Irregular visitor/resident 
This species has only managed to secure a toehold in this area. Most sightings are 
of singletons; but on May 5th 2006, at least seven were counted. 


Turtle Dove — Scarce migrant 

This Summer visitor is now essentially an annual Autumn migrant, that was first noted 
in the early 1990s and not recorded again until a Spring bird was discovered on April 
25th 1999. 


Ring-necked Parakeet — Common visitor/resident 

Virtually unknown until the mid-1990s. By 2005, early-morning commuting flocks of 
up to 40 birds were commonplace. More alarmingly, a pair bred for the first time in an 
old woodpecker hole in Scrubs Lane Wood. A roost containing over 130 was formed 
in late 2006. 


Cuckoo — Scarce migrant 

Surprisingly, there had been only one record prior to 2005: a juvenile in Scrubs Lane 
Wood in September 1993. Since then, this nationally decreasing species has 
suddenly re-entered our birding lives, becoming an annual Spring visitor. The 1993 
bird remains our only Autumn record. 


Barn Owl — Vagrant 
A surprise discovery was of an individual hunting over the grassland at 10.30pm on 
October 18th 2005. 


Short-eared Owl — Rare visitor 

This diurnal owl is probably more frequent than records suggest. A bird drifted over 
Chats Paddock in late November 1994 and was watched for over 20 minutes. Our 
second record was of a bird flying over in late September 1998. Finally, one was 
flushed from the grassland on October 31st 2004. 


Common Swift — Regular visitor 
The harbinger of Summer, this species is a common sight — especially in mid- 
Summer, when small flocks swoop over the grassland. We never get huge numbers. 


Wryneck — Vagrant 
Remarkably, a bird was watched for over 20 minutes in full view in Chats Paddock on 
September 7th 2003, representing our first ever record. It remained for the day. 


Green Woodpecker — Scarce resident 
A pair sometimes nest within Scrubs Lane Wood but are scarcely seen outside the 
breeding season. 


Great Spotted Woodpecker — Common Resident 
Up to two pairs regularly breed. 


Woodlark — Vagrant 
A bird was flushed with assorted Skylarks and Meadow Pipits from the grassland in 
November 1994. 


Skylark — Irregular visitor 
Long lost as a breeder but remains a fairly frequent Winter visitor to the grassiand 
area. The occasional non-breeder may be present for the Summer. 
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Sand Martin — Irregular migrant 

A very-scarcely-noticed passage migrant until recently, when they became slightly 
more regular — possibly due to our close proximity to the breeding colony at the 
London Wetland Centre. 


Swallow — Common migrant 
A guaranteed double-migrant that has been recorded in every month between April 
and October. 


House Martin — Irregular migrant 
Although recorded on passage most years, it is perhaps the scarcest hirundine in the 
area. 


Richard’s Pipit — Vagrant 

One of the biggest rarities to turn up at Wormwood Scrubs, a bird was flushed from 
the grassland at 07.30 on September 29th 1998. It was heard calling and seen 
hovering over the grass before dropping down. Despite searches later in the 
morning, it was not relocated. 


Tree Pipit — Regular migrant 
More regularly noted in the Autumn, when individuals sometimes linger for a few 
days. At least 14 birds were recorded in the Spring and Autumn of 2005. 


Meadow Pipit — Common resident/migrant 

Prior to 2001, the grassland was regularly cut in late Autumn, forcing the flocks of up 
to 80 larks and pipits to disperse. Breeding was first noted in 2003 — possibly two 
pairs; by 2006, this had increased to about five pairs. They have probably bred here 
for many years. 


Rock Pipit — Vagrant 
A singleton flew north over the football pitches in November 1996. 


Yellow Wagtail — Regular migrant 
From being quite a rarity during the 1990s, this attractive wagtail is now an expected 
double-migrant, normally noted heading over. 


Grey Wagtail — Irregular visitor 
No doubt a local breeder, birds are usually noted flying over towards the Grand Union 
Canal. 


Pied Wagtail — Common resident/migrant 

At least one pair breed annually in and around Linford Christie Stadium. There is an 
increase in roaming birds during passage. Up to five White Wagtails were on the 
athletics field on September 5th 2004. 


Wren — Common resident 
There are at least six pairs in residence, although this is probably a gross under- 
estimate. 


Dunnock — Common resident 
Especially prevalent in Martin Bell's Wood and along Lester's Embankment. Perhaps 
15 territories around the site. 


Robin — Common resident 
These birds are part of the furniture here, with perhaps 17 singing males. 
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Nightingale — Scarce Spring migrant 

After the initial record of a bird singing from the North-West Corner in April 1999, we 
had to wait until 2004 for our next record. In 2006, two separate birds were reported 
within a few days of each other: one was singing in the north-west corner; the other 
flew between Central Copse and Chats Paddock. 


Black Redstart — Vagrant 
Surprisingly, there has been only one record of this stereotypical urban bird, dating 
back to 1998. 


Common Redstart — Irregular migrant 

Apart from ‘Rudolph’ — a first-winter male that decided to overwinter from December 
2004 until February 2005 — a couple are noted most years, especially during Autumn. 
2006 records were unprecedented, with eight birds in April and a further four in the 
Autumn. 


Whinchat — Regular migrant 

The archetypal Scrubs bird whose presence is eagerly awaited — especially during 
the Autumn, when they are most numerous. There has been a general decline in 
numbers since the halcyon days in the 1990s, when Autumn counts consistently 
topped ten birds on a daily basis — with 18 on a small area of thistle on September 
16th still being the unbeaten maximum. 


European Stonechat — Regular migrant/Winter visitor 

Most years we play host to a wintering population of about three <tropile birds that 
spend their time in the grassland, Lesters Embankment and presumably on the 
Channel Tunnel land. Just prior to departure, their numbers may swell to up to eight 
birds that congregate on small patches of the grassland. 


Northern Wheatear — Regular migrant 

This is one of the species for which the Wormwood Scrubs is renowned, with most 
years resulting in multiple records for both passage periods, particularly the Autumn. 
Over 40 birds appeared during the Spring of 2006, with a further eight returning in the 
Autumn. 


Ring Ouzel — Scarce Spring migrant 
Since 2004, this attractive thrush has been an annual visitor, with up to two recorded 
each Spring. 


Blackbird — Common resident 
A regular sight, with about 20 pairs present during the breeding season and rather 
fewer in Winter. 


Fieldfare — Regular migrant/Winter visitor 
This thrush is never as numerous as Redwing, but is seen sporadically during the 
Winter months. A late bird stayed until May 4th 2004. 


Song Thrush — Common resident 
Up ten pairs may breed on site. 


Redwing — Regular migrant/Winter visitor 
Encountered in varying numbers on a daily basis during Winter. Over 400 birds flew 
over in one hour on October 10th 2004. 
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Mistle Thrush — Scarce resident 
Rarely breeding within The Scrubs itself, local family parties normally descend during 
late Summer. 


Grasshopper Warbler — Vagrant 
A bird was discovered on September 14th 2006 and is our only record. 


Sedge Warbler — Regular migrant 
Although never proven as a breeding species, territories are sometimes held in the 
early Summer, with seven males located in May 2004. Otherwise this ‘acro’ is regular 
in small numbers at passage times. 


Reed Warbler — Irregular migrant 

Much scarcer than Sedge Warbler, with far fewer passing through on migration. Very 
occasionally, birds are found singing in mid-Summer from deep within bushes, 
sparking off Marsh Warbler scares. 


Blackcap — Common Summer migrant 
Up to 12 pairs breed around the site. There have been no Winter records as yet. 


Garden Warbler — Regular migrant 
A few birds are found annually in Spring and Autumn. A couple usually hold territory 
in early Summer, though breeding has never been verified. 


Lesser Whitethroat — Common Summer migrant 
At least five pairs breed, and some of the singing males are quite easy to find. 


Common Whitethroat — Common Summer migrant 
This is usually the most-common warbler present, with an unprecedented 22 singing 
males counted in May 2004. Numbers fell to around 12 singing males in 2006. 


Dartford Warbler — Rare visitor 

There have been three records — including singletons found in November 1998, and 
a singing male in March 1999 that may have been present for several weeks. A first- 
winter bird, discovered on August 18th 2005, may have been London’s earliest 
Autumn record since 1938. 


Wood Warbler — Vagrant 
A singing male was found in May 1980. 


Common Chiffchaff — Common Summer migrant 
This phylossc has slowly increased as a breeding bird, with up to five pairs reported 
in 2006. 


Willow Warbler — Regular migrant 
An erstwhile breeder, this species is — at best — a common migrant; though, 
occasionally, up to two males may hold territory during the Summer. 


Goldcrest — Scarce Winter visitor 
A couple are reported most Winters and may emanate from nearby Kensal Green 
Cemetery. 


Spotted Flycatcher — Irregular migrant 
This scarce bird is more usually noted during Spring. We record on average three 
every year; but in 2006 we received over 17 birds. 
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Pied Flycatcher — Irregular migrant 
An almost annual migrant; and in some years we saw more Pied than Spotted. 


Long-tailed Tit - Common resident 
Around five pairs may nest every year, though this may be a gross under-estimate. 
They are augmented by Winter wanderers. 


Blue Tit - Common resident 
At least 16 pairs may breed at Wormwood Scrubs annually. 


Great Tit - Common resident 
Around 10 pairs may nest at The Scrubs. 


Jay — Scarce resident/migrant 

Two pairs breed occasionally; otherwise better known as migrant/Winter visitors. In 
September 2006, 13 were observed — including seven flying south at great height in 
a straggling flock. 


Magpie — Common resident 
Populations have been relatively stable over the years, with up to 35 birds usually 
around. Maybe six pairs breed in our sparse woodlands. 


Jackdaw — Regular visitor/scarce resident 
Small numbers are seen throughout the year, with larger autumnal dispersal flocks. 


Rook — Irregular Spring migrant 
Probably overlooked prior 2004, these rustic crows are now annual fly-overs. 


Carrion Crow — Common resident 
This ominous figure is abundant around the site — particularly around the prison, 
where upwards of 250 congregate on the prison wall and adjacent fields. 


Starling — Common resident 

This garrulous bird breeds mainly in the surrounding residential areas, though around 
four pairs hole-nest in Scrubs Lane Wood. Birds use The Scrubs as a feeding area, 
with upwards of 500 regularly gathering during late Summer. 


House Sparrow — Scarce resident 

The main population nucleus lies within Braybrook Street and environs, with a tiny 
overspill close to the prison. These birds rarely stray from these centres and are only 
occasionally found in the grassland and Lester's Embankment during Summer. From 
late Summer until Spring, up to 60 roost in Central Copse. 


Chaffinch — Scarce resident/regular Winter visitor 
Occasional nester, but better known as a Winter visitor — though never in large 
numbers. 


Brambling — Vagrant 
This species has doubtless been overlooked, as our only record dates from 
December 1999. 


Greenfinch — Common resident 
Maybe 15 pairs breed within The Scrubs, with other birds from the surrounding area 
dropping in. 


THE BIRDS OF WORMWOOD SCRUBS, 1980-2006 IS 


Goldfinch — Common resident 

A few pairs breed on site, but the majority of our birds breed outside the area. Up to 
250 congregate on the seed-heads in the grassland during late Summer. Recently, 
there have been signs of a decline. 


Siskin — Irregular Winter visitor 
Due to our lack of the favoured trees that this species relishes, most of our records 
are of fly-overs. 


Linnet — Common/scarce resident 
Up to 12 pairs breed along Lester's Embankment, but disperse, and are much 
scarcer, during Winter. 


Lesser Redpoll — Scarce Autumn migrant 
Normally noted heading over and rarely making landfall. 


Bullfinch — Scarce resident 
Perhaps two, seldom-seen, pairs breed here most years. 


Yellowhammer — Vagrant 
A male flew low over the grassland on November 17th 2006. This species has 
probably been overlooked previously. 


Ortolan Bunting — Vagrant 
A first-winter/female was found by Lester's Embankment on September 2nd 2003 
and stayed for a few minutes before heading north-west. 


Reed Bunting — Irregular migrant/Winter visitor 
A couple are recorded most years. 
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Laughing Gull at Hilfield Park Reservoir — 
New to the London Area 


Steve Murray 


My second visit of the day on 19th September 2006 was aimed squarely at the gull 
roost which had produced only single Mediterranean and Little Gull so far that 
autumn. At 18.45 hours, on the fourth scan, my attention was suddenly grabbed by a 
small very dark-grey gull in the middle of about 2-3000 Black-headed and about 200 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls. Identification was straightforward and within seconds my 
heart was pounding as | knew that | was looking at the first Laughing Gull for 
Hertfordshire and the London Area! 


The light and air clarity were good, giving me an excellent scope views at a 
comfortable range, later gauged to be about 277 metres. | judged the evenly dark 
grey upperparts of the Laughing Gull to be nearly as dark as the paler examples of 
the adult Lesser Black-backs. In size it seemed to be marginally larger than some 
of the Black-headed Gulls but not really separable from others. It was however, 
noticeably longer than all, clearly due to the closed wing projecting considerably 
further than that of the Black-headed Gulls. The head pattern and bill shape were 
also very striking in that both features were similar to that of Mediterranean Gull. It 
showed a diffuse blackish ear-covert wedge and a more indistinct dark shawl effect 
that rose up to meet the rear of the crown. The bill was all black and considerably 
deeper, stouter and longer than those of the Black-headed Gulls. It seemed stouter 
and longer even than would be expected of Mediterranean Gull bill shape, an 
impression reinforced by close scrutiny of at least four of the latter during the 
following week. 


The bird was at rest on the water throughout my observation, showing all black 
visible primaries, definitely lacking any white tips. One brief wing stretch showed 
the wing to be largely dark grey with the outer part being black and, again, lacking 
any white tips. A plumage feature that was more subtle was that some of the usually 
white parts of gulls were ash grey on this bird. The sides of the breast and the rear 
of the neck were ash grey, and when seen head-on, the only true white was a 
vertically oriented oval on the breast and a smaller area on the forehead in front of 
the shawl effect. 


| was desperate for some corroboration on identification but because of access 
restrictions | could only phone a few keyholders. My elation increasingly turned to 
anxiety as one after another were variously still not home from work, at the wrong 
end of the country or, worse still, on their way to watch Watford play Accrington 
Stanley! However | was eventually relieved to see Jack Fearnside and Peter 
Delaloye marching along the dam towards me. Euphoria was my next emotion 
though when Jack looked through my scope and rapidly agreed with my 
identification. | was exhilarated that the closest scrutiny over a long period had left 
no nagging doubts nor lingering suspicions. There was not the slightest reason to 
doubt that this was anything but a typical second-winter Laughing Gull. The 
following evening the bird was found by Mark McManus and also watched by Jack 
Fearnside, Bob Cripps and myself at much longer range and in very gloomy 
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conditions at around 19.20 hours. On 21st September permission was granted to 
open the site to all comers and around 40 birdwatchers arrived. Sadly there was 
no sign of the Laughing Gull and at least three Mediterranean Gulls were of little 
consolation. 


Steve Murray, 184 Thirsk Road, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 5BD 
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Bird Highlights at Alexandra Park, 2006 


Andrew Gardener 


A mixed year on the whole, with its share of positives and negatives. 108 species 
were recorded in the study area — the highest total ever — beating the previous best 
of 105. The high total must, in some way, be due to the number of birdwatchers now 
visiting the Park on a regular basis — probably the largest number ever. 


Two new species, Hawfinch and Nightingale, were added to the site list, which 
brings the total to 166. It was an exceptional year for a number of migratory species. 
At least 20 separate Northern Wheatear were recorded in the Spring; and seven 
Common Redstart were observed through the year, including two lovely Spring 
males together for a few days by the reservoir. Three Ring Ouzel were also recorded, 
two of which were present on the same day. They were part of a good morning’s 
observations, which amounted to 50 species and also included Cuckoo and 
Shelduck. 


Mediterranean Gull, Black Redstart, European Stonechat and Peregrine Falcon 
also had a good year, with multiple sightings. At least two Mealy Redpoll wintered, 
staying through from the previous year until at least the end of March. Other birds of 
note were Curlew, Whimbrel, Redshank, Pheasant, Yellow-legged Gull, Red Kite 
and Common Buzzard. There was a large count of 40+ Cormorant; and Little 
Grebe numbers were good, with at least ten birds recorded in October. A pair of Little 
Grebe were also observed building a nest in late Summer but soon abandoned it; this 
is the first nesting record for the species in the study area. 


On the downside, though, the number of certain species — Common Sandpiper, 
Northern Lapwing, Common Teal, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Skylark, Treecreeper 
and Sedge Warbler — was down; and there were no records of Common Snipe at all, 
whereas at one time it was not uncommon to have over half a dozen sightings a year. 
Unfortunately, Firecrest and Pied Flycatcher were also absent this year; these had, 
until recently, become annual in the Park. 


After the return, in 2005, of breeding Bullfinch and Reed Bunting, it was hoped that 
these species would do so again this year. Unfortunately, this was not to be, despite 
a pair of Reed Bunting being present at the beginning of the year. Numbers of Stock 
Dove also appeared to be down, with only one confirmed breeding success in the 
Grove. However, three pairs of Nuthatch nested — the best year ever for them — and 
numbers of Great Spotted and Green Woodpeckers remained stable at about six 
and five pairs respectively. At least three pairs of Goldcrest (but as many as six 
pairs) were present, with at least two pairs fledging young. 


Andrew Gardener, 50 Springfield Avenue, Muswell Hill, London, N10 3SY 
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Bird Highlights at Beddington Farm, 2006 


Kevin Guest 


Beddington Farm’s mixed habitats attracted a variety of species throughout the year: 
the refuse tip attracted large numbers of gulls; the lake had good numbers of 
wintering wildfowl and passage waders; and the Southeast corner and 100 Acre 
hosted good numbers of breeding birds. Regular ringing took place in the storm 
tanks. A colony of Tree Sparrows remained on site all year. 


JANUARY: Three Long-eared Owl were seen on 2nd and remained on site for four 
days. On the 8th, 30 Common Snipe were recorded. Three male and two female 
Pintail were noted on 23rd. A Dartford Warbler was noted on 29th; as was a 
Common Buzzard, which flew north-west. Caspian, Mediterranean and Yellow- 
legged Gulls were regular visitors to the refuse tip. Wintering birds included six Green 
Sandpiper on 16th, two Water Pipit, two Little Egret and a Jack Snipe. 


FEBRUARY: Two Caspian Gull were recorded on (st, and this species was present 
again on 5th and 16th. A Dartford Warbler was recorded on 4th and 19th. Three Little 
Egret were noted on 12th and 13th. Eight White-fronted Geese flew in from the 
north-east and departed south-south-west on 21st. Yellow-legged Gull were 
recorded on 7th, and seven Mediterranean Gull on 16th. 


MARCH: A fairly quiet month, with signs of migration as the month moved on. A 
Ringed Plover was recorded on 15th, four Redshank on 19th, two Jack Snipe on 26th 
and Little Ringed Plover on 29th. Water Pipit were noted throughout the month. 
Common Buzzard was noted on 29th. A female Northern Wheatear was present on 
30th and 31st. Highlight of the month was a Common Scoter on the lake on 31st. 


APRIL: The Common Scoter remained on the lake on 1st, when a Rock Pipit was 
also seen. Red Kite were sighted on 3rd and 17th. Three Little Ringed Plover were 
noted on 15th; and Common Sandpiper were regularly observed, with four on 15th. 
A Tree Pipit was noted in the Southeast corner on 22nd. Common Buzzard were 
regular visitors, with two on 24th. A Blue-headed Wagtail was observed on 24th. A 
Hobby was noted on the 24th, 28th and 29th. An Arctic Tern flew over the lake and 
departed east on 25th. A Caspian Gull was noted on 27th, a Little Ringed Plover on 
2/th and 28th, and a Common Tern on 30th. 


MAY: A Little Tern was observed over the lake flying off south-west on 1st. A Hobby 
was seen regularly from 2nd. A Turtle Dove was noted on 3rd. Little Ringed Plover 
were recorded from 3rd, Common Sandpiper from 6th and Ringed Plover from 7th. 
A Spoonbill flew in from the north-west and departed south-east on 7th, when three 
Common Buzzard were also noted. Two Dunlin and a Whinchat were noted on 14th. 
A Red Kite flew over on 15th. A Spotted Flycatcher and a Garganey were recorded 
on 21st. A Greenshank was present between 25th and 31st. A Cuckoo was seen on 
29th. Four Arctic Tern flew north-east on 30th. 


JUNE: A Greenshank was noted on 1st, 4th, 5th, 20th and 29th. A Common Buzzard 
flew over on 4th, 11th, 14th and 15th. Little Ringed Plover were seen regularly, with 
three on 4th and 25th. Three Common Tern flew over the lake on 5th and 10th. Two 
Egyptian Geese were seen on 8th, 11th, 14th and 27th. A Hobby was noted regularly 
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throughout the month. A Ringed Plover was seen on 14th. A Red-crested Pochard 
was seen on the lake on 16th and 28th — this is a bird which commutes from Waddon 
Ponds. A Common Sandpiper was noted on 20th and 29th. Six Green Sandpiper 
were noted on 26th. 


JULY: A Hobby was seen on 2nd, 15th, 22nd and 23rd. Little Ringed Plover were 
recorded on 6th, 10th and 24th. A Common Buzzard flew over on 8th. A Black-tailed 
Godwit was noted on 9th, 19th and 22nd. Common Sandpiper numbers peaked at six 
on 12th, and 27 Green Sandpipers were recorded on 21st. A Ringed Plover was 
noted on 22nd. A Mediterranean Gull was noted on 23rd and 28th. A single 
Greenshank was recorded regularly throughout the month. 


AUGUST: Green Sandpiper numbers rose to 36 on the 3rd. Common Sandpiper 
numbers peaked at six on 5th. Three Garden Warbler and two Black-tailed Godwit 
were noted on 7th. A Little Ringed Plover was seen on 8th. Greenshank were present 
throughout most of the month, with three birds present between 9th and 12th, and on 
28th and 30th. Three Dunlin were seen on 13th and a single bird on 14th. A Spotted 
Crake spent a day in front of the Sand Martin bank on 14th. A Wood Sandpiper was 
recorded on 18th, two birds on 19th, and a single bird on 24th and 25th. Common 
Buzzard were recorded on 25th and 30th. A Ruff was present for two days from 26th. 
Four Common Snipe were recorded on 30th. 


SEPTEMBER: Greenshank were recorded up until 15th. Hobby numbers peaked at 
three on 4th. Three Common Sandpiper were present on 1st, with irregular sightings 
up until 14th. A Ringed Plover was seen on 3rd, 10th and 22nd. A Spotted 
Flycatcher was seen on the irrigation bridge on 7th, when 21 Green Sandpiper were 
also noted. A Curlew was recorded on 9th. Three Dunlin were recorded on 10th. A 
Redstart visited the Storm Tanks on 12th. A Pectoral Sandpiper was noted on 13th 
and 15th on the Enclosed Lagoon. A Whinchat was recorded on 15th. A Ruff was 
present between 20th and 23rd, with two birds recorded on 27th. A Wood Sandpiper 
was seen between 20th and 23rd. A Black Tern was recorded on 23rd. Common 
Snipe numbers peaked at 46 on 25th. 


OCTOBER: A Rock Pipit was noted on 10th. A Tree Pipit was seen on 12th. A 
Common Sandpiper and a Mediterranean Gull were recorded on 14th. A Caspian Gull 
and six Yellow-legged Gulls were noted on 18th, and 19 White-fronted Geese flew 
from north-west to east on 19th. Two Golden Plover flew north on 22nd. A Jack Snipe 
was also noted on 22nd. A Peregrine Falcon was seen on 29th. 


NOVEMBER: Three Golden Plover flew north-west on 5th. Mediterranean Gull were 
recorded on 10th, 13th and 24th. An escaped White-backed Vulture made a brief 
appearance over the refuse tip on 11th. A Caspian Gull was noted on 11th. Two 
Egyptian Geese were seen on both 12th and 26th. A Barn Owl stayed for two days 
from 19th. A Water Pipit returned on 26th. Three Yellow-legged Gull were seen. on 
29th. 


DECEMBER: Mediterranean Gull were a regular feature from 1st until 24th. A 
Caspian Gull was noted on 1st, 18th and 20th. Yellow-legged Gull were seen on 7th, 
18th, 24th and 30th. A Jack Snipe was noted on 14th and 19th. A Glaucous Gull was 
present on 15th, 16th and 25th. Two White-fronted Geese flew over the storm tanks 
on 17th. A Goldeneye was present on 18th. A Golden Plover flew south on 26th. Two 
Egyptian Geese were recorded on 30th. 
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Bird Highlights at Brent Reservoir, 2006 


lan Ellis 


There were no new bird species added this year, unlike in 2003, 2004 and 2005. 
However, 2006 did provide chances — some bigger than others — for the regular site- 
watchers to catch up with irregular or long-absent species, including Great Northern 
Diver, Wood Warbler, Grasshopper Warbler, Mealy Redpoll and Yellowhammer. The 
species count for the year was 121 — well below the average for the previous ten 
years (131). 


JANUARY: In the first two weeks of the year, Northern Lapwing, Water Rail and 
Siskin were all seen; whilst in the Eastern Marsh, a Common Chiffchaff could be 
found, and Common Snipe peaked at 21 for the first Winter period. On 15th, Yellow- 
legged Gull, Kingfisher and Lesser Redpoll were all seen; and the year’s highest 
count of Coot occurred, with 770 birds present. One of the better birds of the year 
was watched on 23rd, when a Mealy Redpoll — the first for over 40 years — was 
found near the main hide; two pairs of Wigeon followed on 24th, then the first Greylag 
Goose and Shelduck records of the year on 28th. 


FEBRUARY: Typically a quiet month, and this year was no exception; however, the 
gulls provided some interest: a first-winter Mediterranean Gull and two Great Black- 
backed Gull on 12th, then two more of the latter plus another Yellow-legged Gull on 
25th. Throughout the month, up to 190 Common Gull were also present. Other 
February highlights included further sightings of Shelduck, Siskin, Lesser Redpoll 
and Common Chiffchaff; and a flock of up to 110 Starling that was sometimes 
attacked by one of the local Kestrels. A pair of Muntjac had also arrived and taken 
up residence in the Eastern Marsh. 


MARCH: The first weekend brought freezing conditions to Brent, but with them 
another visit from a first-winter Mediterranean Gull and the first Jackdaw of the year 
on 4th. The next week brought the first Meadow Pipit and more Great Black-backed 
Gull (a species seen increasingly, and in ten months of 2006). Surprisingly, a flock of 
50 Fieldfare seen in Woodfield Park on 18th were the last of the whole year! On a 
brighter note, the last week of the month brought with it some much-needed 
excitement, with a Red Kite, the first Yellowhammer in six years, three Northern 
Lapwing and an impressive site-record of 17 Stock Dove on 25th; a Treecreeper and 
the first Sand Martins on 26th; the first Willow Warbler on 30th; and a Short-eared 
Owl on 31st. 


APRIL: As usual, April was interesting throughout — starting with Common Tern, 
Northern Wheatear and Blackcap on ‘st; Little Egret, Linnet and another Northern 
Wheatear on 2nd; a Redshank on 4th; Swallows from 6th; a fine male Common 
Redstart on 7th; and a Common Buzzard on 8th. Mid-month witnessed a Caspian 
Gull on 14th; seven Common Sandpiper, Yellow Wagtail, Brambling, Common 
Whitethroat and a vocal but very elusive Grasshopper Warbler on 15th; Cuckoo, 
House Martin and Rook on 17th; plus further Northern Wheatear and a build-up of 
warblers and hirundines. The last Redwing of Spring departed on 19th whereas the 
first Common Swift arrived a day later. On 21st, a female Ring Ouzel, Lesser 
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Whitethroat, Sedge Warbler and two Shelduck were all present. Late April highlights 
included a summer-plumage adult Little Gull and a singing Wood Warbler (the first 
confirmed record since 1961) on 27th; the first Garden Warbler on 28th; Treecreeper, 
Cuckoo and Tawny Owl on Spring Birdcount day (29th); plus several further records 
of Yellow Wagtail and Northern Wheatear. 


MAY: Peregrine Falcon, White Wagtail and Yellow Wagtail were all present on 1st; 
but overall the month was uncharacteristically quiet, the main interests (aside from 
breeding activity) being a Greenshank on 12th, a pair of Wigeon from 21st, a Little 
Egret on 28th and a Cuckoo on 29th. 


JUNE: Common Tern nests numbered at least 36 by 3rd; though on a couple of 
occasions, tern chicks were taken by Lesser Black-backed Gulls, a pair of which was 
attempting to nest again. The first Green Sandpiper of the year was seen on 18th, 
with the first Hobby not being seen until 25th. 


JULY: Greenshank, Northern Lapwing, Green Sandpiper and Common Sandpiper all 
put in appearances in the first week, the last species being present from 7th onwards 
with five on site on 22nd. The first returning Common Snipe appeared on 12th, and a 
further Northern Lapwing on 15th. The second half of the month produced Hobby on 
16th, Little Egret on 22nd — still present on 23rd, when a Redshank also put in an 
appearance — and a further Green Sandpiper on 29th. Breeding evidence during the 
month was noted for Little Grebe, Mute Swan, Gadwall, Ruddy Duck, Sparrowhawk, 
Lesser Black-backed Gull and Herring Gull. The nearby colony of House Martins at 
West Hendon Broadway also had a successful breeding season. Apart from birds, 
July produced the first-ever record of Privet Hawkmoth for Brent (which was also the 
first Middlesex record for 25 years), plus evidence that Grass Snake is still at least an 
occasional visitor. 


AUGUST: The year’s first record of Spotted Flycatcher was made on 5th, when 
around 100 Swift plus numerous Black-headed Gull were seen feeding on flying ants. 
On 10th, a Hobby put in an appearance (probably attracted by growing numbers of 
post-breeding House Martins), accompanied by the Autumn ’s first two returning Sand 
Martins. A flock of 34 Common and/or Arctic Terns flew west on the morning of 13th. 
On 19th, another Spotted Flycatcher was present, the first of numerous Autumn 
sightings: three were present on Autumn Bird Count day (26th), when the extra 
coverage also located single Whinchat, Yellow Wagtail and male Common Redstart, 
plus five Willow Warbler and 22 Common Chiffchaff. Common and Green Sandpipers 
were seen occasionally throughout the month. Breeding was confirmed for Green 
Woodpecker and Stock Dove, amongst others. The final days of the month witnessed 
the last Sedge Warbler and Garden Warbler (27th) and Whinchat (28th), plus Hobby 
(30th) and two adult Great Black-backed Gulls (31st). 


SEPTEMBER: The month began quietly, with Hobby being the most notable sighting 
in the first week. Then on 9th, the only Pintail of the year arrived; whereas the last 
Yellow Wagtail and Sand Martins departed. On 10th, the first Water Rail returned and 
three Black Tern were watched hawking insects over the reservoir. The last Willow 
Warbler, Common Tern and Spotted Flycatchers were seen on 11th; seven Common 
Sandpiper on 15th; the last Reed Warbler on 16th; then two Wigeon and the last 
Blackcaps of the year on 17th, when the year’s high counts for Shoveler (101) and 
Ruddy Duck (85) were also made. A Dunlin flew over on the evening of 21st; the last 
Hobby and Lesser Whitethroat were seen on 23rd plus the first passage Skylark. On 
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24th, two Siskin, a passage of 82 Meadow Pipit and a notable increase in Song 
Thrush were yet more harbingers of Autumn. Passage of Meadow Pipit, Jackdaw 
and finches was also noted frequently in the final week of the month. 


OCTOBER: The last Swallows passed through on 1st, when six Linnet commenced 
a good month’s showing for this species. On 4th, a Black-necked Grebe and 
second-winter Mediterranean Gull were excellent finds — though possibly outshone 
on 8th when Curlew, Yellow-legged Gull and Brambling were seen, plus some good 
counts of Ring-necked Parakeet (35), Meadow Pipit (90) and House Martin (39 and 
the last of the year). Four Northern Lapwing passed south on 12th. On 14th, the first 
Redwings returned, the first of numerous October Skylark passed through, and a 
possible Merlin was seen. A Rock Pipit flew over on 20th and another Brambling on 
21st; but it was Cormorant that was the topic of conversation on the latter day, when 
around 50 arrived together! On 23rd, three Kingfisher were present; but the final 
week was relatively quiet — apart from the continued presence of high Cormorant 
numbers, which peaked at a new site-record of 92 on 29th. 


NOVEMBER: This was a very quiet month by usual standards, though with the year’s 
best count of Grey Heron (15) on 1st, a Great Black-backed Gull on 4th and the first 
Goldeneye of the year on 5th. A Northern Lapwing was on the rafts on 11th; a pair 
of Great Crested Grebes were seen nest-building on 25th; and one or two Common 
Chiffchaff were seen intermittently throughout the month and subsequently up until 
Christmas Day. 


DECEMBER: Unlike the previous year, the first part of the month was eventful: a 
second-winter Mediterranean Gull on 5th; then, on the afternoon of the ‘Kensal Rise’ 
tornado (7th), the first Great Northern Diver since 1951 arrived, staying until the 
following morning and arguably the ‘bird of the year’. Three Northern Lapwing arrived 
on the rafts on 10th and stayed in the vicinity until Christmas Day. As usual, wetland 
birds were a key feature of the month: a Goldeneye was present on 12th, and some 
annual peaks were reached, including Tufted Duck (207) on 16th; Common Teal (86) 
on 17th; Wigeon (8) and Common Snipe (23) on 23rd; and Pochard (143) on 27th. 
The 23rd also produced a first-winter Mediterranean Gull, and the 27th an adult Little 
Gull. On 30th, the year-list added its last species — taking the total to 121 — when a 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was seen at the Northern Marsh. 


lan Ellis, 9 Westbury Road, Woodside Park, Middlesex, N12 7NY 
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Bird Highlights at Rainham Marshes, 2006 


Howard Vaughan 


2006 was a significant year in the recent history of Rainham Marshes, as we finally 
opened in the November to the general birding public, who at long last had access to 
a Significant portion of this mediaeval, lowland, wet grazing-marsh. Not that we did 
not have lots of visitors before opening: organised events aside, the wintering flock of 
four Penduline Tits in the first Winter attracted a steady stream of birders on those 
days when we had enough help to be able to open up. 


The Spring was fairly unexceptional — bar a wandering White Stork, an unseasonal 
female Ferruginous Duck, a couple of Ring Ouzels and a brief view of what was more 
than likely a Red-throated Pipit. A first-summer female Montagu’s Harrier in early- 
June brought a smile to many a London-lister and a Spoonbill (ringed in Holland) 
dropped in for an afternoon. August to October were fairly standard, with high water- 
levels precluding any scarce waders, but November and December saw a flurry of 
excellent birds up the Thames — all viewed from the comfort and warmth of the 
recently-opened visitor centre. We ended the year as we began, with two Penduline 
Tits returning from wherever they spend the Summer and ensuring a busy Christmas 
period! 


2006 also saw the sad loss of two Rainham, Essex and London stalwarts, with the 
untimely passing of Ken Barrett in March and Mike Dennis in August. Both were an 
integral part of the local birding community and are sorely missed. 


JANUARY: The new year started off as a damp squib, with lots of drizzle and no birds, 
but things soon picked up — especially with the re-appearance of up to four Penduline 
Tit from 12th. The Black Redstart became ever more showy, the Dartford Warbler 
kept low until 27th and Bearded Tit were heard on 3rd and 15th. Up to ten Water Pipit 
and 30 Rock Pipit were found along the whole foreshore and Black-tailed Godwit 
peaked at 212 (17th). Three male Ruff included a colour-ringed and flagged bird from 
a programme in Holland. Five Short-eared Owl and the Barn Owl were seen, and at 
least four Peregrine Falcon and a female Merlin were using the site. Neither Glaucous 
nor Iceland Gull (white-wingers) was seen, but up to nine different Caspian Gull were 
picked out, mirroring the findings further downriver. 


FEBRUARY: The Penduline Tits delighted on and off all month, with regularly four 
and occasionally five being seen. The supporting cast of Black Redstart, Cetti's 
Warblers, up to ten Water Pipit and four Peregrine Falcon kept the punters happy. 
Caspian Gull were seen on 2nd, 4th, 8th and 13th and a Glaucous x Herring hybrid 
was photographed on 8th. Wigeon reached an impressive 1,000 but Pintail remained 
static at 22. Black-tailed Godwits piled in each day to roost, reaching the 300 mark; 
they were also utilising the Stone Barges. A Firecrest was heard again on 10th and a 
pair of Dartford Warbler was seen on the tip area from 19th. 


MARCH: Wader-wise it was fairly static, with the only new arrivals being four Bar- 
tailed Godwit (20th) and three Avocet (23rd). A late Jack Snipe was seen on the 19th, 
when a White Stork popped in for a few hours in the late afternoon. Wildfowl 
remained much as in February, but Pintail peaked at 36 and six Brent Geese were 
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seen on 22nd. Caspian Gull were found on 18th and 23rd. In keeping with big bird- 
of-prey (BOP) movements on the weekend of 25th—26th, both Buzzard and Red Kite 
were seen. Peregrine Falcon were evident and a female Merlin made three 
appearances. Up to three Short-eared Owl remained. Our resident Black Redstart 
started singing and at least two Cetti’s Warblers were on territory. A Bearded Tit (9th) 
was the first since January and Coal Tit (12th) was a major site rarity, as was a Red- 
legged Partridge (28th). Northern Wheatears and Sand Martins arrived on 25th. 


APRIL: Spring was very slow to arrive but eventually got underway; and, by the end 
of the month, most of the usual visitors were in. Wader passage was moderate, with 
Whimbrel from the 1st (and up to six during the last week), and up to three 
Greenshank and a high of 11 Bar-tailed Godwits (30th). Black-tailed Godwits still 
numbered 220 on 18th. A few Dunlin, two Grey Plover (30th), three Avocet and a 
Jack Snipe (23rd) all moved through. Two each of Common (30th), Arctic (30th) and 
Sandwich Terns (16th) moved up river, but there was only one Common Scoter 
(17th). Little Gull were seen on 3rd and 19th, and two different Caspian Gulls were 
reported. A second Red Kite was seen (22nd), a Marsh Harrier stayed for the 
weekend of 1st—2nd, and Common Buzzard cruised through on 3rd. No Hobby were 
seen, but Peregrine Falcon were still hunting the area. Pintail stayed until 9th and a 
drake Garganey was seen from 25th. Late Winter visitors were Redwing (8th), Mealy 
Redpoll (8th—10th) and still six Water Pipit on 9th. Northern Wheatear passage was 
impressive, with several counts over 20 and a peak of 49 on 20th — when a Whinchat 
was also present. A pair of Ring Ouzel were found on 16th, the female staying until 
22nd. Other notable passerines included Tree Pipit and Grasshopper Warbler (16th), 
a pair of Corn Bunting, singing Cetti’s Warbler, Nightingale and a Coal Tit. 


MAY: A lively month with a good mix of passage species. The 7th was the peak 
wader day, with a single flock on the foreshore consisting of 16 Ringed Piover, 12 
Dunlin, two Sanderling, five Turnstone, three Bar-tailed Godwit, two Grey Plover and 
a summer-plumaged Knot (which stayed until 8th). With Curlew, Whimbrel, 
Oystercatcher, Northern Lapwing, Little Ringed Plover, Redshank, Greenshank, 
Black-tailed Godwit, Avocet and Common Sandpiper all near by, it made for quite a 
collection! The Bar-tailed Godwits actually peaked at nine on 1st. The 7th also saw 
two Arctic and ten Common Terns on the river and a Honey Buzzard over. Hobby 
were regular, and another Marsh Harrier went through on 28th. The two rarest birds 
of the month were all too brief: a Red-throated Pipit (10th) and female Ferruginous 
Duck (22nd). Other notable site birds included a hepatic Cuckoo (3rd and 7th), Black 
Tern (13th), Egyptian Goose (6th), Brent Goose (until 21st), Great.Crested Grebe 
(7th and 15th), Tawny Owl (21st) and Barn Owl (28th). 


JUNE: The month started in style with a fine, female Montagu’s Harrier, found by 
the late Mike Dennis and seen on the 3rd, 4th and 6th. Similarly elusive was a female 
Marsh Harrier, present for the same period. A Dutch-ringed Spoonbill (not an Old 
Hall bird) spent the latter half of the 9th dozing on the reserve before escaping the 
next morning. Three Avocet were present at the same time — failed breeders from the 
site where they were successful last year. A Common Buzzard (4th) and a Black 
Tern (19th) were the only other passage birds of note. High water-levels encouraged 
a pair of Great Crested Grebe to prospect. 


JULY: Two Red Kite on 2nd kick-started the month, then a fine juvenile Marsh Harrier 
from 17th—23rd. Star bird was the Great White Egret found by Steve Hall on 17th; it 
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stayed only three hours. As the water-level dropped, so wader passage improved, 
with good numbers of Green Sandpiper, up to nine Little Ringed Plover, two Ruff and 
a Wood Sandpiper from 22nd onwards. Strangely, only one juvenile Mediterranean 
Gull was seen and there were no terns. A Brent Goose on the river (15th) was 
unseasonal, and Ring-necked Parakeet were seen on 8th and 30th (five). 


AUGUST: A fair selection of waders passed through, including good numbers of the 
common Tringa species, at least four Wood Sandpiper (three on 15th) and a solitary 
Spotted Redshank (12th). Singles of Golden Plover (8th) and Bar-tailed Godwit (2nd 
and 14th) added variety, and a lone Little Stint was elusive from 28th. Yellow-legged 
Gulls peaked at a low 17 on Qth, and an Arctic, Sandwich and Common Tern were 
seen on the same day. Passerine passage was slight, with the first Whinchat on 15th 
and three the next day, while Northern Wheatear peaked at seven on 21st. The 
Cordite held Garden Warblers on 15th and 22nd, and Spotted Flycatcher from 20th. 
Other notables were a Corn Bunting on 21st and Tree Pipit on 22nd. Barn Owls were~ 
confirmed to have bred on site. 


SEPTEMBER: Unbelievably, too much water resulted in a poor wader month: there 
were no rarities; and only several Spotted Redshanks and Bar-tailed Godwits, and a 
Wood Sandpiper, of note. Single Garganey were present throughout, and the first 
Wigeon was back on 7th. The Thames was very quiet, with the sole good day being 
the 16th when 20 Arctic Tern and a Common Scoter were seen. Gull-searching 
yielded four different Caspian and over 20 Yellow-legged Gulls. A single Marsh 
Harrier was seen on 15th and 17th and was the sole big BOP all month. The Cordite 
revealed little in the way of passage, with highlights being a Pied Flycatcher and two 
Garden Warblers (6th). Whinchat were scarce, but Yellow Wagtail reached at least 
50 (13th). 


OCTOBER: A good mix of Winter and Autumn on site during the month, with returning 
duck and waders. By month-end, the Black-tailed Godwit flock was at 35 and 
Redshank had hit 67. Single Greenshank, and Grey and Golden Plovers, added 
variety; and Jack Snipe were seen on three dates, including two on 9th. Despite 
easterly winds, the Thames was quiet, with four Common Scoter (14th), an Arctic 
Skua (15th) and Red-breasted Merganser (23rd) being the highlights. Rock Pipit 
peaked at eight and a single Water Pipit was seen on several dates. A Red-legged 
Partridge continued to be seen around the centre, and Woodpigeon passage on 25th 
reached 3,200 before 09:20 while up to 100 Stock Dove had been feeding on the silts. 
The 25th also saw a good flurry of finches, with two Brambling and singles of Lesser 
Redpoll and Siskin amongst the commoner species. A few Redwing flocks moved 
through and the first two Fieldfare were seen on 18th. On the same day, two 
immature Ring Ouzel were seen, followed by two adults on 22nd and another on 28th. 
The following day, four Tree Sparrow were found by the Barges and a respectable 
eight were there the next day; these are the first ‘on the deck’ records for several 
years. The last Northern Wheatear was seen on 14th and European Stonechat were 
in double figures by mid-month. The Cetti’s Warbler was back in song from 11th, and 
a Coal Tit on 8th and 11th was a notable site bird. Like elsewhere in Metropolitan 
Essex, Ring-necked Parakeet sightings continued — with up to three on several dates. 


NOVEMBER: Bizarrely mild weather, but an amazing list of birds for the month with 
a good mix of species. The river proved to be the biggest draw: Red-throated Diver 
(19th); Little Auk (25th); Grey Phalarope (28th); two Red-breasted Merganser (24th); 
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15 Avocet (26th); and Brent Geese on five dates, including 12 on 22nd. A ring-tail 
Hen Harrier arrived from 22nd, with a female Merlin the same day and a male seen 
on 28th. At least four Peregrine Falcon gave amazing shows, and the first Short- 
eared Owl came back on 22nd. Black-tailed Godwits quickly reached 240, and a Ruff, 
Grey Plover, Jack Snipe and up to six Curlew were reported. Gull-watching produced 
two Mediterranean and at least four different Caspian Gulls, along with about 15 
(mostly immature) Yellow-legged Gull. There were some good passerines, with two 
Black Redstart (6th), up to nine Tree Sparrow (4th), seven Brambling (3rd), two Twite 
(9th), three Corn Bunting (26th), the singing Cetti’s Warbler, House Martin (24th), 
Bullfinch (27th) and a Woodlark (9th—10th). All in all, not a bad month for the opening 
of the reserve to the public! 


DECEMBER: Another good month that started very well with 15 Avocet on the river; 
another was seen on 14th. Dunlin peaked at 900 and Black-tailed Godwit at nearly 
300 again. Up to 20 Curlew were regularly seen, and two Ruff and up to 32 Golden 
Plover kept visitors checking the Northern Lapwing flock. Single Brent Geese were 
seen on three dates, and two White-fronted Geese found on Boxing Day had 
multiplied to four by 31st. The immature female Hen Harrier was seen sporadically 
until 29th and the Merlin showed on three occasions. Up to five Peregrine Falcon 
were seen, and female Marsh Harriers passed through on 18th and 27th. There was 
only one Short-eared Owl sighting (17th), and the Barn Owl appeared on 24th. Duck 
numbers remained stable, but Pintail reached an early high of 44 on 15th. The 
Thames yielded a Shag on 6th, Leach’s Petrels on 6th and 7th, and Kittiwakes on 
3rd and 7th, but there were no auks or divers. Gull-scanning produced an adult 
Caspian Gull and a first-winter Glaucous Gull (8th—9th). The female Black Redstart 
was around until 20th, three Tree Sparrows remained at The Barges, and up to eight 
Water Pipit and 15 Rock Pipit frequented the foreshore. Two Cetti's Warblers sang 
on 18th and up to four Bearded Tit were seen. Finally, our Christmas wishes came 
true, with two different Penduline Tits from the 22nd to New Year. 


Howard Vaughan, Information Officer RSPB Rainham Marshes, New Tank Hill Road, 
Purfleet-on-Thames, Essex, RM19 1SZ. www.rspb.org.uk/rainham 


Footnote 


Writing this in June 2008 means that many things have changed, developed and 
improved, and the site is looking even better after a wet Winter and late Spring. The 
network trail is almost completed and the new Purfleet Scrape is working wonders 
with breeding and passage waders. 


To further encourage visitors to the reserve, we have just opened our stunning 
adventure play area, which is already proving incredibly popular — especially on 
sunny days. Getting children closer to nature is a key part of what Rainham Marshes 
is about. The adventure area has been devised to help children feel more in touch 
with the wild world around them, while also allowing them to let off steam away from 
sensitive wildlife areas, so we think their parents will love it too. 


What we have accomplished so far is just the first stage of a mammoth undertaking 
to create a Wildspace on the outskirts of London that benefits not only wildlife but the 
local community and the wider population. 


210 LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 71 FOR 2006 


Bird Highlights at Regent’s Park, 2006 


Tony Duckett © 


The year started, like most of the previous few years, with no really cold weather. 
Though the TV weather forecasters seem to think a drop of a few degrees Centigrade 
is the start of a cold snap, these conditions do not bring in masses of birds from the 
continent; and this is how 2006 began. 


The only birds of interest in JANUARY were those mainly associated with water. 
Three Eurasian Wigeon and two Pintail were present for three days from the 6th. The 
regular, visiting, adult Yellow-legged Gull was present on 9th. The first major surprise 
turned up on 17th, in the form of a female Goosander that was present for ten _ 
minutes before flying off south-east at 7:50am. A Woodcock flew over Queen Mary’s 
Gardens on 23rd and 28th, and Gadwall numbers had crept up to 33 by 30th. On the 
passerine front, a flock of Redwing on the eastern side of the park had built up to 26 
by the month’s end. 


In the main, FEBRUARY was another quiet month, with five Common Teal (1st),-and 
what was probably last month’s Woodcock, seen feeding amongst the roses in Queen 
Mary’s Gardens in the early morning of 3rd to 5th. On the 8th, 107 Fieldfare flew 
north-west. The feral Red-crested Pochard flock totalled 28 on the 9th. A male 
Peregrine Falcon put in an appearance over the park on 20th. Then we had the 
surprise return of the Goosander: to begin with, it would hang around the island in 
the main lake; however, after a couple of days, it would fly into the area of the lake 
that houses a large number of the park’s waterfowl collection (including three 
pinioned Goosander), where it would feed on the fish pellets provided for them and 
for the other sea ducks; it remained throughout the month, in which time it would feed 
within 1.2 metres (4 feet) of my assistant and me. ACommon Snipe flew over on 27th, 
the same day that a Jack Snipe was flushed from one of the islands. 


The Goosander was last seen on MARCH 9th. The first Meadow Pipits flew through 
on 22nd, another Common Snipe was seen (23rd), and a female Brambling was at a 
feeding station for three days from the 24th. Two Sand Martin were seen (26th); and 
Northern Lapwing (a scarce bird here nowadays), Blackcap, Northern Wheatear and 
Reed Bunting (27th). Two Common Chiffchaff sang (28th) and a pair of Peregrine 
Falcon soared high above the park on 30th. 


APRIL began with a Rook on 2nd. Two Tawny Owl youngsters were in the wood on 
3rd, along with the first Willow Warbler. Single Rock Pipits went through on 3rd and 
4th, and a Woodcock flew south-east on 4th. A Cuckoo called from the grounds of 
The Holme on 11th; and for the second time in a few years, a Tree Pipit sang from 
trees in a small yard. On the 12th, we watched an Alpine Swift, from the top of 
Primrose Hill, flying over Hampstead Heath and the surrounding area... a park tick? 
A superb male Goshawk headed north-west on 16th, and a male Ring Ouzel was 
recorded on 20th (now an annual visitor). Seabirds are very scarce, so a Kittiwake on 
23rd was a good find — though not totally unexpected, as it is a good time of year for 
this bird. The 24th saw a Water Pipit on the ground, an Arctic Tern over, a Common 
Tern on the lake, as well as the first Reed Warblers. A good day for sky-watching 
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came on 30th, when a Honey Buzzard, a Common Buzzard, two Peregrine Falcon, 
five Sparrowhawk and a Pelican were seen by those on a bird-walk. 


MAY brought the usual, less-common but regular, birds: Hobby, Common Sandpiper 
and Lesser Whitethroat. The major surprises were Osprey and Marsh Harrier on 
9th, within 15 minutes of each other. Another Honey Buzzard flew south-east on 
12th. By far the most spectacular sight was four Red Kite above the park for 20 
minutes on the 20th. Two more Common Buzzard flew through on 30th. 


JUNE, as normal, was the quietest month; one Common Whitethroat on 18th was the 
only migrant to appear. On the breeding front, at least four pairs of Reed Warbler 
bred, with two other males holding territories; Kestrels bred in the Wetland Pen and 
on Primrose Hill. 


Waders and gulls were the high notes for JULY, with a Common Sandpiper (5th—7th), 
a Green Sandpiper flying east (13th), and the second Northern Lapwing of the year 
flying west (17th). A juvenile Mediterranean Gull (29th) was a plumage tick for the 
park. First-winter and adult Yellow-legged Gulls were present on several dates. 


AUGUST 1st brought the first migrant passerines of the Autumn, with Common 
Chiffchaff, and Willow and Garden Warblers — the last species recording the best 
Autumn-passage figures for many years. A Common Redstart appeared on 16th, 
along with our only Wood Warbler of the year. A Kingfisher (21st) was joined by a 
second bird (30th), and two Whinchat were present on 28th. Other diurnal migrants 
recorded during the month were Common Buzzard, Tree Pipit and Yellow Wagtail. 


Numbers of the commoner migrants picked up in SEPTEMBER. Peak hirundine 
passage occurred on two dates: the 5th, with 350 Swallow and 150 House Martin; 
and the 19th, when 180 Swallow and 280 House Martin flew south. The star birds of 
the month were Greenshank (2nd), two Arctic Terns (3rd), and two very-high, 
juvenile Marsh Harriers flying south (7th). The only Pied Flycatcher of the year 
showed briefly on 10th, and a Turtle Dove was in the wood on 16th. The first Redwing 
flew west on 19th, when other so-called Winter visitors, Siskin and Rock Pipit, also 
headed west. 


By OCTOBER, most Summer visitors had stopped passing through, though 
Greenland Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe subspecies /eucorrhoa) and Spotted 
Flycatcher were present on 3rd, along with European Stonechat, fly-over Linnets, 
Meadow Pipit and Common Buzzard. A Ring Ouzel looked as if it dropped down into 
a private garden on 4th. A Water Rail skulked off into cover in the wetland on 23rd. 
On 26th, 350 Redwing and over 2,000 Woodpigeon flew west; and over 100 
Brambling headed west the next day. Always a hard bird to get, a Woodlark flew low 
above the trees on 30th. The same day, a Common Snipe headed north-east and a 
Jack Snipe was in the wetland area. 


NOVEMBER began with large numbers of Winter thrushes on the move: a Ring 
Ouzel, 1,700+ Fieldfare and 730 Redwing on 2nd. This was followed the next day by 
another Ring Ouzel, 640 Fieldfare, a lot fewer Redwing, plus our second Kittiwake of 
the year. Another Woodlark flew south-east.on 4th. A Water Rail was feeding and 
showing really well in an area of cut reeds on 6th. A Firecrest, the jewel of British 
birds, was present on 8th. A Little Owl was calling by the nursery in the evening of 
the 22nd. 
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DECEMBER was fairly non-eventful, though a Little Grebe was spotted from roads 
around the park on the 6th and 7th. Another surprise was a Pheasant on 7th: the bird 
was quite approachable, but there was no reason to doubt that it was of wild origin 
from the outskirts of London. A pair of Little Owls was found at a secret location on 
21st. The Water Rail and the Pheasant were still present at the end of the year. 


Tony Duckett, 1 St. Mark’s Bridge Lodge, Regent’s Park, London, NW1 4SX 
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Bird Highlights at Staines Reservoirs, 2006 


Rob Innes 


A year of high water-levels brought less variety than of late, and several of the 
scarcer visitors were only seen briefly. Culling sessions of Ruddy Duck were carried 
out by DEFRA-employed marksmen in February (one) and _ during 
October—December (at least seven in total). Many Ruddy Duck were killed; but there 
were no reports of other birds being shot, and disturbance to the reservoirs seemed 
to be short-term. 


A pair of Red-breasted Merganser was present on JANUARY 27th. Black-necked 
Grebe wintered in good numbers, and built up to a Spring peak of 17 on MARCH 
31st. The latter month also brought a few Little Gulls (from 28th) and up to six Smew. 


Early APRIL highlights were Red Kite on 7th and Osprey on 9th. Ten Northern 
Wheatear dropped in on 15th; but most migration occurred late in the month and 
produced a drake Garganey (19th—22nd), three Common Scoter (30th), several Bar- 
tailed Godwit, Ruff (22nd—23rd), Mediterranean Gull (24th), and Kittiwakes on 25th 
and 26th. Little Gulls were regular, but peaked at only 12 on 22nd. Arctic Terns 
moved through in the last week, with 28 on 23rd and 62 on 30th, and the first five 
Black Tern appeared on 21st. 


Arctic Terns were still around on MAY ‘st (up to 31), when a Bar-tailed Godwit was 
also seen. Other migrants included Grey Plover (11th), Turnstone (max. six on 11th), 
Mediterranean Gulls (5th and 11th) and Sandwich Tern (4th). 


On the rafts, some 55 pairs of Black-headed Gull and 35 pairs of Common Tern 
nested, with good success. JUNE oddities included up to three Black-necked Grebe 
(from 13th) and two Common Buzzard (18th). More returning migrants were about in 
JULY — notably, up to five Black-necked Grebe, Black-tailed Godwits (18th and 25th), 
Sanderling (27th) and Mediterranean Gull (one on 11th and two on 24th). Far less 
expected was the Purple Sandpiper that perched briefly on the buttress of the north 
water tower on the evening of 23rd. 


AUGUST brought a trickle of birds, including Knot (3rd and 10th), four Sanderling 
(3rd), Black-tailed Godwit (max. five on 7th), two Arctic Tern (10th) and Black Tern 
(max. three on 18th). Persistence in SEPTEMBER turned up Osprey (19th), Ruff 
(13th), 24 Black-tailed Godwit (11th), Mediterranean Gull (10th), Little Gull (up to 
three), two Sandwich Tern (10th), Arctic Tern (11th) and just three Black Tern. A fly- 
through Honey Buzzard on 17th was the month's highlight. 


After an uneventful few weeks, NOVEMBER was a bit livelier, with Little Gull (7th), 
Short-eared Owl (9th), a male Snow Bunting briefly (14th) and a Great Northern 
Diver (from 25th). DECEMBER also produced interesting birds, including Brent 
Goose (3rd), Leach’s Petrel (on 7th — a day that saw a marked influx into London), 
more Great Northern Divers (three on 8th and then two into 2007), Mediterranean 
Gull (17th) and an unseasonal Oystercatcher (27th and again in January 2007). At 
least seven Black-necked Grebe remained to winter. 


Rob Innes, 27 Dominion Close, Hounslow, Middlesex, TW3 1PJ 
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Stoke Newington Reservoirs: 
Bird Highlights, 2006 


Mark Pearson 


JANUARY began with a strong showing of locally-scarce wintering species; the 
slightly more attractive water levels encouraged two Green Sandpipers, up to three 
Common Snipe, up to four Teal and four Water Rails to take up residence (with most 
staying into March). Tape-luring in nearby Abney Park Cemetery established the 
presence of at least three Tawny Owls. 


FEBRUARY continued in a similar vein, but with a second-winter Mediterranean Gull 
with congeners on the East Reservoir; Kingfishers continued to use the New River 
and reservoirs on a regular basis. : 


MARCH inevitably brought an upsurge in notable records, with the last week of the 
month in particular being very productive—the first Sand Martins, Northern Wheatear 
and Willow Warbler all arrived, and a small finch movement was also evident. A 
Yellow-legged Gull frequented the East Reservoir on several dates. 


APRIL brought several local scarcities to the reservoirs: a male Whinchat on the 20th, 
a Woodcock on the 14th, and one of the birds of the year—a circling Osprey for 
several minutes on the 26th. A singing male Brambling on the 24th and 26th, three 
Common Buzzards over and small numbers of Common and Green Sandpipers 
provided good back-up. 


MAY provided a further eight Common Buzzards overhead, a Lesser Whitethroat on 
territory throughout (unfortunately not proved to breed), strong hirundine and 
Common Swift passage, and a fine male Sudan Golden Sparrow (!); the morning of 
the 16th, however, gave us the runaway highlight of 2006. A quiet session at the East 
Reservoir was pleasantly shattered by the discovery of a Golden Oriole, commuting 
nervously between oak trees around the perimeter. Seen perhaps eight or nine times 
until early afternoon and eventually enjoyed by dozens of visitors, we're not expecting 
another anytime soon. 


The summer was quiet, with some weeks passing before AUGUST provided more 
notable records—several Hobbys, Spotted Flycatchers and Red-crested Pochards, 
and two Curlew over on the 29th—and our next quality local rarity, a Black-necked 
Grebe on the East Reservoir from 28th—31st. 


SEPTEMBER continued to up the stakes, with more Hobbys, Spotted Flycatchers 
and Red-crested Pochards, four Sandwich Terns over on the 3rd, two Rooks over on 
the 29th, and no less than three Tree Pipits during the month. 


The highlights of dedicated visible migration watches in September included good 
counts of Meadow Pipits, Jackdaws and common finches, with small numbers of 
Yellow Wagtails, Siskins, Linnets and Lesser Redpolls also recorded. However, the 
bird of the month prize went to a Black-tailed Godwit, which circled low over the East 
Reservoir several times on the 8th, attempting in vain to put down; a great local 
record, and a reminder of how many more waders we should enjoy if only the water 
levels were a few inches lower. 
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OCTOBER rewarded more early morning sky-watching with some excellent results. 
Counts were made almost daily, and the last week of the month was exceptional for 
both quality and quantity. Unrivalled numbers of late autumn migrants flooded over, 
with good numbers of Meadow Pipits, Chaffinches, Woodpigeons, Skylarks, thrushes 
and other common species recorded. Several days stood out, with the morning of the 
27th alone providing 2,210 Woodpigeons, 22 Bramblings, a Rook, 77 Jackdaws, 67 
Redwings, 66 Chaffinches, a Rock Pipit, three Fieldfares and our first ever 
Yellowhammers. 


Rock Pipits, previously unrecorded, eventually numbered five for the month; other 
locally exceptional records included Ring Ouzel (15th) and Tree Sparrow (25th), 
and by the end of October, a much clearer picture of what can occur overhead or 
drop out of the sky was evident. 


NOVEMBER was less dramatic, though with another Rock Pipit (29th, the sixth of the 
year) and another Ring Ouzel (3rd, the third of the year); record numbers of 
Fieldfares peaked at 292 over on the 10th, and the same day saw a female 
Goldeneye (the first for several years) on the East Reservoir. DECEMBER was 
unremarkable, although wintering birds included two Chiffchaffs locally. 


Mark J. Pearson, 48a Stamford Hill, London N16 6XT 
middxrecorder@googlemail.com 


216 LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 71 FOR 2006 


Checklist of Birds of the London Area 


The total number of species recorded in an apparently wild state in the London Area 
in historic times is now 361 with the addition of Laughing Gull and American Robin in 
2006 and the withdrawal of Hermit Thrush, of which 348 have been recorded since 
1900. 


The 13 species marked with a * in the checklist were recorded in the London Area at 
least once prior to 1900 but have not been recorded in an apparently wild state since. 
The first number for each species is its EURING species number, as now used in the 


LBR. 


0152 Mute Swan Cygnus olor & 
0153 Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus [ea 
0154 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus a 
0157 Bean Goose Anser fabalis L| 
0158 Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus L | 
0159 White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons a 
0161 Greylag Goose Anser anser L| 
0166 Canada Goose Branta canadensis Lal 
0167 Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis a 
0168 Brent Goose Branta bernicla L| 
0169 Red-breasted Goose* Branta ruficollis L| 
0170 Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca L| 
0173 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna Lal 
0178 Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata [| 
0179 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope . [| 
0180 American Wigeon Anas americana [| 
0182 Gadwall Anas strepera a 
0184 Common Teal Anas crecca al 
0184.1 Green-winged Teal Anas carolinensis L] 
0186 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos L] 
0189 Pintail Anas acuta L| 
0191 Garganey Anas querquedula L] 
0192 Blue-winged Teal Anas discors Ey 
0194 Shoveler Anas clypeata L | 
0196 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina Lis] 
0198 Pochard Aythya ferina Leal 
0200 Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris Ey 
0202 Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca Ld 
0203 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula L 
0204 Scaup Aythya marila aul 
0205 Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis el 
0206 Common Eider Somateria mollissima al 
0207 King Eider Somareria spectabilis Lai 
0212 Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis Ld 
0213 Common Scoter Melanitta nigra il 
0215 Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca a 
0218 Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula [| 
0220 Smew Mergellus albellus L | 
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Red-breasted Merganser 
Goosander 

Ruddy Duck 
Red-legged Partridge 
Grey Partridge 

Quail 

Pheasant 
Red-throated Diver 
Black-throated Diver 
Great Northern Diver 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Little Grebe 

Great Crested Grebe 
Red-necked Grebe 
Slavonian Grebe 
Black-necked Grebe 
Fulmar 

Manx Shearwater 
Balearic Shearwater 
Macronesian Shearwater 
European Storm-petrel 
Leach’s Storm-petrel 
Gannet 

Cormorant 

Shag 

Bittern 

Little Bittern 

Night Heron 
Squacco Heron 
Cattle Egret 

Little Egret 

Great White Egret 
Grey Heron 

Purple Heron 

Black Stork 

White Stork 

Glossy Ibis 

Spoonbill 
Honey-buzzard 
Black Kite 

Red Kite 
White-tailed Eagle 
Marsh Harrier 

Hen Harrier 
Montagu’s Harrier 
Goshawk 
Sparrowhawk 
Common Buzzard 
Rough-legged Buzzard 


Mergus serrator 
Mergus merganser 
Oxyura jamaicensis 
Alectoris rufa 

Perdix perdix 
Coturnix coturnix 
Phasianus colchicus 
Gavia stellata 

Gavia arctica 

Gavia immer 
Podilymbus podiceps 
Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Podiceps cristatus 
Podiceps grisegena 
Podiceps auritus 
Podiceps nigricollis 
Fulmarus glacialis 
Puffinus puffinus 
Puffinus mauretanicus 
Puffinus baroli 
Hydrobates pelagicus 
Oceanodroma leucorhoa 
Morus bassanus 
Phalacrocorax carbo 
Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Botaurus Stellaris 
Ixobrychus minutus 
Nycticorax nycticorax 
Ardeola ralloides 
Bubulcus ibis 

Egretta garzetta 
Ardea alba 

Ardea cinerea 

Ardea purpurea 
Ciconia nigra 

Ciconia ciconia 
Plegadis falcinellus 
Platalea leucorodia 
Pernis apivorus 
Milvus migrans 
Milvus milvus 
Haliaeetus albicilla 
Circus aeruginosus 
Circus cyaneus 
Circus pygargus 
Accipiter gentilis 
Accipiter nisus 

Buteo buteo 

Buteo lagopus 
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0510 
0512 
0514 
0516 
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Golden Eagle* 

Osprey 

Lesser Kestrel 

Kestrel 

Red-footed Falcon 
Merlin 

Hobby 

Gyr Falcon 

Peregrine Falcon 

Water Rail 

Spotted Crake 

Little Crake* 

Baillon’s Crake* 
Corncrake 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Common Crane 

Great Bustard* 
Oystercatcher 
Black-winged Stilt 
Avocet 

Stone-curlew 
Cream-coloured Courser* 
Collared Pratincole 
Little Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 

Killdeer 

Kentish Plover 

Dotterel 

American Golden Plover 
Pacific Golden Plover* 
European Golden Plover 
Grey Plover 

Sociable Lapwing 
Northern Lapwing 

Knot 

Sanderling 

Western Sandpiper 
Little Stint 

Temminck’s Stint 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Baird’s Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Purple Sandpiper 

Dunlin 

Broad-billed Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 


Aquila chrysaetos 
Pandion haliaetus 
Falco naumanni 
Falco tinnunculus 
Falco vespertinus 
Falco columbarius 
Falco subbuteo 

Falco rusticolus 

Falco peregrinus 
Rallus aquaticus 
Porzana porzana 
Porzana parva 
Porzana pusilla 

Crex crex 

Gallinula chloropus 
Fulica atra 

Grus grus 

Otis tarda 
Haematopus ostralegus 
Himantopus himantopus 
Recurvirostra avosetta 
Burhinus oedicnemus 
Cursorius cursor 
Glareola pratincola 
Charadrius dubius 
Charadrius hiaticula 
Charadrius vociferus 
Charadrius alexandrinus 
Charadrius morinellus 
Pluvialis dominica 
Pluvialis fulva 
Pluvialis apricaria 
Pluvialis squatarola 
Vanellus gregarius 
Vanellus vanellus 
Calidris canutus 
Calidris alba 

Calidris mauri 
Calidris minuta 
Calidris temminckii 
Calidris fuscicollis 
Calidris bairdii 
Calidris melanotos 
Calidris acuminata 
Calidris ferruginea 
Calidris maritima 
Calidris alpina 
Limicola falcinellus 
Tryngites subruficollis 
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Ruff 

Jack Snipe 
Common Snipe 
Great Snipe 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Woodcock 
Black-tailed Godwit 
Bar-tailed Godwit 
Whimbrel 

Curlew 

Spotted Redshank 
Redshank 

Marsh Sandpiper 
Greenshank 

Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Green Sandpiper 
Wood Sandpiper 
Common Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Turnstone 

Wilson's Phalarope 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Grey Phalarope 
Pomarine Skua 
Arctic Skua 
Long-tailed Skua 
Great Skua 
Mediterranean Gull 
Laughing Gull 
Franklin’s Gull 

Little Gull 

Sabine’s Gull 
Bonaparte’s Gull 
Black-headed Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Common Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Yellow-legged Gull 
Caspian Gull 
Herring Gull 

Iceland Gull 
Glaucous Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Kittiwake 

Sooty Tern 

Bridled Tern 

Little Tern 
Gull-billed Tern 


Philomachus pugnax 
Lymnocryptes minimus 
Gallinago gallinago 
Gallinago media 
Limnodromus scolopaceus 
Scolopax rusticola 
Limosa limosa 

Limosa lapponica 
Numenius phaeopus 
Numenius arquata 
Tringa erythropus 
Tringa totanus 

Tringa stagnatilis 
Tringa nebularia 

Tringa flavipes 

Tringa solitaria 

Tringa ochropus 

Tringa glareola 

Actitis hypoleucos 
Actitis macularius 
Arenaria interpres 
Phalaropus tricolor 
Phalaropus lobatus 
Phalaropus fulicarius 
Stercorarius pomarinus 
Stercorarius parasiticus 
Stercorarius longicaudus 
Stercorarius skua 
Larus melanocephalus 
Larus atricilla 

Larus pipixcan 

Larus minutus 

Larus sabini 

Larus philadelphia 
Larus ridibundus 

Larus delawarensis 
Larus canus 

Larus fuscus 

Larus michahellis 
Larus cachinnans 
Larus argentatus 

Larus glaucoides 
Larus hyperboreus 
Larus marinus 

Rissa tridactyla 
Onychoprion fuscata 
Onychoprion anaethetus 
Sternula albifrons 
Gelochelidon nilotica 
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Caspian Tern 
Whiskered Tern 
Black Tern 
White-winged Black Tern 
Sandwich Tern 
Common Tern 
Roseate Tern 

Arctic Tern 
Common Guillemot 
Razorbill 

Little Auk 

Puffin 

Pallas’s Sandgrouse 
Rock Dove 

Stock Dove 
Woodpigeon 
Collared Dove 
Turtle Dove 
Ring-necked Parakeet 
Cuckoo 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Barn Owl 

Scops Owl” 

Snowy Owl 

Little Owl 

Tawny Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
Tengmalm’s Owl* 
European Nightjar 
Common Nighthawk 
Common Swift 
Alpine Swift 
Kingfisher 

European Bee-eater 
European Roller 
Hoopoe 

Wryneck 

Green Woodpecker 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
Short-toed Lark 
Crested Lark 
Woodlark 

Skylark 

Shore Lark 

Sand Martin 
Swallow 

House Martin 


Hydroprogne caspia 
Chlidonias hybrida 
Chlidonias niger 
Chlidonias leucopterus 
Sterna sandvicensis 
Sterna hirundo 

Sterna dougallii 
Sterna paradisaea 
Uria aalge 

Alca torda 

Alle alle 

Fratercula arctica 
Syrrhaptes paradoxus 
Columba livia 
Columba oenas 
Columba palumbus 
Streptopelia decaocto 
Streptopelia turtur 
Psittacula krameri 
Cuculus canorus 
Coccyzus americanus 
Tyto alba 

Otus scops 

Bubo scandiaca 
Athene noctua 

Strix aluco 

Asio otus 

Asio flammeus 
Aegolius funereus 
Caprimulgus europaeus 
Chordeiles minor 
Apus apus 

Apus melba 

Alcedo atthis 

Merops apiaster 
Coracias garrulus 
Upupa epops 

Jynx torquilla 

Picus viridis 
Dendrocopos major 
Dendrocopos minor 
Calandrella brachydactyla 
Galerida cristata 
Lullula arborea 
Alauda arvensis 
Eremophila alpestris 
Riparia riparia 
Hirundo rustica 
Delichon urbicum 
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Red-rumped Swallow 
Richard's Pipit 
Tawny Pipit 
Olive-backed Pipit 
Tree Pipit 

Meadow Pipit 
Red-throated Pipit 
Rock Pipit 

Water Pipit 

Yellow Wagtail 
Citrine Wagtail 

Grey Wagtail 

Pied Wagtail 
Waxwing 

Dipper 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Alpine Accentor* 
Robin 

Nightingale 
Bluethroat 

Black Redstart 
Common Redstart 
Whinchat 

European Stonechat 
Northern Wheatear 
Desert Wheatear 
Grey-cheeked Thrush 
Ring Ouzel 
Blackbird 

Dusky Thrush 
Fieldfare 

Song Thrush 
Redwing 

Mistle Thrush 
American Robin 
Cetti’s Warbler 
Grasshopper Warbler 
Savi's Warbler 
Aquatic Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 
Paddyfield Warbler 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler 
Marsh Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Icterine Warbler 
Melodious Warbler 
Blackcap ; 
Garden Warbler 


Cecropis daurica 
Anthus richardi 

Anthus campestris 
Anthus hodgsoni 
Anthus trivialis 

Anthus pratensis 
Anthus cervinus 
Anthus petrosus 
Anthus spinoletta 
Motacilla flava 
Motacilla citreola 
Motacilla cinerea 
Motacilla alba 
Bombycilla garrulus 
Cinclus cinclus 
Troglodytes troglodytes 
Prunella modularis 
Prunella collaris 
Erithacus rubecula 
Luscinia megarhynchos 
Luscinia svecica 
Phoenicurus ochruros 
Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Saxicola rubetra 
Saxicola torquata 
Oenanthe oenanthe 
Oenanthe deserti 
Catharus minimus 
Turdus torquatus 
Turdus merula 

Turdus naumanni 
Turdus pilaris 

Turdus philomelos 
Turdus iliacus 

Turdus viscivorus 
Turdus migratorius 
Cettia cetti 

Locustella naevia 
Locustella luscinioides 
Acrocephalus paludicola 
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Acrocephalus agricola 
Acrocephalus dumetorum 
Acrocephalus palustris 


-Acrocephalus scirpaceus 


Hippolais icterina 
Hippolais polyglotta 
Sylvia atricapilla 
Sylvia borin 
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1278 
1274 
1275 
1262 
1265 
1267 
1298 
1300 
1301.1 
1301 
1308 
1311 
LSet 
1312 
1314 
foie 
1335 
1343 
1349 
1364 
1437 
1462 
1464 
1454 
1461 
1442 
1440 
1479 
1486 
1487 
1490 
1508 
1514 
1515 
1519 
1520 
1523 
1539 
1549 
1557 
1560 
1563 
1567 
1567.1 
1572 
1582 
1584 
sh 
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Barred Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Common Whitethroat 
Dartford Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Sardinian Warbler 
Pallas’s Warbler 
Yellow-browed Warbler 
Hume’s Warbler 
Radde’s Warbler 
Wood Warbler 
Common Chiffchaff 
Iberian Chiffchaff 
Willow Warbler 
Goldcrest 

Firecrest 

Spotted Flycatcher 


Red-breasted Flycatcher 


Pied Flycatcher 
Bearded Tit 
Long-tailed Tit 
Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Crested Tit 

Coal Tit 

Willow Tit 

Marsh Tit 

Nuthatch 
Treecreeper 
Short-toed Treecreeper 
Penduline Tit 
Golden Oriole 
Isabelline Shrike 
Red-backed Shrike 
Lesser Grey Shrike 
Great Grey Shrike 
Woodchat Shrike 
Jay 

Magpie 

Nutcracker 
Jackdaw 

Rook 

Carrion Crow 
Hooded Crow 
Raven 

Starling 
Rose-coloured Starling 
House Sparrow 
Tree Sparrow 


Sylvia nisoria 

Sylvia curruca 

Sylvia communis 
Sylvia undata 

Sylvia cantillans 
Sylvia melanocephala 


Phylloscopus proregulus 


Phylloscopus inornatus 
Phylloscopus humei 
Phylloscopus schwarzi 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Phylloscopus collybita 
Phylloscopus ibericus 
Phylloscopus trochilus 
Regulus regulus 
Regulus ignicapilla 
Muscicapa striata 
Ficedula parva 
Ficedula hypoleuca 
Panurus biarmicus 
Aegithalos caudatus 
Cyanistes caeruleus 
Parus major 
Lophophanes cristatus 
Periparus ater 
Poecile montanus 
Poecile palustris 

Sitta europaea 
Certhia familiaris 
Certhia brachydactyla 
Remiz pendulinus 
Oriolus oriolus 

Lanius isabellinus 
Lanius collurio 

Lanius minor 

Lanius excubitor 
Lanius senator 
Garrulus glandarius 
Pica pica 

Nucifraga caryocatactes 
Corvus monedula 
Corvus frugilegus 
Corvus corone 
Corvus cornix 

Corvus corax 

Sturnus vulgaris 
Sturnus roseus 
Passer domesticus 
Passer montanus 
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1636 
1638 
1640 
1649 
1653 
1654 
1660 
1662 
1663 
1663.1 
1664 
1665 
1666 
1668 
1679 
1699 
1710 
ANT 
1847 
1850 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1866 
1873 
1874 
1877 
1881 
1882 
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Chaffinch 
Brambling 

Serin 

Greenfinch 
Goldfinch 

Siskin 

Linnet 

Twite 

Lesser Redpoll 
Mealy Redpoll 
Arctic Redpoll 
Two-barred Crossbill* 
Common Crossbill 
Parrot Crossbill* 
Common Rosefinch 
Pine Grosbeak” 
Bullfinch 

Hawfinch 

Lapland Bunting 
Snow Bunting 

Pine Bunting 
Yellowhammer 

Cirl Bunting 
Ortolan Bunting 
Rustic Bunting 
Little Bunting 

Reed Bunting 
Black-headed Bunting 
Corn Bunting 


Fringilla coelebs 
Fringilla montifringilla 
Serinus serinus 
Carduelis chloris 
Carduelis carduelis 
Carduelis spinus 
Carduelis cannabina 
Carduelis flavirostris 
Carduelis cabaret 
Carduelis flammea 
Carduelis hornemanni 
Loxia leucoptera 

Loxia curvirostra 

Loxia pytyopsittacus 
Carpodacus erythrinus 
Pinicola enucleator 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Calcarius lapponicus 
Plectrophenax nivalis 
Emberiza leucocephalos 
Emberiza citrinella 
Emberiza cirlus 
Emberiza hortulana 
Emberiza rustica 
Emberiza pusilla 
Emberiza schoeniclus 
Emberiza melanocephala 
Emberiza calandra 
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Guide for Contributors of Ornithological 
Records 


All records of ornithological interest, from LNHS members and non-members alike, 
are welcomed by the Society’s Ornithological Records Committee. However, with an 
ever-growing number of active birdwatchers in the London Area it seems sensible to 
issue a guide to our requirements. 


This guide is not intended to be comprehensive and contributors are asked to use 
their own guidance and common sense but it does serve as a reference point for the 
type of records required. For example, with many common breeding species 
comparative yearly breeding counts are especially welcomed. The Records 
Committee reserves the right to request full details for any record, e.g. out of season 
migrants. This guide does not apply to Inner London where all records are required, © 
but similar criteria regarding descriptions should be followed. 


KEY: 
A = all records. 
D = full description required (form available from recorders). 
N = brief notes required (how identified, view, distance etc., form 
available from recorders) 
MM = dated monthly maxima for frequently visited sites and all records 
from elsewhere subject to >n. 
>n = minimum count required, subject to other categories. 
B = all breeding records subject to >n. 
af = all territory counts as well as definite breeding records. 
S = all records between mid-May and mid-July. 
F&L = first and last dates. 
E = passage flocks and movements. 
W = = all wintering records. 


Mute Swan (MM, >30, B) 
Bewick’s/Whooper Swans (A 
Bean/Pink-footed Goose (A, 
White-fronted Goose (A) 
Greylag Goose (MM, B) 
Barnacle/Brent/Egyptian Goose (A) 
Canada Goose (MM>20, >200, B) 
Shelduck (MM, S) 

Mandarin/Wigeon (A) 

American Wigeon (A, D) 
Gadwall/Teal (MM>10, S) 
Green-winged Teal (A, D) 

Mallard (MM>10, >200, B) 
Pintail/Garganey (A) 

Shoveler (MM>10, S) 

Red-crested Pochard (A) 

Pochard (MM>10, S) 
Ring-necked/Ferruginous Duck (A, D) 


_ N) 
D) 


Tufted Duck (MM>50, B) 

Scaup (A) 

Eider/Long-tailed Duck (A, N) 
Common Scoter (A) 

Velvet Scoter (A, D) 
Goldeneye/Smew (A) 

Red-b. Merganser/Goosander (A) 
Ruddy Duck (MM, B) 

All partridges (A) 

Quail (A, D) 

Pheasant (>20, B) 
Red/Black-throated Divers (A, N) 
Little/Great Crested Grebe (MM, B) 
Other grebes (A) 

All shearwaters/Fulmar (A, D) 

All petrels (A, D) 

Gannet (A, N) 

Cormorant (MM, B) 
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Shag (A) 

Bittern (A) 

Little Egret (A) 

Great White Egret (A, D) 

Grey Heron (MM>15, B) 
Purple/Night Heron (A, D) 
White Stork/Spoonbill (A, D) 
Black Kite (A, D) 

Red Kite (A) 

Marsh Harrier (A) 
Hen/Montagu’s Harrier (A, D) 
Goshawk (A, D) 

Sparrowhawk (A) 

Common Buzzard (A) 
Honey/Rough-legged Buzzard (A, D) 
Osprey (A) 

Kestrel (>5, B) 

Red-footed Falcon (A, D) 
Merlin (A, N) 

Hobby/Peregrine (A) 

Water Rail (A) 

Spotted Crake/Corncrake (A, D) 
Moorhen/Coot (MM>20, B>5) 
Crane (A, D) 
Oystercatcher/Avocet (A) 
Stone-curlew (A, D) 

Little Ringed Plover/Ringed Plover (A) 
Kentish Plover/Dotterel (A, D) 
American Golden Plover (A, D) 
Golden/Grey Plover (A) 
Lapwing (P, >10, B) 
Knot/Sanderling/Little Stint (A) 
Temminck’s Stint (A, D) 
White-rumped Sandpiper (A, D) 
Curlew Sandpiper (A) 
Pectoral/Purple Sandpiper (A, D) 
Dunlin (MM>5, S) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (A, D) 
Ruff/Woodcock/Jack Snipe (A) 
Snipe (MM>3, S) 

All godwits/Whimbrel/Curlew(A) 
Spotted Redshank (A) 
Redshank (MM>5, S) 
Greenshank (A) 
Green/Wood/Common Sandpiper (A) 
Turnstone (A) 

All phalaropes (A, D) 

All skuas (A, D) 
Mediterranean/Little Gull (A) 
Sabine’s Gull (A, D) 
Black-headed Gull (MM>50) 
Ring-billed Gull (A, D) 


Common Gull (MM, >10) 
LBB/Herring Gull/ (MM, >10, B) 
Yellow-legged Gull (A) 

Caspian Gull (A, D) 
Iceland/Glaucous Gull (A,D) 
Great Black-backed Gull (MM, >10) 
Kittiwake (A) 

Little/Black Tern (A) 

White-winged Black Tern (A, D) 
Sandwich/Arctic Tern (A) 
Common Tern (>5, B, F&L) 
Roseate Tern (A, D) 

All auks (A, D) 

Feral Rock Dove (>100) 

Stock Dove (>10, B) 

Wood Pigeon (>100, B, P) 
Collared Dove (>20, B) 

Turtle Dove (A) 

Ring-necked Parakeet (>10, B) 
Cuckoo (S, P, F&L) 

All owls (A) 

Nightjar (A, N) 

Swift (+100, B, P, F&L) 

Alpine Swift (A, D) 

Kingfisher (T) 
Bee-eater/Hoopoe/Wryneck (A, D) 
All woodpeckers (T) 

Short-toed Lark/Shore Lark (A, D) 
Wood Lark (A, D away from breeding 
sites) 

Sky Lark (>5, B, P) 

Sand Martin (>20, B, F&L, P) 
Swallow/House Martin (>50, B, F&L P) 
Red-rumped Swallow (A, D) 
Tawny/Richard’s Pipits (A, D) 
Tree Pipit (A) 

Meadow Pipit (>25, B, P) 
Red-throated Pipit (A, D) 
Rock/Water Pipit (A) 

Yellow Wagtail (A) 

Grey Wagtail (MM, S) 

Pied Wagtail (>5, B) 

Waxwing (A) 

Dipper (A, D) 
Wren/Dunnock/Robin (>10, T) 
Nightingale (A) 

Bluethroat (A, D) 

Black Redstart/Redstart/Whinchat (A) 
Stonechat/Wheatear/Ring Ouzel (A) 
Blackbird (>20, P, T) 
Fieldfare/Redwing (>20, F&L, P) 
Song/Mistle Thrush (>5, P, T) 
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Cetti’s Warbler (A, D unless singing) 
Aquatic/Marsh Warbler (A, D) 
Grasshopper Warbler (A) 
Sedge/Reed Warbler (>5, F&L, T) 
Hippolais warblers (A, D) 
Barred/Subalpine Warbler (A, D) 
Dartford Warbler (A) 

Lesser Whitethroat (>5, F&L, T) 
Common Whitethroat (>5, F&L, T) 
Garden Warbler (>5, F&L, T) 
Blackcap (>10, F&L, T, W) 
Pallas’s/Yellow-browed Warbler (A, D) 
Radde’s Warbler {A, D) 

Wood Warbler (A) 

Chiffchaff (>10, F&L, T, W) 
Willow Warbler (>10, F&L, T) 
Goldcrest (>5, T) 

Firecrest (A) 

Spotted/Pied Flycatcher (A) 
Red-breasted Flycatcher (A, D) 
Bearded Tit (A) 

Long-tailed Tit (>20, T) 

Marsh Tit (A) 

Willow Tit (A, N) 

Coal/Blue/Great Tit (>20, T) 
Nuthatch/Treecreeper (T) 

Golden Oriole (A, D) 

All shrikes (A, D) 

Jay/Magpie (>15, B>5, P) 


Jackdaw/Rook (>20, B) 
Carrion Crow (>50, B>5) 
Hooded Crow/Raven (A, N) 
Starling (>100, B>10) 
Rose-coloured Starling (A, D) 
House Sparrow (>20, B>5) 
Tree Sparrow (A) 
Chaffinch (>50, B, P) 
Brambling (A) 

Serin (A, D) 
Greenfinch/Goldfinch (>30, B, P) 
Siskin (>5, S) 

Linnet (>10, B, P) 

Twite (A, D) 

Lesser Redpoll (>5, S) 
Mealy Redpoll (A, N) 

Arctic Redpoll (A, D) 
Crossbill (A) 

Common Rosefinch (A, D) 
Bullfinch (>5, B) 

Hawfinch (A) 

Lapland Bunting (A, D) 
Snow Bunting (A, N) 
Yellowhammer (A) 
Ortolan/Cirl Bunting (A, D) 
Reed Bunting (>10, T, P) 
Little Bunting (A, D) 

Corn Bunting (A) 


In addition to the above, full descriptions are required for all species assessed by the 
British Birds Rarities Committee. Description forms are available from the Editor or 
recorders on request. All records of escapes are also welcomed by the Society. All 
records of hybrids and birds showing plumage aberrance are also required. 


Sub-species 

All records of sub-species/races are required. In some cases notes are required, eg 
White Wagtail in autumn and races of Yellow Wagtail other than M.f. flavissima. In 
many other instances notes may not be required but in difficult cases please provide 
your reasons for assigning the record to a particular sub-species/race. Such cases 
could be: Greenland Wheatear; Races of Chiffchaff; Northern Willow Warbler; 
Northern Long-tailed Tit; and Northern Bullfinch 


We would like to take this opportunity to thank all contributors for their records - 
without your enthusiastic support we could not produce the annual London Bird 
Report. 


Andrew Self, on behalf of both the Rarities and Recorders Committees, February 
2009. 
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Breeding Criteria 


When sending in breeding records, please enter: ‘possible breeding’, ‘probable 
breeding’ or ‘confirmed breeding’ in the Comments section on the electronic records 
form according to the definitions below. Additional information can also be given such 
as number of territories, broods, nests, young fledged etc. 


Possible breeding 


Species observed in breeding season in suitable nesting habitat 


Singing male present (or breeding calls heard) in breeding season in suitable 
habitat 


Probable breeding 


Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in breeding season 

Permanent territory presumed on at least two different days a week or more apart 
Courtship and display (judged to be in or near potential breeding habitat) 
Visiting probable nest site 

Agitated behaviour or anxiety calls from adults, suggesting nest or young nearby 
Brood patch on adult examined in the hand, suggesting incubation 

Nest building or excavating nest-hole 


Confirmed breeding 


Distraction-Display or injury feigning 

Used nest or eggshells found (occupied or laid within period of survey) 
Recently fledged young (nidicolous species) or downy young (nidifugous 
species). 

Adults entering or leaving nest-site in circumstances indicating occupied nest 
Adult carrying faecal sac or food for young 

Nest containing eggs 

Nest with young seen or heard 


Above breeding categories are as used in the BTO Atlas project. 
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Notes for Contributors 


The Editor welcomes papers, short notes, photographs and drawings relating to the 
ornithology of the London Area and will be pleased to advise authors on the acceptability 
of material at draft stage if desired. Papers should be submitted to the Papers Editor. 


Papers Texts should be emailed to the Papers Editor in a Microsoft Word or Works word 
processor file. 


Style English names of birds require initial capitals except after a hyphen, but group 
names, animals and flowers do not. Scientific names should be in italics, but only the first 
(generic) name should have an initial capital. Their use in the text is optional. Dates 
should take the form Jan 1st 2004; numbers under 11 should be spelt out in text; fractions 
should be decimalised. Full points should be omitted from well known initials, such as 
BTO, LNHS and RSPB, and also from ‘eg’, ‘ie’ and ‘et al’. Quotation marks, if used, 
should be double. Any references to publications should be given in full, with the name 
spelt out and in italics. 


References should adopt the following style: 
HARRISON, J., & GRANT, P.J., 1976. The Thames Transformed. London. 


MOON, A.V., 1988. The influx of Sabine’s Gulls and other Seabirds in October 1987. 
Lond. Bird Rep. 52: 121 132. 


Illustrations Figures and graphs in papers are welcomed. Artwork should not be 
prepared until size of reproduction is known and the Papers Editor has been consulted. 


Photographs Prints must allow sufficient background for masking and block making. If 
sent by post they must be packed in a board-backed envelope or otherwise protected to 
prevent damage. Digital photos can be submitted on a CD. 


Proofs Authors of papers and short notes will be sent proofs, if requested, but only 
printers’ mistakes may be changed at this stage. 


Reprints Up to 2 free reprints of papers (but not short notes or reviews) are provided if 
ordered by authors in advance. Larger quantities are charged at cost. 


All papers for publication should be submitted to the Papers Editor, Mike Trier, 38 Maury 
Road, Stoke Newington, London N16 7BP, email: miketrier@waitrose.com 


Photographs should be submitted to the Photographic Editor, Dominic Mitchell, email: 
dominic.mitchell@yahoo.co.uk 


Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 1s one of the earliest migrants to appear in spring. This handsome male was 
part of a major fall, involving some 49 birds in one day, at Rainham Marshes in mid-April (Dominic Mitchell) 
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